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KNIGHTS OF THE SWAN, ^c. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ORIGIN OF THIS ORGAN, 

V • 

The imprifon'd winds, releasM, with joyful found, 

Proclaim their liberty around. 

Akon. 

Z\ n'^eft ame fi rev^che qui ne fe fentetouchee de quelque reverence, i 
confiderer cette vaftite fonibre -de nos cgUfes et onir le fon dcvo- 
tieux de nos orgues. 

MONTAGNS. 

vJ LIVER, who had been lefs abforbed in grlrf fince 
4rhe adventure of Ordalia, took a more aSive part 
than ufual in the converfation % the interefting ap- 
pearance of GiafFar, and his deep melancholy, had 
difpofed his heart in his favour, ever fince their firft 
meeting ; and the fingularity of his device * excited 
his curiofity. » He fpoke to him of the vow he had 
made, to be stlways travelling (i), and he expreffcd 
a defire to know the motive of it. Giaffar replied, 
that he could refufe nothing to friends who^wcre fo 
dear to him ; that, as a facred duty obliged him to 
conceal his misfortunes, he requeued their promife 
never to reveal the fecrets he was going to depofit i^;^ 
their bfeafts.— The two friends made the vow he re- 

. * .A foreign plant ^upon the fummit of a mountain ; and thefe 
words, To£ndbtr, ordUj as has 'been already mentioned. 

Vol. II. B quired j 



2 THE KNIGHTS OF 

qnired ; and- GSaflar began tis aftoniftilng Mloi^y in 
this manner : 

«« I am thirty-fix years old, and my career is al- 
ready finifhed ! I have run it with eclat, perhaps with 
glory. " Fortune and love ftrewed my path with flow- 
ers, until I arrived at the very verge of the gulph 
which was to fwallow me up. — ^^I have loft every tBing, 
even my very name ; the &ift ftill blefies it ; the love 
of a grateful people cheriihes its memory; and yet I 
cannot own it ! Condemned to oWciirity, my fame is 
become a ftranger to me ; I cannot enjoy it ; and, 
being dead to the univerfe, I receive, as it were in the 
filence of the grave, the approbation and eulogium 
of my contemporaries ! In a word, you fee an unfor- 
tunate viftim of defpotifm, and a melancholy ex- 
ample of the viciffitudes of human life — I am Bar- 
mecide (2)." At this name, a name fo great and re- 
nowned, the Knights of the Swan arofe from their 
feats. — A deep fentiment of admiration and refpeil 
rendered them motionlcfs for-fome minutes* In ge- 
nerous minds, profcription and misfortune increafe 
the intereft which taients.and virtue create ! TheHwo 
friends looked at Barmecide with eager curioflty, as 
if it were the firft time they had feen him. (The emo- 
tion and furprife they experienced were expreiied on- 
their countenances in fo moving a manner, that Bar-* 
mecide was greatly a£Fe€Ved a., it :— " O ! my friends,** 
cried he, <* you reftore me to exiftence again !"— On 
faying this, he ruQied into their arms ; and, after 
liaving received thtiir tender embrace, he thus re-?, 
fumed 4iis narrative : ^ 

' « My father, who was born in the dominions of 
Ge^old, had a ftrongpaffion for travelling. Hecom-9 
muptcat^d this turn to my mothfer, who was always 
bis infeparaWe. companion. I was born in Perfia ; my 
father was my fole preceptor, and inftrufted me from 
,&£b and obfervations founded upon experience, and 
not by taking his teflbns from books; he made me 

. ' ftidj 
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4tuAj nature in the countries and delerts.throu^ 
which we were incefTantly paiSng ; and he taught sna 
to know' mankind, by judging of them in a mafs^ 
from their laws and focial inftitutions. As foon as 
we arrived in a new region, my father ^formed htm«« 
fcif, with care, of the nature of the government^ 
and its general and particular laws: this knowled^^ 
being once acquired, he had an exaffc infight into the 
morals, the virtues* and vices of the. nation.; he im«<> 
parted to me his conjectures ; and the examination wc 
made afterwards, as we ftudied the inhabitants, ali« 
ways confirmed his firft judgment. I had the mislorft 
tune to lofe this excellent father at the age of twenty i 
my mother had long been dead ; I had three \}r<U 
thers •, we had always lived together in the greateft 
harmonyj W€ were averfe to feparate, and it was dc4 
termined among us,' that we flioula continue our 
travels for two years longer, and then return to our 
father's country. We had frequently hca«i of the 
-magnificence of Aaron Rafchid's court ; and curiofity 
led us to Bagdat. Being arrived in that fuperb cityj 
we made acquaintance with fome Europeans of our 
own age ; and we all ' lived together in the fame 
houfe. My brothers poffefled many agreeable ta- 
lents, and played upon feveral inftruments ; ibme of 
our companions had the fame tafte 5 and, as we could 
not enjoy at Bagdat the fr^e exercife of our religion, 
we agreed- to meet together in a room upon every fcf- 
tival, to chant divine fervlce. Sonve chanted the 
pfalms, others played on various inftrufnents, and the 
whole formed a very loud concert. The room lay to* 
wards the ftreet, the people flapped as they went by 
to hear us ;-- the tendency of thefe proceedings was 
quickly difcovered J Mahometan intolerance took the , 
alarm; and an tdvSt was obtained from the caliph, 
which was publiftjed throughout the city, and which 
forbad ailChriflians, uiider pain of death,, to aifemble 
for the purpofe of chanting their prayers ; leavings 

B 2 however. 
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libwevef, to every one the liberty of reciting- them in 
fiiuiic, if vthe chant cnade.partof their religious rites ^ 
but allowing fuch permiffion individually only, pro- 
scribing, without exception, every meetingi were it 
compoied of but two or. three perfons. This prohi- 
bition difgufted me to fuch a degree, that my whok 
thoughts were employed, upon the means of eluding 
it. I had a flrong mechanical turn ; and, after fome 
refledtion, I conceivedrthe idoa of contriving an in- 
^rument, which would imitate thofe already known, 
«hd even the human voice. , At* the fame time, I 
wanted it to produce a found that refembled a con- 
cert of various tones. I applied .my felf night and 
day, and, in lefs than fix months, formed an iuftru- 
ment t>f enormous bulk, which I named an organ, 
and which perfeftly anfwered my intention. I then 
placed it near my window, and regularly played upojn 
it, morning and e.venlng, while I chanted the pfalms 
for the day* The caliph was foon informed, that, 
.notwithftanding :the rigour of hi^ prohibition, the 
phriilians again p^formed their religious concerts., 
and with more clamour than ever. The caliph iiTued 
' orders in cenfequence.; and onis morning,, as I wa3 - 
playing on my organ at my ufual:hour, a loud knock- 
ing was heard at the dooo I ihut the organ, and 
zrofc and opened the door ; a band of armed meiv* 
Xent by the caliph^ entered my chamber, and teftified 
4.he greateft .m;^rks qf ailoniihment at finding me 
alone. The chief of the band aiked me^ what was 
become of my accomplices. I replied, I had none. 
He paid.no regard tP this reply, and made unavailing 
fearch after the other muficians, in every room in the 
lioufe ; he pa-fled by the organ many timesy without 
having«the fmalleft idea that it was an inflrument of 
n(iu{ic ; for I had conft|;ufted it in .the form of a 
bureau. At laft, not being able to comprehend how 
jnj companions could have made their efcape, he 
^prdered me to accompany him ^ J.^lked to be brought 
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ifitcf tlie prefence of the caliph 5 he replied, he would 
cbnduft me thither. The prince was defirous t© 
examine me himfelf. He received- me with a fevcre 
and gloomy air, and furveyed ' me for fome time in 
iilence 5 and, being ftruck with the ferenitjr of my 
countenance, « Young madmian',^' faid ' he, * whaft 
could have in^tred you with fuch bohlnefs and fuch ' 
contempt of life?* — < Seignior,'? rej^idd I,' '.nothing, 
encourages innocente fo^ much as the* afpeft of an 
equitable jiidge.'^ — *' But,^ retorncd he, •^'thou canft 
not deny thy difobedience ; I myfelf ha^ebeen under 
thy window ;- 1 myfe^f heard thenoife ofinftruments 
and voices; afhd ye« thou wert found alone in thy 
chamber.- What-'btfcame of thy companions?' — ^I 
h'ad none/—* Hear* me : thy appearance pleafes and 
interefts me, and thy youth excites my compaffion. 
I can pardon thee v but I iniifl upon a frank confef- 
fion/ — * No, Seignior, you wotrld furely not pardon 
one who could be bafe enough to inform againft his ^ 
ffiends.'— * Well/ cried the caliph with angepj < every 
Chriflian la Bagdat fhall this day be thrown into ^ 
prifon.' — * They will remain there at moft but a few 
hoursi' replied I, with the utmoft tranquillitjr. — * And 
who will deliver them ?' — * Mjfelf, Seignior.*-^ At 
this reply the caliph wa&mute with aftonifhment, not 
knowing whether he ihouid pronounce fentcnce 
againfl me, or difmifs me as a man out' of his fenfes. - 
I-refumcd, however^ -my difcourfe : -< Seignior,' faitl 
I^- ' I can venture to proteft to you, that f have not 
difobeyed your orders^j that I was alone i and this I 
can eaiily demonftrate, if you will deign to fend for 
/the bureau which is in my- chamber* Before yoii, - 
will I open this myfterious piece of^ furniture ; and 
.you will fkid therein -pofitive proof of my innocence. 
The caliph, whofe furprife was ftill more increafed, 
immediately commanded what I had folicited, to be 
done ; and my organ was brought into his apartment. - 
"While- I was putting it in order, the calipk> who - 

vakcd^' 
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waited T^ith (^qual curi^fity and impatience the dr^ 
tmmment df this lingular fceile, repaired to the prin-^ 
:cef8 Abafla^ his fifi:er j he ga've her an account ofour 
interview^ and returned with hei* in his hand. This 
princefsy wearing' a long veil> which concealed both 
her fiafce.and fhape, fat down upon the flocH*, beilde 
her brother, riot far from- the organ, and directly op- 
pofite tO' it- I thren a&ed the caliph's permiffion to 
fit before my inftrument 5 and at the fame moment I 
began to iing and play. As foon as the caliph heard 
the powerful and harmonious tones, which imitated 
in fuch perfe^kion the found of flutes, hcH-ns, haut- 
bois, and the human voice, he arofe with tranfport ; 
< Is it poffiblc^' cried he, ' that this piece of furniture 
'c;in be a mufical inftrument !'; — <*Yesi Seignior,' re- 
plied I, * and- 1 invented it to mitigate the fevcrity of 
your prohibition.'—* In profcribing the meetings,' 
fald the caliph, * my only aim was to reprefs the 
fplendour and folcmnity which your ceremoniei re- 
ceived from the union of vario»s voices, and different 
inftruments of mufic. I had not foref&en this maxs- 
veilous expedient for . annulling my edi6l 5 but k is 
ijuft,' added hey < that fuch as are forced to obey, 
&ould have more ingenuity than thofe who coiii- 
mand.' On faying this, he turned towards Abaffa, 
to alk her what fhe thought of this adventure. — I 
^then heard tliemoii charming arid gentle voice which 
•had ever ftruck my ear, requeft him, in terms which 
were highly flattering to me, to reward the inventor 
of fo extraordinary a difcovery. The caliph drew 
near me : * Young man,' faid he, * I admire talents, 
I am fond, of the arts, and^thy perfon pleafes me ; I 
am defirous of having an explanation of the me- 
4:hanifm of this wonderful machine \ and I will take 
care to make your fortune : thus,' continued he, in 
•addrefling himfelf to his fitter, < will you be fatisfied, 
•Abafia 5 for I retain both tlie inftrument and the in^ 
Tentof ?'-«-^Oa that very day was I inftalledin the 

palace ; 
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palace ; a fplendid fuite of apartments was allotted 
me ; I had maiiy flaves to attend me, and received 
qiagnificent prefents. I had no fortune, and was de- 
lighted to have made one in ib rapid and lingular a 
manner 5 but I was not lefs.ftruck with the defpotifm 
wiiich the prince blended even with tlie moil diftin- 
guiihed of his favours ; for he had difpofed of me as 
a flave, without confujlting n^e, an4 without conde- 
fcending to inquire whether any particular engage- 
ment formed any obftacle to his defire of attaching 
me to him. I made many reflections upon this fub- 
je6t, which imprefledme with melancholy fcnfations ; 
but I was young) without experience, and was dazzled 
at the great qualities of the prince, who indeed pof- 
fefles many in a ViCjy eminent degree (3). I flibok off 
all thoughts of the terrible confequences of his def- 
potifm, . and entirely gs^ve myfelf tip to the hopes 
which ambition and fortune created. On the next 
day, the caliph fent for me to explain the mechanifm 
of the organ. In this demonftration, I perceived, ia^ 
tjhe courfe of a few minutes, that he was dc^cient in 
the knowledge which was neceffary to give him an 
iniight into the nature of complicated mechanifm ^ 
as^d, at the fanie time^ that his^felf-love induced him 
to endeavour to conceal his ignorance. As he had 
much fenfc and intelligence, I Siid^ld have been able, 
0n giving him fome idea of firft principles, to have 
demonfbrated what he was folicitous to know : but he 
would ha,ve a learned explication ; he feigned to un- 
derftand, what was impoflible for him to "compre-- 
hends and my demon ftrat ion was abfolutely ufelefs 
to him ; all he derived from it was, the fecret per- 
^afion that he had given me a high idea of his know- 
.ledge J ^nd I was ^lortified at obferving hoi^ f^ar the 
puerility and pride of the moft enlightened jsian may 
.he carried,, when, he has be^n corrupted by cuftom 
and the ufe pf unbounded p^wer. He difpofed, 
however, .of laay organ in a tmrnner whiqfe highly gr2^- 

tified' 
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tified me. The ambafladors of Charlemagne were 
then at his court -, and the caliph included the inftrir- 
ment in the number of the prefents with which he 
charged them for their matter (4)." At this part of 
Barmecide*s narrative, Ifambard obferved it was paft 
ten o'clock y they agreed to meet again the next day, 
at the fame hour, and to dedicate the whole evening 
to the reft of a ftory, which the friendfliip and cele- 
brity of Barmecide rendered fo interefting. 



CHAPTER Ih 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF A DESPQt. 

/Toujours fon amiti^ traine un long efckyage. 
' Racine^ 

ON the following evening Theobald petired at 
feven o'clock. The three knights repaired to Bar- 
mecide's chamber, who thus went on with his ftory t 
** My favour with the caliph increafed every hour \ 
that prince was extremely fond of reading ; one day 
when* he wilhed to'^read with me an excellent moral 
work upon the duties of man,' he arofe from his feat 
in ordef to fhut himfelf up in his cabinet, < What are 
you about,' Seignior! faid I, < Ah J^ rather open all 
the doors, an ufcful leftuire is a benefit which a prince 
ought not to withhold from his fubjeds' {5). < Ban* 
mecide,' replied- he, ^ it is . dangerous to teach the 
multitude to reafon, it will lefibn their obedience/ 
« Your friend, feignior,* returned I, * your hero, Char- 
lemagne, does not think in that manner. You know 
With what zeal he eriUeavours to propagate know- 
ledge.' * His magnanimity leads him aftray,' faid 
Aaron, interrupting him. « Hear me,' continued 

be. 
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hty * doA thou imagine it is to be miOietl • that anfi- ' 
mals, which bend patiently to our. yoke, flibuld. be 
endowed with underftanding' and intelligence ? 
Thinkefl: thou it would be advantageous to mankiiid 
that camels and elephants,^ whofe prodigious ftrength 
is fo fubfervient to our wants^nd pleafures, fbould be 
able to refleft and reafon ?'*— The dark depth of this 
difcourfe, .which contained • all the policy of defpo- 
tifm, chilled me with dread v I at length learned to 
know in'what eftimatibn a fovereign defpot holds.the 
people he^ governs^ - 'This barbarous egotifm' Excited 
my horrour, and I fecretty determined to ab1indon.tbe 
court of aprfnce I could no longer efteehi^ a^faoaas 
I found an occaflon to efcapeVkbout danger, '^ii>I 
had no^ hopes of obtaining : perrtxiffion* to rctiii. 
Flight eoiild alone rid me of the flavcry of his favouTr ' 
or the dangei? of his difplcafqre.> Would to heaven 
I had perfevercdr in my defign t But an.attra^Udn 
more powerful than ambitiofij^^ foon iixed my, : eft a- 
Mifliftiem^at' this tempeftfk)u$ court. / • The iealiph was 
p^fiiotiately*fond -of the princfeft his fi£lier;i'it Had 
.been his cuiVom to paft all his time which he icoliW 
fpare fyom public affairs, in her company ; butiSLnoe 
•I had been received into fuc;h favour, his vifits becoawe 
Jefs frequent", our particUkr interview* having: ieju- 
groiled the greater part of Ws leifiire^ the fevere ma.np- 
ntrs of the eaft did npt< allow my.adolilitanceas aittiiiisi 
perfon to their converfations. The caliph hiti^ftl^ 
bad been guilty of great irregularily, in ha«>^g; 
inrought her into the apart tnmit in which I i^asbdUfi^ 
the day -I exhibited my organ 5 be imagittcd hpfejui^^^ 
without any feriou3 c(mf6quente^ infi^iige'iipon.thi^ 
jiacred cuftom for once only,, in- fsonfiderafipn ;pt '/b 
extraordinary a circung^ftatK^e ;: biit nothing -jEOjutli.bav.e 
engaged him to repeat it; He/cpmplaijii^d-oiF^^hi^rto 
me frequently ; he lamented Aiatjh^ ^<y4l4 nQthrix^g 
two people together whofe ibeiiety was; f6.agfeeabi^i/tjij> 

him* This prince ha4 tpo|?tucI|rUnde^il^]i^i|»g^s)()4 
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hmordtA^, tiof to Feel the aWittdity of this cuftoni ; 
but^ Ukie sill other tyrants, he was felicitous iKxt to 
make innoiatiiDns^ unlefs his pajSions or his intereft 
Iforeivailed over aU political motires* He defpifed pre- 
i judiccs, yet tielieyiiig them Ufdfbi to his authority, he 
1 affected 'to refpeft them, and negk<£ted nothing that 
^-tended' to render them venerable in the eyes of the 
-mukitude; - He was ccoitinually fpeaking to me of his 
c£fler ;i he praifed her beauty, her tinderA^'nding^ and 
' >lier feniibiMty of difpofitioii. Theie coftverfations did 
inoc faiLtb intereil me, and g^titude foon intreaieid 
jbbth the/gratifi€9tion and the danger of them. Ose 
jday^he &n$ for me much earlier than nftial, * Barme- 
kidd,':faid he, « the vizier died fuddenly laft night, I 
liare confuited JlbafTa this morning upon the choline of 
Tal^fuc€e£^or, : and at the fame time 'named fuch as 
rxnight h^ve pretenfiohs to the ofiice ^ ihe excluded 
jttem all, and' told me that the friend of Aaron ap- 
peared to her the only peffon who ought to be nooxl- 
dsated $ thus Barmecide, it is yoti ihe has namedl* 
:« i; fitignior I' cried !.--< Yes, yourfelf/ replied the 
caliph,^ -^ smd I adopt her recommendation I afh 
^aware, that[»fotir youth will make my choice appear 
extrs(ordinary,- but it will give the greater fpiendour 
•to it; on perceiving what I have done for -you, every 
one will give you credit folr^the ^ctftM<?atiohs which 
feould^'jtii&fjr fu^h favour/*^* I' 4tii not worthy of it/ 
V^sSttirned I^ ' noj feignior, I have neither tiie re<imfite 
^^l^t^ nor/ekpe^ienc6.' •'Barmeeide,' intcrifupted 
^e<e«Mph ih a^^oiftniaSnding tdne, < when I judge yon 
da^^e, « ri«:h, diffidence is not allowable/—* Btat^ 
ielgmor^ my religion P^i-** I do not reqwire yowtoab- 
jiikreit y^ ^\ pnblic worJQMp k prohibited yem, and that 
is all I ^^fe#ibe V bcfidfcs, being henceforward con* 
fineditoiti^4tt£debf this pai^e, you m\\ be Jefs than 
igver expofed'to iKe infpeftiiStt of the people^ all they 
W^H'knoW'of-youi will' be' your labours, and they will ' 

li(K:€0iicem^thtmMvc3 about your beUfi^ faiawordi 

■r^i- ; ^ri I repeat 
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I. repeat to yotX) that. my choice and inclination wiU 
juftify every thing in the eyes of the poblic*' 

<< After a converfation of this kind, it was neceflary 
t<9 CQnfent to the will of a prince whofe favours were 
a^ difficult to be refufed> as was his vengeance to be 
avoided ^i ^d thus waisiti that at the age of twenty- 
two, I found myfelf prime miniftet of a vaft empire. 
The caliph>,wbo. had' sdrieady' extended hisgoodnefs 
to iny bi<others, now Iwded them with favours. He 
did not ^onf^r ^any public oiEce upon them, but he 
was defirou^ that the brothers of the vizier ihould 
liv^ in great opulence. They made a worthy ufe of 
their fortune, all their economy was con£ned to per« 
fonal expepfes ; their oaagnificence appeared only in 
tli^ir giftS) and their alms. I thought'^ they did» 
Ihe treafures I pofleffed from the Hberality of the ca* 
liph I diftributed among men veTletterft) artifts^ and 
the unfortunate ; and, itx a ihort time, the Barme- 
cides became celebrated, and dear to the nation, I 
was foon fenfiUe of all the weight of the burden I 
had taken u^n me.. The caliph, as is generally the 
^afe wj[th abfolute fovereignS| was neither fond of la- 
bour, nor public tfcfFairs; he did not extend his views 
))^yfHHi the limits 6f his own rieign, and ever certain 
of obtaining b^att edift whatever money he wifhed 
£pr, he cared ^ little fdr thjc ilateof his finances i 
I fonnd ithem in wretched decay, and my principal 
^ar^.was to retrieve them, to eafe the burden ef the 
people, and to maintaih fkriA juf):ice in all the tribu- 
ni^s. The mod happy fuccefs, and the approbation 
-a^ the puhHc, rewarded my tolls. The peopk alone 
^re ! the real ;difpcnfers of glory ; the enithufiafm of 
their gralltBde imparts a 'itharih which captivates and 
traa^ort^ a generous mind. To them I afl^ionately 
attached myfelf^ and this attachment proved the in^- 
e^^hauftiMe fource of patn and unavailing regret.. I 
coukl ikot enjoy the felicity I rendered the nation, 
WiiW I cbnfidered Hm . no inviolable law^ no ilable 
. form 
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form of government, fecured the foUdity of it; 
when, in fine, I confidered, that either the death of 
Aaron, or my own,* would in a moment dcftroy all 
my work. I fometimes endeavoured, but in vkiti', ^o 
infpire the caliph with a folickude whii^h appeared to 
me fo natural ; his heart, corrupted by pride^ could 
neither participate^ nor eren conceive it. One day 
as he appeared afFe£):ed at the homage the people had 
paid him ; < tender-hearted people,' cried I, « what 
would become of you if Aaron no longer exifted !'— 
At thefe words I faw joy fparkle in the caliph's eye. 
* Yes, yes,* faid he, * then would they feel the pro- 
per value of aH I am doing for them.'-^« But, feig- 
nior,' returned I, * if your fucceffor ihould abufe the 
abfolute power, which in your hands is fo worthily 
employed ! — if thefe people, whom you love, fhoitld 
groan under oppreffion ?'—»•< They will regret me the 
more keenly,* replied thfe cali{^^ This, horrid ex- 
preiHon flopped my mouth, it deftroycd the feeble 
hopes I had encouraged, and i murmured at fate, 
which chained me^ in the court of this inflexible 
defpot, inftead of having placed me under fuch a 
prince as Charlemagne. 

«< Two years, however, etapfed, fince the period 
in which I was invefted with the office of vizier \ but' 
unremitting toils of application^ and a growing me- 
lancholy at length undermined my health, and endan<- 
gered my life ; the caliph manife^ed on this occafion 
all the anxious difquietude of friendship ; this prince 
was fond of whatever was agreeable ot^ neceffary to 
him ; to contribute to his amufement, or be ufeful to 
him> were the fole means of (ecuring his attachment ^ 
he would then be capable of the moft amiable proce- 
dure and attentions. He placed {o much value upon 
his affeAiony. that he thought it could alone entitle 
the perfon who was the object of it to his familiarity^ 
and at the fame^time, that it ought to in^ire un- 
bounded devot^dnefs in return*, I was ^but too well' 

, affuredi 
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aflured, that pride and perfoniil mtereft were the firft 
fprings, and the folc balls ^ his conduft and fenti- 
meats ; yet hbkindnefs for lAe was fo conftant, ihat 
H was impoffible not to be afifefted at it ; 1 loved him, 
and not being abte to deceive myfelf refpe£^!ng what 
lie was, I often delighted to confider what he might 
have been with" another education, and in a different 
condition of life ; I then faw him: the man, whom I 
fhould have chofen- for my mofl intiitiate friend j for 
nat-ure hadlaviflied tipon him every thing that.ibouki 
intereft and perfuade ; he had corrupted the gifts of 
nature to fuch a degree, that with extenfive know- 
ledge, a fiiperior underftanding, and gracefulnefs of 
addrefs, he was yet linamiable, even in the intercourfe 
of intimacy. He referred every thing to himfelf, 
fpoke only of himfelf ^ his friend was condemned to 
aft the eternal part of confidant and admirer ; his 
private coAverfttions had aevcr any charm for me, ex- 
cept when he talked af the princefs, his fy&er, and 
''of her he was continually fpeakiiig. I Uflened, for a 
long while, with pleafure, to the praifes he gave 
her 5 afterwards this converfation itnpreffed me with 
certain painful fenfations, which I was unable to de- 
fine, and which at the Tame time became ftill more 
engaging 5 I always was ready to favour its intro- 
duction, or to prolong its duration. I had been much 
affefted at the manner in which the princefs had re- 
commended me to the office of vizier $ and I afcribed 
€0 gratitude the extreme intereft flie infpired me with. 
Since that - period, the caliph frequently mentioned 
that fhe fpoke of me ; flie was proud, he faid, of my 
fiiccefles and conduct. Thcfe difcourfes funk deep 
into my memory, they were inceffantly renewed j I 
ftill recolledted the fweet found of the voice I bad 
heard the day t was in the fame apartment with her ; 
I c<^dered, with pleafure, that after the caliph, I 
was'the only man in the world fhe had ever beheld j 
I ventured to believe ihe had preferved the meniory 
' of 
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of that uicident ^ thie; proofs of att^tii^n.and cj^eem^ 
which fhe h^ iince.givfia me^ cQ&fo^xi^ed that i<}^'i 
in f^ne, I reprefented her tq xpy^ fancy in all th,c 
charms wjth which the caliph had ^spl^ted her ; ^n4 
AbaiTa fopn became the objejft.ofj.ali my reveries- 
Whc^never I wa$ able to un^ecdve imyfi^lf refpediing 
the fenfati9<as I feU/ I dep^osr^dj with bitterne^, ^ 
folly of fo itrange a nature y my n|ielanciiqly incrc afe4 
by. t|iefe reflections, and then it wa^ th^t the dedint 
of: ipy health gave the caliph £o n^nch coi^cern>^nd 
p^iSK The phyficians of .the court were confultedy 
aod they dec^aired their opinion that my cafe was mor-^ 
tal } hoifever, I ilill continued my labo^^, and at^ 
tend^4 sifS ufMali M il\t appointed hoi^rs^ upon th(e 
f!(iliph f f^r m jhc. .commerce of pidnce^, the beflf 
Jioved courtier is the, moft enflayedty &ije:thpdic;il in 
friendfhip>.becauj[e they cannot feel that dear apd 
eafy independency which, conftitutes the charms o^ 
|)»timate connexion,, they comtnand their rendezvous, 
they hs(V6 their hours of confidence^ ajsul e^fion of 
heart, as ini^ar^ably fixed as their hours/of audience/' 
^ Whep Barmecide, was at this.p^rt of hi^ i^^rxatiy^ 
a knocku)kg was heard at the ch^oaiber d^r.. ..Ifam-; 
bard arofe, and opening it, readily psirdo^d the iJOf^ 
terruption, when he faw Lancelot epter, who in* 
formed them^ that having been a month at the court, 
of Beatrice, that princefs ha4 this d^y charged hinx 
with anjmportant commiffion for Theobald. Laa<^ 
Celot added, that h^ had arrived gt the moment in 
which t^e old man was retiring to reft, ian^ $hat^ 
after having /.delivered his cc^miffiop, knowing hi;s 
friends .were in the caftle, he could npt irefift thein- 
dii^ation he felt to embrace them before he went; 
away. Ifambard a&ed Lancelot many queftions re-> 
lative to the court of Beatricfi. , " Yov will &id! 
thqre," faid Lancelot, « feveral French k|iights } An-t 
gilbert> young jRogei?) Ar.chambiiUv and fomie Qlj^?9.i 
you wilUikiQwife fee Og^r th« DsbMj whQ is }M:\^yf. 

arrived.'* 
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ttf i tf eJ *." At the& wordsi, Ifambard began to iaughj 
on recollefting the cottage of Oger^ and his ftory. 
«* We have ft ill a 'warrior," refumed Lancelot, '« who 
'might be named in the number of the French, on ac- 
connt of his attachment to Charlemagne y it is Grr- 
snaldOy duke of Beneventum. Although the brother- 
itk*'lSLvr of Adalgife *> and a prince, yet he is grateful. 
'Formerly ^ feoftage at the court of France, and owing 
to the generdfity of the emperor both his education 
. aikl his domiiikms, he feels, as he ought, the value 
of fuch uncommon favours ; and far from nnii ing 
with the enemies of Charlemagne,, he has hhhertD 
ever fought againft them (6). You will find fome 
other princes on our fide, Theudon, king of Panno- 
nia, and the foitr fonsof duke Aimon" (7), 

After thefe particulars rci'pe^Sling the warriors, they 
fpoke of the duchefs> and the ladies of the tourt. 
Lancelot lausthed out in the praife of Beatrice in 
fuch a manner^ that- the three knights judged he was 
in love with heap. << I do not poffefs fo much tenae- 
rity^" replied Lancelot : « the infenfibHity of which 
ihe had given fo much proof, and which has afFembled 
tis all aboilt her, is a prefervative from the danger of 
-her charms ^ among us, hitherto, the king of Pan- 
nonia only has ventUri»i to declare himfelf her lover^ 
f&t kings have no doubt of any thing ; L ftifpe^t, be« 
fidesj that the laft of the four fons of Aimon, tKe 
youthful Gttichard, loves her in fecret ; but he is fo 
timid, that the war, whatever its duration may be, 
will certainly be over before he will venture to make 
known his love. For my own part, I have declared 
myfelf the knight of the young and charming Delia, 
the favourite of Beatrice -, with a countenance expref- 
five of the tendereft fenfibility, and enchanting fweet- 
nefs of manners, fhe has a heart as inacceffible to 

.*^f well M TaffilloD, duke of- Bavaria; he had hiarrled a 

Jov« 
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love as that of Beatrice ; I have many rivals^ and vte 
are all treated with like indifference. The other 
young ladies/ attached to the duchefs, are all 4iflin« 
guiihed by the gracefninefs of their perfons, an4 the 
cultivation of their minds.* But you will meet there 
- a lady renowned for her beauty, her virtue, and the 
glory of having withftood the paiEon of the greateft 

prince upon earth." « What I" cried Ifambard^ 

<* is Amalberga at th^ palace of Beatrice ?" <« She 
has taken the fureft meafure,** replied Lancelot, 
" that of flying from court ; but if, as it is believed, 
(he fecretly loves the emperor, how will flie be able to 
forget him ? the fame of that hero purfaes her eveiy 
where" (8). Oliver like wife aiked feveral queftions 
relative to the confederate princes. <* I have been 
twice in their camp," anfwered Lancelot, "they. are 
much fuperior in numbers to us, and have many 
chiefs among them. very, formidable for their talents 
arid valoUr. Among others. Ceroid, and the duke 
-of Spoletto, and two more prince^,, p^ffionate ad- 
mirers of Beatrice, Henry, duke of Friuli, and the 
ambitious Hartrad,^ count jo£ Thuringia ; they alfo^ 
cxpeft Conftantine, porince of Greece, and fon of th< 
famous Irene" (9). After all thefe explanations, Iau^ 
celot aflured the two friends, that Beatrice, being in* 
formed of their arrival^ expe6ted them with impa- 
tience 5 they promifed to join her ftandard the day 
after the morrow, and Lancelot took his leave,, and 
returned the .fame evening. 



CHAPTER 



THE SWAN. %^ 

CHAPTER III. 
THE GOLDEN HERB. 



Alhblcftfccrcts, 



All yoii unpublifhed virtues of the earth, 
- Spring with my tears; be- aidant and* remediate 
Id th^^good man^s diflrefs. 

King Ltar. SsAKtsPEARir. 

LANCELOPg vifit having takeaiip the remain- 
ing part of the evening, Barmecide promifed to finifh 
his ftory the next day> aad he thearefumed it in the 
following terms, 

*« I was in the declining ftate of health I have de- 
fcribed, and, as I have already faid, ftill attended 
cpon Aaron at the accuftomed hours. One-day, after 
a long interview, at the moment I' was going to take 
my leave of him, he detained me for a while. . * I 
had liked to forget,* faid he^ * a thing, which ap- 
pears to me fo chimerical, that it is hardly worth 
talking to you about ; but it at Teaflr will' prove the 
intereft my fifter takes in the pain your indlfpofition 
occasions me. You muft know that AbafTa, though 
born with a good underttanding,. poffeflcs all the 
credulity, which perfeft innocence, and the educatiou 
of a feraglio, can create. ' She bas been brought up 
by an old female flave named Nouraha, and in whorti 
fhe places all her confidence*. JNoiiraha, knowing the 
condition you were in, has been confulting, I know 
not what empiric, who, in her opinion, is a wonder- 
ful perfonage. This man has told her, that there 
exifts upon the fummit of a high mountain, in the 
neighbourhood of Bagdat, a miraculous plant, very 
difficult to be difcovercd, which would infallibly cure 
you. It ihight indeed be poffible, that a plant, the 
virtues of which are but little known, might contain 
fome which would prove beneficial in your cafe ; but 

what 
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what entirely deftroys my hopes in that refpcft, iff- 
the extravagant defcription which tb^ empiric makes 
of this fabulous plant. * My fffter ha& given me this 
defer iptiori, which, 1 will fpare you.'-r'Here I inter-^ 
i^pted the caliphj in order to exprefs the curiofity I' 
felt to hear it ; * Well/ faid he^ * fince ypu are de- 
termined to amufe ypurfelf wkh that folly, I am 
going to. read it to you ^. upon whii^h be.; read aS' 
follows : ^ . 

« By permiffion of Almighty God, and his divine, 
prophet,, tjhere exifts upon the lop of aj%iount^n eeft— 
ward of Bagdat., a m^rvqllous^ plaiU^ named The 
Golden Herb ; becaufe ith^s the power to change tbp 
moft common metals into gold. It cap likewift cui^ 
all the ills of man and child ]>y a fingle touch ;. but to 
man it is invifible v a pure and chaile woman b^p 
folely the right of breaking it from ijts ftalk witKou): 
danger 5 flie who has not preferved her innQcei?<;c 
will die on endeavouring to pluck.it. ThcGoldm HerJf 
muffi be fought for duriixg the. calm of the njgbtj onl% 
it then fhines like a lucid taper, it i? only to \)t fouw' 
in places plaRj:ed with ceda^rs (1.0). * 1 

^ You arc iiware,' faid: Aaron, * what credit? i^, due 
to a phyfician who reconjnaends fuch a remedy;, yet^ 
rny jGfter entertains no doubts of the eflicaqy oi the 
recipe; in confequence of vBfhich, fliei&defivq^ithat' 
iearch fhojiird be made after this admirable plant,, and 
flie has aiked my pernpkiffion to fend old Nourahac this 
very night to the mountain, attended. by N^-fuf, the 
ihief of her flaves^. . I &ave confented for this night, 
only, finding it impoffibk .to remove her credulity*' ' 
After having exprdTed my gratitude at fuch affec- 
tionate kindnefsy I quitted the ca.liph;. My, heart; wa^ 
fp full, that the inftant I found myfelf alone^ I could- 
not, fupprefs my tears.; X thoufand^ difiierent fbifar 
tiops agitated me a-t the iatne jnon^ent ;-aftiQr much 
refteSlion,' and impelled on- by ?t deiirc which J could - 
nqt overcome, I fent for Nafuf \ \ fcae w that Have 5 
_ ' * he 
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he owed his place to me, and he was Intirely at my 
devotion. He immediately appeared ; and after 
having informed him of what the caliph had told mey 
I inquired if Nouraha knew him ? he replied, that, 
Nouraha having been always confined to the inmoft 
part of the princefs's palace, he had never Teen her* 
I then declared, that I had an odd fancy to examine 
what fteps this flave would take in order to difcovcr 
the marvellous plant. Nafuf obje£led, that I could 
not fee her, becaufe fhe mufl quit me at the foot of 
the mountain^ no man being allowed to be prefent at 
the fearch after The Golden Herb.' I pretended, 
that I would conceal myfelf to obferve her, and in 
fine, I aiked him to fubftitrute me in his ftead ; wt 
promifed each other inviolable fecrefy, and he con- 
fented to what I &> ardently defired, well perfuaded, 
that Nouraha would always imagine (he had been con- 
dud^ by Nfafuf. I waited for night with inexprefE- 
,ble impatience, and, at the appointed hour, being 
dUguifed in the garments of Nafuf, I-repaired to a 
little door of the palace which opens towards the 
country. I gave two raps : fome minutes after the 
door half opened \ a female, covered with a long 
veil, made her appearance ; another female, who ac- 
companied her, afked me who I was. I anfwered in 
a low voice, lam Nafuf; at thefe words one of them 
went out, the door was fhut to, and we began our 
walk. My companion trembled and tottered at every 
ilep fhe took ; I was more confufed than herfelf, but 
kept profound iilence. We continued for a quarter of 
an hour to walk along the banks of the Tigris ; we 
then travcrfed a fmali wood, at the end of which we 
difcovered the foot of the mountain. My timid com- 
panion drew back her arm which fhe had pafTed under 
mine, and made me a fign with her hand ^ to with- 
draw. I inftantly obeyed. The night was clear and 
bright ; I perceived an enormous rock at a fmall dif- 
tance from me ; I di^ew that way, and concealed my- 
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fclf behindtheroclc among the fhrubs 5 I placed myt^ 
felf infuch a manner'asto be able to obfferve through • 
the branches the^ ^erfon whoft "motions infpired me 
with fo much mtcteft. — She ftpod for fome time mo- 
tionlefs; I then obferved her 'prepare to lift up her 
▼eil. O prefentiment of love ! the converfation with, 
the caliph made me penetratfe what pride and^'pr^- 
ftimption would never have ventured to imagine, but 
what love fliould have divined } Yes ; I expected t6 
find AbafTa fubilituted in the place of her flave, that 
AbafTa, whofe charming countenanrce I had never be- 
lield 5— and, in truths it?was fhe herfelf ! She lifted 
up her veil ; the moon fhed fufficient 'light -to enablfe 
xne to diftinguifh her features; I faw heriide-face 
only, but I was n€t lefs ftruck with her tranfcendent 
beauty. lexpedled indeed to fee her, but fo wide is 
the difference bet weenr the beft founded hope ^nd^restl 
certitude, that I felt almoft as much fiirprife as delight 
on this occafion. She ftretched forth her arms for- 
wards heaven,* and fell down upon her knees : < Su- 
preme being,- cried fhe,/ O thou, the fovereign ar- 
biter of our deftihyj deign toTiearand conduft me ! ' 
My hands* are innocent, my heart* is tender, thou 
ktioweft it. — If thou wilt' have a vi6tim^ I devote my- 
felf without regret or ftruggle 5 take my life, it is - 

felefs, but prolong the valuable exigence aP the be- 
ncfaftor of' this empire.'— Scarce had flie fihiftied ut- 
tering thefe words^ when, impelled by a movement 
which, was impoffiWe to reprefs", I flew' towards her, 
^^nd threw myfclf at her feet : ,fhe inilantly knew me, . 
and drawing back with terror, < O Barmecide,' cried 
flie, « to what dreadful peril doft thou venture to e:r- ; 
ppfe thyfelf * !' On faying ^his j fhe haflily let down 
her veil, and endeavoured to ga away; I detained 
her^ and faid all the p^flionate things; that -love and 

i 

* It is well known, that any man, who law niiet>f 'the wives or 
felitions of the calip]ti witlumt %.vei], in^iirrdd the penalty pf deatb. 

gratitude 
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gratitude could infpire : fhe rcpK<;d only witb fobs and 
tears. I held her robe faft, and conjured her to 
liflen to me, but fhe ilill made vain efforts to efcape, 
« Ah, I too^plainly fee,' faidT, < that compaffion only 
led yau here,; well, Abaffa, if I am not the moll 
happjrof moQ, puniflxme for having been one of the 
xnoft daring. Yes, I can venture to adore you. *I 
have ventured . to believe jthat the fame fentiments 
which drew mje here, had likewife been your guidip. 
Lam ixow fatally.uiideceive3,' but having enjoyed but 
. for a few moments only fuch anr.error, can I fupport 
my exiftence after it is removed? Forbear, forbear an 
unavailing Tearch, »fince lam not loved, for pity at 
leaft let me die*' In fpeaking thus I let go her robe ; 
Abaffa continued motionleis, and heaving a deep 
iigh, * Ungrateful man!' exclaimed flie. At this 
3vord, fo dear to ihy heartj I feized her trembling 
hand, and kiffed it. with raptureT * O heavens,' faid 
Abafla, all difmayed, < cani be.flill worthy to difco- 
.yer the^ plant which can fave thy life ?* — ^Love alouid 
.had the px)wer of difpelling the fears of the credu- 
lous and tender Abaffa : fhe fuffered meto.perfuadc 
her, that The Golden Herb could not cure a melan^ 
choly of which flie herfelf was the real caufe; and 
ihe now. indulged the happinefs of expreffihg, with- 
out c6aftraint, the fentiments which had been fo long 
concealed in ..the inmoft receffes of her foul. But 
foon the dreadful idea of an eternal feparatipn arofc 
to taintthe delight of this tender converfej the caliph 
had allowed, for one night only, the refearch after 
The Golden Herb. Abaffa, in a few minutes, was 
soing to return to the feraglioj and there to fhut up 
• herfelf for ever. However, we were lefs unhappy 
'than before this interview had taken place ; we had 
.no iippes, it is true, but were both certain of bemg 
beloved !— We contrived means of holding correfpon- 
.dence together, not by letter, for that was impoffible, 
i)ut by agreeing to certain iigns, which were exprcf- 
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five of ^Hurance of fidelity,, of love, and of tKe de- 
fire to xneet again ; and the caliph himfelf, without 
being at all aible to fufpeft it, was to be eveiy day the 
interpreter of our fentiments. We were forced to 
feparate two hours before day-light ; our farcwel was 
as afflidling as it was tender, and If you hav& ^yfer 
Ibved^ you ought to conceive what we felt, when 
flopping at the door of the feraglio, and obliged to 
give the fignal of our arrival, I faw the fatal door 
Qpen which was foon to fhut upon AbafTa, and fe- 
parate me from her for ever ! 

" From that moment love became the predominant 
fentiment of my heart j the violent agitation it had 
produced, the endearing occupation it every inf^ant 
afforded, foon relieved me from the languid condition 
intp which I had4>een thrown by labour, difquietude, 
and forrow. As fooii as we are loved, we are never 
without hope ; and however unfortunate it may prove, 
a mutual affe<ftion fuffufes an intereft over our whole 
life, which fills up every vacuity, and for which no- 
thing can compenfate. Frequently, on an evening, 
Ivifited the foot of the mountain where I had feen 
Abaffa, and there wrapped in delicious melancholy, I 
enjoyed my remeinbrances, and even my regret ! — ' 
Every morning J pafled under a window of the 
feraglio ; I there contemplated with delight a fuf- 
pended veil, which, in fpight of the prodigious 
height of the windows, I could diftinguifh throxjgh 
two iron bars j this was one of the myfterious fignals 
of Abaffa ; I replied to it by throwing a ftone againft 
the wall 5 and I was certain the noife would exprefs 
the fentiment I felt, and that love knew how to inter- 
pret it. On a certain day of every week, I went upon 
the Tigris with a numerous band ^ of muficians ; I 
knew that Abaffa, from one of the terraces of her 
palace, was lending an attentive ear to this concert, 
of which fhe herfelf was the objeft. The mufici<gtis 
filled a large bark) as for myfelf I was alone in a 
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•fmalT&iff, o'fratti«r, I ^as with Abafla ; Ifimcicd I 
heard aiidTaw Her ,< land fujrely I fiiw her ;.)maginatioa 
imparted to 'me -her fehtiments duripg this eKourfioiit 
^which thus created a portion of the delight which a 
.rendeizvous affords to a happy lover. I repaired every 
day to the c2A\ph at the appoimed hour^ and this vifit 
was/now grown extremely interefting to mc ; Atiron 
never reteived me but upon leaving his fitter,- and I 
-was certain that he would, :without his having theleaft 
•fufpicion 'of it, bear me fome dear token of the re- 
membrance of the ingenuous arid tender Abafla 5 at 
-one time, while I was with him, a flave came to offe^ 
f he' caliph, on the part of the princefs, a baiket fille^ 
with flowers 5 Aaron received the prefent, but I knew^ 
that myfelf was the fole objeft of the mdSTage. Love 
ftill furnifhed me with purer and dearer gratifications ; 
Abafla had honoured me with the glorious title of 
henefaBor of the empire. It was incun)bent on me to 
Juftify fiich a title. What delight did this idea. blend 
with my labours ! Each beneficent edi£l was publifhed 
ka the ftreets, and in the courts of the palace : | 
.dared to indulge the idea, that on hearing thefe pro^ 
^lamatioiis, Abafla fecretly congratulated herfelf 01^ 
the choice (he Jiad made. She had. founded feveral 
.afylums of hofpitality * : J took delight in augmenting 

• ihem, m adding- to their endowments, arid rendering 
fhem, by Aeir magnificence and utility, worthy of 
the naine of her who had fotmded them« 

** Four months had elapfed fince the happy night 
in which I had ^een Abafla. It wa^now the middle 
•of autumn \ one morning the<:aliph fent for me, and 

I when I entered^ the palace he camesforth to meet me, 
and taking me hy the arm, iafd he wiflied to take'» 
little excurflon with me. When we were out of the 

■ , ^ ^\ • 

*'We r^ad inthc hiftory of the Arabs and Turks, that ahnoft al^ 
tfie prihcdTes &nd Cultanas employed a portion of their treafurts to 
:C^nii public ^ftiihiifh^ei^ts of thi»«ature. 
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palace, « I am^oing to fhoMj^ you/ {aid he, laughip^ 
< fomething very curious, and which has been K^pt a 
fecret from me, 'for I only heard of it yeftcrday even- 
ing.* — ^Thc manner in which the calijph fpo|:e was 
fufficient to banifli all difquietude ; yet <)bfervii?g th«t 
4ie conducted me towards the mountain, I felt a. violent 
emotion ; I begged him to explain himfelf. . { No/' 
replied he* * I am detircrus you (hould have thp plea- 
fure of being taken by furprife.* As he faid thefe 
words, I caft my eyes towards the mountain, and per- 
ceived, with great aftoniflament, a magnificent .obe- 
lilk, conftrufted with white marble, ereftc^d pn the 
very fpot where I had thrown myfelf at Abaffa'^ieet^ 
on drawing nearer, I fa^v" befide the rock a large tent 
open on one fide, in which was a fingle feat. ..f All 
this,* faid Aaron, * is the work of my fifter.j* flie 
wifhed to immortalize the nofiurnal excurfipn of. her 
Nouraha, for fhe does not xronceive that ever woman 
could have undertaken a more hardy and perilous en- 
terprife than to wander alone, and junveiled, over that 
rugged mbuiitain. Abafla has caufed this obeliik to 
be framed, together with this hofpitable tent for the 
weary traveller, or for fuch as come in quefl: of The 
Ooldeiu Herb ; and a multitude of workmen, by h^r 
orders, have laft night erected thefe glorious monu- 
ments of the courage of Nouraha.' After this ex- 
plication, which touched me to the foul, I remarked 
a long infcription upon the obeliik 3 1 was drawing 
-nearer to it, but the caliph holding me ; * Before you 
read this infcription,' faid he, * I muft communicate 
fome trifling particulars, bf which I did not inform 
you at the time, becaufe they could only intereft 
Abafla from whom I received them. You muft know 
then, that Nouraha, doubtlefs to niake a merit of 
it, gave her a pompous atcount of her wanderings 
over the mountain 4 Nouraha pretended, that (he faw 
The Colden Herb glitter, but at the; moment fhe en- 
deavoured to pluck it, the wonderful plant fuddenly 
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dMappcared •, in fine, Noyraha, after % jnoment of 
fiinguine delight* quitted ithe mountain in the deepeft 
forrow ; ilie ftopped near the rock, and there Ihc 
wept ; the infcription gives, in a figurative ftyle, ail 
account of thefe dijSerent occurrences j now you will 
be able to onderfland it ^ read, and remember that 
k is Nouraha who fpeaks.'— rAt thefe words I.drew 
sear the obelifk, and . read fome Arabic verfes, of 
which .the ibilo^ing is a literal tranflation. 

« I. came here .the fifteenth of the moon of faphar, 
guided by the pureft of all fentiments. My happi- 
»cfs at jSrft furpaffed my expeftation ; my eyes con- 
templated what I dared not hope to fee ! tranfported 
with delight, I then knew that the fupreme good was 
no chimera ! But this enchantment endured only an 
inftant,* it is paiTed away, and leaves me an eternal ' 
i^gret, an indelible remembrance I O thou, who art 
drawn here by a fimilar ientiment, repofe in that 
afylum,, and in ^thy vows forget not her who has pre* . 
pared it fpr<thee.' 

*^ I experienced fiioh emotion on perufing this in- 
genuotks and touching infcription, that the excefs of 
my confufion might have betrayed me^ had the caliph 
xibferved it 5 but fo far was he frpm fufpefting the 
.truth, that the condition I was in wholly efcaped his 
notice. He remarked only that the name of Nou- 
raha had been forgotten upon the obelilk, and that 
but one feat was to be found in the tent, circuip- 
ilances which he imputed entirely to the negligence of 
the workmen. 

** Dn that very evening, however, I told -the .ca- 
liph, that having refle^ed on the importance wj^ich 
^he princei« attached to the enterprife of Nouraha^, 
and that a£t having been performed with^a view of re- ' 
ftoring me to healthy I conlidered it was my own 
duty to celebrate it likewife ; Aaron replied that it 
woald prove a certain means' of paying my court ta 
his fiftcr. Tius authorifed by the caliph^ I fent in 
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qiieft of artifts who fhould pafs th€,ni||fat in forming, 
under my own 4nrpe£lk>n, the .plan of a fupcrb tcm* 
pic, iipon the froQt of which J wrote thefe words. 
To Gratitude. On the^following day, attended by » 
numerous fuite, I went to the foot of the mountain, 
and laid myfelf the firft ftone of .the edifice. I th^JiL 
repaired to the caliph, I put the plan of this monu* 
ment into his hands, entreating him to lay it before 
the princefs. This anfwer A^as not fo expreiliTe as 
the letter fhe had written me upon the obeliik ; I 
could impart a fingle fentiment onlyj ,and ihe had 
been able to exprefs all (hi^ felt j but at leaf^I en-^ 
deavoured, that the temple I was -coniecrating to her 
fhould becpnie one of the nobleft monuments of th^ 
capital of that great empire. This temple was im- 
menfely^ large ; its infide -was covered with yellow-- 
antique, and decorate^ with columns of amethyft: 
On entering, the objcft thgit firftjftruck the fight was 
a ftatu^ of white marble^ reprefentjng a woman con<- 
cealed 'Un4er a .veil, and placed upon a magnificent 
pedefftal o;:namented with gilt brohfce : at the foot of 
the fiatue ftopd an altar, upon which a perfume con»> 
tinually afcended from an alabafter vafe, and formed 
an odorous and myfterious cloud, which reached tp ^ 
the height of the ftatue ; this- was ithe facred fire, 
which I caufed to be fed night and day with religious- 
attention: between the columns were placed capa»> 
cious vafes of porphyry, filled with flowers* Avail- 
ing myfelf of the ftreams which iflued frooi the rocky 
part of the mountain, I conftrudted various f)9Luntain» 
within the temple. This edifice had fix grand en- 
trancds, the folding doors of which were fhut in. the 
nJgbt only, and were concealed in the thicknefs of the 
walls, while the fun illumined the horizon ; but fiac 
Jight fiieets of limpid watery felling from the top of 
thefe entrances, formed, during the day, fix tfan- 
fparent blinds, which, by touching a fingle fpriog, 
were Ipwercd or fl;oppedat pleafure. Thefe brilliant 
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curtains ^eferved a delicious <:oGlttefs throuj|h the 
whole edifice J moreover^ being perfuaded that all 
magnificeiice, whatever might be the motive, is only 
Tain ornament, whe^ it contributes not to public uti- 
lity ; and thinking befides, that a beneficent inftitu- 
^ion would prove a bomage moft worthy of Abafla, 
I placed in the periftyle of the teniple a kind of boxj 
upon which was read an infcripti^m to the following 
purport! 

* If any unfortunate and oppreffed people be yet 
to be' found, in the dominions of the moft juft and 
generous of princes, let them here depofit their 
grievances. Their complaints fhall be read every day, 
^md their ills redfeffed. For Barmecide is defirous, 
that henceforward all they, who come to the foot of 
this mountain, fhall be led thltHer by hope, and fin4 
Jiappinefs there/ 

«« The lafl lines of this infcription retraced my own 
adventure 5 I flattered myfelf that AbafTa would com* 
prehend my meaning ; in faft, fhe did not mifunder-. 
iland me, the caliph having obferved, that fhe read 
the lafl fentence with tended approbation. In order 
to render this fpot celebrated, I inflituted a public 
£&flival for the people, on the anniverfary of the r^- 

Jearcb of the golden herb ; it was celebrated each re- 
turning year, to the very period of my flight, in me-^ 

^mory of the .event it confecrated 5 it did not begin till 
night, and was not over till three hours before day- 
bl*eak. The caliph was not at all aftonifhed at what 
I had done in this refpe£l v be knew that by choice I 
led a fimple and even frugal life, but that I difplayed 
the utmofl magnificence in all works of beneficence 
and public utility. It appeared befides to him exceed- 
ingly natural, that knowing, as I did, better than any 
one, his extreme tendernefs for AbafTa, and the ex- 
traordinary afcendancy that young princefs had over 
his mind, I fhould have availed myfelf with eagernefs 
of this favourable oecafion of rendering a fplendid 
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homage to thc.fiftcr of my fovcrcign and benefaAoc. 
There is, indeed^ xxo danger thin prmces ihould ever 
be fur^rif^d at what is done for them,; the.moft paf* 
iionate attachment, and the groffeft flatteey, tannot 
produce an aA of de^iotedfiefs. or magnificence fuiR- 
cient to aftonifh them. Notwithftanding the prodi- 
gious number of artifts and workmen which I em- 
ployed in the copflruAipn of . my temple, the work ^t 
the end of five months was not yet finiihed -y at that 
period a war broke put; I had for two ^ears paft 
exerted my anxious endeavours to prolong .peacq, 
which is fo necefTary to public welfare ; but when I 
found that war was necefTary, I was defirous to declare 
it ; Fhad a double motive for courting glory, iince it 
appeared to me that glory alpne could reconcile me to 
the frightful diftaQce .which would fepa^ate me from 
Abafla. A little while previous to miy entering intp 
the miniftry, I had made a fingle campaigninthe late 
war under the eyes of the caliph ; this prince, juftly 
renowned fpr his military talents, had judged of 'mine 
in. fo favourable ,a way, that he would then have raifed 
me to the firft rank had not the enemy accepted a 
peace on the caliph's own conditions. Encouraged by 
this remembrance, and knpwing that the. caliph would 
not take the field during the firft campaign, Lventured 
tp.afkfor the command of the army, audi obtained 
it. This campaign lafled three months, and was 
crowned with a continual fuccei^pn of viiflory and 
triumph, and what eonftituted its greateft glory, it 
was followed by a peace. The caliph had himfelf been 
too much accuftomed to fuccefles of this nature, to be 
envious of them in another ; he was on the contrary 
highly flattered, that a young mail of twenty-five 
only, of whom he bad made choice in preference to ' 
fo many veterans, fhould have af:hieved fo fplendid aii 
expedition. My entry into Bagdat was iriuniphant;. 
The people in crowds ran to meet me, and efcorted 
;Sue to the gates of the palace ; the ihout9 of joy of 
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that' generous people inebriated me witTl delight ; -a' 
deliglit fo much the more delicious to me, as it was 
impoffible that Abaffa dfd hot hear their acclamations. 
O, how I loved that people who aflforded me fo fwee't 
2- triumph, that people wliofe gratitude will for ever 
illuftrate the name of Barmecide !-^The praifes of 
poets immoftalife their own talents alone ; the favours 
of fover^igns beftow only an artificial grandeur which 
VUniflies away at their difpleafure, but thei acclamation 
of the people confthutes real renown. As I was pro- 
ceeding up the firft flight of fteps which led to the pa- 
lace, I perceived the caliph on thid top of them. He 
held a vvreath of laurel in his hand, and came down 
to meet me. When I came near him, I flopped, and, 
agreeably to the oriental cuftom, I bent one knee to 
the ground. < Thiat,* iaid he, obferving my atti- 
tude, « Is a homage rendered to birth, here is one to 
hcroifm ;' on faying thefe words he placed upon my 
head the wreath of laurel. The people applauded 
this aft with inexpreflible tranfport, the caliph lifted 
me up, and taking me under the arm, led me into the 
palace. Whenwc w6re together in his cabinet, * Bar- 
mecide,* faid he, ' in you I have juft been crowning 
valour and military talents ; but innocence and fenli- 
bility will like wife prefen til well earned tribute to him 
whofe exploits have given peace to the empire ; receive 
this olive Wreath, formed by the hands of Abafla j 
*ihe has charged me to prefent it to the heroic pacifica- 
tor^ At thefe words I proilrated myfelf, and feizing 
the caliph's hand, I watered it with tears ! — ^He was 
himfelf much affe<5led \ we remained mute for a few 
moments, when the caliph refuming his difcourfe, 
• Go,* faid he, « and take fome repofe^ return here 
to-morrow at the f;lme hour. — To-morrow ! — Barme- 
cide, you fhall be fenfible of all the efteem and friend- 
fhip I have for you.' Thefe laft words he uttered 
with a tendernefs which penetrated my very foul ; not 
daring to afk him any queftions, I withdrew, as he 
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had ordered, but in a condition utterly impoffibfe ta 
defcribe. Intoxicated with glory and felicity, I pafTed 
the whole night in refle6ling" upon the laft words of 
the caliph, upon his emotion, and on the invaluable 
wreath of olive conferred upon me. — He was to giv« 
me the greateft proof of e/^eem and friend/hip /~I was 
invefted with the mod eminent employment, I en- 
joyed an immenfe fwtune from his bounty; what 
farther could he have to beftow ? — My heart dared to 
anticipate it, and in vain my reafon combated the 
idea : a thoufand remembrances, a thoufand circum- 
ftances I recoUedled, confirmed me in the deareft and 
moft daring hope : at length, I had no doubt but that 
the caliph intended to give me the hand of AbaiTa. 
This idea infpired me with unbounded gratitude \ I 
feverely condemned myfelf for the opinion I had hi- 
therto entertained of his difpofition ; I taxed myfelf 
with injuftice and unthankfulnefs ; I could no longer 
•conceive how I could have thus judged of a prince,, 
Vfho appeared to me the moft perfeft model of a 
friend and fovereign. I framed excufes for every 
thing that had fliocked me in his conduft 5 I was fen- 
fible only of his great qualities and the favours he had 
conferred. In a word, he became as dear to me as my 
love itfelf 5 O were princes but aware of all the ad- 
vantage they might derive from thofe they govern ; 
did they know to what pitch of enthufiafm and ido- 
latry they might lead them, they would perhaps fet 2t 
higher value upon this kind of domination ! 

« You may eafily imagine the ardent impatience 
with which I expcdtedthe hour of rendezvous which 
the caliph had appointed me. It was impoflible not 
to be there before the time ; he was not at all iur- 
prifed at this, and making me fit down by him, he 
held the following difcourfe. * You have rendered 
me eminent fervices ; your cares and yottr labours have 
relieved me from the weight of public affairs ; your 
converfc has made me tafte the fwcets of focial inti r- 
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* ^<5tiffe V difguftedby rcpctitioir, fetigiicd by thediffi- 
pation of noify^ and tumultucm^ amufements, .grown 
callous to pleaiure and eveitto glory, friendfbip is be- 
come neceffary td my ha{)pine]s 5 I love but yourfclr 
and my lifter, and, as you are fenfible, I ha^e long 
lamented' that I could not receive at the fame time, 
two perfons I held fo dear, AbaiTa can only appear 
Before me or her huiband ; I offer you her hand, Bar- 
mecide, hut on a condition which doubtlefs will 
item fevere to you.' — Here the c»liph paufed ; I was^ 
fo violently afl^£ted' that I was fearful of betraying 
what I felt by my reply ; I* had taken a rcfolution 
before hand to retrain my tranfports', and to exprefs 
<Mily a refp€£Hul gratitude ; I therefore bowed, and« 
cafting down my eyes, kept filence. Aaron refuming 
his difcourfe ; < I am going to opeii my heart to y'ou,* 
faid he, < AbafTa appears to me a perfon of fuch high 
accomplishments^ that, were fbe not my fifter,>mar- 
.riage would have united us together -, but iince the 
mofl aniiabk and mod: beautiful woman in the eafb 
cannot become the wife of Aaron, no other has a 
right to poffefsher; be fides, I ought not to fuffer, 
that the blood of All Ihould be contaminated by a fo- 
reign alliance, and you muft be aware that the ne- 
phews of youf brothers cannot be mine * { 1 1 ). Thus 

^ I give my friend the hand of my fifter, but I cannot 
allow him to afTume the rights of a hufband j on the 
contrary, I require his moft facred promifc, that he 
will never be more to Abafla, than I myfelf am— a 
friend and a brother 5 and on thia condition only, can 
I ajlow fuch an union. Speak, Barmecide, do you 
promife me this ?'— To this queftion it was necefTarr 
to -make fome reply; ftruck with aftoniihment and 
ftung with indignation, yet tranfported at the idea 
that I ihould fee Abaffa every day, and that in fpitc 

* All this difcourfe of the caliph is taken from hiftory. Sec note 
ft9, at the end of the volume. 
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of a tyrant's caprice fhe would be mine ^ I expe- 
rienced as much emotion ^s indignation and furprife $ 
as much delight as anger, but I xiiiTembled all whitk 
pafTed within me. I promifed every thing v the ca- 
liph exafted terrible oaths, and I made them rhe thea 
told me he had obtained the confent of the prihceis, 
and that our nuptials fhould be folemnized on the fol- 
lowing day, in the moft magnificent manner. He 
concluded by declaring, that AbaiTa entirely approved 
his pleafure, but that, nqtwithftanding his reliance 
on my word, I fhould never fee the princefs but in his 
prefence, and that he fhould watch me with equal fe- 
verity and vigilance. I replied very coolly, that being 
wholly addi^ed to public bufinefs, love never led my 
reafon afb-ay, that I confldered that paffion as weak- 
nefs, and could fcreen myfelf from it without diffi- 
culty. After this proteflation I retired in a flatc of 
mind I will not attempt to defcr>be, but which you 
will eafily conceive.*^But influenced byone^fole idea, 
I ceafed to hate the caliph's tyranny, on r^edling, 
that in a few hours Abaiia would publicly i|>ronounce 
the vow that would for ever unite us together. The 
temple I had eredted was at length finifhed ; and the 
morrow, the day appointed for our nuptials, wds like^ 
wife that of the feftiyal of the temple. As foon as 
the dawn appeared, I put on the magnificent gar- 
ments the caliph had given bie, and I fent the gifts to 
the feraglio, which cuflom required me to prefent to 
the princefs ; at eight o'clock I received an order to 
repair to the mofque, and fcarcely had I entered, 
when the. princefs arrived. She was veiled, con- 
ducted by the caliph, and furrounded by all her 
flaves ; fhe did not unveil herfelf,- and after the ce- 
remony was over, the caliph took her by the hand, 
and told me to follow him to the temple at the foot of 
the mountain, adding tW, as the feftival of the peo- 
ple did not begin till night, we fhould pafs the day 
there. Being arrived at the temple, tbe flaves formed 
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a circle around it, that no m^h might come he:ir. \ 

The caliph, the princefs, and myfclf, entered the J 

temple ; I" was feized with a violent' fluttering at the \ 

heart, ^d I equally defired anc' dreaded the inftant, 
in which Abafla would take off her veil, the inftant 
in which I fhould behold, in the face of day, that 
adored countenance. I judged of her diftrds by my 
own. I cafily conceived what Ihe muft have felt on 
finding herfelf at the foot of tke -mountain, and in 
the temple of which ihe was the divinity, and I- had 
no idea of being able to bear herfirft look, or that fo 
much love and fo much confuflon would efcape the 
piercing eyes of Aaron. At length being arrived at 
the extremity of the temple, the caliph faid, turning 
towards his fift^r : < Come, my dear Abafla, now lift 
up your veil.' At thefe words, the princefs made no 
reply, and remained motionlefs ^ the caliph refumed 
his difcourfe : < I conceive,' faid he, * all your embar- 
raflment, and how ftrange it muft appear to you to 
fhow yourfelf unveiled j but the' more you hefitate 
the more will that timidity grow upon you ; it muit, 
however, be furmounted j Barmecide i« your hul- 
band, and remember, that he has only received your 
hand to procure me the happlnefs of feeing both at 
the fame time, and in order to rid you of that trou- 
blefome veil.' On fpeaking this, Aaron, obferving 
that Abafla had not the refolution to obey him, drew 
near her to lift up her veil ; at this flie ftarted, and 
ftill made refiAance to the caliph's will : but the veil 
was at laft removed, and Abafla decked in all the 
gifts of nature, and all the grace of youth and bafli- 
fulnefs, appeared before me ! The \ modefl: fufliiflon- 
t>f her countenance, her beautiful down-caft eyes, 
li^er long eye-laihes humid with tears, the ebon hue 
of which ftill added new charms to the vivid carna- 
tion of her cheek ; the fweetnefs of her mien, her 
bloom, the majefty of her ftature ; every thing, even 
the immobility of her look, diiplayed her wliok per- 

C -3 fon 
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fqn to fuch advantage,, that the caliph hbnfelf wa» 
tao much ftruck with it to have kifure to obferve the 
imprefBon it made upon roe. But while we .were 
gazing with niuch attention, we obferved Abaflafud- 
denly turn pale -, her head hung down upon her bo* 
fom, ihe gave her hand -to her brother, and fell inta 
his arms in a fwoon. .The cah'ph commanded me to 
go out, and fend the princefs's Haves to him. I 
obeyed 5 and difmayed, befide myfelf, a prey to the 
moft excrucratmg anxiety, I retired to the tent to 
await the caliph's call ; I was terribly alarmed left 
this fainting ihould have given the prince fome fuf* 
picionsl but after half an hour's fufpenfe he came 
and removed all my apprehenfions : « This fcene muft 
have alarmed you,* faid he, « and, indeed, an Euro- 
pean cannot but be furprifed at it -, as for myfclf, I 
cxpeft^d fomething fimilar would happen ; fuch is 
the force of cufiom, and you have feen what a ftrug- 
gle it cofts the brighteft beauty of the eaft to remove 
the veil which hid her charms from the gaze of man- 
kind. AbafTa, however, has recovered the ufe of 
her feniies, fhe declares {he can now get over her timi- . 
dity, and confents to fee you agaim Come, let us 
join her; hut do not look at her, or fpeak of what 
has pailed.' On faying this, the calipli took me un-* 
der the arm, and we returned to.the temple. The 
princefs, on perceiving us, fent away her flaves ; ' 
Aaron made us fit down, and placed him felf between 
us, fo that I could hardly have a glimpfe of Abafia, 
but I never caught her looks during the whole day, 
for her eyes were always caft on the ground. In 
other refpofts (he took a part in the converfation, and 
on feveral occafions uttered the moft affeftfonate 
things, which coutd only be underftood by myfelf> 
and the true meaning of which it was impofGble for 
the caliph to divine. We dined in the temple, and 
the caliph feated himfelf at table between the princefs 
and me. After dinner, Aaron propofed a walk upon 

the 
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the mountain. Abafia refumed her veil ; from that 
moment, (lie converfed with more cafe and freedom, 
{tit often addrefTed her difcourfe to me ; at the decline 
of the day, we retirrned to the temple, and waited 
there till the hour in which the people were to repair 
thither to celebrate the fcftival ; then the caliph took 
Abafia by. the hand and "went out ; I had caufed the 
mountain to be illuminated, and had placed ti band of 
mufkians behiiid the rocks. The caliph and the prin- 
cefs ftayed more thaii half an hour, to enjoy the fpec- 
tacle and liflen to the muiic j they then quitted me 
to return to the palace. This> indeed, was a dread- 
ful moment. Notwithftanding the conftraint which 
the moft capricious tyranny had impofed upon me, 
the day which had juft paffed away had been the 
brighteft of my whole exiftence ; for how could 1 be 
otherwife than happy on feeing her I adored, and 
whofe face and mien were attended with all the in- 
ter eft of novcky, as well as on confidering that a fa- 
cred tie united us, and that at leaft I fhould never 
have the affliftion to fee another make pretenfions to 
her hand ? But on leaving me, fhe carried with her 
fill the fweet enchantment which her prefence had 
created ; I fobnd myfclf all alone, felicity "appeared 
nothing more than a vain illufion, and the dear name 
"if huiband a cruel impofture, which far from fatis- 
fymg my love, could only irritate and drive it to def- 
peration. Too much agitated to take repofe, I paflcd 
almoft the whole night in a retired part of the moun- 
tain; there forrowniHy fitting upon the crag of a 
rock, I indulged the moft painful refleftions ; 1 heard 
from afar the cries of the people, whofe unconftrained 
and genuine joy is always obftrepcrous. I experienced 
fome confolation on confidering that this people in the 
midft of their revels were blefling Barmecide 5 ftveral 
times I heard the echo of the mountain repeat my 
name ; and I«cried, < O, grateful people, it is to you 
alone that talents ihould be confecrated ; it is vou' 

alone 
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alone that ihould be ferved, and not infolent and bar** 
barous defpots, who make the moil facred , rights, of 
love and nature the fport of their caprice !' — ^Thus 
was it that I gave vent to my grief^ the hitternefs of 
which was increafed by each fuccefiive thought ; thi^s 
dark melancholy, however, was almdfl entirely dif* 
pelled, at the appearance oJF the firfb rays of morn- 
ing ;-r-the day which I faw ariie, with rapture « an- 
nounced that' in a few hours I Oiould again fee Abafla^. 
and I forgot my afili<Elion, and gave myfelf up to all 
the charms of fuch foothing hope. Fearfiil of be- 
traying too much eagernefs, I did ndt attend upon 
the caliph a moment before the accuflomed hour ; I 
found the princefs there, fhe bluihed on feeing me^ 
and kept iilence for a while, but recovering herfclf by 
degrees, (he not only gre^w bold enough to addreis 
her convexfation to me, but even to meet my eyes* 
The £ril look, fo full of fentiment and confuiion, 
produced an inexpreilible cffcfl: upon my heart.— Ah, 
what inconceivable charms does bafhfulnefs add to 
beauty ! And wiiat enjoyments^ pure as itfelf, what 
new delights does it procure to love ! — Ba£hfulnefs 
can piultiply favours, and give ipeilimable value both 
to what it refufes and what it is fearful to grant U— 
That flolen and timid look rendered me fatisi^ed an4 
£appy for the reft of the day. On the morr4>w, I 
was paffionately deiirous, that Abafla ihould vcitsuft 
to look me in the face \ I waited a long while for this 
favour, and never obtained it without obferving her 
fine eyes fill with tears, and the deepeft bluili fuffufe 
itielf over her face. The cahph always .feated him- 
felf between us, which gave us an opportunity of 
looking at each other, without his being able to per- 
ceive it. Aaron loved reading, and was fond of 
poetry, and he frequently recited verfes of his own 
compofition. One day as he was taken up with a 
long ledlure, I pailed one of my hands behind his 
chair; and by a fupplicatin^ gefhire^ I entreated the 

princefs 
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princefsto give m^licrs •, I fhall never forget the ex- 
preHion of hex couzitenatice at this moment; love, 
ilefire, embarrafiment) and dread were depicted there 
with fuch iimplicity and energy, as gave me gre'at 
alarm ; and haftily deiifling from my intentiony I 
arofe, and flood befcir.e the caliph during the reft of 
the le^urei. The following day I eafily obferved, that 
.Abafia remarked I looked fad and thoughtful, and I 
perceived ihe was forming a proje(St of confoling me, 
and that fhe was inclined to grant of her own accord, 
what ihe had before denied me, but fhe hefitated a 
long time ere fhe could determine upon it. One 
evening, at length, (he timidly held out her trem- 
bling h^nd, I feized it with tranfport ! — It is the pro- 
vince of virtuous love only to appreciate fuch an aA ! 
—How many lovers are there, who are unable to-con- 
ceive, that this moment forn>ed an epocha in my 
life, and that no other moment of happinefs has fince 
been fufficient to impair the delight its recolle^ion 
always affords I The caliph^ who, in the early part ^ 
^ of this intercourfe, had always attentively obferved 
my motions, did not entertain the flightefl fufpiclon 
of our intelligence ; attributing to modefty and con- 
fufion the frequent perturbation and blufhes of 
Abafia; and I had been able' to perfuade him, that 
beibg entirely under the domini^ ' of ambition and 
the love of glory, my foul was inacceffible to all other 
paffion9« He believed it, and through refinement of 
pride and tyranny, he was in fome meafure difpleafed 
with me for not being more fenfible to the charms of 
the mofb accomplifbed woman in the univerie ; he 
would have felt a kind of gratification to have feen ^ 
me anxious without hope^ and I was aware, that lie 
coniidered the facrifice of a violent pajQion not alone 
iufficient to acquit me, with regard to what I owed 
him. 

** This fltuation continued for two months, when 
I at length ventured to write to the princefs, and flip 
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-my «bte into her hand ; fhc wrote irft an anfwer,tand 
1 do not believe I ever fuflPer^d more than on the daey 
I Tcceived this firft reply ; for an mi^ant after the ca-^ 
liph began to read a fiibjeft which took up three tt- 
dfons hours 5 being in pofleffion of the firft letter 
from AbafTa, I would have givert the half of my life 
for a few minutes liberty \ but how- was I compen- 
fated for this painful conftraint, when- 1 peruied the 
tfender and affectionate billet ! My love ^and my ima- 
gicat'Ion were inflamed to fuch a degree, that -in' my 
I'econd note I ventured to demand a private interview ; 
it was necefllary to communicate this to Nouraha and 
Nafuf, but on the fidelity of thofe two flaves we had 
the- greateft dependence : I laid down the whole plan 
of precautions which were to be obfcrvcd in this dan* 
gerous undertsrking. Abaffa confented to all, and on 
the following night, at the foot of the mountain con- 
fecrated by our love, in the temple eredled on the 
fame fpot which was witnefs to our firft vows, I de- 
ceived into my arms my adorable bride. Abaffa, be- v 
lieving there would be lefs danger in meeting In the 
feraglio itfelf, and having fuggefted all the means of 
cffefting it, we agreed that henceforward I fliould 
pafs the night there once or twice in a month. No- 
thing can equal the felicity I enjoyed, during the fpace 
of, fix months; difficulty and myftery gave a capti- 
vating charm to our union, which but rarely attends 
the moft happy nuptials ; as it was neceflary to brave 
and riik every thing to fee each other in private ; thus 
danger itfelf imparted to love the endearing fenti- 
ment of paffionate gratitude. But I paid dearly for 
this fupreme felicity ! Abaflk now bore about her the 
fatal pledge of our union ! When it was no longer 
poHible to doubt of this, conceive, if you are able, 
what was the excefs of my cmbarraffment, and dread- 
ful anxiety ! How was it pofHble to conceal a condition- 
from the caliph, which we could not flatter ourfelves 
would efcape the flighteft notice ? Occupied day and 

night 
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night with this fole idea, I had not the leafl: glimpfe af 
an expedient to fkrcen us from the iiwpending danger : 
I was too well acquainted with the inflexible pride of 
Aaron, and the ferocity: of his iirft movements of 
pafSon, ncrt to be convinced, that on the difcovery 
of our fecret, he would exercife vengeance upon us 
with equal cruelty and madnefs; I fhuddered on 
thinking) that I (hould involve AbafTa in my fall, I 
upbraided myfelf in defpetation, with the fatal pai*-^ 
lion whtdh caufed her ruin. O, how I then execrated 
the cruel tyrant, whofe inhuman caprice, overturn- 
ing the eternal laws of reafon and nature, robbed me 
of the happinefs attached to the facred names of huf- 
^band and father, and, in the fandlion of the moft le- 
gal union, created me all the heart-rending remorfe 
of criminal feduAion ! At length an event as fortu* 
nate as it was unexpefted took place to fnatch us from 
the deftruftion which menaced us. One of the tri- 
butary princes of the caliph ere^ed the ftsndard of 
rebellion. Aaron determined to go inperfon tofub- 
jugate and puniih him. Judge of the joy this refo-^ 
In t ion caufed me, for I was fenfible the expedition 
could not be quickly terminated. It was the caliph's 
pleafure that I fhould accompany him,. and I was 
obliged to entruft my dearcft interefts to two flaves, to 
Nafuf and Nouraha ; but thofe flaves had feeling and 
grateful hearts. I left them the mofb ample inftruc- 
tions, and every thing was happily executed agree- 
ably to what I had prefcribed. Whilft, at the dif- 
tance of. three hundred leagues from Bagdat, we 
were laying fiege to the rebel prince in his capital, 
AbaflTa became motheR of a child, which Nafuf, ac- 
cording to my direAions, fent to Mecca j thofe who 
carried it, and thofe by whom it was received, had 
not the leaft fufpicion of its birth (12). Uncertain 
when I fhould fee the child, and hoping to preferve 
its exiflence, I determined to enable myfelf one day 

to recognife il with certainty. I had learned a fecret^ 

during 
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during my travels, which I commnnicated to Nafuf^ 
and bj the aid of which he marked, in an indelible 
manner, upon the right ihoulder of the infant, a 
fmall olive wreath, a miniature rc[»'efei:^tation of that 
which I had received from the hands of its mother. 
The child was not fent to Mecca before this operation 
was attended with perfect fuccefs *. 

<? I do not enter into the detail of the precautions 
I had taken to fecure the fecrefy of the princefs's de- 
livery^ I will content myfelf by obferving they were 
fo well combined, that the myn:ery remained undif- 
covered. At the army I received the news of this 
happy event, and three months afterwards the caliph 
returned victorious to Bagdat. With what joy, and 
tender folicitude did I meet Abafia ! But the dreadful 
danger fhe had run, the an|j&ious difquietudes we had 
experienced, induced me to take the refolution of re- 
nouncing in future the gratification of feeing her in 
private ; love alone, which had rebelled againft the 
prohibition of a tyrant, could thus make facrifice of 
itfelf ; I would have braved every peril as far as it re- 
lated to myfelf ; but this painful duty the welfare of 
AbafTa impofed on me, as well as that of the two 
faithful flaves, whofe lives each of our rendezvous 
expofed to danger. Abafla, imprefTed with the fame 
fentiments, confirmed me in the refolution I had 
taken ; I maile her but one more nodlurnal vifit, and 
vowed, at her feet, never to fee her again ! "With 
what rapidity did that night fteal away ! In what af- 
flidlion did I tafte the felicity of it ! Violent and ca- 
pricious ftate, in which love, at once both happy and 
miferable, did not without murmurs yield itfelf up to 
the fweeteft tranfports, and found the caufe of its 
torments, and the meafure of its regret, in the very 

* It 16 known, that the favages have ever pofiefled this fccret, and 
paint in this manner their bodits with plants, flowers, ferpents, &c. ; 
this painting lalls the perfon's life, and nothing can efface the defign 
or colours. 
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cxcefs of hshappinefs! This interview was, indeed, 
the Jaft I Sincp that period^ I have not in the courfe 
of feveo years fe^n my wife, but in the prefcince of 
the tyrant. We wrote to each other eveyy day, and 
during the firft two years, the care of giving Abaffa 
an account of her fop . added a new intereft to our 
correfpoudence. The < child,, who cpntinued ftill . at 
Mecca, was brought up in obfcurity under the care 
of a perfon wlio believed him to be the nephew of 
Nafuf. . With Nafuf I not only appeared to have no 
intercourfe, but, by a refinement in precaution, we 
agreed, that he fhould appear to be much difiatisfied 
with me \ *he folicited a favour of me in public, I rc- 
fufed him in the coldeH: manner, and he made coni- 
plaint to the caliph, adding that he was hated by me, 
and that I had even prejudiced the princefs againil 
him. The ^aliph, who cfteemed him for his zeal and 
fidelity, fpoke to us concerning him, we made a flight 
reply, and the caliph, in order to put an end to the 
domeftic diffenfion, took Nafuf about bis own perfon, 
ajad. appointed another chief of the ilayes for his 
fifter. Nafuf affeded to triumph in an infolent man- 
ner, I treated him with much feemipg difdain, while 
the caliph was fecretly gratified to fee his flave ven- 
ture to brave his favourite. 

*< Princes have an infinity of fueh kind of^ratifi- 
cationsj which cannol be divined but l^y living with 
them, and of, .which, the vulgar can form no idea. 
Aaron was .well perfuaded that Nafuf detefted me, 
and that I was really much piqued at his audacity ; 
this delufion relieved me from all apprehenfions with 
regard to my fon, in cafe the caliph Ihould happen to 
discover that Nafuf brought up a child at Mecca ; I 
was certain he would then, believe, without examina- 
tion, that this child was in reality the nephew of 
Nafuf, and tjiat he would make no conclufions which 
might lead to farther difcoyery. In the mean while I 

felt the firongeit i^aclination to fee a child that was fo 

dear 
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dear t(f nic. Nafaf obftmately dppofetl tliisr mclkit^ 
tioii) but on the expiration of two years, I declared- 
toiiim my determined intention to go to Mecca, in 
the courfe of four months.- Naftif alnfted me in con- 
certing the means of takipg tJi is journey, and feeing, 
my fon, without becoming liable to fufpicion ; but 
alas ! at the end of two- months, he came to announce 
to me that this child, the object of fuch dear hopes«^ 
and tender afFeftion, had been attacked by a ccmta-- 
gious diforderand was no more I I was deeply zSLiA*^ 
ed at this lofs which our iituatron rendered irrepara-- 
ble. Under the tormenting reftraint I had ioipofed^ 
tipon myfelf, I had had no confolation but that of re-- 
flefting there was ftill left me a pledge of our unions 
Nafuf advifed me to conceal this misfortune from the 
princefs ; he reprefented to me that (he would perhaps 
fink under it, and that, as (he was neVer toi?e'thc 
child, if was eafy to deceive her in tlrat refpeft, and 
to leave her for- ever in an ^rror which 'Was fo ^necef- 
fary to her r^poft. I yielded the more readily to his- 
advice, as it feemed to me 'fhe might love m.e.J€fcon 
being hiform^d, that the dear tie which ^united us was- 
broken* Thus has fhe been ever kept ignorant of this 
fatal event. But how diflreffing her letters now be- 
came to me ! She was continually making m«ntion of 
Ker child j every inftant feemed to increafe her mater- 
nal aflFedlion;- 1 was obliged to reply,, and while L 
ivept f6r the dfeath of mf fonj I was under daily ne- 
'deffity of giving her ample particulars refpe^ling his 
'ed'ttcatibn, his improvement and health : thus time, 
which cures the wounds oi the heart, by the ofaliviort 
which neceflafily accompanies it, was unable to pro- 
duce fiich effeft upon me: Tlie unabating tenderhefs 
of Abafla, however, diverted my attention and af^ 
forded me great confolation •; the caliph, fully con- 
vinced that vre entertained for each -other nothing 
more than efteem and confidence, ho loitger watched 
BS; aiid we were left mvtch it libertyi* J-iVias allowed 

to 
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to feat myfelf by her fide, to convcrfe with her in a 
friendly ftyle, without his taking umbrage. Fre- 
quently we all three walked out together. The prin- 
cefs would place herfelf between her brother and me, 
and lean on my arm ; fometimes the caliph, having 
orders to give, would leave us alone together for" fc- 
veral minutes ; how precious were thefe moments ! 
What enchantment they threw over the reft of the 
day ! What delicious remembrances did they leave 
us ! The duties of my ftation occupied all the time! 
was abfent from Abafla *, ,1 was alive to the glory of 
Tendering a whole people happy, of having revived 
their induftry, fecm^ed the blefling of peace, and 
made arts and cbmmerce flourifh. Surrounded by 
artifts and men of letters, living with my brothers in 
perfedl harmony, I tafted every delight which friend- 
Ihip and fociety could afford. My brothers were all 
married ; in the mid ft of a loved and numerous pro- 
geny, I could not confider myfelf in exile ; I%atdieil < 
the growth of the children^ and their ^xiftence in a 
great meafure compenfated for the lofs of mine.'* 

At this part of Barmecide's narrative, Ifambard ob- 
ierving it was paft eleven, the company feparated, 
after having agreed to meet again the next morning, 
to hear the remaining part of Barmecide's ftory^ 



CHAPTER IV, 
THE RESENTMENT OF A DESPOT 

Sa baixie va ton jours plus loin que fon amour. 

Miibridafc dd Kacihe. 
Quclqne fois a la coar 

Le prix d'un long fervjce eft perdu dans un jOur ; 

C*eft la que la faveur toujourjs trop- recherch e 

N*eil qu'un' piege funefte oil la moTt eft cachee. < - 

Ze/ Barmecides Tragediede Mr. D£ x>A HahPK* 

THE knights beiog affembled at nine in thetnorn- 
Ing, in Barmecide's apartment, that illuftrious fugi- 
tive 
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tivc thu»-rcfumed bis narration. ** From the death' 
of my child until the period of the dreadful catas- 
trophe which terminates my ftory, itiy life does not 
afford any ftr iking events 5 for five years it had been 

^cxaitly what I have been deftribing. At length for- 
tune, which had done every thing for me, not only 
deftroyed its work in a few inftants, but was deter-, 
mined that the excefs of my calamity ihould be ftill 
more aftonifliing, than the fplendour of my proiP- 
perity had been. ^I was thirty-four years old •, I had • 
been near twelve years the prime minifter to the moft 
powerful prince in Afia. I had always enjoyed his 
favour without interruption, and which no rival had 
even ever endeavoured to dinxinifh ; yet, for ftveral 
years paft, I had remarked, that the caliph no longer 
loved me ; or in pther words^, that he no longer 
thought he did ; the friendfhip of princes lies in their 
head, it is of a more brittle nature than even love it- 
felf ) to preferve it requires all the attraftion of no- 
velty.y or the pleafure of conferring fplendid rewards 
upoQ its objeft 5 thjey then enjoy his - aftoniihment, 
and that of the public, and even the envy of his ri- 
vals. They have faith in the confidence of a man ds 
long as they beftow favours ; but confine in liim no 

' more when they have nothing mpre to give- I was 
grand vilier, and brother-in-law to the caliph, he 
might have done every thing for my happinefs ! but 
he could not add to my fortuiie ; befides, I may ven- 
ture to fay, that my elevation was not entirely his 
work s I owed my reputation, and the love of the 
public, folely to my labours and conduft. 

** Aaron is not an envious man j pride as well a3 
greatnefs of foul preferves him from fo mean a vice ; 
but this fame pride, was mortified at the idea of my 
poflefling fpmc advantages independent of his favour. 
He wasfatisfied that others fhould think fo, for that 
was doing honour to his choice ; but he would not al- 
low me to entertain^ fuch an opinion. The man, who 

for;uerly 
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. formerly had^laviflied ujxwitme the moft flattering eu* 
logiums^ now had no other deiirethaii to humble' my 
fclf-lovc, to rccal my remembrance to the point from 
which. I had ftarted, and to make me feel my de-> 
pendency* I bore all thefe little vexations with vin 
Indifierence, which, tended to iftcreafe fthe fecret ma»- 
lice of Aaron ; he knew how to diffemble it, but the 

. coldnefs of his converfation, and above all, his em- 
barraflment when we were tete-a-tete, the moft cer- 
tain forerunner of difgrace with princes, convinced 
me how greatly he was changed with regard to me. 

<< I had always been in the habit of writing daily 
to the princefs y {he had promifed me to burn all my 
letters, hut not being able to make that facrifice, fhe- 
had entrufled t-hem to Nouraha, who deported them 
in a place known only to herfelf and her miftrefs. . 
Every evening AbaiTa gave her the letter of ,the day, 
with orders to lock it up with the reft before fhe went 
to bed. Nouraha, who had been ill for fome days 
paft, finding herfelf, one evening, worfe than ufual, 
forgot to. conceal the letter Ihe had received from her 
miftrefs ; fhe left it in her pocket and retired to reft. 
A young female ftave flept in the fame room, and was 
awaked in the night by the groans of Nouraha'; the 
iUve arofe, and taking a lights went to her bed-'fide, ^ 
and found, >that, having been ftruck with an apo- 
plexy, ihe had juft breathed her laft. Immediately 
the flave, with an intention of looking for th^ keys 

, to plunder Nouraha, who bad been enrithed by the 
liberality of the princeis, Tearchcd her pockets, and 
found a letter there, which had nothing in it that 

.could expofe Nafuf, but which contained proofs of 
our intelligence, and particulars relative to my fon, 
as though he were ftill in exiftence. The bafe flave 
read this letter : fhe knew, as every one did, that the 
caliph, in giving me Abafia for a wife, had meant 
nothing farther than conferring on me the honour 6f 
receiving her band ; ihe conqeived^ that treachery 

w(yild 
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tirould makt her fortunC) aad full<}f this idea, left 
the feraglio at break of day> and without mentioning 
the death of Nour^a, carried my letter to the ca-^ 
liph. On leaving his apartment >. fhe met Nafuf> and 
believing him to be both mine and the princefs's 
CQemy, ihe boafted of what ihe had been doing, and 
mentioned the contents of the letter ; Nafuf, finding 
he was neither named nor indicated^ inftantly formed 
the plan which he has executed with fq much courage. 
The caliph had ordered the flave to attend in the ad^ 
jacent chamber, and Nafuf waited in great tremula-.' 
tion the refult of Aaron's reflexions. He was cer- 
tain, that this imperious defpot was meditating terri- 
ble vengeance ; but could not forefee the atrocity of 
his cruelty. At length Nafuf, being called by the 
tyrai^t, entered his cabinet, and ihuddered on ob« 
ferving his pale and ill-boding looks. — * Nafuf^* faid 
he, * I am betrayed V * Yes, feignior,' replied Na- , 
fuf, < the faithful flave, who has informed againfl the 
two guilty perfons, has juft been fpeaking to me of it ; 
I have long entertained fome vague fufpicions in that 
' refpedl j the princefs and Barmecide dreaded my vi- 
gilance, and hence, feignior, is the true caufe of the 
hatred they bear me.' * Nafuf,* returned Aaron, 
* may I depend upon thy fidelity ?* — * Command me, 
feignior.' * Well then, let the unworthy AbafiTa be 
thrown into a dungeon for the reft of her life ; let all 
who bear the odious name of Barmecide be extir- 
pated firom the face of the earth, and let them be all 
deftroyed within the fpace of an hour (13)-' Nafuf, 
diflembling the horror he felt, feemed to fliare the 
tyrant's fury ; but he reprefented^ that it appeared to 
him more advifeable, to have all thefe executions take 
place at the fame moment, and he begged to be 
charged only with mine ; and with conduftiing the 
princefs to prifon. . To this Aaron confentcd. This 
virtuous flave then repaired to Abafla, informed her. 
of every thing, promyed to favour my efcape^ to li- 
berate 
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ii^raHl Iter ma fliprt^time^ and. to accompany^ h^r ia 
her flight. . He took po0effion of all my ^etters^ 
■hurncd themi and conduced the wj'et^hfid Abafla to 
the dAsngeon the t]»rai]t had allotted her. Afterr^ 
having receiveda note from, hei^ £or me^ he came to 
niyhoufe^.fiedr during the heat^ of fummcr I did not 
live in^the palace>. but at a villa on the banks of the 
Tigrisw I had pafled that fat;^ night without retiriog 
tareft ; Aarton had .civarglsd me with To muchbufi^efs 
^e iprecedmg day, »that I had not yet finifhed it. * I 
.was labouring for the barbarian} whepi Nafuf entered 
my chaoxber* ^ Generous Barmecide,' faid he, < arm 
your ielf ndth all yourxefolujtien,^ and read this billet.' 
I laid hold of (the note he prefented, and read theie 
terrible .words.: 

< O canft thou forgive thy unhappy wife ? all is 
difcovered ! my fatal afie£kion has undone thee ! thy 
head is profcribed, thy brothers, with all their fa- 
mily, are iuffering under the aSaffin's ftroke, and it is 
from the bottom of a dungeon that I write this ! 
Nafuf will: fave thee, and he promifes to unite us. — * 
Ah 1 take pity upon Abafla, and if thou be not as in- 
jSexible as the author qf our mifery, flee, my de^. 
huiband^ and follow the guidance of Nafuf.' 

' O! my dear brothers T cried I, * what, at this 
indant .they are falling by the hands of ruffians !— 
^ Time is precious,' interrupted Nafuf, .* follow me^ 
feignior.* * What? fhall I flee like a vile criminal, 
while my brothers are murdered ! ah ! I can fee their 
hlood ftream, I can hear their lamentable cries, and 
the cries of their children and their wives. — No, I 
will avenge them, or perifh !' — On faying this, I 
fnatched my fword, and rufhed towards the door. 
Nafuf, laying hold of me, cried ; * whither would 
you run f your brothers are no more, 'tis now too 
late, but AbaOa yet lives, ^nd you are going to caufe 
her dcath.'—r^ I will ftab the tyrant to the heart 5 I 
muft avenge my brothers.' — * Ungrateful map/ cried 

Nafuf, 
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Nafuf, 'do y<m^o^c nothing to the unhappy priiii^& 
you reduced, do you owe nothing to 'me,- ^ho, for 
your fake, am expoling myfelf to dcftrudtion ?* Thefe 
words made met i^art, I remained n^tionlefs, and 
Nafuf, taking me "by the arm, dragged me along.— ^I 
fuffered myfttftobe led dn,-*^Nafuf, being per&Qily 

^ acquainted with my houfe, condu^dbed me thrbugh a 
back door which opened info a courts at tlie and of 
which was a vault. He had; tbe: keys of the door, 
and of the vault ; for It wa^tbfough that dck)r, whitch 
lay towards the fields, that he wtfs ufed :tG fee me fe- 
cretly in the night time, whenever he had any thing 
particular to communicate to me ; and in order not 
to be overheard, we were accufVomed to paft thi^pri^ 
vate court, and to hold convcrfe together in the 
vault. He opened the door, and leading me into it, 
< promise me,' faid he, in the name of honour ^nd 
gratitude, to have a regard for your life, and to wait 
here till I come to fetch you away ; and I, in return, 
promifeyou to fave Abafla, to take her out ofprifon, 
and conduct her into Europe.' At thefe words, I 
made the extorted vow, which I accompanied with a 
grqan ; he then ^^pafted, fhut the jdoor upon me, 
leaving me alone in the midft of the vault, in all the 
horrors of darknefs. I was now, for the firft time in 
my life, ieized with terror ! my imagination, flruck 
with the malTacre of my brothers, reprcfented the 

• horrid pifture in fuch vivid colours,^ that the reality 
would fcarce have agonized me more ! I beheld them 
deprived of life, pierced with wounds, esttended on 
the ground, with their wives and children murdered 
in their arms ! I faw their disfigured countenances in 
death, ilill cxpreffive of terror and defpair !— It 
feemed as if I were fUrrounded with thefe lamentable 
objefts, a cold fweat bedewed my whole frame ; and 
not being able to remain in one place, I wandered, 
notwithftanding the thick darknefs which environed 
mt, about the fpacious vault, in fo wild a manner, 

that 
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that when I met with any obftacles in my way, or 
walked over any unevennefs of the ground, I drew 
back with horror^ my hair flood an end, as if I had 
trampled npon the bleeding bpdies of my unhappy 
brothers. All thefe firfl moments of defpair were 
devoted to the feelings of nature. Being, at cafe re- 
i^edting the. life of Abafla, love, which was concen* 
txated in my. heart, feemed to be effaced thence ; the 
dicadfui iipage of my whole family pitilefsly mur- 
dered, annihilated every other idea; moreover, my 
paffion, which had proved the caufe of this horrid 
difailer, I now coniidered as a crime, and had it at 
this moment flood forwards, I fhould have repulfed 
it as a remorfeful intruder. In fine, I could only con- 
template my murdered brothers, and even the defire 
of vengeance was lefs powerful than my grief. At 
the end of four or five hours, however, not finding 
Nafu^f return, a frightful miflrufl diflrafted my mind 
with other.thpughts, and new fenfations ; I began to 
fancy, that Nafiif had betrayed me, and that, being 
an accomplice of the tyrant, he had inveigled me into 
the vault to bury me there* I had not the key about 
me; J recolle<Sted, that* Nafuf had taken away my 
fwprd, afid refie<Sling on certain other circumflances, 
I no longer doubted of his perfidy. Twelve years dif^ 
cretion and de voted nefs fhould have fkreened Nafuf 
from this horrid fufpicion, but fear and danger always 
produce miflruft, the jufl punifhment of tyrants, and 
the .greatefl torment of the unfortunate. I forgot 
then all the fervices of Nafuf, being wholly taken up 
by reflection upon my own fituation ; it appeared to 
me void of all probability, that Nafuf fhould be able 
to return to my houfe to liberate me, and afterwards 
to perfuade the caliph he had put me to death, whilfl, 
on the contrary, every thing feemed to prove, that 
be was ailing in concert with my implacable oppref- 
for. The hatred and cruelty of Aaron would, l 
thought, have naturally induced him to order this 
Vol,, ll. . D kind 
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Jbmd <^ death) which would give him theafluraiic^ 
pf a tediouB sigony, amd the baieneis of as .aflkffih 
muft have preferred trcachiery to any other expedient. 
Struck with thcfe reflexions, I' confidered my death 
«s inevitable) and in the manner it Teemed to approach^ 
I" contemplated it with horror. Then did my feeling^ 
cm my own account c^ll back my attention to the o^* 
jefit o( the deareib fentiment? of ihy heart ; then I 
fancied Abafia could not furvive nte ; I r^prefented 
her to my imagination all bathed in tears, and lan>- 
guiflning in a dungeon, and I fell into a lethargic op«> 
preflion of mittd. From this ^ ftate I was quickly 
roufed by violent fits of rage and fury, and I experi- 
enced all the tormeiits arifing from unavailing hatred 
atid unbounded defire of vengeance. O, how dearly 
did the diftrefs of this Angle day pay for thirteen years 
of glory and felkity ! I fhould hav,e funk under its 
poeiRire, had not hope, which in any fituation never 
entirely abandoned us, fuddenly revived my courage, 
' Endeavouring to figure to myfelf theeffedl: which the 
news of my death would have on the minds of the 
people, I imagined fuch an event was likely to create 
a rebellion ; the more I reflefted, the more was I 
perfuaded of this ; and I foori became fully convinced 
of it ; I ftw the tyrant hurled from his throne, I faw 
Aba/Ta's deliverance from* prifon, and I cherifhed the 
wild idea, that the people would haften to tfftO: my 
own. At length, towards the evening, I heard the 
approach of footfteps, the door of the vault opened, 
and I faw Nafuf enter 5 his afpeft alarmed me, a 
deadly palcnefs disfigured his features, his clothes 
were torn and ftained with blood 5 in one hand he 
held a torch, and in the other j a drawn fword. — His 
looks, his gait, however, and the expreffion of his 
countenance, difpelled, in fpite of me, all the dark 
fufpicioAS I had been entertaining. I waited in 
filence, he came up to me, and returning my fword : 
« Come>* faid he, * every thing is ready for your 

efc^j 
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efcapCt md't ihall ao(^mf>a9c7 }F<'u.' till ihj^-bpeikJ 
At thefe w^ds^tw^s^ftriKkwitkrenaiOrfc for mjfuiiff 
juft fufpicionsy sukI I ruihe^ to the arrn& of tbib gp* 
ixerous ilave^. the; fole friends the only defender that 
fortune had/ left' m&i-^heTL ws lofe nc^ time,' faid 
he,. < kt us ha&e tOr q;iit thjs; dai^rous. abode/ Oa 
faying this, be thr^w a large eloke over mj fhouldersi 
axid taking, me by tlie baad, we went out together^ 
we: found two horfes- at tbe back door, we mounte^y 
and Nafuf, advjancing before me, bade me follow 
Him, and recommended me. to keep profound filencc 
'till we fbould get into- the ope^ country. The -flcj 
was overcafl, yet the; moon, from time to time dartr 
ing its beams through thie clouds, afforded^ at int;er«> 
vals, . fuflicient Hght to enable us to diAingpiib the 
furrounding objects. At firft we proceeded along^the 
walls of Bagdat y I iliuddered on behojidtn^ the towers 
of the tyrant's palace, and turning »my eye^ around, 
1 perceived the .caofque in whifth I .bad. received the 
band of Abafla ; at this fpe<ElacUI wept !~rAmoment 
afterwards we pafled before the gate through which! 
had entered eight year« before in triqmpb,.a^d.lfelt 
my heart ready to*biiirft !-r-Every ftep I took reminded 
me of my paft gjory^ and revived ibe-ad^ of my 
felicity, which was never more ito 'r,«t|^rrt|j an4 yet 
when I was out of fight^of the& tornv^iLilig obje^l:^^ 
and coniidcred I fcouWrnotfee the^mag^m,.! feUbait;o 
a kind of annihilatioti ftill-more painful tbansall -thfj 
regret I had juft- felt. -1 fo^rdw^Uy a<^coiixpanied 
Nafuf along the banks* of the'Tigris, wben'of a fudd^ 
a confufed' noife ftruck my.eai?,. ajid Ldijftinguii(bed 
plaintive cries and deep groans.at a.jdlfta^cevr— Moved 
at what I heard, I lifted up my eye?,, and on the o$e 
pofite fide of the river, jutt facing us, I percdved the 
mountain I be^ld' fo facred, and tb^ fuqinfn.it pf thfc 
temple.— I obferycd, with fur^rift, that the edifice 
was illuminated, 'and innumerable multit^jdes covered 
.over the .mDuntain^-rrt* Letius ftop a moment here/ 
-, Da Yaid 



51 tHE knights: OF 

-hnA Nafuf, * and in fj^teof'tyriinny and' profcriptionu 
tcceivc a !aft b^mage, and rtiore adTeAmg than any 
that have been paid you during your profperity.-— . 
* Know/ comihtied he, «^ that ever flnce morningt 
lifom the inftant the report' of your death^was fpread 
abroad, all your triie admirers, all your real friends, 
have fecceffively repaired to the mountain. There, on 
the temple you raifed, where the indigent and bp- 
prefled depofitcd their complaints, which you nevejr 
x'ejeftcd, have': they deplored yourlofs. The great» 
O Barmecide, who gave you magnificent entertain* 
ments, the men on whom you conferred confiderable 
offices,- and whofe ^fortunes are de-rived from your 
bounty, are not in the number of thefe votaries. The 
. moft faithful even bf fuch defcription conceal ,themi- 
ielves, and areiilent, the reft already rare Eliciting 
yoiir fpoils ; -but the lamentations you hesu* appealing 
-to the throne of heaven ifliie from the heart, they 
come from the orphanwho found you a- father, from 
the oppreffed vridow you fuccoured, from the aged 
you comforted, from the work-man and artifan whofc 
ihdAftry yott:encouraged, from the artift and man of 
Wtct's, who are indebted to you for the difplay of 
their' talents, and .th6ir glory ,-^In a word, in that 
tetr^kj 6f > which, tfince your fall, and in the face . f 
«the- tyraiit,^ublic gratitude has made you the divi- 
^tyi eldquenfce and poetry^ are celebrating your vir- 
tues, afad the people are' deploring you.' (14) < O 
Nkftif.^ cried I, * if this grateful people ihould again 
^6 3armecide^ if thtyfhould hear him implore their 
Veiigeance ?*-^^ Vain hope,^ interrupted Nafuf, < the 
Caliph indeed has not dared to forbid this public 
'Mourning, but he has ftatiohed troops over the whole 
"moilnt^in, under pretext of maintaining order. And 
Ihali an unarmed mrultitude oppbfe them, a milltitude 
•which coikiifts, foi' the moft part, of old men and 
-women, and children !' ^ At this I heaved a deep 
;iigh| aud turning towards the mountain, I con- 

" - ' tcmplated 
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Ifemplated in 'filenjcc the fpcftade it atforded ; I ,cii- 
joyed, with tranfport, the' felicity of creating fujch yCr 
gret ; but the more I was aff^fted at this, the keener 
I felt the fad reverfe of fortune, which tore me from 
this beloved nation. < Unfortunate people,' cried I, 
« you whom I carry in ray heartj. you are weeping at 
my death, and it is no illuflon which affli6ls.you.' 
« Tes, Barmecide has truly ccafed to exift ! — he can 
henceforward no longer contribute to your welfare !— 
Barmecide is no njore !' I could not go on, my fobs , 
choaked my utterance, an<J I followed Nafuf, who 
was proceeding on his way \ I turned my head to- 
wards the eaft, in order to keep the mountain as long 
as pofiible in fight 5 and when I faw it began to dif- 
appear, and for ever, my heart funk within me, I 
lifted up my hands towards the place, and groaned in 
^11 the bittcrnefs of defpair* It feemed as if I had 
. been bidding an eternal adieu to felicity and glory ! 
<* We travelled the whole night, and during that 
-time Nafuf related all the particulars I have men- 
tioned, and he afterwards informed me in what man- 
lier he had continued to deceive the tyrant. "When 
he came to me the firft titne, he had, iii concert with 
the caliph, concealed round my houfe a party of 
armed men, who were to appear at an appointed fig- 
nal. Nafuf had perfuaded the caliph it was of the 
ntmoft importance, that the people fliould not be in- 
formed of this event till they had heard of my death. 
Aaron was fenfible they would fliow more energy in 
defending, than avenging me, and he approved of the 
meafiire. Nafuf,. having locked me in the vault, re- 
turned to my apartment, and there this intrepi^ man^ 
this heroic friend, drew his poniard, and made a largp 
wound in his left arm, then he fprinkled the roon)^ 
jny bed, my clothes, and his ow'n, with the geiierous 
ftream that iflued from it, and threw a large clofc^ 
thus gained with blood into the Tigris, which ran 
under my window j he, t^ep gaije tj^e exp^fted figr 
.. nal, ' 
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nat, ^hc 'troop ef aflVffias rufted into thchotife, and 
all my ^rnneftics vrerc weaken into-cuftody. Nafuf 
caBed the faldicre into-niy <hamber5 he told them 
he liai found me m1>ed; that trfter ha-ving grven me 
feveral wounds, I had 'fprvtig upon the ;£tK>r, and 
ffrapped myfelf'up in nayckfke, that havong fnattdied 
the dagger from liim, •! i*vad given him a 'Wound 5 that 
at laft he had overpowered and krlled «ne near ^thc ^ 
window, and then thrc»w« my body into the Tigris, 
in order that the people- iliould iwDt 'pay me >£micri\ 
honours* J and -he poimerf'tO«my cloke, which was yet 
floating upon the water.; Nafuf ordered the troops 
to fee all my domeftics out jsf the houfe 5 he then 
took the keys, and -repaired to the palace ; his e*- 
treme palenefs and Woody gairnatnts ferved the more 
to corroborate his tale, ahd at the -end «f it, he dex* 
teroufly took off the handkferchtef that bound hi* , 
arm without being ■ dbfferved by Aaron, and 'his 
wound opened afrefh, and tht -caliph faw the blood! 
^ulh out j he then no longer couW doubt otf" t?hc *cf^ 
forts I had made in my detfence^ or of my 'death. 
The better to fecure the obedience of Nafuf, he hdA 
given him xpy houfe, 'Str^ all it contak3ed. KaAdP 
took occafion to obferve to him, that he Wifhed iJb 
return there to make fure of t'he gcfld, and other va- 
luable things, which the manfion muft contain, and 
to-find fome papers whith the caliph wifhed to fecure 5 
but added, that fearing the fUry of tlic people, Whft 
in a few moments were going to hear he had immo- 
lated their idol, he -would not only avoid entering the 
houfe in the fday-time, but w&ukl afterwards conceal 
iiimfelf, and even -wlflidraw from the cpurfr for % 
"whik. This prct^autiort ifeemed extremely Datura! to 
th,e caliph ; he reflected a momcfnt, and then told him 
that having learned from' /the letter wMch had un- 
done me, Aat I had a fen, he wished to have him 
Included hi the profeription of my 'fanfiily, a»d defi- 
ned Nafuf to-fct off dfecretly In the -night to Mecca^, 

and 



aA4 to takie upon bimfelf theid^o^r«ry*of the diild* 
Nafuf joyfully embraced tlm propofa^ he returned 
in the evening to my houfe, land entered with a fingle 
ilav^ ^ belonging to the caliph, to whom he gave my 
ps^per&j and as fopn as the ileve went out^ he cmne to 
liberate me. H^ gilded me the caliph h^d not yet 
taken any violent meafures againfi AbafiSi, * make 
yourfelf eafy,' added be, « on her account; I hajwc 
inflru<fted her in what ihc muil fay, &ould (he be 
interrogated ; I fh^ll return to the tyrant after my 
journey to Mecca^ he places great cdnfidenoe in me, 
fundi &all fponfind means of delivering theprinoe^ 
a^d taking, our fliglit «tO!gether, and, believe me^ the 
Jistppieft moment of my life (will fee that in which i 
&all reftore her to your ;arms.' — ^Conceive, if k be 
4K>lSble^ the emotions and the deep fenfe of ^rati^ 
;tjude which fuch a relatia% smd fuch promifes, inuft- 
tiave infpired in mj bceaft. 

«« A little before day-light, Nafuf put a wrhing 
into <my hands which contained the itinerary of the 
ipute I had to follow* We agreed I fliould proceed 
in the :night only, as long as I fhould continue in the 
tyrant's dominions, and that when come into Europe, 
I Should take up my refidence in the country of B»- 
varia ; that I &ould &£nme the name of friaSar, 
&ould wait the arrivdi-of Abafla and himiel^ and he 
^omifed to join mejn the courfc of feven or eighl 
«Qonth$. Before we parted, he delivered to me « 
ca&et of precious ftones and , gold, which %e had 
9;>rought from my houfe, and he furni&ed me witk 
^n order Signed by the^xaliph, and ilatnped with his 
ieal, which he had reoeivcd for himfelf ; this writing 
Jtnported, that he was travelling on a ^fecret mifHon, 
^and commanded aU the ful^e^ks of the cidiph to re*- 
fceive asid dodge him. With this paper i was authe^ 
med to appear without eacciting iufpicion by my dif- 
^uife, and even to hide my fade by xmSalding th^ 
grapery of joy. turban. UMid informed ae he had 

tnkeii 
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taken farther precautions in favour of my journcf , 
and when he arrived at Mecca he would write" to the 
caliph, that he had loft this paper. It was thus that 
I parted from this faithful friend ; I prefled him a 
long time in my arms, and wept $ and when he had 
left me, I felt myfclf alone in the univcrfe ! — My 
journey, thanks to the ingenious forecaft of Nafuf, 
was perfectly fortunate. Being arrived in Bavaria, I 
cntrufted the count with my fecret. In him I found 
the friendfhip of a brother, and all the difcretion 
fwhich my fituation required ; for the life of Nafuf, 
and perhaps that of Abaffa, depend on the belief 
which prevails, that I no longer exift ! — A few months 
after tny arrival, Gcrold, under pretext of fome in^ 
quiries relative to the arts, difpatched one of his 
fquires to Bagdat, with inftruAions to get informa- 
tion relative to every thing that pafied there. — It is 
more than two years fince I arrived in Europe, andl 
continued a long time in hopes, that Nafuf would be 
able to peform his promifes j but fince the return of 
Gerold's emiiTary, my hopes are almoft extindf. This 
emiflary, who had been at the court of Bagdat, in* 
formed us that the nation ftill mourned for Barme- 
cide J that no one knew what was Become of the prin- 
cefs ; that fome faid fhe had funk^ under her afflict 
tions, others that ihe had fecrctly efcaped into Eu- 
rope ; that Nafuf was in high favour with the caliph, 
and pofTefied an immenfe fortune, and that reining 
continually in the palace, he never quitted the perfon 
of the caliph. After this report, I was bu# too well 
convinced, that Nafuf, fatisfied with having been my 
deliverer, had not refolntion enough to facrifice his 
fortune and country in my behalf : I have no right, 
hiowever, to complain, but this neglect of his pro* 
mife condcitins me to eternal obfcurity !— To him am 
I indebted for my life, and I cannot refume my 
name, without exposing my benefactor to the venge- 
ance of the tyrant ! la fine, my fears and uncertainty 
^ relpefting 
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refpefting the fituation of Abaffa fill up the meafure 
of my misfortune ! — Flattef ing ifiyfelf, however, flie 
is actually in Europe, and that Nafuf, cither through 
remiflhefs, or fearful, perhaps^ left . we fhould be 
again united, has not direfted her to fly to the domi- 
nions of the count rof Bavaria, I have been wandering 
for more than a year ; I endeavour to difcover her 
ileps, encouraged by a faint hope which every day flill 
enfeebles. But to feek her is the" only fhadow of fe- 
licity that is left me, and to this dear occupation does 
my device relate, which at the fame time bears allu- 
fion to the golden herh^ that AbafTa fought after to fave 
my life. Thus ought you now to^qonceive the reafbns 
which attach me to Gerold's party. ,♦ A fugitive^ and 
a profcribed man, in him have i found not >only my 
true fovereign, but a benefa^o.r and a friend ; at- 
tached by gratitude, and by the tenderefl amity, en- 
gaged by the communication I have ^nade of my fe^ 
cret, I am forced to combat in f^pport of a cauf^ 
which feems to me. unjuft. ;B^t I ^ay venture to. flatT 
ter myfelf that my prefence here will be attended with 
fome utility 5 Ceroid has procured my admittance into 
the couhfel of the confederate princes \ there I may 
hope to be hefard, and I confolc nayfclf under the 
neceffity. which obliges me to take arms, with the 
hopes of infligating Gerpld]^ and the other chiefs,, t^ 
pacific meafures.*^ / ; - .. r 



. .■ k 



D 3 \ .: CHAPTER 



5« THE KfJfGHTS OP 

\ 

- • • r 

' 1 • • * ■ ■ 

; I • 

What's £emaje "beauty, out aa a^r, divine, 
Tjbrough which the njiiid*8 alj gentle graces 0iioe ? 
Thteyliktf the fan irradiate all between, 
' t%tho<Iy charftis, tecaafe the foul ia feen. 

WHEN "Bal-hieeiae had finlfhdt his ftorv, his two 
friends eiprefted 'their thanks and fehfibilhyf aiid 
jyrolpaged'^thelr Viit tei^re than »n hour. At !aft, 
^fter the mdft^etfder farWel, they took lea^x of the 
fage Th^hal<l, »nd iminediately^ct out to the court 
of the duch'efe of Clevts (15). Upon the road, Oii- 
n^er fpokemtkhlof Barniecide;^ ^d ih the niisfbrtune 
of thi^^lisftrfo'us otiflaw heebuld fee nothing to cbm- 
pir^ to'his Wn -jfor Barmecide, notwithftanding the 
fenfibility'df 'his IBul, had'never experienced the fatal 
fivay of It predominapt paffion-; his heart, divided. 
between ambitiorf ahd love, could have been but tran- 
fiently torh.by violent fenfations — ** Iii a tv^ord,* 
ftdded Oliver^ << he will always derive confofation 
from glory, and we may conclude; iroin his own 
ftory, that- could he ever refume the fplendid name of 
Barmecide, he would ceafe to weep for Abaffa V\ 
Ifambard approved thefe reflections, but foon brought 
back the converfation to the fubjedl of Beatrice. 
This princefs engaged both his imagination and his 
heart ^ and when he perceived the towers of her caf- 
tle, and the white and azure ftandard which waved 
fr^gi^he top of the edifice, he experiepced a fenfa- 
tidpPl joy blended with a vague difquietude^. with 
Js heart was at the fame time fadly opprefled. 
caiStbbf Cleves is[ iituate on the fummit of a 

majeftic 
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n^je^iQ iROUiH^in, Covered wkk rocks, and wood») 

nod plants ^ eveiy kind ; pralifirc fprbigs of put* eft 

water iflue fr<Mtn the rocks, forming caicades and 

jftreams, wbUh £all and meander among the cj^refles 

9c^<^ pines, and wander over 9xr9fiscj fpots of m^dow * 

ground. An ancient apd ^oomy ford^ •almoft endrw 

cle$ the motintam, and covers more than half of it ^ 

oathe other fide lies an extenfive plain, watered by 

;|he Rhin^ (<<^)* Arrivrng at che firft guard, th^ 

k»ights declared their inames^ and the inotive^ of 

their journey \ > then, being efcorted by two foldiers, 

they prcceeded forwardsi. When neasr the caftle thfe 

fol4iiers blew a horn, which was ^ fignal tfi<^ an^ 

jlipu<nced to the prikiceiEs the ai-rival of her neW' d^eif^ 

•ders. Immediately aniaafwer was given by the found 

of ,drumts and trumpets. . < At lafi: hailing climbed tht 

imottntain, and pafiedallthe foftifiirftiohs, they came 

to the draw»bridge, which .>eas inihmtly let ddwn. 

There a crowd of fqiiires and pages belonging td^ tht 

duchefs waited for the' knight*. They led tlifem 

through feveral fpacious couits, to the found of miH^ 

tary mtiiidt alLthis preparation redoubled IfaAbard^ 

emotion, /and when he was within a hundred paces of 

the flight of ftepi whiph led to the apartments of the 

palace, aixl had alighted feom his Aeed, he eistp^ti-t 

enced fuch violent palpitation of hearty that he Waft 

forced to leaii on Oliver's qrm> i^ho, remarkitig thil 

extraordinary agitation, fmikd, and almoft at the 

fame inftant heaved a deep iigh, on recoUeAing hifc 

firft interview with the unfortunate Celanira ! Th(^ 

embarrafiincQt 6f Ifambard ftiU increafed, when h% 

fuddeoly perceived^ at the top of the ftep», a gr^u^ 

o£ Jadles; in. the moft fup^b dreflbs^ One of tlMtm 

clothed in filver brocade, arid appearing in tbre iMfkl^ 

of the 5nrele» was advanced feme paees befd^e x^m^^ 

and ftood upon the brink of the (teps ; on^ ^.^^^ 

Squires, knowing her perfoliv informed tbs ^ght% 

it was the 'printers hetfelf (i 7). The knigh«i;;4ttkli^ 

• %ncd 
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cn€d their pace, and arrived at the foot of the ftair« | 
they could then diftin^tly fee this celebrated duchefs"^ 
but.no fooncr had Ifambard caft his eyes upoii her, 
than, -ftruck with aftonifhment, he ftarted back, and 
looked at his unhappy friend.-*-01iver, pale and 
trembling, and ready to faint, had his ey^ caft upon 
the ground, and appeared mocionlcfs. The duchcfs 
obferved him for a moment with feme attention, theii 
breaking filcnce, fhe addrcfled the two friends in a 
ipeech full of grace, and inviting: them to accompatiy 
her, ihe entered the palace 5 Ifambard, who, for fe^* 
veral minutes paft, had thought of nothing but his 
unfortunate companion in arms, now in his turn lent 
him the affiftanc« of his arm. Oliver, roufing all 
his refolution, refumed a . calmer deportment, and 
mouilted the ftair-cafe. In the vefVibule they miet 
Lancel<^ ^ and Angilbert, who came and embrated 
them ; and Lancelot addreiJing . the two friends--^ 
^* You have feen the princcfs,*' faid he, ** and were 
you not much firuck with the aftonifhing refemblance 
between her and the unhappy daughter of Wttikind ? 
I bianfe myfelf for not having mentioned this to OH* 
ver, to whom this likeoeis muft renew the painfdl re<» 
membrance of a tragical fcene^ I thought of this 
during our interview, but was averfe to ' enter into 
that detail, in the prefence of a Grange knight : I in« 
tended to have told him privately, and I forgot it.** 
At thefe words Oliver ftammered a few broken fylla- 
bles, which Ifambard haftened to interrupt, obfervhrg, 
that he hlmfelf had experienced e^al emotion and 
commiferation. «< Yet," obferved Angilbert, << ivis 
not one of thofe miraculous likeneiTes, of which fb 
mai^y inftances are to be! found in romance ; on ex-' 
amining Beatrice you will find coniiderable difference 
between iher and Celanira. Beatrice is not light- 
hairHj^, her locks are auburn, and her eyes black, her 
cye4M-ows.are much darker and larger than tho& of 
Celanira^ her mouth is not To finall, her - :long eye«^ 
^ ' - laihes 
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lk6^€h make h«f eyes appfear larger, arid her nofe,' 
thotigK of 'the fame formi is ftilt more dcHcate j but 
that re(ji>iendeht clcarnefs of complexion, thofe fame 
looks, the like >exprefliori of candour and feiifibility, 
a flmilar tone of voice,' ^ the fami^'fize, aridan uncom- 
mbti fimilitude of manners i rhien> and deportment, 
produce an 511ufion -which will affedt' you a Hundred 
t!iines a diay, by revivkig the image of the moft in-* 
tereftirig jverfoti we ever faw at the cOurt of Gharle- 
jBagne." This convQriation was interrupted b;^ Oger 
the Dane, who, with fome degree of confufion, came 
in queft of his old friends ; he dreaded thdir raillery^ 
but they were rioit ma humour to remind hira of the 
cottage^ and to- laugh at his philofophy; 

It was now time to repair to. the faloon, land deter- 
mine upon feeing^he charming Beatrice agaiii. 0!i»i 
i^er "avoideid' fookmg at her ; Ifabbard gazed on her 
with- admiration chaftetied by remorfe : for while en- 
i^aptured at the pleafnre of hearing and feeing her, he 
confidered'himfelf asi Oliver's rival ; and if the repu- 
tati^ of- the duchefs had not long iince made deep 
tmpreiSon U|M^n hts heart, this fatal ' refemblanee 
woilldr have iprefbrved him from any dangei<ous degred 
crf^^sim'cM-otis Infedion* But (he had engafged his atten- 
tion for more than three months paft j the perufal of 
rh^ tablets had completely turned his head ; and find- 
ing her 'a thoufand times beyond what fame bad de- 
icribtd her to be, and being well pcrfuaded, that 
tven a niore perfedl refemblance could not rendei* 
Oliver faithlefs to the memory of Gelanira, he fondly 
gave himfelf up to the enchantment of an infafit 
paffion. Ifambard had a restitution' to make, and, 
tc^oO:ing the duchefs, he prefented her the tablets, 
relating in > what manner they had fallen into his 
hands. Beatrice blufhed, and requeued him to keep 
them: " I- flatter myfelf," added ihe> " that in 
examining my condci A- you t^ill ever-ifind it confonan t 
witb the maxims tbofe -tablets coiftain/^' Ifambard 
' ' received; 
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received the fp*eciou» gift with ti^oiTpiM'^ ;^ gi^ vUjlc^ 
aflforded a bappf pre&gis to bj^^pvie. Oliyer, jWW 
bad been411 at. safe ever fince h«; -entered the.pal«c<> 
went out at tbe end pf an boor, on pretes^ttpf vi^t^- 
\\\^ . the fortifications. An . in^a^iit after be wa^ fol^ 
lowed by Ifamb^^rd* When, tk^y itiqt 4;pgetb^r^afi90* 
ment's iilenc^ took place, on.acix>up^t:'of their H^tua} 
einbarraflment \ a l^ii: QJliver, afieftion^tely graTpii^ 
tbe baiid of bis friend, f^ld-r-^/.My di^ar. Ifanib^ards \ 
eafiiy perceive what is labouriisg, in yoiir imind.; — ^u4b | 
inay th^ pew pailloo, with wMch yon are ija^{iared^ 
fsjcure . yovir fclicity-*-'tis all tb^ :Wiih I have now. to 
mak^« — Beatrice ^efeniWes hery but it, l^t^t^Jhei Yp»I 
underiland this> and tbe, diftin^tioii iOiu^hX; to be f^&y 
cient to reiaove all .your appreb^nfipi^." */ It is 
tni^," returned Ifanibard, << thAt I bay^, aa exitb^fi* 
a(^ic admjratioafor Beatrice, and per^a^s il:S^z\Li^9. 
be deeply enamoured \(ritb be^ ^ but it will l^ without 
hope, for bow can- I encourage; any ? In a word, I 
b^ve devoted my life to the,e, and i^ver (ball I foroi 
any, projects iinconiifteni with tbMufecr^ ^Higage^ 
ment."-^OIiver prdled bi$ friend's, ; band,, rstlld w«$ 
tin^ble to make. reply v. wb^e^) foc^e knignts.ap(>^0acbT 
ing ;tbe£n4t tbis^mosoie&t put an end to the coftyoi^A^ 

, In the afternoon Lancelot prefented tfce two fi?ieild9 
to the principal ladies of the.cour«t. Jfi^mbai^ w{^ 
Hwxftly ftt:^ck with the beduty of jtbe charEnixigi^Ua^ 
Ijie favc3jurite pf Be^tri<j6, Xhis ypuflg damfcl> wh^ 
wias oaly iixt^n^ v^as.as re^arfe^e ifor>her oaiddouij 
2^4 modefty ^s-fojpthe bcilUancy of. her pefJToji-' ^JFa^ 
from b^ing .elated with pride at thi^ favour^ fbstepl 
herfdf coJ!itiniially ai a diilai^ce./ On aU eccafioa:)ft 
flic fought the Icyweft pkcej ajad ihunned, every, dift 
tin^Uon. Admiration axid praife feemedr t<^ aftoAiih 
and,e.£nbarra{s ben The ^mpUcity of hec drefs, tb« 
^i^g^gi^g pc|n£vene& of ber«v idob^ and .modl^er^aM^ 
^eetoef^ of her ttrniperi tmp^id a»^:ial:^di^Q(b0f 
. / ' whole 
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'mlielc peribti, which carried crtry thing before it* 
In fine. Sue afibrded an m^smcc^ extremely novel in 
a -court, oi a favourite poiTcffcd of humility and diifi- 
4ien4:e, ^de^d of all ambition, without oeremony, or 
pret^eiifions, and meddling with nothing. Ifambard 
inet wkh great plea&ire the fair Amaiberga, who was 
attached to Delia by the tcndereft tics of fnendfhip. 
He tallied with her of Charlemagne, and the virtu- 
ous Amalberga cocild not hear the praifes of that 
hero with indifference. At night the two friends 
-^ere fhown to their apartments j there they found 
•artnis of precious workmanfhip, rich mantles of pur- - 
pte hue lined with ermine, and' other coftly gifts, 
•with which they were prefentcd by Beatrice (i8)* 
IfatnBard, who ufually did not go to Oliver's room, 
before. half after eleven, obferved, anaong the fquires 
and pages who had brought the prefents ihto his 
cb!amber, one of the latter, who waslcfs than the- 
rein, whofb ^pearance was charming, but whoie fea- 
tures hie cotttd not well diftinguifh, becaufe he kept 
at a difta'nce, and in the dark, and concealed himfeif 
behind the others.' When they were all gone oot, 
the Iktie page remained in the room, and fhutting 
the door, he then advanced np to Ifambard^ who, 
looking (iedfafHy at him, immediately recognifed Ap- 
tnoflede ; but no longer was it in his eyes the dan- 
gerous Armoflede, whom he had found fo charming 
a little while before ^ he was become acquainted with 
hei" artifites and all the bafenefs ^f her condu^ and 
fhe could BOW only excite indignation and contempt* 
Aft(fer having eyed her from head to foot with the 
greatefl indifference — « May I venture to a&i ma-t 
dam," faid he, ** what is the o6jeft of this mafque^ 
rade ?" — ^This queftion, and the cold manner in which 
it was uttered, entirely difconcerted the lady. How* 
ever, foon t*efuming 'her wonted audacity, fhe *re* 
piled/ thaft bi border to avoid the perftcution of AdaU 
gife, (he had tdken refuge in.theia^ i thajt &kc had 

- not 
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. not ct)n£d^d her fecrct to any one ;* had obtained the 
office of page, about the perfon of the princcfs, but 
- had no particular ' employment affigned h€r> and 
. therefore ihe was not obliged to live ^ith the. other 
'pages, or to appear in public j jQic added,, that the 
certainty of meeting Ifambard here had induced her 
to make choice of this afy lum 5 and fte finifhed her 
ftory with prbteftations of gratitude and friendihip. 
During the narration,. Ifambard, leaning in a negli- 
gent manner againft the chimney-piece, heard her 
with indifference, and without making any interrup- 
tion 5 ^ when ihe had done fpeaking — " I cannot m^ke 
a better return to your confidence, madam,** faidhe, 
** than by giving you two ufeful pieces of advice. The 
firft, that you carefully avoid the prefcnce of .CHiver 5 
for fhould he meet you, I ihall take upon myfelf to 
fpare him the horror of feeing you a fecond time, by 
informing. the priocefs who you are, that ihe may na~ 
longer give an afylum to vice. What I next reconi- 
mend. relates to prince Adalgife : you. have, madam, 
a very eafy way to efcape his perfecutionis ; inilead of 
having recourfe to falfehood and difguife, at once 
give up all^impofli^re ; relate to him, without de<eiti 
thC/ principal 'incidents of your life, and you w:ill 
•quickly fee him blufh at his ridiculous conftancy.** 
During this difcourfc, Armoflede, quite confounded 
and motionlefs^. recollefted with terror the fatal prc- 
di^iion of the virtuous Meinrad ; all pale and trem- 
blings ihe was. on the point of fainting away. At 
length, falling into a chair: " O heavens," faid ihe, 
<* is this a French knight ? Is it Ifambard whb thus 
treats a woman, that has juft been giving him a proof 
of the moft unfufpicious confidence P' This reproach 
was ill founded, but it touched the delicacy of the 
generous Ifambard: " Yes, madam," returned. he, 
" I acknowledge aU the decorums due to your^fex, 
and you yourfcUF are able to bear evid^cfc,of it^ We 
owe the profontideft refpeft to all virtuous wonjen^ or 
I' • to 
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to all wko appear fo, and fuch we ought always to 
fuppofe them 5 for beirtg bok'n to prote<El and defend 
the fcx, lye feel thfe- neceflSty of giving them our 
cfteem. But when we have evident proofs of their 
perverfenefs, we are exonerated from our'attetitions, 
and they cart ^ oiily pretend to our fuccour, whicli 
weaknefs and inisfortunc have ever a right to claim. 
• Thus^ madam, istt, that I have already combated 
for you, and that I fhould fHll be ready to render 
you the falhie ferviees if you had occafibn for 
them'( ip).'' '" At the tiiile you mention,'* returned 
Armoflcdej^ " you feemed prejudiced againft me 'in- 
deed, but were far from eitpreffing that hatred and 
horror which appear now to govern you ; what then 
havedl done iince that period ?-* «< Excuft me, ma- 
dam, from entering into fuperfluous e^tplanations/* 
«^ What V^ cried Armoilede, v Aemehtly, " when 
you accufe me of being ^ monfter, when you treat 
me with the moft provoking contempt, you, refiife to 
mform me what are m";^ crimes ! You condemn me 
without hearing, do you call that juftice ? Would you 
aft in this way with a man, -who could call you to an 
account for the outrage ? Is it thus you refpe£l the 
weaknefs of which you pretend to be the proteftor V* 
*^ Well, madam," anfwered Ifambard, " fince our 
interview, I have learned the whole ftory of the un- 
happy Oliver.** Upon this Armoflede, obliging Ifani- 
bard to liften to her, endeavoured to palliate her 
crime, in proteftiftg fiie had never been able to be- 
lieve that Diaulas was really the brother of Celanira \ 
ihe fijpported this falfehobd, and many others^ by a 
flood of t^ars. Ifambard Vas Hot affefted, yet he 
became a little foftened. ^* Calmyourfelf, madam,'* 
faid he, " and, for heaven^s fake>' let us put an end 
for ever to this fatal fubjeft j condu^l yoiirfelf here 
With ^rudence^ and, above all, avoid the iight of 
Oliver,' and be aiTured of iny difcretion. ' But let this 
interview be our laft % you wiH hever make me alter 

nay 



it THE KNBGHT*. OF 

VDj opknon >or iep^imeats f. and 4 ^^xo. •npw^jgoiiig to 
coafeis what will ^ove, .to yoi^; tbaty in i|^e ^of rM 
your xJiarms, you haven totally ceafed to a.f>pear .dan- 
gerous to me. .You were tbJe^earlkft. obj^<^ o£ j^^ 
love :*, I £ril fkw you on youx retu^i^/xcycn Jftooabardy ^^ 
your graces, ;yottr ^gaiety, your ti^ka;it$, tuwa^d ro^o; 
head. Akx^oft at the iaiaoe tiiaae I heard of y^qur %&% 
gagements with Oliver,, and I then avoided you with 
the utmoft c^e. The fentjjnents I felt^»fpr youheing 
checked oii their birth d^^ji^ft. ^ow ipt)o a|>ai&oi^ 
but hindered me from .givi^ pecej>tiQn to afiothe^^ 
and coft mc a long and fevere coairi^*^ !?'—«< 'W^hat/*^ 
returned Armoflede, <f and you liaye loye4-«^ ! ^Oif' 
muft indeed be well cured of your fiam^ to be .^blf 
to make fuch a declaration*" Armoflede upw caii 
her looks on the ground, and remained in illencC|^ 
and a tear or two efcaping from her ^ye4ids^qrepi 
foftly down her cheek. . Ifamha!rd b^gan ;to feel ^ 
painful fenfation at tl^ bottom of his he^tf't) which 
feemed like compaffion. ArmoEede 'arofe^** ,Fare^ 
wel, feignior^'* faid fhe, ** my .giddy head has led mf 
into many an error ; but if bitter regret andiforrow^ 
ful contrition can make any re:paratlon2 this ev^z^ng 
has expiat^ them all." On faying this, ifhe adva^c^^: 
towards the door, when the ^[ood knight, feemin^ 
quite at a lo&, and relenting of his harfhnefs, fol^ 
. lowed h^r in a xefpe^lful maimer, as if he wished tm 
bring her back : Armoflede put her hand to the latch 
of the door, and turning towards Ifambard--^**^ Fare* 
wel then for ever !" faid fhe, " and at leaft be af*- 
fured, that infpite of your hatred" — «« |ily hatred !'* 
cried he, " can you helijBve" — An inexpreffiWc em» 
barra^ment prevented- his.going on with thk lentence % 
"he took hold of the pretty hand he^faw laid/ upon :thf 
latch, aj^whes h^ ielt that h^md within*, h^<ow% 
his embarxaiTment ftill increafed ; hf would iaiA niak^ 
reparation hy ppUtenefs^ for a fcene which he taught 
he had carried too far j l^e was feairfuL of ihowing any 
t . thing 
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tiling like gallantry^ ht darft hot Tpeaik;^ yet was 
aware how ridiculous it was to ^o»tin»c fiknt. This 
perplexity gave him an ^t of conftraint and irrefolu- 
tion, which Armoflede took for tender eino|tion': at' 
length, very fortunately for Ifaitibardj the voice of 
his fquire was heard in the anti-chamber, when Ar- 
moflede, pulling down her hat over her eyes, opened 
the door, and haftily went away. 



CHAPTER VL 
ji COUNCIL OF STATE. 

L*avi8 du plus grandisofiibre ^eft ibu-^oat tnoinsboii* ^ 

THE next morning, as l&mbard was walking, out 
with Lancelot, and going along a fpacious gallery, he 
pafled by a chamber in which he heard niu^c. He 
flopped, and lifbenedto a charniing voice which fung 
the following ballad, accompanied by a lute. 

They fay Tinkiiove with Phtlknk ! 
t) heav'ns ! how my cafe they miftatel 

Whate'er I may feel fot that fw«in 
Is not L.OYE — it is 2ifaer to Hate. 

I blufh whea i foe him — I do— 
His prefence fiill gives .ixie cliftrefs; 

Yet, the mace I-think. on him, 'tis tnie> 
I perceive— 1-/&I/ Zbate him tJk. UJs, 

J 

If Phillis fay aught in his praife* 
Be it ever fo trivial and flight. 

Ah! how my |»aoT foul it afinbyjs^ f: 

And fills' it with ixc -and defpighc. . i 

To love him *8 a crhne, in my «iew 5 . . r 

And yet I jnuA Jmely (;oii^ef$, 

That the more I think on him, *tis true, 

I perceive— /&«< Jbati him ibt hft. 

Of 
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Of all tbe bir Dymiilu pf the pllia 
Lctitia w»B dcareft tp me — 

littita't ID love with Puilbhi--' 

Ileitis with horror I fee ; 

Mj eayj 1 cannot fubdue. 
My jealoofjr ciDDOt fupp«6-! 

And the more I think on him, 'til (rue, . 
1 pereeWt— (ijf Jiafc him tic Ufi. 

If he afk me Co dsuice, in the grove, 
Whh rctuflance I tend« mj hand i 

f) thie aoy taken uf loie, 
When I dagger, and ftarcelj canftiild f' 

Falpittliong and panlingi enfue. 
The caufel'm onaWeto gceft : 

But the more I chink on him, 'tia tnic, 
I peiicive — tbatlhatc bim tbtUfu 

While niufing, a few daya ago, 
I met him alone in a mead ;, 

I De'cT Wat fo flutter'd, I kcoiT ; 
I tura'd me, and fuddenly ficd. 

Vet, alas \ though I Sed from hil view, 
I could not my feeling* teprefs ; 

And the more I thinkon him, 'tii true, 
Iperceive— <*fl*/iii/eii™ ttclifi. 

Ah! whyOiould fenfacioDsfokeeo 
Lay hold on To youthful a heart f 

Ah 1 why (hould a gill, not Gftecti, 
Endure fo tormenting afmartf 

A linart which 1 cannot e/chew; 
*or hi« ahfence angmenu piy dillreli : 

Andihemorel [hinkonhim, 'tifCrsS,. 
I perceive— rtirt I hale tlm Ht hfi. 

tavtfjivn — or inhim^ 
it ne'er Ihall difgiacc! 
rrdo iuAiceto uiu : 

w'rof tbefnaioioC ihepl»Mi 
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i^hspl my ayedioa inay eepfc, ; 

rPerhap* there*! a cure for jEoypaia; . 

.1 feeUt akeady decreafe-;- 
Ahl \xQyr.C2Ji\bate fuib afwaitt? " . 

After the fong was over, the two knights continued 
rfheir walk.. " The joung perfon you have juft 
heard," faid Lancelot, " is in love with one of the 
princefs's pages, and upon that paflion, which fhe 
' herfelf does not feem to underftand, Angilbert coni'- 
pofed the fong, and g^ve it to Jb.er. The words fh^ 
iinds fo expreflive of her own feelings, that fhe takes 
delight in finging it every day y but do you know who 
the little ^age is, who thus turns her head ? It is Ar^ 
moflede in -difguife, ,and who is only kilown here by 
Angilbert," Oger, and me. She has been amuling 
Jierfelf till fhe has ah opportunity of making more 
J^rilliaut CQiiquefls, in creating mifchief among the 
jnaids of honour of the princefs 5 but Beatrice has 
4ifapproved of this intrigue, and the apartment of 
the young ladies has been fhut againfl her for a fort- 
night paft." ** And how long has Arn[ioflede been 
Jiere ?" denianded Ifambard. " She came with Oger,** 
replied Lancelot, " about three weeks ago." This 
,anfwer made Ifambard laugh 5 but he thought it pro- 
jper to inform Lancelot, that Oliver, having quar- 
relled with Armoflede, had great reafon to detefl herj 
,and he would do right not to fpeak of her in his pre- 
.fence. Lancelot promifed to mention this to Angil- 
hert. " He will not be aflonifhed at this rupture," 
added he, ^* for he has never believed the public re- 
port, that ^hey were married, or that Armoflede was 
indeed worthy of becoming the wife of Oliver." 

,During this interview, Lancelot informed Ifam,- 

bard, that he was going in an hour's time to the camp 

of the allied princes, to carry the laft propofals of 

jjeace from the duchefs. Lancelot, departing, re- 

' ^paired to Gerold*s tent j he met the fage Theobald, 

• ■ ' ' _ wlxo 
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who wa$ waiting for him: there, and the lolight, 'andl 
the venerable old man, acqukted themlehrc* of their 
million. The count liftened to them wkhcalmnefs, 
and replied, that he (hould affemblt a ctmiicil of the 
princes, and there deliberate upon the duchefs's of- 
fers; "^but I believe,'* added Ceroid, ♦« thaf they 
will be jydged infincere v it is imagined,^ that Co many 
valiant warriors, as now compofe the court of Be^* 
trice^ are far from infpiring her with palcific fenti- 
men^s ; their interefts perhaps are oppofite to ours ; 
the pretenfions of the king of Pannonia, for in» 
ftance, are fyfficiently known, and fhould Beatrice 
cojifulthim, he would not counfel her to offer peace 
upon fiich conditions as we could accept." '< Seig- - 
nior," replied Lancelot, f< I am not acquainted with, 
the projefts of Theudon, but I know, that the prin- . 
cefs confults 6nly her reafon and her duty. I know 
befidcs, that all the knights, who are armed in her 
defence, are fearlefs of war, but have no interefts ^ 
, which make them defire it. They have all giveii 
proofs of their prowefs in the field of honour, and 
no new^exploits can increafe the brilliant reputation 
of the Knights of the Swan, Oger, the Dane^ the 
brave Angilbert, and the fons of duke Aimon j in 
fihe, feignior, I can affure you, that you have many 
true admirers at the court of Beatrice, and that the 
perfon who appears to have the greateft Ihare of her - 
iavour, far frooi being againf]: you, openly profeffes 
the warmeft attachment for you," ** And who may 
that perfon be ?" returned Ceroid : ^* It" is the bofom 
friend of Beatrice," anfwered Lancelot, ** the young 
and beauteous Delia, who was born, fhe, fays, in 
your dominions \ and all her vows are in behalf of 
her fovereign \ and if the duchefs followed her ad»- 
vice in that refp€^, your wifhes, ^ignior, would foon 
be gratified." At thefe words. Ceroid being fur- 
prifed and touched, aiked a thoufand queftions con- 
cerning Delia : Lancelot, who was pafiionately en«* 

amoured 



jRnocrred wkH Kei*^ an fibred in a i3^ntti*r th&f a^ 
peared gffeatly to intercftlh^ count of Bavaria; and 
flaring the rdbof the conference there was no qwe^ 
tion of ' any tbiAg but the channing Delisi. After 
Lancelot hud^retii-^ed J Gerofd -called an affenSbly of the 
princes 5 a grand council- was held, and Barmecide 
was admitted a member. Crerold' iread the propofalt 
of Beattfcc! 'fhie -dcdart^d hei* refofetiori taremaih 
free ; that violent- m^afiires wo«td< never ^induce hei* 
to make choree of ^ hufband ; but thsrt fiie^wilhcd foir 
peace, send offered to pay the expence of all' the pr^ 
paration* of wkr.' -Hartrad, count of Thuringid, 
who had long been fmittew with a violent paflion for 
Beatrice, firftr began to fpeak. He maintained^ that 
peace on fuch conditions could not be accepted with- 
<)ut diAonour ; and that the allied princes would be* 
come an pbjeft of ridicule in the eyes of all ' Europe^ 
if, after the fame of this enterprife^ they (hould in- 
glbrioufly r^r^at without compelling the duchefs to 
'Choofe one among them for a hufband. Henry, duke 
~0f Friuli, who alfo loved Beatrice, was of the fame 
-opinion. The duke of Spoletta was almoft the only 
pcrfon who appeared inclined to peace* Ceroid com- 
bated his fentiments in a long fpeech, equally artful 
and eloquent, and endeavoured, to prove, tkat mere 
policy, independent of all private intereft,fhould lead 
ihefm to rcjeft the propofals of the duchefs. Barme-^^ 
.cide then ' reqiiefted leaVe to fpeak. After having 
jdrawn a ftriklhg picture of the dreadful evils of war j 
^* when we rcfle^l," faid he, *' on thefe terrible cala* 
{dities, every paflion ought to fubfide, and the voice 
of humanity,' to.fiipprefs thofe of ambition, refent- 
ittcnt, and lovd. It Is feid difhbnbur would attend 
the acceptance of th^ propofed peace. — 'When a 
prince fubmits to humiliating conditions, when he^ 
concludes a treaty contrary to the interefts and rights 
of his fubjefts,. then it is that he makes a diftionour*' 
iblepeace J bat when nothing is required of him that 
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can f^rovc prejudicial t.o l^ifi; Qat.iop» l\z jcomjmts a' 
crime in continuing hoAiliti^^s, ,and will ;^Q^ie ^be rc^ 
fponfible for the blood that (hall ^>e ih^d., . ritprjjl^go 
&rther^ and obferve^ that fhould an encKn]^- de^fUi4 
an equitable reftitutiop, a prince ought to make it, and[ 
thereby expiate the crime of ufurpation, for fuch maj 
^11 conqueil be c(»ifi4crcd. But in the prj^f^pt cafe 
thete is. no queftion of thefe great facriHce^* The; 
duchefs of Cleves, affoi;dinga noble example »Qf mo- 
deration> demands peace of the aggreffi>rs, and ten- 
4prs them her treafures to . fpare the blood of her 
fubjefts. Should this be refufed, with what ardour 
will they combat in her caufe ? And as for ourfelves, 
can we depend upon the zeal of our troops ? Have 
they their homes to defend ? Wh^t inte^feft have they, 
in the war ? they are only to experience the fatigues 
Wid dangers of it. And of what avail is the valour 
and ability of the chiefs, when the fqldiers are dif- 
conteiTted and muripur ? Their enthufiafm it is which 
produces vi^ory ; and difcouragement and difmay 
will prevail in our camp, while the energy of the be- 
fieged will multiply both their refources and fuc(;eiles. 
Upon your decifion depends the fate of that multi- 
tude of men which compofes the two armies. Our 
tents, extended along** the foot .of thefe hills, have 
alr-eady ftruck terror into the ^ minds of the peaceful 
inhabitants of this fine country j with a fingle word 
you may difpel all their alarms. Ah ! turn your eyes 
towards thofe fertile fields which furround you ; look 
at thofe cottages, the refpe<5lable abode$ of innocf^nce ; 
behold that flourifhing army 5 and confider, that in 
rejeAing peace you pronounce a fanguinary fentence^ 
the prom|)t and terrible execjation of which will every 
where carry devaftat ion and death. Thofe cottages^ 
thofe villages, will be burned and deftroyed, thofe 
fields will be defolated, thofe foldiers, now fo fhowy 
and ^lert, will be mafiacred, and at your command 
too 5 for all theifi?;. evils, all thefe cruelties, will be 

your 
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four own work. — An4 i^i tribunals, iDftitiHe^ for the 
punifhment of crimes, flxall the judge be- unable to 
prdnounce fentence upon the vileft wretches without 
repugnance^ while princes, affembled in ^council, flialt 
coolly confign thoufands of innocent men to death f 
-i — Yes, I will ever mamtain, that defen£ve war alone 
can be reaibnable and jufl y and whqre peace cav 
either be accepted or propofed, a declaration of war 
is the moft horrid of crimes. Even fuccefs cannot 
diniinifh its atrocity in the eyes of rational and com^ 
paiiionate bfeings, for true glory is infeparable from 
moderation, juftice, and humanity." . j ;. 

This fpeech gave rife to the moft violent debates | 
Hartrad, and the duke of Friuli, who felt themfelveg 
particularly pointed at^ expre£fed the* ipipft violent 
refentment agaiaft Barmecide : and beli^g ignorjant of 
the real name of that great, man, «and coniidering 
him only as the obfcure Giaffar j they replied with 
difdain ancFanger. Barmecide retorted with all his 
natural fpirit ; but/ Ceroid put an. end to this difputo 
by obferving, that if liberty of opinion were not al* 
lowed,- it was ufelefs to fummon ,a xouncil. . «* In thi^ 
refpeft," faid he, « I may be piermitted to offer my? 
fell as an e;&ample ; two. of thp deareft friends I have 
in this aflembly arc th^.duke of Spoletto and Giaffar j 
both of them differ with me in opinion, and I am not 
incenfed againft them. , They have fpoken confcieny 
tioufly, and have done tlieir duty: ours is noT^^tc^- 
weigh their reafqns^ ^d duly to refie£t ijipon theni^ 
I therefore propofe, that nothing be decided upoii. 
with precipitation ;^hat the 4uche?s be informed, that 
we fliall maturely examine her -proppfals before we 
make reply i and that we defirethat the truce, which 
expires the day after to-morrow, fhould be prolonged 
jknother month* During this time, new ideas and 
new negptiatipivs may bring aboht a pacification, and 
efpecialLy as m that interval the prince of Greece will 
certainly arrive at qujt camp, and that new reinforce- 

Vol. II. E -ment 



^4 THE KNIGHTS OF 

menti will facilitate a treaty of peace." This propo- 
fal was combated by Hartrad and the duke of Friuli^ 
but every other member of the eouncil adopted it^ 
and 'it was carl;^ed by a 'plurality of voices. The 
council immediately named two deputies^ commif- 
fioned to carry their decrfion -to the princefs. Bea* 
trice chofe to receive the deputies in the prefence of 
all the knights who defended her <:aufe ; fhe ac- 
cepted tl^eir propofals, -and <:onfented to the pro- 
longation of :the truce. 

An hour after Ifhe .departure of the deputies, the 
arrival of Barmecide was announced^; as the princefs 
had mad^ z xvtlc never to grant a private audience to 
the warriors fix)m fhe enemy's camp, Barmecide could 
,only fee her in the midft of her court. Being ad- 
mitted into her prefence, he informed her, that the 
count of Bavaria, having heard that one of her la- 
dies was a native of his dominions, was defirous of 
making fome inquiries concerning her. *< Seignior," 
replied" Beatrice, -*' it is proper that I)elia herfelf 
Ihoulcl gratify the curiosity of her fovereign in that 
refpeft.: yoa ihall fee her ; you fliall inftantly be con- 
flufted to her apartment 5 but as intrigue has never 
Found its way into this caftle, all myftery is baiiiflieds 
atl Our proceedings arc public, becaufe our inten* 
tions are all upright and pure % I am in the midft of 
niv friends and defenders, and unlimited confidence 
!s the leaft proof of gratitude' which I can give them. 
My friendfhip for Delia, and your attachment to the^ 
count of B.avaria, may bring fufpicion upon a fecret 
interview* To avoid therefore all faife interpreta- 
tions, you will permit, feignior, that the knights 
who are here prefent may be witnefs to this inter- 
view, ^nd I requeft them to accompany yoy." At 
thefe worc's Barmecide bowed low, and withdrew. 
The Knights of the o wan, Lancelot, Roger, young 
Guichard, and fome others, attended them to De- 
lia's apattment. When Barmecide was gone out of 

^ the 
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the faloon, he turned towards Oliver, and taking him 
by the arm, " There," faid he, " is a princefs of 
twenty years old, whofe policy is worthy the imitv 
lion of all the fovereigns of the earth ; — we fhould 
then fee no more revolutions." ** Yes," replied 
Oliver, " goodnefs^ equity, uprightnefs^ fiich is the fe- 
cret of the great ^rt of government, and Beatrice 
poflefles thefe qualities," ** I an* fearful," returned 
Barmecide, «^ left this fecret, which is fo ihnple and 
excellent, fhould be loft with her ; at leaft for a long 
while." While he was thus fpeaking, they found 
themfelves* at Delia's door,^ and Barmecide entered 
with the other knights. Delia was alone, and em- 
ployed in reading ; flie was much furprifed at feeing 
fo numerous a company : Barmecide approached, and 
inforhied her, that the count of Bavaria was defirou» 
of knowing in what part of his dominions ihe was 
born. «* That prince," added Barmecide, "has been 
highly flattered on hearing of the intereft you take in 
his fituation. He laments on refiefting that misfor- 
tunes, or perhaps injuftice, to which he is a ftranger, 
have probably driven you from your native country \ 
he makes you a tender of his friendfhip, madam, and 
of his proteftlon and influence in favour oT your rela- 
tions, fli^ould you have any in his dominions." 
During this difcourfe the meek and timid Delia 
changed countenance feveral times, and nearly fainted 
away. — She replied, with a low and tremulous voicej 
that flie did not, neither ought flie to complain ; that 
fhe was an orphan ; that the goodnefs of the princefs 
rendered her Situation as happy as it could be ihade \ 
and {he added, on cafting down her eyes, that Ihe 
fhould ever offer up the mpft ardent vows to heaven 
for the happinefs of her fovereign. « Well, ma- 
dam," returned Barmecide, <^ your fovereign is enti- 
tled to prefent you with a flight acknowledgment of 
his gratitude, fince be is deprived of the pleafure of 
affording an afylum to a perfon of your worth, at leaft 
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•you wiU not refufc thefe pledges of his efteem and 
fiienclihip, which he has commiffioned me to offer 
you." Then Barmecide, eaufing his fquires to come 
. forward, took from them an open baiket, adorned 
with green ribbands, and filled with trinkets and jew- 
els, and placed it on die table before her. DeUa co* 
loured, and heaved a deep figh. <^ Thefe fplendid 
ornaments," faid ihe, <^ would ill become me ; but, 
-feignior, I fhall receive with refpied and thankfblnefs 
this green ribband; it is the colour of the count of 
Bavaria, and is the only one of his gifts I can accept." 
Qn faying this Delia took off a broad ribband from 
the ba&et, and tied it round her waifL Barmecide 
in vam endeavoured to prevail upon her to retract her 
refiifal. Delia perfifted in it with firmneis**, Barme- 
cide took back the gifts, and obferved as he went 
qmt, that the favoiurite was, in her way, in every re- 
fy^Qf as extraordinary a charadter as theprincefs. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
TffE MrSTERIOUS DWEI^LING.. 

■p ■ Nop e priideosft- 

Ma foUia de* wortalx 

I.*artQ crttdel di prefiE^girii i mali. 

Sempre e maggiqr del verQ 

li*idea d'upa fventura, 

Al credulo penfiero, 

Pipiota dal timor • 

Chi ftolto il Qial figura, 

Affiretta il proprip alTanaoi 

Edafficura un danno ; 

^Quando e dubbiofo ancor. 

MzrAsTA»ztt#^ 

Un noir deflein fe forme a rombre du myftcre. 

ISAMBARD, ftill recoUefting with great concern, 
the ftory. of the unhappy AasoUne, which Ordalia had 

related> 
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related, was now convinced that Roger wa^, in faft, 
the lover of that unfortunate lady •, he often obferved 
him colour and tremble, when he had purpofely men- 
tioned the name of Rotbold in his prefence. Thus 
perfiiadedjhepropofed a walk inte^thp foreft with him ;• 
and when they were out of the caftle, he obferved - 
he had wi{hed to fpeak to him in private,- in order to 
jnftify the tftemory of an innocent perfon, whojh 
he doubtlefs confidcred as culpable. This preface, 
which announced the death of Azoline, made Roger 
ftart ! he befeeched Ifatnbard to explain himfelf, and 
«he Knight of the Swan related the fad adventure of 
that lady. Roger, who during this narrative was al- 
ternately afflifted with forrow, and tranfported with 
Tage^ithed a flood of tears, andengage«l himfelf, un- 
•dcr the moft terrible oaths, to avenge the death of 
tht unhappy Azoline, by immolating her barbarous 
l>ppr€flbr^ and the infamous Tryphon, his accorh- 
J)lice.— " Alas !" cried Roger, " the crime of thefe 
monfters have rendered me guilty myftlf. I have ca- 
lumniated virtue ; I accufed the innocent Azoline ; 
contempt and indignation had cured me of hopelef^ 
love 5 while Ihe was dying in uttering, my name, I 
was complaining of her infidelity and perfidy j nor 
did I know my fatal error till it was no longer in my 
^ower to make expiation !" Ifambard,. deeply affeftcd 
at Roger's dcfpair, fliared his affliclioHf and felc, that 
of all the movements of the foul pity i^ the ftrongeft 
Jind prompted inducement to friendfliip. He pro- 
mifed to fee him every rfay in private, to hear his 
complaints, and foot he his regret. Roger knew how 
to value fiich ^ friend, and his acquifition aflbrdcd 
him the greateft confolatioA he was capable of re- 
ceiving. As they were walking alohg the fkirts of 
the foreft, Ifambar^ obferved a fniall houfe at a dif- 
tance, at the foot of a hill, ftanding entirely by it- 
felf J he had been for an hOUr paft extremely thirfty, 

and was deSrous of flopping ar itioment at this houfe 
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in order to drink. The knights repaired thithfer^and 
finding the door half opened; they entered the 
houfe. After paffing through a kind of veftibulej 
they came into a room which was decently furni0ied ; 
a little maid fervan^hirteen or fourteen years old was 
fitting alone before a large furnace, upon which was 
placed a ftill. Above the furnace was a fhelf full of 
bottles, of various coloured liquors. " This," faid 
Ifambard, " muft be the dwelling of fome cheniift \ 
but truly he has made choice of a very retired and 
wild fituation. " Is your mafter at home ?" de- 
manded Roger 5 «• I have no mafter," anfwered ihe, 
^ the perfon on whom I wait is a woman." " It is 
fingular," faid Ifambard, " and will not your miC- 
trefs then ice any body ?" « O, yes, people come 
after her, but not fo often as formerly •, we have feeigi 
hardly anybody for a fortnight paft, but the little 
page ?" — " What page ?" — " The pretty little page 
from thecaftle j I don't know his name. 'They who 
come here fcarce ever mention who they are." 
*^ But," interrupted Roger, " tell us, I beg of yo\i, 
the name of your miftrefs," — " Marcelina," faid the 
girl. — " Ah ! let us go hence," cried Roger inftant- 
ly, <« you muft not quench your thirft in this houfe ; 
let us begone." On faying this, he took Ifambard by 
the arm and led him out, without waiting his reply. 
When they got into the foreft, Ifambard quefiione4 
Roger upon what had juft paffed. " Tliis Marcelina," 
anfwered he, ** is an old woman, v/hd is thought by 
the people of the country to be a forcerefs ; and, ac^ 
cording to all appearances, fhe deals in poifons. She 
pretends to pradtife chemiftry, to foretel events, to 
prepare charms and philters ; it is faid fhe conjures 
up departed fouls, and forces the dead from their 
4ombs 'j but it feems evident enough, that ftie has a 
fatal power over the living, for it isicnown, that two 
' perfons have lately peri(hed by drinking her potions. 
Jhe princeis, who is averfc to the very appearance of 

dcfpotifm. 
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rfcfpotifm, does not banifh her from the country ; 
but the ofd woman has b^en ind idled upon feveral ac- 
cufations, and profecution is going forward againft' 
her : but thi^ will be a tedious affair, becaufe the hii-* 
x&anity of the laws allows thie accufcd perfon* very ex- 
tenfive meafures of defence in matters of a criminal 
fiature.!* Ifambard, on reflcfting upon this advent* 
ture, imagined the pretty little page, of whom the 
fervant had fpoken, might be Armoflede 5 and the 
idea of her ftcret propenfity to thefe vile fuperfti- 
tions increafed the contempt he already conceived for 
her. 

On going out of the foreft, the knights entered 
an extepfive plain. Ifambard obferved with furprife 
a large and opeff tent, which the workmen had juft 
been ereAing, and inquiring of Roger if he knew 
for what it wa^ intended y *^ A41 I am acquainted 
with," replied the knight;, '< is, that the prlncefs is to 
appear there to-morrow y that all her troops, and the 
inhabitants of the canton, are invited to attend her. 
The duchefs has informed us^ that fhe will not declare 
her intentions- but in prefence of all the people af-- 
iembled together.- We fuppofe fhe means to make a' 
fpeech relative to the perfecution Ihe fuffers."- This^ 
explanation deeply interefled Ifambardj and he waited' 
for the morrow with extreme impatience* 
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GHAPTIIR VIII. 
Jf VIRTUOUS AND ENLIGHTENED PRINCESS. 

Tome puifiaiKSe vient de Diea, et toot ce. qm vkat de Bleu, n'efi: 
Stable que pour rntiUce des homines; Ie3 gcattds feroieotio utiles 
Inr la terte, s*ii nes*y trouyoit des pauvres et des malheureux. Us 
ne doi^ent leur elevation qu*aux befoiss publico ; et loin qiLe lei 
|>enples foieiH faits pour eux, ils ne font euz-memes tout ce qu*ilt 
■font, que pour les peuples. 

Massillon. 

X.a prevention An peuple en favenr des grands eft fi aveugle, que 8*lls 

s'avifoient d'etre bons, cela iroit i Vidolatrie. 

La Brutere. 

TfiE next morning, at ten o'clock, the dttchefs of 
Cleves gave notice to all tbe knights, that flie was 
going to the plain : it was m the month of Novem- 
ber ; but the ^ir was as foft and ferene as in one of 
the fineft dayi of autumn \ the princefs was dreiTed 
with remarkstble elegance and fimplicity, and her per- 
fon never before appeared: to fuch- advantage. At- 
tended by all the knights and ladies of the court, ihie 
Arrived at the appointed place. The whole plain waj^ 
covered with people, who for two hours had beeo 
waiting for the appearance of their fovereign ; the 
moment they faw her, the flty refounded with fhout^ 
of joy, acclamation, and applaufe. Beatrice re- 
quefted thefplendid train which accompanied her, to 
flop for a moment ; when, leaving the circle which 
furrounded her, flie advanced alone upon the plain,- 
and mixed in the crowd that idolized her^ Every 
t)ne preiTed forward to look at her, but at the fame 
time was fearful of thronging her ; at length they 
made an opening, and fhe paffed through the multi- 
tude to the tent, but with a flow pace, and frequently 
ftopping to fpeak with thofe who were near her, and 

beholding 



beiholdrtig them all trith looks expfdSire of tcndcrhefs 
fend grtititude. "When fhc approached the tent, the 
crowd ftood ftill. Beatrice, turnirig towards them, 
febferve'd, that the finenefs of the day rendering the 
tent ufeleft, Ihe was avetft to gb into it, but that 
iiiving occafion to hara^^gtie thcrti, (he rather Wiihed 
to hkve the ftage removed from k into the open aii*, 
fri 6Her to be heard hf all prefent.^ This was iti- 
ft^f ly dont^ 5 ^rid the knights beirtg now Arrived, all, 
I WitllOttt diftihftion of rank, ranged theiiifelves around 

j . flie]irihcefs. Theudbn, howev6t, with Ifambard and 

the ybungeft of the fons of Armon, found tncans to 
plac^ themfelves' very near her ; Olhtrj who wa^ dt 
k greater dktarice, could not fcfe her; but Beatrice 
kad him called, obferving • fa Ifatnbard, that file 
Vriftied birA not to be feparated firoiti his frferid. ' Olr- 
Vei- came foi-Vw'ards, and J)lacj6d hrftnifttf befide Ifam- 
trard. Dec^p filehce prevailed, and the pfinc^fs ex- 
f reffed herfclf in th« following terms : ** I hdve beeti 
two yeats fovereign of this country ; and I may ven- 
ttire to flatter myfelfi that I have added to/ its pfofpC'- 
rity and happinefi *, but of this I do itbt vafinl^ boaft. 
TdtrAg, and without experiente, I cotiltl oftly claim 
fhe'mfefit of blamdefs feMimeiits aftd trpf ight^ int^n- 
f tens.' '■ J Wanted knowledge, but I wai fenfiblc erf tr^y 
^eficieft€y •, 1 fought after Wife counfels, and weTgbed 
tHetfl'WHh a degr<^6 of r6afbtt, which nothing' has yet 
hebti able to corrupt. My teve fbr the public wel- 
fare kas fiood me in the itead of tal^tits ; aiid in that 
f tender aAd* fublime fentihieht conilft the Wifdom ^nd 

gdiitis of fbvereigns. To my refpeftable preceptor, 
to thii fa^ TheobaMi atfi ! indebted for my princi- 
I>les, and rfiy notibttis of real glory j and to him you 
owe rtic irtftitu^ioni and titW laws which fecure your 

t m 

iibe?ty, and eorife^u^ntly^ j^otit happinefs. From him 
lleai^fe'd,'ln my infant^, that tmjnft prcrdgatives art 
1^'degr^ckn'g toMhofr'-^ho gfafit them, than ^\U 
h«rtoUrable to fddj a^ radW therii. fie has taught. 



^'- E ? me 



•J 



fit THE KNIGHTS OF 

me, that it is a noble taik to govern a people v&4^ 
think, and who are fcniible of their rights ; for fuch 
only can judge of the conduft of their chief; ixxck 
only can eftimate virtue, and dHpenfe glory, by their 
approbation and love ^ while the praiTes and obedir 
cnce of flaves ^evince only their own bafenefs ^ni 
fears* He taught me, too, that one of the m^ft imr 
portant dutie^of a fovereign is to avoid war^ and t^ 
fubmit to the greateft facrifices for the prefiprvatioa 
of peace. Judge then of the forrow I now feel on 
account of the powerful league which is formed 
againft me. The confederate princes, infift, that I 
ihould make choice of a hufband among them i h^% 
the injuftice and violence of their conduft fufficiently 
Ihow, that were I to yield to their requiiition, l/hould 
give you a tyrant to reign over yqu;' and that folc 
cpnfideration is enough to induce me to- perlift in my 
refufal. Finding, therefore, that war is inevitable, 
I have been refle^ing upon the evils it will bring upon 
you, and not . being able to fupport that dreadful 
profpeft, I have taken, for fome time paft, the. refo-? 
lution I am now going to make known to you. Am- 
bition, and the deiire of reigning over this' fine, coun- 
try, have chiefly infligated i;he princes to appear in 
arms againft me; if Beatrice did not poflefs the 
duchy of Cleves, there would be no conteft to obtain 
her hand. My rank I only value as far as it is condu- 
cive to your welfare* ; and -happy fhould I be to re- 
nounce it, to fecure the public tranquillity." — Here a 
thoufand confufed and mournful cries iptertupted 
Beatrice. /* No, no,*' exclaimed the crowd from 
ev^ry quarter, ** we will live, andj \f it be n^ceffary, 
die for Beatrice /" — ^Thefe acclamation^ were accom- 
panied by moans and fobs ; and the troops of the 
princefs, who had mingled with the crowd by h^er or- 
ders, unarfned like the reft of thepeople,JiftjefJ uj 
their helmets, and cried out, ^« We wiUMiyer yofi 
from your perfe(utors $ we^promife yo,»^ vijEfofy /; w/?^^ 

to 
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U leep our words." — All the people repeated the vow, 
and exclaimed, " And vie alfo will .jigbt s vit viUl all 

- of us take arjus." This univerfal enthufiaftn touched 
the hearts of the knights, who were fpefbtors of this 
moving fpe^acle, and they united their voices to the. 
acclamations of the people and foldiers. The fender- 
hearted Ifambard could not :Tcftrain his tears ; ;Qliver 
liad hitherto, according to cuftom, refrained frofii 
looking at the princefs, but being deeply affeftcd aj, 
her fpeech, and, above all, at the found of }iei; voice* 
he turned his face towards hert and t}ur(l:> into tears.| 
In her he wifhed to contemplate the fplendid triumph 
of goodnefs and virtue. - How graceful does glory 
appear, wjien" attended by youth and b^uty !— This 
was the firft time that Oliver ventured tp gaze on that 
enchanting face, wliich recalled tO' his mind fo deai; 
and fo mournful a remembrance. Admiration helt^ 
in fufpenfe every other fen timent ; but meeting a lool^ 
from her,.(ieftarted!— he thought, he beKeUl'Cela-. 
nu-a!— This look had the fame, expreiBon.— The 
wretched Oliver, bewtlder^ed and difnuyed> cried» 

' f O heavens ! what new, kind of puhii(ltment ?'■ — and 
he cail down hi^ eyes all Streaming with teafs. For- 
tunately thel}unult wafi t^q fficeatj, aifd the agitatioi\ 
JOO univerfal, Jo- aUoV, Jlif .^ftrefs to be patti^uiarly, 
obferved. At length Be^tncc jnafcingjf figpj^at ftfe, 
wilhed to fpeak, iileoce ^gain preya^ed,, .■j'^ft'^t 
having exftrefled her gratitude, and rhOBr" deeply flj^c. 
was affe^ed, fiie beggc^il to. he' he^^'j^.'t^h^end^pf 
her fpcpclt withpi 
weflt 01? ; " Itvra! 
fixed or ^hafty rt 
maicing a pr^ppf^l^ 
are free, andj am, 
i|ne in the r^nk. J : 
^nent which I cahn 
an empioynieBt^ p 
io deprive ipe,,,if I 
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■ am I yovtfs i W you are my days devoted, and you 
alone can dirpofc ' of me ;, but before you rejeft the 
rteafiii^s' I' rectfnftmendi'ftt me intreat yoii to give 
them yottr nioft fcribus confideration j I have takea 
dut precaiittons : having" iW heif,' IhaTc thought it 
frbuld be advantageous to you to i^af^ under the domi- 
nion of the moft power^l and'tij^ff virtuous ■monarch' 
in Earbpe, t hjrve founded Charlettiagne upon the 
bccafion ; andiif you will apcepl myabdication, that 
' g^eat'^rincii ■will becOrti^ youi' fqvefrign j or if you 
rather 'prefer -,a' TCpubtican government, he wiil be 
ybur proteflbrand'aily ; the choice will belong to 
yoarkivtr': for my oWn p^rt, J believe, wfth the fage 
Theo'bald, that a 'perfeft jgovemmCTit cinnot exift, 
Jjecaufe il if impoffibl'e to fix the inclinations of men, 
or to Unlit their defires, andbecauft there muft t»e 
chiefff^ and thu ambition oiF'thdfe chiefs Vill always 
Overturn (he rtioflfublimeinftitutioris, or render them 
6f.il6 avaa. Btit- if it betrue, -that peatJe and tran- 
quillity are yta be(f of bleflings, Tnonarchrcal govern^ 
ftient, founded' tipon JawS; -would perhaps prove t"he 
bed of alii wfete the fub^eifis and- tlicfovtTtigns once 
convinced' of this gtand trCth,' tBac t^e ^opl^ have aU 
viayside- right n'nitif^-p^^ef-tiMfetfi^iiim (ao)', HtiW-i 
ever, do'iiat ihiagiife ihat^fgfi^V'aTdJ-rns; or'any ftl- 
fifli itlJAfi^'JhavelndRriirni'e t.a 'pdrt^Udce the-noW 
b«U'patiotfB^g^Vprriirtg!you-,"-rtiygIOryis'tb rWidcil^ 
yW happy, a^^"I dBflreyoiir Wdftre with an earncft- 
riefs thaifriit Iflfilre -tiie*fi!rcCefs'of'my endeavours", 
Ybur love^i'yo'l'' CjUrSg^^and the 'I'aiotjr aiicttafeirts 
fif thefe gfeiie^ous ^J^tsWbo are'e'bmfc '\6 Wfy, ftici. 
couti are <erial8 £le(i^a'i)f"^(<fWry S t."'''^''^^' *'<'^'"» 
f'lttOliftl'tfirie'fbrthe 
fttjfu^'tne' 'tb' B?ve' up a 
U ti>-fuch diiigert j'l 
cfi:is'fo'de^i''i0meil 
"m^Vmftt^'otiftu'rityj 
ii'liapi)j*i'TI Aalthavc 
made 
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made tk> faCriflce ; I fhall have given up nithmg."-^ 
Here the duthefs, much afie^led, left off fpeaking, 
and put both^ her hands up to her face. — « May Bea* 
irke be aNv^s oar J(h)ereign.r cried the people with 
traniport. This general^cclamation was a thoufand 
times repeated with the livelleft enthu&fm} and the 
applatiTes were redoubled. The people thca intreated 
the princefs to promife them to wave her intentions. 
Beatrice lifted up her hatids^ and made the vows they 
required"; Ihen did their expreiiions of joy and gr»* 
titudeand love rife to a pitch of intoxication and ido- 
latry; After this, the people cut down large branches 
©f trees, of which they formed a litter,, and prevail- 
ing on the princefs to fear herfelf thereon^ they bore 
her in triumph to her palace in the mid ft of the accla- 
mations and fhouts of the {nultitude. In public ad- 
miration there is a kind of infection, from which it is 
almoft impoffible to preferve ourfelveis, at leaft for the 
moment, even when it is ufurped ; but when reafon 
approves, and envy cannot attack it, there arifes from 
it a fenfation perhaps^ of the ftrongeft nature the hu- 
man heart is capable of experiencing. Whatever 
might be the degree of admiratroi), when we admire 
alone, the mind can remain compofed ; but public and 
univerfal plaudits, the charm atod fplendour of glory, 
exalt admiration and epthufiafm to a fupreme degree. . 
—All the knight's, thofe even who were not in love 
with the duchefs, were fcized with this irrefiftible 
emotion \ and when they were returned to the pa- 
lace, Lancelot, who was in a corner of the falcon by 
the fide of Oliver, fpoketohim, in raptures, of the 
Icene which had juft paffed before their eyes; " 1 
muft confers to you," faid he, *< that had I been 
obliged td declare the kind of fenfation the duchefsf 
then inspired me with, I fhoulc^ have anfwered very 
naturally, and with great truth, that I ad^ed her). 
jMid yet I love another, and paffionately too. My 
S)ifMt> iiowever^ being n0w cempofed; Ifoek nothing 

farther 
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-farther for Beatrice than admiradon and the tendercft 
attachment; but the fafcinating glory witli- which I 
faw her futrounded, I muft confefs, contributes to 
render her flill more interefting in my eftimation* 
Before this day, I was fuificiently convinced of her 
merit; yet we feel the value of virtue with greater 
force, after having enjoyed. the happinefs of feeing it 
crowned. At thefe words Oliver fighed, and, after 
s[ moment's filoice, << Yes,'* faid he, " the fpeftacle^ 
•to which we have been witnefles, cannot^ buV leave a 
deep' impreffion upon our minds." On faying this^ 
be arofe in an abfent manner, drew nearer to the 
duchefs, an inftant afterwards changed -his place,, and 
at length went out of the room.- ' 



CHAPTER IX 



jimiEEN WITHOUT UNDERST4NDimy AND 

ILL-ADVISED. 

. I^*Anglois ind^pendant et libre autaiit que brave, - . 

Des caprices dc cour ne fut jamais efclave. 
Nous ne Tavons point vu rcgler, jufqu'a ce jour, 
Sur la faveur des rois, fa haine ou fon amour* 
Centre un tel prejuge, fon ame eft aguefrie, ' 

Souvent con^re le tr6ne il defend la patrie. 

Warivick, Tragedie de Mr. DK LA HarPE. 

THIS day, which was fo glorious for the duchefs 
of Cleves*, increafed both the love and admiration of 
Ifambard. He obferved, with fecret delight, that 
the princefs treated his two rivals, Thfeudon, and the 
baihful Guichard, with ftudied and diftant politenef$« 
while her behaviour to the other knight^^ and partJK 
cularly to himfclf, was lefs referved, and fiill oi? 
courtefy. Already he began to difcover,; that ^^ 
bad iDGutred the hatred of.thelung.pf Fanno^ia^ 
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he attriboffei'his fudden avcrfien to jcatoufy ; and, 
by degrees,, hfs heart .prompted hinv to encotrrage the 
moft eiHte^ing hope. Beatrice wa& feated between 
Amalterg^i ai)d Delta ; likmbard, Lancelot, Angil* 
bert, Archambald, and fome other knigkts, formed 
a half-ciijclc> Juft oppofite thofe three perfons. An- 
gilbert ha^d juft been, reading a. copy of verfes^ 
^hich he h^ corixpofedr for Beatrice y biit, all on a 
fudden^ the princeft,* falling into a deep reverie^ took 
no farther part in the converfation. In a few mi- 
nutes, ho wever^iherefumed her difcois^rfe, ^nd^ 
cbsinging the topic, fpoke of the court of Francci 
and aiked Ifambard many queftions on that fubje£l:« 
She tbei> enquired : of him* if he really, obferved 
that j[i:)rik'ing , refemblance between . her and the 
unhappy ^ daughter of Witikindi which the French 
knights, and Oger the Dane, repprted*. This quef- 
tion, though v,ery nati^ral, furprif^d Ifambard, and 
gave him . an uneafinefs, for which he was at a 
lofs to account 5 he replied, that the likenefs was 
ipdeed ^straprdinary. Upon this, Beatrice aiked a 
m^ultitud^' of qtieftions refpe&ing Celanira ; and, 
entering jnto the minuteft partkul^trs concerning 
her, .fhe. was defirous of knowing in. what mjimner 
ihc was .drefled on her fir ft appea^rance at court; 
flie was fold, that the princefs for fome time wore ^ 
the drefs of her coyntry j and the duchefs requefted 
an exaA ■ defcription of the Saxon garb.5 at this 
moni€:nt, Oliver entpred the room 5 and Beatrice 
immediately began to, -talk on anotlier fubjeft, 
Pliver,. according to his cuftom, placed himfelf in 
a remote corner of the faloon ; he rarely came neax^i 
the' duchefs^ and never addrpfled his converfation; 
to her. She, on her part, fpoke but little to him, 
and Teemed to refped): and lament his deep melan- 
choly. ' The Fren,ch knights had queftioned Ifam-* 
\3fl^d . upoa the grief of his friend. . Ifambard ai^ 
fcrijjed it. tp hi? rapture wjith ArniP.fl«de 1 he ixad even 
;, fpoken 
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rpoken of it to Oger the Dtme^ and- <ieAlifre3 tyg ati> 
tachtnent to- fo contemptible an objefift ; b»t Oger, 
quite deluded, and tnore ift love th^n Q^^r, he\n& 
at length perfuaded bef ond all doubt, that hi^ AfbiffX^ 
tras Armoflede^ Gonfidered' that alMi^i' <:rhne ipM 
having 'fecrifi^ed Oliver t^ him 5" and he eafliy 
.o^eplooked ta^ erfour t?M<th^ was ^fo Fatttriftg^^l^d, 
hijftrfslf. This idea gave hifti no ilfnitt- ertibar^'affit 
tticnt refpeftrng Oliver ;; and tlie ^laifrer^ kiiowhig 
him t» be enamoured with Arthoflede, c(JticeT*VedH 
fort of diflike to him, and carefiilly . avoided hi» 
prefence— a ctrcumftance which ferved' to cimBfki 
Oger in his miftake. - ~ :.^^. ;: .. 

^ The eonvcrfetipn became gtnet^i'^'m th&->filcu>tii 
Olivei- alone, of all the company, being' fedred tdf 
the farther e»d of the room, wher^ fee iat Jiidti^- 
iftg' his forrow, taking no part in'rt'^- wheri th<i 
found of a horn atinounced: the arrival of a fietf 
knight 5 and in a few fninutes after tfppear^d the V^-i 
liiafit Aftolphus^ the renowned Engl^Qi Palatdii¥'( 2 1)5 
with whofe reputation all our knights had b<een long 
acquaintedv and whom OUverhad frequently tt€t in 
hh tf avels. Afrer th^ iirft conipliinents W^e &v^V 
the compamy alked the Englifh knight nV^ily qOdli 
ttions refpeftifig the prefent fituation* of his cdrihtryi 
Beatrice was defirous of knoWrrig Ih^ particulars 6l 
the revoliition which had placed Egbert upon^ thd 
throne, in oppoiition to the rights and the powerfel 
party of queen Eadburga 5 and Aftolphus thus gra^^ 
tified the princefs's curiofity. - = . \ -i 

"/fh« pretenfiond of queen Eadbut*gaw6re id 
fa£^ much better foutided than thofe of Egbert 5 but' 
the throne k a poiieffi6n5 th^ inheritance o^f which 
can only be fecured by thd tove 64 the pto^le* 'I'hi^ 
beginning of Eadburga's reig» :fe<^med to promift 
much felicity ; hertettder yduth j an^ agreeable perfoni 
aAd engaging manft^rij a*^rtt> c'apfhrated 6^fhis!?trti 
Her Haiod wa^ endowed wiifh • ftnfibiHify^'Iie^-'^Ff 

V ambition 
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dittbition was to form an agreeable and confidential 
fociety about her perfon, and to acquire true friends 
-*-But uilhappily £he was deficient both in fenfe and 
experience ; fhe made a bad choice ; and a difpofition^ 
of all others the moft adapted to extend iufornvition 
and improve reafoh) ferved, in this cafe, only to lead 
her aftray, ^nd corrupt her. She loved at firft with 
an engaging £bcerity ^ and fhe was lefs proird of her 
rank, than of the glory of hsrving fecurcd the at*- 
tachment of friends whom fhe confidcred faithful. 
Full of coui-tefy and delicate attention, fhe placed all 
her happinefs in preventing their defiresy and loading 
them 'with favours. But fo much generofity pro^ 
dnced only ingratitude,; and could never fatisfy the 
infatiate ambition of her favourites. They were in 
general too unprincipled to promote the glory of the 
queen $ and the levity of their own conduA made 
them even defirous that fhe fhould fhow herfelf 
above, what they called, prejudice. It was indeed 
no difficult taik to corrupt a young, a lively, and 
tender-hearted princefs, of inferior -tmderfi^dii^^ 
and Whofe confidence they entirely pofftfTed. They 
were able to induce her, on the mofl frivolous mo»- 
fives of pleafure or vanity, to break through the 
fevere rules of etiquette, which fovereigns ought not 
to difpenfe with in public^ but occafionally, in oxder 
to gain popularity. But the qucenj without fhowing 
any unufual degree of goodnefs or affability towards 
the people, continued daily to aft in a "raih and in- 
confiderate manner ; and fhe infeiifibly loft all dig- 
nity of charafter and perfonal confideration. i The 
favourites were not loved by the nation ; and they 
taught the queen to hold the people in difdatn. She 
manifefted her fentiments 5 fhe was foon univerfally 
difliked, and received convincing proofs of her fubr 
)efts aveffion.-^Then, inftead of endeavouring to 
recover the good-Mt of the nation, fhe gave herfelf 
up entirely to the moft violent jefen t merit ; and, 

^thinking 
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thinking that a little circle of flatterers fufficed fo» 
her glory, fhc ventured to brave the public opinion ^ 
flic had na longer any regard to her condu<^> or put 
any reftraint upon her paflions. She prcjlefled fuch 
contempt for decorum, that even her court, the mo& 
corrupt in all Europe, was fcandalized at it *. The 
' favourites made fome flight remonfl:rances ; but this 
ferved only to leflicn them in her eftimation. Thi^ 
unhappy princeis, Who had fo long been led aflrra^. 
by flattery and diflipation, was no longer capable 
of liAening to the voice of reafon^i At lengthy run* 
ning on headlong to ruin, her' conduct became fo 
fcandalous, that her efl[rontevy' feemed opprobrious 
in the eyes of the moft contemptible and depraved. 
The favourites all kept their places, but protefled 
they had loft all influence upon her mind j . that they, 
were no longer confulted by her ; and, a$ a proof o£ 
this, they openly cenfured her proceedings, aild 
ftrove which ihould moft loudly reprobate her cha^^ 
rafter and moral conduA. The qu^en, . now con-^ 
v^ced of the infincerity of her friends^ fought for 
confolation in new folUes*- Difcouraged and totallj! 
corrupted, her mind no longer gave reception to foft 
and tender fentiments, but abandoned itfelf, without 
r^ftraint^ to hatred and vengeance ; and her ruin 
was now complete. About this period, tHe revolu- 
tion begaa^ every one know» the biftory of it ;« and I 
fliall only touch upon fych particulars as relate to the 
queen. The people weredcfirous of feeing a reform 
of abufes ^ the ambition^and avidity of the courtiers 
c^unterafted meafures «whkh would lead to the fa-> 

* We mull fuppofe- that Aftolp^ns here fpeakc in general tcj^ms 
and that he allows of exceptions. And I mufl add, that .my hiilorical 
niquiries have fiirnithed 'me with proof, that in this frivolous and li- 
centious court 'there were many enlightened and virtuous chara<5ler8^ 
and that • fuch were even to be found among thofe who fuccclSvely 
ihared the favour of thei^ueen. But people of that dcfcription were* 
uot lillened. to. 

crifice.- 
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crifice of their own interefts. Tlie qaccn, accul^ 
tomed to defpife the peoj^e, was blind to the danger 
which threatened her. She ihowed the greateft un- 
concern \ and the muhitude afcribed to courage, 
what only arofe from ignorance. In the mean while, 
the people, who had rifen in arms, obtained a vie*, 
tory ; and prince Egbert was on the point of mount- 
ing the throne, when Eadburga, yielding to necef- 
fity, at laft promifed to fubfcribe to the ftipulated 
conditions ^ the indulgent nation forgot her errours, 
replaced the crown upon her head, and prince Egbert 
was forced to feek an afylum at the court of Char- 
lemagne. The nation, in having reftored Eadburga 
to her former condition, had adled with ^qual gene^ 
roiity and iincerity ; but the courtiiers, who hated the 
revolution, flattered themfelves, that the queen might 
yet fccurc the fuccels of their wild projects. With 
this view, they endeavoured to foment her rcfcnt- 
ment for the injuries flie had received ; they per- 
fuaded her, ihe h^d ftill a powerful party \ that all 
Europe had their eyes upon her, and that fht would 
acquire immortal glory, 'could fhe attain to the re- 
covery of thofe rights which (he had fol6mnly ab^ 
jured. They continually repeated, ~ that they ex- 
pected every thing from her firmnefs and courage %, 
and the queen, infatuated with this flattery, and 
paffioQatdy deflrous • of vengeance, adopted all the 
extravagant meafures which were propofed to her.— 
Then the courtiers, applauded, in the higheft terms 
of panegyric, her underftanding, her greatnefs o€ 
foul ; and the unhappy princefs, while ihe was ailing 
the moft imprudent and cowardly part, coniidered 
herielf a heroine. What, indeed, could be more inv- 
prudent, than to let herfelf be furrounded with a croud 
of people whofe averfion to the revolution was no^ 
torious i and what could be le6 courageous, than 
to repeat, in all her public fpeeches, the afiur»nce of 
her flncerity, and of her attachment to the new 

laws i 
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laws ? The more fo, as nothing obtiged her to make 
theie public haocangues, and that fhe bad racourfe- 
to- them, without their being either folicited OrdC" 
fired* This duplicity, together with her rndifcre*- 
tion, and the imprudence of her pretended friends, 
revived the hatred and xiontempt of tker nation. Heir 
fecret intrigues were difco^ered ; and many were 
imputed to her which probably never exifted ; bat 
the people, being convinced that the queen ^9(^35 im^ 
placable and infintere, at laft decided hrevocably in 
favour of Egbert. That prince was recalled, and 
received with tranfport ; his reputation for gent Id- 
aefs, integrity, 'and goodnefs, gave encouragement 
-even to thofc who had ihown themfelves the moft 
averfe to his caufe. His firft ftep was publicly to 
take a folemn oath to forget for ever all perfonal in- 
juries ;^.and indeed his noble and open condu& re- 
-txartei every uneafiiiefs in that regard. In theittettti 
awhile, the people, exdperated againft the cffi^efl, 
would^have proceeded to violent mearure$> hao'tiot 
iier fiicceflbur been dJetcrmined to fove her fro^ 
^their fiiry. He charged me to efcdrt hec out of the 
kingdom; together with all' her treaftircs 5 he hin»- 
iclf traced out the road we fhould take, and told 
fue, tl;at, as foon as we had crofled the fea, I wfijs 
to cqnduft her to whatever place* ihe Ihotild chooie 
for her refidence on the contincwt^— ^-As .1 t4>ok aft 
oecaiion to praife the ges^ofity of the kliig towards 
Eadburga, who bad been accofed of coftfpiririg feve- 
>al times againli his life : «* Humanity alOfte,' replitd 
Egbert, < would prefcribe fuch conduA-v but even 
found policy requires it. Misfortune eoirr^6lsnohfe 
but fupcrior minds ^ it confirms the ^degliad^tion of 
bafe ones. I know the queen \ J Qiti certam, tlijrf, 
wherever her afyhim may be, her ^o«>du<S willjuftifjV 
in the eyes of all Europe, the meaftirds -of the Eng^ 
Ii£li nation. Let her live, and the partisans ^ho afe 
ftill attached to her i^ufewiU foon be forced to def- 

yife 
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pife btr: whereas, were fhe to fall the ii4£lun of 
popular fury, the recollection of her whole life would 
be Ipft ki that of her tragical end ; companion would ' 
lucceed to the hatred flbie now infpires ^ fhe would 
leave behind her an interefling memory; and Ihc 
eixemies of the revolution would make her a heroine*' 
I acquiefced in the juftice of thefe reflections ; and I 
admired that happy union of p6licy and virtue; in. 
£gl>ert's condu£l:> which, indeed, is only to be found 
m great minds, and fuperior underftandings. Ac- 
cording to the king's order, I accompanied Eadburga 
in her flight, and crofled the fea with her. The 
princefs was deflrous of reflding at that famous 
court, in which the prince who had juft driven her 
from her country had himfelf formerly found an 
aiylum. The reputation of Charlemagne had in*- 
duced her to make this choice. The emperor confl« 
-dered Eadburga only as an unfortunate queen, to 
whom he owed fupport ; and he thought, with great 
juftice, that Egbert himfelf would be gratified to 
hear, tha£, under fuch*^ circumftances, he had given 
recejAion to his rival and his enemy. I left Eadburga. 
at ^ix-la-Chapelle (22) ; and having heard of the un- 
juft enterprife of the confederated princes agaiuft thc^ 
ducheis of Cleves, I am come to offer her my arm^ 
and mj fervices." 



CHAPTER X. 
TIM CONFIDENCES. 

I^« copur a des fecrets i^ue TeiTpnt ne fait pas. 

JLa Chausee* 

The narration of Aftolphus, the paladin, gave ^oc- 

cafion to a general converfation, which lafted till 

fupper*time. Aftolf^us placed himfelf at table by 

the 
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the fide of Oliver, and requefted that he would favour 
him with a private interview<» The next day, Oliver 
retired to his chamber at poon, and the Englifh 
knight told him, in confidence, that the principal 
motive of his journey was to;^icit the hand of 
Beatrice for the king of England|^ ," That prince," 
added he, " during his exile, palled through this* 
country. Being quite unknown, and lofl: in Ae 
crowd, he only faw the duchefs a fingle time ar a^. 
public feftival. She was then but fifteen years old ^** 
her father was ftiil living; but fhe made an inde- 
lible impreflion upon the heart of Egbert ; and he 
now lays at her feet the throne he has gained by 
his valour and his virtues." After m^entioning thefe 
particulars, Aflolphus added, that he wifhed to ob- 
tain a private audience with Beatrice, to deliver his 
mifiioh. Oliver replied, that the princefs never 
granted any upon political afi^airs fince the perfecu- 
tions fhehadfufiFered'; that, having the different hu- 
mours and pretenfions of her defenders to manage, 
ihe carefully fhunned every thing which might ii>« 
fpire them with fiifpicion, or give them umbrage ; 
and that every kind of negotiation was tranfafted in 
public. This information greatly embarrafl[ed Aftol- 
phus, who, knowing the averfion Beatrice had to 
marriage, was unwilling to receive a public refufal. 
— After fome reflexion, he intreated Oliver to found 
her inclinations, and to praife the perfonal qualities 
of Egbert, whom he had known. " Every thing I 
could urge in that refpeft," continued he, ** would 
appear fufpicious on my part, but could not be fo 
on yours.". Oliver pofitively refufed to be the bearer 
of this commifilon ; and, at the repeated inftance . 
of Aftolphus, he at length propofed to fpeak to* 
Ifambard on the fubje^l:, who, as well as himfelf, 
was acquainted with th« k^ng of England : and 
to this meafure Afliolphus confented. Oliver was^ 
led by two motives to make this refufaj ; the jpm- 

* * "^ barraffment 
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'barraSoient of a tete-a-tete with Beatrice, and the 
fcruple of making her a propofal, the fuccefs of 
which would afflidt Ifambard ; the latter, it is true, 
had of late left off fpeaking to him of his paiiioa 
for Beatrice. Oliver eafily difcerned, that the ftrik- 
ing likenefs of that princefs to Celanira checked all 
his confidence on that point, and created an emblir* 
raflmejit which his reafon could not overcome. But, 
perfuaded that he adored the princefs, and fancying 
he had perceived (he had an inclination for him, he 
thought it his duty to inform him of this new event ; 
and he immediately repaired to him to relate it. 
Ifambard lifte^ed with much emotion ; and, after 
having thanked him, faid : << Well, my dear* friend, 
if there exift a man on earth worthy of Beatrice, it 
IS doubtlefs this prince ; and the- propofal muft be 
communicated to her, as Aftblphus defires." <* Then," 
returned Oliver, «< thou wilt charge thyfclf with it." 
^< No," replied Ifambard^ ^ I muft confefs, I fhould 
do it jN\\\i an ill grace; atid betray my own feelings. 
But I intreat thee ta f equeft this private interview, 
and to urge, in favour of Egbert, all that truth and 
jitftice can prompt, andr afterwards to give me aix 
exadl, and even minute account of every thing ihe 
faid upon this occafion." 

When the company fat down to dinner, Oliver 
approached the duchefs, and was fo near to her, that 
fhe afked him, for the firft time, to fit down by her. 
Oliver fpoke but little, fcarcely partook of the repaft, 
and, during the whole meal, had not fujSicient refo- 
lution to venture to make the requefl he had in- 
tended. Every time he determined updn it, he felt 
a violent fluttering at his heart, and his words ex- 
pired upon his lips. At lail, at the inftant of leav'^ 
ing the table, Beatr^ turning towards him, he caft 
dowa.his eyes and blufhed, and then Hammered out, 
«< Mi^am,,may I venture to intreat you to grant 
me j|^ moment's audienoJ to-day ?^' Beatrice made a 

0. / movement 
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'movement of furprife, but ioimediately replied, 
<« Yes, this evening, at fix, in my clofet.'* 

The company returned to the faloon. Beatrice 
appeared thoughtful, and quite loft in reflexion. — 
OHver retired to Ifambard's chamber, to wait the ap- 
pointed hour of rendezvous. Ifambard, reg^iiiing 
his former confidence in Oliver, laid opeh his heart 
before him, and declared all his amorous difquie* 
tudes ; but he ftill perfifted in his generofity, and 
ftrongly recommended' to his friend, to fpeak of the 
king of England after his own confcience, and with 
perfeA regard to truth. Some minutes before fix, 
Oliver repaired to the princefs's apartment. As he 
went through the fuite of rooms which led to her 
cabinet ; a recolle£Uon, at the fame time delicious 
*yet full of Utternefs, was revived in his imagina** 
tion ;. the hour, the difpofition of the rooms, their 
furniture, the agitation of his mind, all recalled his 
firft private interview with Celanira, in the palace of 
Charlemagne, when Emma fent him into her clofet^ 
where Celanira. expeA^d him. The idea that the 
perfonal refemblance,^ and the like found of voice 
of Beatrice, was about to Increaie the illufion, com*" 
pleted his diilrefs. At length, he arrived at the door 
of the cabinet— it was half opened — he flopped fhort 
.— *At this moment, a voice, which reached to the 
bottom of his foul, gently called to him, and bade 
him come in. It was the firfi: time the princefs, in 
(peaking to him, called him by his name ; and the 
manner in which (he pronounced thefe two words, 
" Come, Oliver,*^ had fomething lb touching in it^ 
that his eyes overflowed with tears. — Oliver, not-» 
withftanding the infirm ftate of his health, and his 
exceflive palenefs, was ftill remarkable for the graces 
of his perfon. His eyes, full of fire and fentiment, 
exprefled all he felt within him ; and, in his man-* 
ner, his geftore, and the tone of his voice, there 
was a native gracefulnefs^ which infpired intcreft, 

*^ud 
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and captivated the attention. Beatrice! on perceiv- 
ing him, arofe from her feat j and, caftingii«r' eyes 
upon him, fhe was fo ftruck at the expiremon of his 
countenance, that fhe remained feveral minutes with- 
out fitting down. At laft, fhe refumed her feat^ 
and pointing to a chair which was befide her, Oliver 
fat down, but did not utter a word. The duchefs 
was placed in fuch a light as obfcured part of her 
<:ountenance, and difguifed the colour of her hair 
ami eyes ; the form cf her face was fufficiently vifi- 
ble, and fhe was drefled in white.— Oliver recoUeAed, 
that ^lis was Celanira*s ufual drefs ; and never before 
<lid the refemblanoe appear to him fo exa£^. His em- 
barrafTment. and emotion were equally di^reffing* 
What would the duchefs tliink of his filence and his 
looks i Yet he was unable to fpeak \ an infurmount- 
able opprcffion of mind deprived him of all power of 
"Utterance ; and, befides, he could not well reiiolleft 
what he had to irnpart: theconfh^int he wis under, 
and his perplexity, are not to be defcribed. After 
fome minutes pailed in this manner, Beatrice broke 
filence: " Well, Oliver^" faid ihe, << what have you 
to fay to me ?" — " Ah^ Madam P* returned the 
wretched knight:»^He could no£ proceed, but bur.fl 
into tears ; then, covering his face with his hands, he 
was going to retire, — The duchefs held him, faying, 
in broken accents, <* Stay — you mufl flay.*'— -Oliver, 
more affeded than ever, remained motionlefs — ^his 
tears ceafecl to flow — a fenfation, he could not define, 
now fulpended and diflipated his embarrafTment. He 
looked at the duchefs \ and, for the firfl time, he 
found her as beautiful and interefling as Celanira her- 
fe!f ; fhe was weejjing — " O heavens !" cried he. — 
He dared not fay more ; but, all painful recolledlion 
being for^a moment removed, he faw but only her, 
tmd contemplated her witji rapture* ** Hear me, 
Oliver," returned the duchefs, " I am going, I be- 
lieve, to fpare you an embarrafEng confeflion ;: I have 
Vol. II. F difcovered 
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I •difcoTC^ed your Tecret i and I am well ac<]i!i2dnted whk 

r it. 1 know that. a ftriking refemblance calls to your 
I ". imemoiy a moft afiU^Ung (cent — I pity you from the 

p. . bottom of my heart-^I grieve at this fingular likenefs 
I Mrhich affliAs you^ but, in the name of heaven, let 

< not the illufion deprive me of fuch a champion ; — and 

if you be com^ to take your leave" — ^^ Leave, ma- 

^ dam, what I,** Interrupted Oliver with vehemence, 

« I i^uit you, while my arm can ferve you ? — Ah ! to 

r' ihed my blood in your defence, tp die for you, fuch 
licnceforth'ihaU be the only glory of which I can be 
.ambitious !" — ** You difpel my fears," replied the 

.; duchefs, ^f I had imagined you intended to leave me/' 

Oliver fighed, and made no reply. He jdiftruiled his 

■ own heart, and ventured not even to fpeak. After a 

moment's Slence ; " I will tell you," faid the duchefs, 

: « how I divined your fen timents. Long before your 

< : arrival, An^ilbert and Lancelot had fpoken to me of 
this refemblance, which caufes fo much pain, and 

<< they had related the tragical end of the unfortunate 

Cdanira, and vp what manner you expofed your life 

i|o fa ve hers." ' .Here Oliver fhuddered. Thefe* words 

\ deftroyed the enchantment which had been affording 
'bim a mdmentary reprieve ;— and the duchefs re- 

' 1 fuming her* difcourfe.; " this fatal ftory," continued 

, ' fhe, <* deeply interefted me. I imagined, that among 
the great number of knights which compofe the court 
of Charlemagne, it was impofSble but that fome of 
them miift have loved aperfon of fuch extraordinary 
worth and beauty. I imagined, that if any one of 
thofe knights came here, I ihould difcover his fenti- 1 
intents by the diftrefs my prefence would give him. | 
OgiSr, the Dane, arrived here three weeks before j 
you, he informed .me, the Knights of the Swan ^ 
would foon follow him ; the celebrated name of Oli- 
ver recalled to my mind that of the interefting and ;^ 
unhappy Celanira. — lafked feveral queftions — Oger 
told me you were plunged into the .decpeft meian-^ 

choly, 
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^ choly,. an4 that a black crape covered your- {hield ; 
iron) that moment I ftifpefted the truth. — I waited 

. your aniyal with extreme curiofity. — ^Whcn you ap- 
peared,.! r^ognized you at a diftance — for I had re-» 
xeived an exaftdefcription of your face and perfon. 

. -7-1 never (hall forget the expreflion of your counte- 
nance at that firft moment of. furprife and emotion. 
— I was more affefted . at it than Jt^ am well able to 
.defcribe.''— On faying this the duchcft Jeft off fpeak- 

- ing-r-and the tears of Oliver began to flow afrefh. 
« I wiU not deny,*' madam, returned ^e, <f what you 
have difcovered i it is true, I adore her.— ^X,fhaU carry 
with me to the""grave this fatal paflion ! — Ah ! can any 

^ thing ftiort of eternal regret be felt for one who fo 
perfedlly refembled you ?" — ^The duchels mad^no re- 
ply, and a long iilenceenfued. ; At laft Beatrice, ftart- 
ing from her reverie, faid ; f* I only j entered into 
this explanation, to remove the diftrcffing embarrafT- 
ment I always occafion you } I am but too well aware, 
that nothing can confole you ; but I was defirous to 

. rid you at leaft of the torment of conftraint ; I have 
thouglit too, that the illufion of this refemblancc 
would be lefs dlftreffing to you, when you had^o 
longer any apprehenfions of exciting my aftonifllment 
by inexplicable behaviour. As to your fecret, I need 
jiot tell you that you may depend on my difcretion ; 
nor ihall I ever renew the painful fub]e6^, but fhall 
; confider myfelf honoured by the confidence you have 

j . placed in me ^ and my heart, from, the concern it 

j , takes in your forrow, is, I truft, worthy of thatcon- 

j . fidence. Nov/, Oliver, inform me of the occafion of 

i your vifit." Oliver was fo deeply affefted,. that he 

. was obliged to coUedl .himfelf for, fome minutes, in 
order to be able to make; reply ; at length, he entered 
into the particulars of his mifljon, and launched out 
into'the higheft praife of Egbert. The duchefs heard 
him without making any interruption, and when he 
had left off fpeaking, <* How old is the king of Eng^- 

F 2 land ?" 
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land?" faid (he. This queftion, which feemcd to l>e 
the prelude to feme fort of deliberation, made Oliver 
blufh: " I believe, madam," replied he, "that tHe 
prince is about my own age, and I am twenty-eight." 
— *< Oliver, what would you advife me to do ?" — " I 
think, with Ifambard, that if there exift iii the uni- 
verfe a man, who may reafonably have pretenfions to 
the hand of the duchefs of Clev^Sj it is the king of 
England." — <* But is not having pretenfions to my 
hand, likewife having pretenfions to my^eart ?" — 
"Policy, reafon, and glory, madam, are the ufual 
motives of an alliance with perfons of your rank," — 
*< You place me then in the daft of all other prtn- 
cefles ?" — ** I, great God, who tan only compare 
you with onefole objeft t" — Here Oliver flopped apd 
blufhed again.—" Well," returned the princefs, " I 
muft tell you, Oliver, that, if I form the engagement 
you propofe, I fhall confult my heart only. For the 
ihtereft of my fubjefts I could, indeed, quit the fpot 
which gave me birth, 'but ambition will never be able 
to induce me to abandon my country. You may com- 
municate this anfwer to the Englilh knight." At 
thefe words Oliver arofe, made a low bow, and with- 
drew. IWl of perplexity and agitation of mind, he 
was averfe to refledl upon this converfation, and to 
enter into an examination of his own fentiments. He 
made a ftrong refolution to (hun, with the greateft 
eare, every opportunity of feeing the duchefs in pri- 
vate, and determined never to allow hi^ thoughtsr to 
dwell upon the recoUeftion of this dangerous inter- 
view. He announced to Ifambard^ and the Englifh 
^knight, the refufal of Beatrice ; and this refufal, 
which was of fo pofitive a nature, tended ftill farther 
to encourage the hopes of his friend* 
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Male amor fi nafconde. 



CH AFTER XI. 
^ MISTAKE. 



Tasso. 



Ben s*ode il ragioilar, fi vedt ii vbko. 

Ma dentro il petto, mal giudicar puoili. 

/ Ariosto. 

IN the caftle af CleVes nothing announced the 
dareful expcfta-tionof war ; while amhition, jealoufy,^ 
and hatred, fpread gloom and miftruft' through the 
camp of the confederate princes, the court of Bea- 
trice, more brilliant than ever, afforded each day: the 
moft varied and agyeeable amufements. Beatrice was 
poflefljed of that true dignity of charafkr which vir- 
- tue alone can confer j the purity of her conduft, the 
noblenefs and modeily, of her demeanour, the deli- . 
cacy of her mind, and at the fame time the fweetnefs 
of her temper and- manners, infpjred at once refpei^^ 
'and confidence. So amiable was flie, and Co grace- 
ful, that the defire of pleafing her influenced the 
general behaviour of all about her : her prefence 
checked, without conftraining, freedom j and the ac- 
t quifition of fuch afcendency is the fupreme art not 

only of a princefs, bi;J: of every young and handfome 
woman, whatever may, be her rank in fociety. Or 
rather, it is an invaluable gift of nature which arifes 
from purity and elevation of mind, and the want of 
which education can only fupply by frivolous and fu- 
^ perficial a([complilhments. 

Beatrice Joined to fuperior talents, and the mofl 
ample and cultivated mind^ that charming infancy of ' 
chara<n:er which appears with fo much grice when 
united with brilliant and folid qualities. Capable of 
reafoning with folidity, and enj;aging in ferious pur- 

fuits 
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fuits and ftudtes, Beatrice could find amuferacnt in 
trifles, and could laugh at a thoufand little things 
which would excite the difdahr of iupercilious wit. 
Although ihe had naturally a gaiety of difpofition^ 
which was as lively as unaffefted, yet her extreme 
fenfibility rendered her temper unequal ; ihe was al- 
ways gentle, kind, and courteous, but ' not always 
gay J fometimes (he appeared thoughtful, abfentj and 
melancholy ; in iuch cafes, however, the gaiety of 
others never feciiied to difpleafe, or be trbublefome- 
to her ; this inequality therefore was in her an addi- 
tional grace, and ferved to render her as interefting 
as brigiiiai. The duchefs confccratfed to ftudy-afid 
public affairs all her mornings and a portion of the af- 
ternoon, and in the evening (he gave herfelf up to 
the pleafures of fociety ; thien the hours were pafled 
in converfe, mufic, dancing, and fports invented foi* 
the amufement of infancy ; which have fHU fuclt 
charms for youth, and recall with rapture the hapj^ 
days of innocence and felicity. — Young Delia feemed 
-to prefer fuch kind of amufement to all others ; (he 
aever propofcd it indeed, and would refrain at firft 
from joining in it ; however, in the courfe of a fenr 
roinutes her repugnancy would vanifh, and the fports 
would foon overcome her habitual melancholy and tU 
roidity ; by degrees fhe would grow animated, and 
refume all the childifhnefs and gaiety of her time of 
life. Oliver never took part i» thefe gambols, "but 
a;ttended to the mufic, and whenever the duchefs 
fung, he fought the moft retired part of the faloonr, 
and always fat in fuch a manner as not to fee her 
face. Lancelot had a fine voice ; one evening when 
hs had fung feveral ballads compofed by Angilbert, 
the latter addrefling himfclf to the duchefs ; " I 
know not," faid he, « why Lancelot is always finging 
my verfes, for he compofes more agreeable fongs him- 
felf. I have remarked one in particular which he Jias 
lately made here,^ and«\^liich he fings with the moft 

touching 
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fouc&ing ckprcffion." — Upon this, the duchefs aiked 
for the ballad ; at the fame moment Delia' afofe {t6m 
her feat, and was going to withdraw/ ~ Thfe du- 
chefs held her, and beirtg much fur jwrifed- at the 
bluihes wtLich covered her face, fhe looked at Lance- 
lot as if fhe requefted the explariation of this nwf- 
tery. " This lady knows the' iiftt ftari5^a^6f tnis 
ballad," faid Lancelot, looking; at Delia^ "and (he- 
does not allow me to* fing it." — <^ And that,^^ re- 
-furned Angiibert, " becaufe Lancelot has given the 
lieroine of his fong the charming name of j)e\]^ y 
but this name is Greek, and the poet has certainly 
a right to introduce it into his verfes."-. The du- 
chefs fmiled, and as the Knights of the Swan only, 
with thofe we have already nidntibrted, were pre- 
fcnt, Beatrice, who was pKafed at L&hcelot*s paflion 
for her young friend, authonfcd- him' by a Bgh' to 
fing the ballad y. he then took up a lute,' and accotn-- 
paniedthe following ftanza^r 



That heart sJonc can tFanfjjoru prove 
Whofe tender throbbingt beat to love. 
Tis love that gilds life's- varied day-^ 
Aiid e*cn thoagh tears oft mark its Wa^, 
And melancholy cloud the Iky, 
A thoufand raptures (kill are nigh. 



■■-•r 



Ah DeUa ! bright as noon -tide day. 
Thine eyes their kilti^ig power difplay ; 
Bat yet the god&- who form*d^ thee fair 
Have fteeled thy bread to aihVous cire,- 
How different far the talks we prove i 
*Tn thint to charm, and mine to Tove.- 



i 



To dull indifference a prey^ t 

Ko tender interefis charm thy day ^' 

And t^o* of abfence I complain,' 

Or ^murmur' at thy cold dild^ih, 

Tct ftUl I love, and whiUk; Ifigh 

Soil foothing ho)»e perchance is nigh. 

i^licfU^ 
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Thou Uftlefs ey'ft the verdant mead. 

Nor beed'ft the flowVcts 'neath thy tread ;. 

But my fond dreams thy prefence fhare, 
• I fee and hear my abfent fair ; 
, And where my Delia waftes the day 

My heart ftill roves, my fenfes ftray. 

Thou boaftH to love fwcct Philomel, 
Whole amorous ditty charms the dell. 
She chants the lovers tender woe. 
And all the hlifs that lovers know. 
But ah f can Delia tranfports prove 
' Vhkh none can feel but thofe who love I 

, The village train to fports repair. 

Nor greater' joys arc Delia's care. 
. But "while in mazy dance we reel 

How wide the different joys we feeL 

I frafp the hand of hev I love,, 
t * And I alone can rapture prove, 

A ilave to love's delicious pain, 
In dreams 1 tafte my joys agaiir, 
And wait the morning's welcome light. 
When Delia's beauty charms my fight ; 
Whilft bright Aurora's blufbing raj 
Is nought for thee but birth of day 

At the end of this laft ftanza of Lancelot'^s long 
the too tiender Delia was unable to conceal her pain- 
ful emotion •, (he leaned towards the princefs, one 
of whofe hands flie held in her own^ and hid her 
face all bathed in tears upon Beatrice's {houlder — Biit 
Lancelot had obferved her falling tear ; and full of 
trouble, hope, and delight, he lefr olBF finging — 
Every one looked on in iilence, and each interpreted 
the confufion of Delia in the manner that Lancelot 
did. The duchefs, much affefted, and feeling for 
the embarraflment of her friend, at length renewed 
the converfation. She attributed this ftrange -move- 
ment 
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ment to the exceflive bafhfulnqfs of Delia, and ob- 
fcrved that ihe had feen inftances of the fame kincj 
in her conduA before. Afterwards ihe arofe, took 
Delia by the arm, and went out of the room with 
her, leaving Lancelot inebriated with delight, and 
the reft of the company fully convinced, that he was 
aftually beloved. 



CHAPTER XII. 
THE EMBROIBERED HANDKERCHIEF. ^ 

Le mepris fuit des pr^s T amour 

Qu' infpirent Ics coquettes.. " 

.Fenelon. . . 

C*cft providence de Tatnour - . . 

Que coquette trouve un vol%g«> « : 

X44 MOTHE. 

^ C*eft d*un amour conftant la vertu qui decide. 

THE next morning, Angilbert, Ifambard, apd* 
Xiancelot, all met togethert in the apartment of t^^ 
latter. Thefe three perfons, who had been long 
united by efteem, mutual confidence, and fimllarity/ 
of tafte and difpoiition, were fond of giving them- 
felves up to the gratification of a converfe which old', 
acquaintance and friendfliip render fo interefting and' 
agreeable^ particularly after a long abfence. Lance-* 
lot and Ifambard, full of pleafinghope, were oh 
this day more than*ufually communicative ; the eon-, 
verfation became very animated, they fpofic much of 
the intrigues of the court of Charlemagne and ot 
the mutual paOion of tne prjncefs Bertha and Ah-* 
gilbert, of which both Ifambard and Lancelot,' ty' 
the princefs's owq permiilion, had been cohfidahfs/ 

F 3 ; •; A'fter' 
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After having tbtJched upon many particnrafitics of 
fheir amours^ " There is one thing," faid Ifambardj 
*^ which I never cottid coftiprehcttd*, a firtgular cir- 
cumftance obliged yod, for tie intereft even of your 
paffion, to communicate it to me, together with youf 
bopesj before yoti had obtained from Btertha the con- 
feffion of her own fentiments 5 I obfcrved yoti fbtn* 
months together entirely taken up with her, and at 
the inftant in which fhe appeared the moft difpofed in 
your favour, you broke with each other with the mofl: 
^ftonifhing levity on bothfide's;; fdrlfifBfence, the very 
evening of this rupture Bertha avowed to me, with- 
out the leaf): diiguife^ that fhe loVtd y6U, atld on 
your own part I knew you adored her ; yet two days 
after fhe forbad me in the moft pofitive manner to 
mention youV name, and ydii yourfelf have atver 
thought fit tb explain the motives of this fudden quar« 
xel." — « He had afted for a long while Vrhhr like re- 
ferve towards me," returned Lancelot iknling, << "and 
for reiifbhs which you will approve \ but he may now 
without any fcruple communicate this iingalar adven«^ 
tureto youi" . At thefe words Angilbert, being clofelj 
prefled by Ifambard, began to fpeak as follows.. . 

*^ I did Aot in fa£t adofe the princefs Bertha, aa 
Ifattibard has juft ihentiohed ; he only attributes to t^t 
the fehltiiiient he himftlf at Ae l^refent indment ex- 
perieiices ; 1 entertained a'v6^y <iifferettt 6nc. fifi the 
difpbirtioh and manners of -thfe prihctls I found that 
undefinable charm without ^hich loV^e cannot exift, 
and which heverthereft does not alWays ere^re ^ vio- 
lent paffioh^ 1 loved ix6r without tonduieft, f favr 
her without iHufion j flie was fWSt ih my ey^i the molV 
beautiful a^d amiable wonWiii in the univerfe, but 
after a mbmem'^ reflcAibh, m^ heairt would have 
given Bertha the preKrence, had t1>ee^ tb chobfe be- 
tween her and the moft accompliiftied of her fex. The 
fcritiinehts 'flie infpircd did nbt turh my Head, but 
dpeply penetrated n^ fouls 1 wa$ not iecttf e feom ai 

tranfitAt 
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eruiJ^«ift f«du^on ; ot^et Dbje£to ayaH. ftill attra£t 
aind ipifter me for a mom^ntf ihc ^onc'ha^ihj^ 
power of £xing j^c. A little time before f haJ darnel' 
to give encouragement to the ^opes of rendering my- 
fdf agreeable to her, t met with a very odd adven-^ 
^re. You kno^ I have a houfe at a little c^Iftancc 
from. Aix la Cbapclle, atid that fprings of mineral' 
water are contained In iny field. As the? are b( a 
.4i^ereut quality from ibofc of the city , r'apwo^- 
l^iated them to the iife of the public/ I-conftrucfed 
bathing rooms j thofe of the meii made a part of my 
<^wn houfc, the women'is baths were fpparated "from 
them^y a little wood. The latter builcfings Ih'aS' 
taken great pains to ornament — tliey fie within k fpai." 
ejous enclosure furrounded by a wall, aniit containing 
a handlpme garden abounding in fruit trees and'flbV;*' 
9CS. Thfs-gardeh has t^o gates; the cliief drie is! at- 
tended Ijy one qf niy fcrvant's,' who never leaves fjj 
^pd who l^ts in the ^pmcn wKo come' to BatRe. ^"Thf ' 
9th^ opens into a fmaH wood wliich leads tq inT^ 
l^oi^e i of this ga^e l^4one hada Hej, \^eci\iti I'conw-" 
ipoqiy went tHrougb ttfc'^^rdpn in my ■^ay to the 
9^y> in order to aypid a. rdutid-abbut road'thitKer. 
9ut I vent' tbrougl^ it alone,' I ferit my lervants and 
^tfc3t9ineet ' ind Bcfire I en- 

tered thjs cQcIo founded to give 

police totheipi il badinyKorfes 

bfif^ght 4p tq is preciuttoh oii 

accoapt of th,e bathing, who, 

^ they did n9l i't cottld ^maiit' 

ifi their tems. I went into tHU 

farden, after ] i,^iU I ^^^ ft ^ 

dijianc^ the mt in the worldJ Itj 

Tffs a.^foan i lent^'and ran fo 

* At StuifchBid, ncalAiila Chapclle, the natcr>>i'c4i8ereat&oln' 
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meet me ; this aAiph, which took place juft after the 
founding of the hornj left no doubt upo^ my it)ind, 
but that the woman was one of the moft aban'doned 
part of the fex ; but I was no lefs furprifed at this ex- 
traordinary excefs of impudence. I ftood ftill, ima- 
gining fhe would then go back to the tent and put on 
her clotl^es ; but Ihe flill advanced towards me : the 
only covering (he had was a wet and fhort fliift, and 
her long black hair, which fpread over her breaft and 
ihoulders. When fhe approached near enough to 
enable me to take a ihore particular furvey df her per- 
fon, I obTerved with additional furprife that fhe had 
entirely veiled her face with a handkerchief, which 
fhe had twifted round her head. This circumflance 
gave me a kind of euriofity, and looking attentively 
at her as (he drew near, I was much ilruck with the 
perfeftion of her form, and the dazzling whitencfV 
of her fkin — At lafl, after coming up to me, fhe 
threw herfelf into my arms— ^At the fame infVant, all 
trembling and out of breath, fhe fell upon her knees, 
and laying hold of the cloke which I had upon my 
ihoulders, fhe appeared defirou$ to cover herfelf with 
It, and to entreat me to give it to her, and all this 
without uttering a fingle word. Being at a lofs what 
to think, concern and curiofity fucceeded, in fpite of 
ine,. to contempt and indignation ; however I re- 
jnained ftill of my. fir ft opinion, but not being fully 
convinced, and willing to fee what would be the un- 
ravelling of the fcene, I yielded to the defire fhe ex- 
prefTed, I gave her my cloke, and offered to conduft 
her to my houfe i fhe returned a Agn of affent, and 
that confirmed me in my firft opinion. She wrapped 
herfelf up in the cloke, I lent her my^ arm, and wc 
walked on together towards the wood. * In>ain I en- 
deavoured to difcovef through the veil whether her 
face correfpondcd with the incomparable , beauty of 
her perfon ; it was impoffible to fee a fingle feature* 
The handkerchief that was round her head^ on which 

were 
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were embroidered nofegays of rofes, entirely hid her 
countenance* She walked along %vith difficulty, and 
I was much hurt at feeing the prettieft feet in the 
world torn by the (harp gravelly path. Moreover* 
fhe perfifted in obfVinate iilence j ihe (ighed too, and 
feemed to be in great agitation. We entered the 
houfe through a bntk door, and without being per- 
ceived ; we afcended the fls^ir-cafe, and I conduced 
hei^ into my room, and (hut myfelf up with her. 
« Now* faid'I, « explain the meaning of all this/ 
She advanced towards a table, laid hold of an ink 
ftand, and made a fign to me to go out of the room ; 
to this I objefted. She ftiU perfifted by her geftures. 
I obferved that I could not go without taking my 
cloke. At thefe words ihe fell down upon he^ knees, 
and began to fob and groan, and this made an im- 
prefBon tipou me which I am unable to defcribe. A\\ 
the ideas 1 had conceived vanifhed away ; I imagined 
I was contemplating innocence itfelf, and I feh the 
keeneft remorfe at having alarmed and miftaken it.. 
I lifted up the fair mourner, fhe was feized with a 
convulfive trembling, which gave me the greateft con- 
cern; fhe appeared quite 6vercome with terror, and 
not to hear what I was faying to confole her. . ^s flie 
feemed to have hardly flrength enough to fupport 
herfelf, I was going to give her my arm to lead her to 
z couch, but all on a fudden, breaking loofe from 
me, fhe ran to a window, and haftily lifted it up, aS' 
if fhe were determined to throw herfelf headlong into 
the, court — ^This movement was fo natural, that it 
/made me fhudder from head to foot : I ruihed for- 
ward, I held her back, the cloke, which was un- 
folded, fell upon the ground, and the unknown lady 
was again as naked as before — In this manner I be- 
held her a fecond time, but with fenfations far dif- 
ferent from thofe I had felt in the garden^ How did 
the timidity and bafhfulnefs, which I now afcribed to 
lier^ heighten the luftre of her charms ! She ap- 
peared 
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peared tQ me * divinity — I was- holdini^ h«r laf Ui^ 
arm, bat I inftantly knelt one knee upon the grcpctd,, 
^ and taking up the cloke, I covered my face with it^ 
while I was prefenting it to herrr-Thjs s^A^^n feejpaed^ 
to calm her ; I then obferved I was gpii^g t^ ^ ^i^% 
and fend a female fervant, who Qiould r^e^y^ Ij^or qt;^ 
ders, and that I would not appear agaii).e:$^^pjt :(|if( 
deigned to fend for me. I then immedia^W ¥ff Ml 
out, and difpatched my houfekeeper to heir^ l£^lt oi 
curiofity, concern, and difquietude, I willjs^d ^bput 
the garden^ and on refiedting on thi» &r%V^ ^4^9 i^TT 
tore, I imagined this fair lady was a^edled wath m^, 
ckf th(^e -nervous complaints which caufe, a glddinefs iz^ 
the head and frequent fits of infanity, aA^ th9t ip.>C(9^ 
of chefe moments of delirium fhe had riip q^t of the. 
tent» But I had feen no woman with h^r* How 
could fixe come to the bath all alone r Thjc V^9X§ ^ 
thought, the more I was puzzled; yj^it it«>r^ ^^0^ 
longer poffiUe to ibrm injurious (ufpiciQp^ ^h^U \ 
confidered the naturalnefs of all the movei^eilts l^tpf:;))^ 
mdicated her modefty and hes alarms ; htp ^g\^ ^J\^ 
fobbings ftill (bunded in my earS| and I hsid.ohl^x^c^ 
the handkercfaaef,. which coverqd her ffce, W^^ ^et, 
with tears, i was thus bewildering m^felf iu pOQJ^* 
tures> when th^e houfekeeper came to fpie;ai& tp inj^. 
She was delighted with the unknowx) l^dyi whp iff 
ikems had thrown herlelf into her alrm^ oj^ fc&lngi 
her, for joy, as fljc feid, to find a perfon of h^ oj^yi; 
fcK, ^fh.e lady was now drefied, for her cl^th/es ha4: 
been fent for from the bathing, room i butAill ^ep^ 
ing the embroidered handkerchief a^nt her Kea(|^ 
fce abfolutely rcfufed ta faffer her face to be ften. Iq 
a word, every thing was ' at laf): e:i^lained> and Ittp 
ftpry fte had related as foHows : Ajl^ng mWf w^ho^^ 
had been in^ love with her for^ipwaf^^of a .ye^r, a/fjt^' 
having vainly attempted to render hi& ^ddrfiSk^ ^oqepfjn* 
able, appeared for two months pa£L to take no fj^^t^l/^? 
i^otice of her^ The lUe of the bath&beii^^ p^^(9:i^^ 

aer^ 
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hfer,*fhc cameta take theni earrly m a mormng at- 
tended hj W waiting matd only. Thi3 wwnan feU fick, 
and a fcmftrefsj who worked for the unknown lady^ 
undertook to procure a proper perfon to accompany 
Her to tlie baths, and to- wait on her there. This pro- 
pofaKbiing accepted, it was agreed, that the new 
waitiiig maid fliotfld on that day- go an hour earlier 
than her miftrefi to^ the bathing rooms, in order ta 
get things in readiness, and likewife- be'caufe fhe 
lodged hafd by the Tillage ; but after bathing fhe war 
to attend the young lady home. In.conii<juence of 
whith, the latter had brought a domeftic with her^ 
whom fif>e had fent back on her arrrvalat the'gatc^ 
When 'ihe came to the tent fhe called the new wait- 
ing liiaid,. whoth flie law at a diftanee in the garden ^ 
attd in the mean while fhe began to undrefs herfelf m 
hafte 5 fhe was already in the bath when the maid ar- 
^ - rived V but what was her furprifiy when looking at 
ttlis pretended woman, flie recognized the young 
man who was in love with her — Her fituation was pe- 
! * . cuH^rly ihocking, as there was tia bathing-womajti 
j that mcn'ning in the tent, and fhe was all alone.^ 

I Biftnayedi and wild, her danger gare her fuperria- 

i tural force ^ <he broke from his arms, and made her 

I way out of the tent : at this moment was heard the 

found of the horn, fhe ran towards the gates, ftill 
imagining fhe was pmrfiied by the young man ; for fhe 
had quite loft her fenfes — Befides, five could not welt 
I ffee, for on comfng out of the bath fhe had covered 

her face, and in this manner it was that fhe met me» 
— This relation, many particulars of which I abridge, 
Bert which added to the probability of the ftory, 
ffeemed to me the more fatisfaftory, a^ it was con- 
firmed by the evidence of the keeper .of the gate, 
whom I had fent for to queftion him. He told me^ 
that in reality a very tall woman, of' a ^ fingular ap« 
jiearatice, liad arrived at the twea'k of d?y, cdiing; 

ijedTeff' waitix^-tf omair t o «r young and handlome lady 

who 
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whQ was coming to bathe ^ that at the moment vrhen 
the horn founded fhe had, come back to the gate iu , 
great confufion^ and rim out with precipitation ; that . 
at the end of the ftreet, having mounted a.^horfe, 
wliich was in waiting for her there, flie had been feen * 
to vgallpp away and difappear in a moment. 'Thisde-. 
tail removed every doubt of the fincerity and inno- 
cence of the unknown charmer, and I now felt the. 
moft eager curiofity refpefting her, and the greateft 
intereft in her behalf. It appeared to me very ns^tu- 
ral, that modeily even might have induced her to hide 
lier face, rather th^n her bofom, in order not to be. 
known again by him who had had the happinefs to 
behold her in the drefs of nature *, and I farther ima- 
gined, that for the fame reafon fhe was. averfe to dif- 
cover the found of her vpice 5 but I could not forgive, 
myfelf for having treated her with fo much levity and 
difdain, and I died with impatience to make due re- 
paration. I had juft fent her fome flowers, fome fruit, 
and rdfrefhmcnts y and while ihe was at breakfaft, I 
wrote her a letter full of gallantry and refpe£t. In a 
few minutes her anfwer was brought me ; the hand-, 
writing was vifibly difgulfed, but I found fo much 
grace and elevatioQ. of mind in the billet, that admi- 
ration was now added to the fentiment$ flie had al- 
ready infpired. In her note fhe requefled me to have 
her accompanied to an inn which fhe mentioned in 
the neighbourhood, and informed me fhe was jufl 
going thither. I fent a meflage, requefling to be per- 
mitted to come and take my leave of her ; and fhe 
confented to receive me. I returned to the chamber 
where I had left her, with equal emotion and trou- 
ble } I was afhamed of my behaviour to her, and I 
was extremely defirous to imprefs her with a more fa- 
vourable idea of me. She was dreiied in a plain but 
elegant flyle ; and I was fmitten with the gracefulnefs 
of her mien. She no longer had the embroidered 
handkerchief upon her head^, but her f ace W9S ftiU 

veiled 
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Veikd by a large black taffety hood} which fell dow» 
to her bofom. ^ On perceiving me fhe arofe^ sJnd her 
countenance was expreffive of trouble and confuiion* 
I feltmyfelf quite at a lofs ^ and^ as fhe had made a 
refolution not to utter a fyllable, her filence increafed 
my embarraiTment ; for when we are . intimidated, 
there is nothing fo diftreffing as the neceflity of finifh- 
ing every phrafe, and the certitude of meeting with no 
interruption. After having repeated the mofV re- 
fpeftful excufes, I added, that fhe would; be fuffici- 
cntly avenged by the remembrances of every kind 
which fhe would leave behind her* At thefe^words 
fhe fhook her head. * No/ replied I with .earnefl- 
nefs, * thefe remembrances are indelible,- they will, 
difhirb the tranquillity of my life. — I will go in quefl 
of you every where 5 and, fhould I not meet you, I 
ihall find no objeft that can give me the idea of per- 
fc£Hon that my imagination^ will be ever forming, on 
reflecting upon what I have feen^ and on what I have 
read.^— Ah, fince you are refolved not to anfwer me, 
do not refufe to confer upon me fome pledge of your 
good-will 'j let me receive at your hands the handker- 
chief which covered your face ; how precious would 
that gift prove ! — '(She made a fign of rcfufal.) * At 
leafl,' faid I, * you mufl leave me this cl^oak, which I 
have twice had the honour of prefenting to you — it. 
will realize the fabulous account of thofe fatal gar- 
ments, which confumed the wearer to death. — But I 
fhall not have the temerity to cover myfelf with it ; 
that furely would be a profanation. — Here fhall it re- 
main, there— on the fpot on which I faw it fall from 
you ; on the ipot where my trembling hand had the 
courage to prefent it to you will I raife an altar to Love 
and Modefly, and depofitk thereon !' — As I finifhed, 
thefe words fhe hung her head upon her bofom j i 
fancied I could ffee her bhifh thr<nigh her veil. — I 
fei^ed one of her hands, fhe wore gloveis, and I re- 
colleAcd I had not taken partkuUr notice of it when 

naked ; 
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naked ; J was rexc^ at.my.n€gjigc«ce,, aa^.a fixpjrC/at-' 
te&tive examination might have, en^bl^d iDj^to.kuoiw; /, 
heJr one day again. She . gently ,wi]thdre,w>er band,. ' 
bi»t fhe had given mine, a fquee7e> aqd heaved a iighy 
Tliw fipft fymptom of fe?ifibiUty,charP^ed and afl:e«ed ^ 
mc5 I threw.niyielf^^t Jicr. feet,. and, fo;:gettingth«c\ 
language of ^alla||try, I addreiled h<|r with le^ art , 
and more fentiment.. She, obliged me to rife,, and" ^ 
then turning her face, towards mje, and drawing 
nearer, fiic Teemed toJiften^v^ithatteptioni^ I ftill in,- . 
treated her to remove, her veil, or to tell rac her*, 
name 5 and upon her -refiufal, I aifured ^cl* A? vwuld 
leave me the mofl wretched pC mankind- tTpon this,, 
flie took fome paper and a pencil out of h^r. pocket, 
and with hear left hand wi^ote this ftprt.hiJlct,? Iwpufd^j 
mahi fnjfelf- known, were It m mji^pPW^r ta do fo fti^hput ^ 
dying, with Jhamejind confiifion, B^tjiei, ^ I^^tfi^Hi^fl^ p/r;- 
Jl^id, that a Jiew~obJeK would Joonfuppif^ttint j*tih4 , 
affeSHons of the. ficUe. and /educing Augimttf'^, S^dH^ * 
eingi' cried !» after having.read the^e feWi %?5i * ,tb^ei\ 
manner in which you trjeat me ptjoveji too. trvly I)^p^> 
not fo. Fickle 1 m2j have boen, but Jt depends on< 
yourfelf to retrieve my reputation in that .ref|^eft/— • . 
She made a fign of diibelicf. • WclV reitui^ed I,., 
« if ever you fee me engaged by another ojp^fky n^ake 
yourfelf known to me,* and be zSvLxed, that, an eur-. 
chanting remembrance will give you all the, claims oC^ 
the moft facred engagement* Thus will it be ever in\ 
your power to break ihofe light chainsy which I {tkslt 
only wear in order to. drive your image from my 
heart.' She gently fhrugged. her ihouldersi, aiid 
fhatchmg her pencil, fhe wrote a few more HnQS^ta, . 
requeft my word of honour never to relate tbjs ad- 
venture to any perfon whatever, i promife<i to,<>bey ^ 
fhe thanked me by nodding her head, then puttings 
one hand to the door, fhe held out the other ^tpyards. 
me by way of bidding me fareweH. l^hls adieu gave, 
me great afJ^Alop, and I deqlaredto her. the.gi;eatngrsb 
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6Pmy fufierings. At this fhe appei^fcd affiffted, for 
there was a'iingiilar expreffion in h«r mien, her atti- 
tuiJes, and her geftures 5 but fhe fhowed a fixed de- 
termination to go away. I conjured her to anfwer 
me one more queftion, arid I then inquired whether 
her heart were free. She wrote this reply: I do ttof 
'Well know that myfelf. At this very inftant Ihe got 'up 5 
in vain r endeavoured to- detain her ; - flie moved to- 
wards the' door, I held her by tTie handf^ which I - 
kifTed with mtich tendernefs ; fheipaufcd a minute, . 
aod appearing to have a ftruggle withm hcrfelf, fhe 
qtiitted me' abruptly^ darted towards the door,, 
opened' it, and- drfappeared. She left me in {^^ de* 
preffibn of'*fpirits, and this melancholy proved, that 
flie had made almoft as much imprefflon upon niy 
heart as upon my imagination. I went to the porter 
of the gate leadirig to the baths, I* had forgotten to, 
a^ him- whether he had feen her face when ihe ar- 
rived; but h^ replied, that ihe paffed by him very 
faft, that he was engaged at that moment, and that 
he had not at allnoticed her perfon. I was deeply 
afflicted on thinking I fhould moft likely neyer be i. 
able to recognifc her, and yet that perhaps I ihould' 
frequently meet her. I called to mind all the ladies 
of the court, in order to find the l}kenefs of my un- 
known fair one among them, arid I recolledled but 
two, whofe faces are as different as their charafters, 
but who are of the fame height, were equally fair, and 
who both had beautiful black locks ; thefe were 
Amalberga and Armoflede. I was difconfolate to 
think, that one was adored by the emperor, and the 
other, according to public report, the wife of Oliver^ 
I recoU'efted, that the fair nymph of the bath, whea 
I queftioned her upon the (Vate of her heart, had re- 
plied with incertitude, which was not fuitable to one 
who had openly avowed her pafGon 5 thus all my 
fufpicions fell upon Amalberga. I was fatisfied her 
virtue and modefty were fuch, that, were I not mif- 

taken 
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taken in mf conjeAures> {he muft blufh tbe firft time 
we fhould meet together. My curiofity did not ^llow 
me to defer this experiment. I went to court,, and at 
the princefs Bertha's apartments L faw Amalberga. I 
looked her full in the face y her eyes met mine. She 
was furprifed at the attentive manner in which I fur- 
ve3^d her, and fmiled at it in £b ingenuous a manner,. 
that I was inftantly undeceived. However I accofled 
her, and inquired whether (he had not bathed that< 
morning. She replied with fuch fimplicity and cafe, 
as completely difabufed me. I then accofted Armo- , \ 

flede^ who difcovered the like ignorance ; but, as I 
had not fo favourable an opinioVi of her fincerity, I* j 

entertained my doubts for a longer time. At laft fhe 
herfelf fucceeded in removing them, and in her turn 
cmbarrafled me with Ker inquiries into the reafon of 
my queftions and myfterious air ; a curiofity which 
flue manifefted for mof e than eight days in fo natural 
a manner, that the flighteft degree of fufpjcion no 
Ipnger remained in my mind. I then imagined tb&-. 
charming perfon I had feen did not go to court, or 
perhaps was fome firanger. Her remembrance long, 
purfued me ; and for more than two months I never 
met a young perfon in the ftreets or walks, who ap- 
peared to have a graceful fhape and fine black hair, 
withopt foine emotionl 

" Sentiments lefs romantic and violent perhaps, bi^t 
more folid and more genuine, now began to fupplant 
this amorous folly. 1 attached myfelf to the princefs 
Bertha 5 I was foon convinced that I was loved, yet I 
was unable to obtain an avowal of it. At this time,^ 
which was about the middle of winter, a grand 
ma£ked ball was given at court ; the emperor and tbe 
princefles were the only perfons who did not wear, 
maiks. At midnight the emperor retired ; I ven- 
tured then to approach Bertha. I had difguifed my- 
{ii}£ "with great care ; I made myfelf known to her, 
and, in order to get rid of the circle which fur- 
rounded 
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t:ounded tisy fhe propofed to walk about the bill 
room. Shd laid hold of Armoflede, and another 
^dy, and began to walk between them \ I followed, 
and a moment after! foftly requefted Armoflede, who 
^ad juft unmarked, to allow me to feparate her frotn 
the prtncefs in giving, each an arm. She confented, 
on condition that Iwottld tell her my name. This I 
did without any heiitation. She fmiled, made no re- 
ply, and gave me the place I foiicited. We ftopped 
at the farther end of the room ; the princefs fat 
down, the two ladies placed themfelves on her righf, 
tind I remained on the other fide, hard by a fmall 
door, through which I could retreat if, prudence re- 
quired it, and fuddenly disappear. In about a quar- 
ter of an hour Afmoflede, upon I know not what 
-pretext, arofe and withdrew : a mafk came and fat by 
the other lady, and their converfartion becoming very 
animated, gave me an opportunity of fpeaking with- 
out conftraint to the princefs. I complained of the 
^ate of incertitude in which fhe left me ; I entreated 
hej at length* to fix my deftiny by a fingle word, 
which would fuffice for my happinefs. * Well,' faid 
'ftie, * you will no loager reproach roe for my filence, 
i have anfwered the letter \ received from you this 
morning; I have the note in my pocket, but if I 
giave it you, you would leave me in order to perufe 
it. — We may without any inconvenience remain here 
another hour, we muft after that feparate, and then I 
will give you the anfwer.' This promife could leave 
me under no uneafinefs with regard to thie contents 
of the letter, or rather it told me beforehand what I 
fhould find in it. Thus, happy and fatisfied, I fub- 
mitted witliout any difficulty to this decifion. Three 
quarters of an hour rapidly ftole away in delightful 
converfe. But, notwithftanding the defire I felt to 
read the letter, my fpirits drooped at the idea of be- 
ing obliged to feparate in a few minutes. Bertha 
fhared my regret, and was exprefiing her feelings in 

the 
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the moA engagU^ manner, wlien thendoof near whkh 
I fat fuddenly opened, and difcovereid a,£enial& of an 
enchanting form, with long t>lack locks floating^«pon 
her fhoulders, and dreiTed in a robe of: wl^lte muilin, 
of fo thin a te^Lture, that it appeared Toothing more 
than the flight drapery of a pidtyre. tier face was 
concealed) hut- what was my furprife on recognizing 
m the veil which coverqd it, tj^chandkerchii^f em- 
broidered with rotes !— Bertha was turned towards the 
lady flxe had with her, and neither had' obferved the 
opening of the door, noi the perfon who entered the 

room.- Without lofing any time, the unknown 

lady accofted me, and whifpered, Da yoti know. me f 
This queftion, fo natural at a mafquerade, produced 
an effe^ upon me which was truly magical. The lady _ 
held out a charming hand to me } I arofe with tran-« 
fport, I feized that hand. — She drew me ^long \ we 
went out at the fmall door, which was ft ill left open. 
We found ourfelves in a dark paflage, at the €nd of 
which we came to the veftibule which led to the va- 
rious apartments of the palace \ walking forwards in 
great hafte, we traverfed the great gallery, and after- 
wards feveral other rooms. We then arrived at the 
foot of a ftair-cafe ; after afcending the ftairsi we 
ftopped at a door which quickly opened. We entered, 
and I rec^gnifed the apartment of Armoflqde \ it 
was in truth Armoflede herfelf ! I had loft my head, 
I was infatuated with delight, and utterly incapable 
of the leaft reflection. Ar^ofiede Teemed to partake 
my delirium — I did not leave her chamber till half an 
hour, before fun^rife.— But, ivhen I found myfelf 
alone, and reftored to my fenfes, all this enchantmrent 
difappeared. I*fliuddered on reflecting upon my un- 
actouiitable and injurious procedure with regard to 
the princefs ; I had left her without any pretext, with- 
out faying a word, at the inftant in which I was^ going 
to receive from her the moft pofitive proofs of love 
and confidence* She; had declared it^ flie had pro- 
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ntiiHed it, iCnd in a kvr minutes we fHould faave:ibf(a- 
tated happy in each 6ther— I feh all fhe 'rnvft un- 
dergo ; the triith eVen, whith honour did not allow 
itie to declare, woiild hot have rendered me niore ex- 
tmfable in her eyes. ' I could not myfelf conceive I 
had Seen guilty of fuch c3^traVagant cohduA. i had 
been' unworthily abufing a wotiian, who, condefcicnd- 
ing to iForget the diflance which feparated us, pire- 
ferred me to theinoft illuftrious and brilliaiit fituatron 
' in Eurofjc 5; a woman too, who was amiable, virtu* 
. ^ ous, tender, and with whom I was enamoured. And 
\o what objeft had I been ftcrificihg gratitude, and 
loVe, and every endearing obligation ? to the moft 
contemptible of her fex. For on reflefting upon' all 
the conduft of Armoflede, it was impbilible to de- 
ceive myfelf in that refpeft. ' The modefty, the re- 
.* ferve, the extreme confufion, which fhe' had affefted 
before fhe made herfelf known, accorded fo ill with 
her appearance at the ball, and with what had now 
paffea between lis, that the moft paffionate love would 
have been unable to blind me with regard to her cha- 
racter, ^hen I reflected, that fhe appeared in pub- 
lit to love Oliver, that fhe profefled a tender attach- 
ment to the princefs Bertha 5 when I confider^ed, that, 
having difcovered my growing pafHon for the princefs-, 
fhe had waited till it was returned, before (he at- 
tempted to fupplant her, and that fhe had contrived 
her plan of feduAion in a manner the moft mortify- 
ing and bffenfive to her rival j when I made all thefe 
fefleftions, I experienced movements ef indignation 
which arofe almoft to hatred. However, I endea-_ 
voured to clear up my conduftto the princefs j I 
wrote hen a long Ifetter full of w<ell-in vented falfe- 
hoods. The letter Was returned unopened. Bertha 
conduced herfejf with fuch dignity and firmnefs, and 
at the fame time with fuch rcafon and fenfibility, that" 
her empire over my heart was ^ for ever eftdblifhed. 
She fought' lidtlier to ihbw, nor to diffemble, the 

keennefs 
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keennefs of the pain ihe felt. £ihe appeared ferious 
and melancholy 9 but had no recourfe to reproaches, 
or even to any indireA complaint ; fhe affected neither 
difdain nor anger, did not forbid me to appear at her 
palace^ and ftill treated me with polltenefs aiid 
' courtefy i but never allowed me a iingle opportunity 
of fpeaJcing a word to her alone, and conftantly fent 
back all my letters without having broken them open. 
This conduA deprived me of all hope, and gave me 
great affliction 4 and the artful Armoflede, in fpite of 
all her charms, could neither confole me nor make me 
any amends. Bertha had not the leaft fufpicion of 
her, for ihe had neither feen nor obferved her. when 
fhe tore me away from my place. She had turned 
round at the hafty manner of my leaving her ; but I 
was already upon the threfhold of the door, and Ar- 
moflede, who walked before me, was in the pafTage. 
Thus was our intrigue abfolutely unknown to her. I 
can aflcrt with truth, that on the very morrow I 
could have put an end to it without ftruggle ; but the 
attention due to a woman even whom we moft defpife, 
•did not allow me to think of fo fudden a rupture ; 
beiides, I ftood in need of diflipation. I^jas curious 
too to fee how far female depravation could go, and 
I imagined Armoflede capable of fhowing me. I fuf- 
pe£led, tha£ all the' hiftory of the bath was fabulous, 
■and that flie had planned beforehand that extraordi- 
nary farce. I fancied it would be no fmall gratifica* 
tion to hear fuch an avowal from the moft infincere 
woman in the world ^ and, in order to attain it, I af- 
fefted the greateft perverfion of manners. I quickly 
perceived me loved me the better for this, and when 
Ihe was fully conviaiced, that we both were of the 
fame way of thinking, fhe became quite at hereafe,^ 
and owned things which^quite furpaifed all I could 
have imagined. I praifed every thing fhe communi- 
cated, and at laft I interrogated her upon the adven- 
ture of the bath. She burft into a fit of laughter, 

and 
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titid tonfeffedy ^without the leaft hefitation^ th^, 
hnving for "fome time paft taken a fartty to me (fiich 
v^s hcc exprjei]iQn> for we had banifhed from our 
c^nverfe the words love and pajft^n)^ ihe had planned 
the means of deducing me; and that the pretended 
waiting-maid was a confidential domeftic, the minifter 
of her intriguest whom (he had drefTed in women's 
clothes^ in order that a report fhould' be nvade to 
confirm me in my nliftake. This I had guefled, yet 
I 'was neverthelefs quiti^ confounded to hear her avow ■ 
It \ but at the fame time this avowal.did not give me 
the complete conviiMon I was deiirous of, for I 
thought, that, if by chanee ihe had not in fad): taken 
this ftratagem into her head, it was very poffible (he 
would falfely attribute toherfelf the invention of it. 
Injief impoftjire is fo natural, that even when (he is 
confcious of making a difplay .of all ^er vicioufnefs, 
withput any inconvenience, ftill will (he have recourfe 
to untruths ; falfehood and artifice never abandon 
I her ; and, in fpite of, the violence of her paffions, 

I ^ which is extreme, (he is .continually employed either 
ja exaggerating their force, or di(rembling their em- 
pire over her. When a perfon of this character is 
well known, all the blandi(hment of wit and beauty 
cannot render an intercourfc either agreeable or 
piquant, . This I experienced ^ith regard to Armo- 
fiede. Nevefbelieving, . or-^only* half believing what- 
ever (he faid to me, I heard her without curiofity or 
intereft 5 befides, being entirely unma(ked before me, 
Ihe had no longer the attraction of vanity to recom- 
mend her. It wais no longer in her power to afTume 
a modeft, tender, or ingenuous part ; it is delicacf 
which fttrni(hes love with an. inexhauftible fourcc of 
delicious fenfetion, and with fcntiments ever new. 
Delicacy appears the peculiar province of that charm- 
ing fex, nor can it be violated without the lofs of 
every thiiig that is graceful and engaging ^ in fine, 
Arixiofl«de unveiled, having nothing to recommend 
Vol. II. _ G her 
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h^r but .what fhe' podded in common With tlaesmofl^ 
licentious courtefan^ (howed that the' mDnotony of^ 
viae caa become equal}]? in£pid and difgpf^ingw I'^ 
did not ^odu<:c the like effed^ upon her i foiV'-> 
growing the more Trild for me as fhe UaW- mypaffioa*^ 
d^orea&^i ihe it> far fergot hetfelf as to declare oM- 
d*3r tO'. me that, ihe was not married^ and verp fe^- ■ 
rloufly. offered me hierihand. 'I made noothes repl^ 
to thij pitopofalrthtin a loud laugh) ^nd availed mjr^' 
felf of the ofccafion to break- off ah>- intrigue of> 
which Ixwasr moft-heartily :tired^ < Let u^ be«con- 
fiftent/ Giidl^ * for after the difplay you have made 
of your chara^ber, what. charms can yoti fee .in a' ki^ ^ 
gkma^e union /*, * You' aWne fuit me,' replied ihey ' 
< and not bcingtableto gainyoar attachment^ Iwioakt^ 
wilhvto chain you.' ' *'A ' pretty anlwer^-trtily,' re-- - 
turned I ; 'buti, fair Armbflede^ you labour undei? • 
a great errour, and si oiightnot to lea^^e you .any*'" 
longer the dope of it. Intoxicated wkh lo^e> and 
in order to pletife you, I have afluiiti^da charaA^r 
of which indeed you approvi^^ but which is not my ' 
real difpofition* We have- a hundred times obferv-*' 
e<|) .that all kind of detreption is allowable in love, . 
all fcruplc in. that regard : is fc41y. The principle* ' 
which I imbibed from you have emboldened ray ti- 
midity> and I have deceived * you.'-^* How ?*— * I'; 
"have boafted of ia Atength of mind I do not poiTefs. 
1 muft av^ow to you, that I give encouragement t6 
almoft all the prejudices which you defpife ;■ I may 
ihake them off for a moment, but their influence^' 
over me quickly ret;utns ; in fine, I confefs that in* 
my eyes Virtue iS; not a chimera;, fhe appears to » 
me as neccffairy to the happinefs of life, as the refpi- 
ration of wholefome air is to health ; to abjure he*; 
is to diforganize the foul ; admiration cannqt be with^ 
iield from her ; ihe muft either be followed or re-» 
er^ettcd.'r^ 

^This 



«*f TThis moral: dMtotirlfe produced' tlife effifft 1' exJ 
pefted ; ArmoSedt cohfidered the euldgtorti on virtutf 
as an outrage 5 (tie burft into a- violent paflibii, I tookf 
no pains to fobthe' her, and broke with her Without 
any kind of' ceremony. Since this rupture (hdf 
has frequently ofFereSd me mf pardon's for f6h!?g? 
ihonths indeed fhe even followed me, and playeif 
two or three farcical fcenes of rage and jealoufy, but 
ail thefe attempts baVe been withwt fucccfi. Aftei^ 
having ffiaken off thefe* fhameftfl fetters,' my fold 
obje£t- was the recovery of that tender heart I harf 
fb deeply wounded, I thought I remarked, that? 
Bertha appeared gratified at the affiduity gnd timi- 
dity of my cohduft tovi^ards her, for I did notJ 
venture either to apprda^h or ^ddrefs hter ;' but' 
my melancholy caf riage was fufficie^tly expr<^ffiye of 
l^haf I fWered. At the end of fome mohth^/ Fpi^* 
ceived that her'i'cfchtment was alnit)ft fubfiU^d.' 1 
then ventured to' ivrite again, ahd fhe returfaefif 
my letters as before ; I foiight opp6rtuhities of 
fpeaTcing to her in private, arid ffie n6^ begali* 
to avoid me \i^ith the greatieft care. Pagaln became^ 
referved, ahd 'fhe ceafed to fliuh mii j \men I'mad^ 
frefh attempts, fhe invariably h^' recbtirfe to thc^ 
fame conduft. Ihad almbft given up all hopi^d of 
Arccrfs, when the report' of the enterpriffe of the ptin-' 
ces confederated agaiiift Beatrice became the topic of 
general converfalfidn' at court. The emperor de- 
clared, that as fbon as" count Thederic* fhouM' re- 
turn from an expedition, which wgs now drawing 
near to a coriciltiiion, he would fend him at the 
head of fome troops tothi fucCdut of the- diicheiy 
of Cleves 5 and 111 the' mfcan ^^/hlle that gbne/bus^ 
prince^difpatched Archambaud to her. Whom he had 
charged to ofier aififlance in money ; which, how- 

• f have already mentioned in a note, that Thederic wa$ one of 
the generals and friends of Charlemagne* 

. G 2 rvcn 
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eyer> the dqchefs did not accept. One evening 
when I was at the princefs Bertha's apartments, ^he 
conyeitfation ran as ufual upon Beatrice and Geroldj 
^d on the luiaccountable procedure of the latter, 
who, at the moment of obtaining the hand of her 
he adored, ient her a letter to break off the match, 
l;he contents of which he in vain revoked a fortnight 
after. The whole cb*cle, as they blamed the count 
of Bavaria, mainttained^ that ambition alone had in- 
cited him to hoftiie meafures^ and that, having 
broken with the duchefs in fo formal a way, it was 
impoffible he could have conceived any real pafiion 
for. her. , I ^sras iingly of a contrary opinion ; I in- 
aSi^ that a itrong pailion was no certain fecurity 
for co^fiftency iJEi ^ lover's conduct ; and I addecf, 
that, :i^nce . ^lie ^uchefs ,was inexorable, it. was a- 
prqof) fhe bsu} never ioved« As Bertha kept filence 
during this difcuffion, I ventured to addrefs my felf 
to her, and io rcqueft her opinion. * I believe/ 
replieijlihe, .blufhing, * that the more we love the 
greater value we fet upon our lovers efteem,. and 
tli^at, .when'.he, is guilty of the moft offenfive con- 
duft^ love itfelf has ftill indulgence in ftore, though 
the^exercife of it may be degrading.' This reply, fo 
full of 4clicaCy and fentiment, rettored my hopes, 
ayidinfpired me with gratitude and. joy. I was fo af- 
fedbed, that I did not venture to add a word more y 
But Bertha read my heart, and on that jyery even- 
ing r received a billet from her which contained thefe 
words,,' 

* Go and defend an oppreffed princefs^ go and 
overcome a faithlcfs lover. — ^Set off without either 
feeing me again of writing to me. — ^When the du- 
chefs of Cleves ftiall be delivered from her perfecu- 
tors, return, I fhall receive you, and you Ihall be 
heard — and, if you afk me for an anfwer, I ihall 
then only coniult my heart.' ' 

*< I obeyed. 
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** I obeyed, and departed, the fame night. I did 
not write to her, but Lancelot, "who had determined 
. to follow me, fet out a day tater', in order to give the 
princefs an account of iny prompt itibmiflion to her 
orders." When Angllbert had finifhed his ftory, 
they began to fpeak again of Armoflede, and it was 
decided, that fhe ftiould no longer be permitted to 
remain at the caftle* " I will take upon niyfelf," 
faid An gilbert, ** to make her choofe fome other 
abode. I fhall prevail upon her to declare her fex 
to thp princefs, and requeft to retire to the houfc of 
an old woman named Marcelina, who has been lately 
condemned to perpetual exile. This houfc is far 
enough from the caisp to be free from' all danger ; 
befides, we can inform the princes, through Giafiai*, 
that it fcrves as an afylum to a young perfon undei? 
the prote£tion of the duchefs, and they will certainly 
give orders to their troops to keep at a diftance from 
It." This projeft was approved, and on the follow- 
ing day put into execution.' Armofl^de, perceiving 
flic would be compelled to follow the counfel that 
was given her, complied with a good grace ; (he in-* 
vented a long ftory,. which fhe related to the prin- 
cefs, and having obtained the houfe of the old for-* 
cereis> Ih^ took up her abode there without delay r 
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CHAPTER Xni. 
^HE WJR jtND rm PEARL NECKLACE. 

O terns \ 6 jours heurenx on la forge uinocente, 
Ke"briilaixt que pour rendre une moifon moins knte, 
£»fantoit fenlement des foes et des rateaux-! 

^ ^*amour dans At prudence /eft toD)ours indifcret. 

Surfna cU CoftKEiLLE. 

The truce dreyr near its coi^^l^ifionj ajtid the du- 
fhefs of CleVjea, having Ic^ all hopies fd pbtaining 
pes^ce, gave hcrfelf up a prey to forrpw. She had 
giyen Delia a villa^ fituate in the midft o^ the fpreft \ 
thither Pjelia, accompanied by Ainalber^, often re« 
tired in que^ of folitude. Two or three days in 
each week fhe paiTed here in abfojute feclufion \ and 
Beatrice, opprefied with difquietude and grief, Atu.t 
herfelf up with her two friends during the laft f hrec 
days of the truce. 

In the mean tio'^e the allied princes affemUed iq 
council for' the laft «time ; and, notwithftanding all 
the efforts of Barmecide, war was cjecided upon. At 
the clofe of this Yneeting Barmecide thus expreffed < 
himfelf. « As for myfelf, I fwear»by all that ^s ho- 
nourable, grateful, and friendly, never to quit the 
count of Bavaria during the engagement, and to de- 
fend him at the rifk of my own life ; but at the 
•fame time I fwear to confine myfelf merely to the 
aft of defence, and I engage myfelf in the moft fo- 
lemn vow never to make any attack during the 
tourfe of this unjuft war (23)." This fpeech only 
excited murmurs, and it was agreed upon to fend 
Beatrice, the day after the morrow, a formal' de- 
claration of hoftilities. The allies had no uneafi- 
©efs relative to the fuccefs of this war ; their fupe- 

ribrity 
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* 
•larky In number, the ability* of tlieir generals, the 

■^iccellcnt difcipline of fheh* troops, all promifed the 
<tftoft brilliant fuccefs. The prince of Greece hai 
iftjrived at their camp ^ the head of "a body of men. 
flHe was accompanied by' Adalgife, whom he had' 
7 tfnet in his way, and ^vho had joined hinfi, together 

j #ititii fome, other knights, and among the reft the fa- 

mous Bmhier, a warrior terrible for Tiis valour, his 
hbdi\y ftrength, and his gigantic ftature (24). It 
^as, known in the camp, that all the fubj efts of the 
4iM7hefs had flown to arms, iind that the defire oT 
defending hor inlpired fuch an entliufiafm, that old 
I iJa^n aaid children; enltfted 'with all the ardour which 

^ftingaifhed the'^outhful part of the community \ 
hat the allies affeded to defpife foldiers without ex- 
ijperience, and each. chief fecretly indulged all the 
fluttering hopes which love and ambitioft could 

e Exempt* The duchefs had juft publifhed a manrfefto, 
hfeh crowned the admiration fhe had already ac- 
^tpAted* In this proclamation -Beatrice gave an ac- 
count of every effort {he had tried to obtain peace, 
tn entering into the detail of her conduft and that 
of the allies, fhe demonftrated, in the cleareft man- 
ner, the injuftiee and the violence of their* proceed- 
ings* But (he contented herfeif with ftating fafts, 
Md, far firGm making any refleiftions, or ufing any 
Uijuriws expreffions, fhe fpoke of her perfecutors 
ki terms of efVeem ; ftie knew that the language of 
fnoderaticQ is alwap the moift *perluafive^ and the 
I>n4y language which is coniiftent with f rue dignity. 
She knew that it was glorious to conquer an enemy, 
and not to infult him ; and, in fine, that manifeftos 
ought not to refemble libels. 

On the day which preceded the expiration of the 
truce, Beatrifce returned to the caftle. ' In the even- 
ing' that princeft, togethei^ with the ladies ""of her 
court, and the knights clad in armour, aifembled in 
a fpacioas gallery. There all the knights renewed 

the 
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the oath of combatmg for the duchei% and not to 
leave her before (he was delivered from her. perfeoM^ 
tors. The duchefs and the ladies then fai^ened t<> 
the fiiields and lances of the knights various orna- 
ments taken from their drefs : one gave a knot of 
ribbands, or piece of a fcarf;- another a necklace^ 
or a chain. Many prefented the golden clafps which 
fattened their veftments. The duchefs, who firft 
began to make the prefents, conferred a magnifir 
cent one upon each knight \, but when {he came, near 
Oliver, Hopping fhort, with the tendereft look% 
•< The black crape," fhe faid, " which covers your 
buckler, feems to announce your averfion to . its be?- 
ing ornamented, and we ought tOTrefpeft your itlcli- 
nation \ but I cannot give up my right, or the fa- 
tisfaftion of oflferiug you fome pledge of my efteem 
and gratitude, and I flatter myfelf you will do mc 
the favour to accept a courfer, which will be' prefenfr- 
cd you to-morrow *.'* At thefe words Oliver bowed 
refpeftfully, and the princefs, advancing towards 
Ifambard, who was near his friend, took from hey 
wrifts two fuperb bracelets, fet with emeralds and 
opal, and prefented them to him. It was remarked* 
that this gift was the . mod valjiable Ihe had coa- 
ferred, and jealoufy obferved with no lefs chagria* 
that the hands of Beatrice^ as fhe was. endeavouring 
to tie on thefe bracelets, trembled to fucli a degree* 
as to render her unable to faften them .to Ifambard's 
fliield. Another ceremony of chivalry fucceeded tg 
this \ Angilbert and Lancelot declared they would 
for ever unile themfelyes together in the facred al- 
liance of brothers in arms. ' *They held each other 
by the hand, and Angilbert firft fpeaking^ made the 
following oath. <* Ip the name of all which reli- 
gion, honour, and virtue, hold moft facred, I en-^ 
gage myfelf for ever, to unite my fortune, ambitions^ 

* A horfe of parade was called a pa\frey\ and battle horfe a courfer^ 

and 
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and glory with thiDe ; always to partake, thy to;j?5 
and dangers, to fecond thee in all thy cnterprifcsj to 
leave every thing to defend or. deliver thee, I proi 
pmife never to flatter thy: paffions, to (peak- always 
the truth to thee, at the rilieven of incurring thjf 
difpleafure ; and i£ thou (hoqldeft go ailray, to ex* 
cufe thee, to lament thy^ ^rrours,. and tq vUe cv^Jf 
means of giving thee cahfolation. Henc^fprwan:^' 
thy friends aiid thy. enemies fhaU be mine;, apd th«^ 
benefit, or injuftice, which ^ thou (halt experience^ 
{hall infpire either the higheft degree of gratkudey 
or the moft violent refentment, which my heart c^n. 
be capable of feeling." * .<...•:.;:; .; 

I-*anc€lot repeated this, oath' in the; famCi^fr^^ 
The two friends' then, embraced, andi ip^q an ^ex* 
change of theip arms, which clofcd the ceremony (^5)4 
The moment tlie company returned to ,4;^e.i^lQon, 
the venerable Theobald^ attended, by his fair daugh- 
ter Sylvia, appeared. The old man, haying; no ^ far- 
ther hopes of. ferving the du chefs by his negotia- 
tions with the princes, came to partake her danger^ 
and tofhut himfelf up. in the caftle with;his^,lo^ 

v^reigm. • ■ ' . . . r -. i-: ■> /u l:.\ 

The next morning one of the ducbeft's. fcpiires 
waited upon Oliver, to requeft him; to go down mjq 
the court, which wa« under his windowir, and thfjce 
the knight of the Swan was* prefented with theimoft 
beautiful fteed he had ever beheld, together with .^; 
pair of golden fpurs,«and a houfihg embroidered 
with pearls and precious ilones. fThe. extreme mag-^ 
nificence of this prefent was jiot what moft ftruck 
Oliver;- he caft his eyes upon two rows of large, 
pearls, which bordered the top of the houiing^ ar*A 
which he remembered,, in an inftant, -to have /eej\ 
rqund the diichefs's neck-; and he recolledled he ifj/i 
heard her. one 4ay mention,' to Delia, that.(ij[ie re-. 
ceiyed this necklace from her father, and tha^ it was 
tJiie only trinket for which ihe bad any regard." 
;. * ' G 3 ' '• - - ^Whik 
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^VTiile lie was confiderihg thcfe pearls with inelC* 
preffible emotion, the fquire- addreffing him fold, 
** You may boaft, feignior, of pofTeffing the fincft 
ftorfe in the «rprld. Having been commiflioned by 
the princefs fix months ago to purcliafe the beft 
horft I could find, I fell upon this by chance, as he 
tiras beijig led to the camp for the^ count of Bavaria- 
The -princefs 'offei!;edfo large a fura for the fteed, 
that flie obtained the preference ; but, though we 
were afltired that he was completely managed, .flic 
was determined to have no doubts in that regard, 
tod every morning at fun-rife flie* caufcd him" to 
be exercifed in her prefencc*** This detail did not 
cbntrlbutfc ' to' reftore the tranquillity of Oliver's 
dgkated m%d ; he ftood motionlefs, with his eyes 
ftul iixc?d iipdn the necklace, and kept profound 
filencc: h^nc6 the fquire condudcd, that this knight 
was fonder of pearls and diamonds^ than of horfes^ 
He retired much difgufted, and told the duchefs, ItL 
a peevifli manner, that the knight of the Swan, 
difdainin^ the moft complete courferin Europe, had 
only taken Notice of the hoofing ; hut this account 
had an efFeft far different from what the fquire 
imagined it would produce. It was now ineumbent 
on Oliver to j-etum thanks to Beatrice; and after 
much trbuble and tefleftion, he had prepared a 
fpecch, which he thought fuitaWe to the occafion^ 
but unfortiihately he could not proceed beyond the 
iirft'two or thi^ee fyllables. He flopped^ for he had- 
forgotten what. he intended to fay. Beatrice bliifli- 
cd — both looked at each other without utterihg a 
word, Oliver ftalted, lifted up his eyes to heaven^ 
and haftily withdrawing, went out of the faloon. 
He returned 'in half an hour; feveral perfons had 
come in and furrounded the duchefs. .Amalberga 
^called Oliver to fhew him a miniature portrait of 
Deiia^ #hich Beatrice had painted. Oliver equally 
.^^^mJrpd the beauty of the execution, and the cxa£b- 

ineft 
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Afefe 6f thfe rcfemM^ttcei « At ! how Hippy ,'* faid 
hej figlikig, " isiit to poffcfrthcpifture or a beloved 
dbjfedt !''^-*He -faid lio mote, ahd thcfe words life 
tittered with a low voiice, but they were hieard and 
noticed: iFhfe reft x>f the evening 'paflM away in a 
gloomy manner ; all the ladiesj efpeciafly Beatrice. 
i^isfe opprcded with the dedpefft melancholy. It \^as 
known, through a deferter from the camji, that thfe 
aUtes intended to make aii afTaiilt the n^xt. momihg. 
This, afiault vfrzs made, but without fuccefs. The 
befieged made a fally, and engaged in a long and 
bloody battle. The kiftg of Pannoriia received fevd* 
ttA wounds, and all the champiotis of. fieatrice comr 
bated with heroic ardour; but the knights of tfre 
Swan even furpaffed themfelves, and performed fuch 
prodigies of valour, that this combat aiorte would 
haveftifflced to immortalize theiii. In the' midft oif 
the fray, Ogcr, who had long endeavoured tp apr 
proach the count of Bavaria, at laft found hlmfelf 
nearJiimi then addreffing him, "Prince," faid he, 
*< I dhallenge you to fingle combat, oh a double itio^ 
ti^; to- defend thd duchefi of Cleves;^ ai^d aveiig6 
the uiifo:^tiinatc Mariat"— At the name of Maria the 
coirtlt,*bein^ equally* itirpfifcd and affeftpd^ lorf in ah 
ihftant all the ardent courage he ha'd been flioiw^ittg; 
hi battle; but Ibpn recovering frdm his embari;'^lS 
Aient, " I adcept ydur challenge," repliqfd He. ' At 
the fame inflrant the battle i^sf fufperidedj the wat- 
fiors fell back into their ranks^ a Ipgc fpa^e was left 
open,- and the'tWo heroes advariclng.'with noble 'anii 
ftatety looks, fajifted both armies, and^thenlfell with 
hhpdttiofity uipbn caeh other. After art.. obft!iaf6 
conibat in which Oger was wounded, both wafriot^ 
te a violent fliock, broke thdr lailces at the fam4 
ittftant. They were theyifejf^arated, and the battle 
bitfciTtte general (26). The ycJuthful^Zetnrti,, animated 
hf hiS niafterV example; diftin'gvnfhed.hinifetf in'i 
mgiilar manner. ■'- Conring near the forinidiibte B\ni- 
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hier, the gigtotic fta^re o£ tha)^; ywj^iix/d\d Jk^ 
damp his ardour. Brujiier fmiled at the y«vi^l^,^n4 
fize o( his adverfary, and; out or gejierofity;, not 
iinufual in thofe tiqieSi he choie ta lav afide th? 
teri^ible weapon with which the. coa^mpnjy fought i 
he g^ve-^ h;s haitle lan^e to h,is fquircj, ^ ^p4 Wk^^ 
Tmal^ and 'light, one in its ftead, whidi h^ pnly en\r 
ployed in warding off the ftrokcs pf his antagohift (27); 
rhe .latter^ obferving how he fpared h\vfk,, wept m 
queri: of fome warrior whofe fbrength was more prc»- 
poirtioned to his own. The vindiftive Adalgife fe^p 
ver^I times paiTed the ranks, in hopes of meeting 
Tfambard, and, miAaking Oliver for his friend, he 
began to attack him. The knight of the Swan 9yer^ 
turned him with a fingle firoke of^ his' lancet anc) h^ 
-was refcued by his fuite, on thf point of being, taten 
prifoner . Oliver however fei?cd . his courfej, ■. wh;cli 
was magnificently fet.ouf wi^ ,tr^pings» aad gave 
him into the charge pf one of h^s fqmres. Adalgiie, 
mounting another horfe^ met- Grimaldo ,duke of 
Benevento, his brother- jn-law. The attachmpat ^ of 
the latter to Charlemagne infpired the I^ombard 
prince with implacable hatred, and. he fell upo^i him 
with fury. Grimaldo, knowing him J)y his^rmpur, 
and , eipecially by tjie violence, of. his ^cporljment, 
combated him with regret; byt the Grcek^foldiersi^ 
under the command of Adalgii^^, being repulfed . by 
Ifambard, began to fall back with great ^confyiiion. 
Adalgife. quitted his ailverfary ir^ order to rally hist 
broken troops 4 Ifambard p^rfued them j at this 
moment the .prince of Greece; :came up with a corps 
de xeferve,.the routed t;ropRS ]|:eturned to tJxcir ranks, 
and the knight of the Swan^ i;o^withftancjing^ his, 
jgreat valonr, was on the point pf being hemmed in 
on all fidcs^ when Oliver, attended by Zemni, and 
two fqulres only, flew to his relief with fuch impe-r 
tuofity, that the enemy's ranks inftantly gave way 
and rclaj>fed into tb^cir form^er » confufioi^. 4- ^^7 

cona 
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^0Oii' rimeMrad tbe iippe^<ial.^»dag}0 of (the '-ancient 
Cwiirs Ceen; to fly. bejbfe the French v .The f©W 
4ier9« fjsized with ^i p^oic^ abandoned their leaders. 
Adalgife made his, efcape.i but Oliver,, .falling «po» 
ptiiM^ jGanfltantine,^ n^^de hiin hisprifoncr, Whiie 
thelb trftiif|i£tioi>s y^re going, forwards. in the ceptr© 
of',ttiQTar*ivy/tbje,iQur Ions of duke* AimOn:, with 
Ailgilbe^t • a^'d ^ Laticelot, ..obtained ^ iCmilar * fiicce& 
^{.tlje Jefe' vrifikg* iOger,: AjKharobaldy Aftolpho, 
•a84 yK)ii»g Roger, coftimanded the: right. with equal 
^dyantage ^and glory. Og^r, having received but a 
fl^ht v^ound, had refolved not to leayic the battle. 
Although he had loft muc^h 'bloodi and i was greatly: 
^e^ken^d, yet, iiripcUed,by;his ardour^ .he advaikced 
in,to .t;^^ frpnt.rank^ of -the eneaiy: with toa nauch 
%Qra^fify^ ^^B)ruhiier, attacked, him and and inade him: 
feisrpfifoner. Jtti the meau while, Gerold and 'the 
atheFrchie£s, obferying the day to be loft, caufed a 
£^jpeat to be ibijindedj .and it was made with order 
and ability worthy of the courage ^hich had been 
^fplayed, in the battle. 

, Nigh V approaching, ^^^ conquerors colle£^ed jtheir 
icattered troc^j apd entered the caftte in triumph* 
'J'he ducjhjefi, pale and' treipbliti^j aiid fupportcd by 
t^p :9£ hpv s^tit^dants, came to meet them at the 
foot of tli^ grand flair-cafe. Oliver prefented to her 
t,he priA<^^ qf Qreec^, his prifoner i Ifambard, Gui* 
chard,; an,d many others laid: ^jt her feet the ftand- 
^ds and <;:o}pu?s taken from the enemy. Beatrice 
was too iaau^qh agit^t^d and too deepiy aflFefted to 
thank her defenders in any other manner than hy 
the moving eatpreflion of; her countenance. All the 
c;ourt repaired to the grand gajlery. All the fol- 
diers that,. the roon^ could contain were admitted, 
the reft remained in. the' veftibules, which commu^ 
nicated ;with thegaUery by iarge arcades j there, ac* 
(pl*ding;tp the;i}|ilitary cyftoips of.the ages of chi- 
T^Ii^Xj tbe:^^^jl4j^ at; ara^?$r^];e to award the prize 

"of 
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of Tidburito ttee Wavraoi] w^o hkd ibofr didhigbi&i^ 
himfelf in battle (2^), Already the hcra!ds"s^«^ 
advancing towards Oliver, aftd the ^olfe slffeiW^iy 
anticipated their judgment; The foldiers and kn%hl^ 
allxrkd out with one voice, that Oliver had dbfe^e<| 
the prize, t Then the duchefs came u^ to him;- ^4Mt^ 
YET kpelt one k»ce on the groattd befoiteh^rl Bc^*^ 
trice prefented him with a branch df law^r^li tund-^ 
beatutifnl ruby which flie t6ok frorn hef ikiger 5=^^ 
then held forth lier hand^ which the con<|uer6f Wfcif 
entitled to klfs ; and at the fame inftant a co6cer6 
of mufic ' celebrated the iricrmph of the knight i4 
the Swan in warlike ftrains^ His'gelfietoos riv^lls^ aft 
preiSed to embrace him'^ the foldier^ ajpplauded hte 
glory: with fhouts of joy, a'nd the riame of ©livei* 
reCcAi&ded through all the quarters o( the . pHlacei 
Oliver was deeply affcJfted, he was affoni^ed t<) £n4 
himfelf again alive t0 glory, arid, no- longer" fe^ 
cognifing his owti heart, he fearcU ttioi<€ than ev^ 
to commune with and interrogate it* The company 
fat down to table, and Beatrice placed Oliver an« 
the pHnce- of Greece on each iide of heri . The 
latter fhe Created with ' a geherdfity ? which was nsh* 
tural to her, aiid which fhe ihanricrs of the times 
prefcribcd. To refpeft a vatnquifhed efaemy, to mi^ 
tigate the fenfe of hii misfortune by m^rks of efi 
fteeoi, and the mof^ ddicate attentions j to combat 
with intrepidity^ dnd triumph with nrtodefty^ fuch 
didi.thefe ancient Pf'irt\bt^\ ^]$:h6u^ tofa/fy uffvfif^Jfed 
in ptdiofophyi confider as* facred attd indirf>6hftb!e ob« 
ligations (a9')w ' 

. During the repaft, Oliver for the firft time fpok^ 
to Beatrice,^ withom: being previboily addreffcd by 
her : heaiked her whether the fuccefs of the day 
had not entirely diffipated her alarms. «<- Ah-!-* 
replied flue, " this day hats pro^d the moft bHlllaftt 
of my whole lifc.-^But had yOu felt \^at F fefierjitl 
doriqg the^ battle t"«~Th^ *few' ij'^pjwis'-^aWf xriuchj 

but 
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tMit tke toae of her voice and her huoiii ftill ex- 
fvctfed^fom/etiung more.^-^Hver cafl down. his eye^, 
'Which nvEtre wet with tears ; the ducheis foon chang- 
ed the' conirerfatioh, 'and after having fpoken of v»- 
. rious mdiSkrtM things^ ilie remarked to Oliver how 
greatljr 'Delia \«3t$ altered. <^ The condition in 
^hicli i faw her, whiie the battle laAed/' added 
Bieatrice, <^ has 'confirmed' me in. the opinion I had 
bifore entertained^ that Hke is in love' with Lancelot ; 
for a v^guo and general concern,, howevef ftrong 
it may be, caiinot produce fuch an exeefs of fenii- 
bMit^." Thefe words made Oliver ftart j impelled 
bf an in^iiftible A^ovement he lifted up his eyes to. 
iook at the ducbeft ( but fhc had her - face turned 
towards prince Couftantine, and rem;^ined fome time 
ih this attitude. OH vet* took no farther part in the 
cofiverfatton ; a violent fiottering at the heart, and 
<hc confufed ftateof his ideas, allowed liim neither 
'Jtio aniwerj nor^even'to hear wiiat was faid around 
htm. Yet that fhtte of trouble and agitation of 
<inind Was not wholly ^devoid of delight^ and, for the 
fii^ft' time fince hi^ misfortune, he now felt' an ar«- 
^ent emotion accom|>anied with a fecret joy. The 
converfation became general, -and then fuddehly 
.turned upon the. challenge which Oger bad given 
:to Gcrold. No one having heard the ftory of the 
-unfortunate Maria, the company were at a lofs to 
account for the warm intereft which Oger took in 
ibehalf of that unknown lady ; alter making man^p 
^conjefitures, they changed the topic, and when they 
were about to retire, Delia, in endeavourin^g to rife, 
iell down again upon her featj and- fainted away. 
The duchefs flew to her afiiftangp and, feeing her 
'.fiallen into a deep fwoon, was Wtrcmely frighted, 
aod had her csurried to her chamber,, whither (he 
herfelf accompanied her. This accident greatly 
alarmed Lancelot ; but Oliver, who wis this cvefiin|j 
rio^re oblijpng than common^ experienced jgreat de- 
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light in difpeHmg^ the uneal&nefs of LtkncelQli zt^ 
^commiinicattng to him what the duche&i had;i>e^ 
-fnentioning reipefting Delia. Beatrice- dtd^nbtrer 
-turn to the faloon. Theobald brought a mefls^ 
from her to the knights> inibrming. them Che h^d 
^oommiflioned him to go the oeait /morniog to th^ 
camp, ip proffer the Prmce of Greece in exchange 
for Oger. Oliver, before he retired to. his chamber^ 
ordered his fquires to lead the fine horfe he had 
taken from prince Adalgrfe to Roger's pavilion* 
Roger accepted the magnificent prcfent ,with grati- 
tude unmixed with embarraffinent ;^ for in.thofe 
times the moft«wealthy knight beftowed gifts )vithout ' 
orientation upon the poorefti who received the .fa<- 
vour without any humiliation. That falfe delic^ef 
fb diftrefling to friendfhip, fo troublefome to- genef- 
Tous minds, and which pride and avarice have fiiicc 
made a virtue, . was then utterly -unknown *. 

-Let us! for a .moment leave the briHiant cpurt of 
Beatrice to fee what was pafEng in, the ^nemy'* 
camp. Bruhier being the uibje^c of the co*int of 
Bavaria, his iirft care aft^r the reti'eat was^to e<0|idvi4t 
his: illuftrious prifoner into Gerold'S',.ttnfr, . The 
prince appeared to be troubled at the fight of Qgfir> 
but he exprefled the moft flattering efteem for him# 
*« We owe," faid he, "the honour of receivang tbo 
valiant Oger into our camp, folely to the rafhnefs 
of his courage, and if we detain^ him, it may be 
thought that I am fearful of renewing the combat ta 
which he challenged, and [which our. broken arms 
did ntft allow us to continue-. I. feel how infer iour 
my own talents :ar^to thofe of foretnowned a knight^ 
but I had ratheagorur a glorious defeat, than the* 
imputation of co^rrdice. You are therefore at li- 
berty ^^ and toHnocrow, at the firft J;)€ams-of dayjt 

* la C9m1>at3, lffcy« Mr. 4e St.. Palaye, th« wealthy Itnigto be^ 
ftoWed upon .the poprcft- the horfcs and other fpoils o^ war. This , 
gcnerpfiEy fcebame in general ufe, and i^ "^as obfcrvie A ift'eVcry'kiri' • 
cwuftaBce of life, &c^ (Se* Mexnoirt of Ancicot Chivalry, Vol. I.>. 
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the hefaldd at arms Ihiall t^ndtift you Mifcto the 
taftfe * of Glebes*"' On ifimfhing thefe 'wbrdsy/the 
•count triad© a <ign to Brfthier and the other 'bfficers, to 
ieav^ ihe tent 5 and when he wasaione with Oger, he 
entreated hitn to -declare how he had knoWn Mari^, 
and to inform him of the place of her' retreat. Oger, 
touched at the generofity o^ the prince, related to him 
without any evaiion, in what manner he had leariH 
the ftory of that unfortunate faii' one. During this 
Telition Gerold^* "^ho Was deeply affe^ed, could not 
refrain <from tears. *' Ah feigttior," faid Oger, "is 
h poffible your great mind (^ah only^ indulge a mo* 
m^ntary ^dmpaffion for the interef^ing ^nd unhappy 
•Maria ! You forfake that tender heiart which yoa 
•yonrftlf wring with anguilfa 5 and ^ou forfake it for 
<a chimera J for the Duchefs of Cleves wHl never 
icohfent to give, you her hand." '« Well," replied 
Geroldy^read then my heatt, it is certain I have 
'never feJt a violent ^afBon but for the duchefs*; you 
icnofw.that incomparable "woman, and ought to con* 
ceive how much time and how tnany ftruggles it muft 
coft to ihake off her chains. I no longer entertain 
any hope, yet I love her to diftraftion. I could 
wiih, at leaft, that her dediny depended oh me ; I 
would willingly be the arbiter of her fate ; theii 
would fhe do juftice to my fenciments, I fhould ob- 
tain her efteem, and gratitude perhaps would pro- 
duce what love has bee«i unable to .effeA : but, iii 
fpitc of this paffion to iN^hi<?h I am a Have, the re- 
membrance of Maria incefTantly purfues me. Be- 
lieve me, were I to find her again', I ihould make no 
htfitation to facrifice to her every other confidera- 
tion ^ and be afiured too, that S^ alone in all the 
world would be able to 'confole (R cure me. Ah ! 
had I known the elevation of her tender and gene^ 
Fous ibuU never ihould I have had the ingrskitude 
and cruelty to^ declare to her, that iu promiling to 
marry ber^ I laboured under an invincible paffion 

for 
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for ?«iotl]^cr.r^Th,e,eiirrwr]ttf ^ fpaomeiM; I^^;<f^ e*F«r* 

gjyf^if' ai» mojjc.tt^ be JsM^eatie^ tji^nijtbefet/wp.yicr 

jtuns of oi^y bafweiW J hjajire b^str^^^ed fny ^^jond:.! 

)^^ve , fc4uced a child. Mew#4 . in ;th0 rgtoom <rf * 

^4oiftpr is for w?r ,be£Qrc a^jr eye?^ ; {and ,M«rijfc too^ ^ 

j^ran^ering apd 4i£confolate ! Maria &) ff)iin^:S9 

f)^uti(\i\, fo iDge^uo^s !^-rI havie qo •otb:^ ic^nCipQ^ 

^ion^ but tiiefe diAra^^ing. thoughts, ^^mbht^red b^ ft 

jpaffiojn unen<;ouTag^ by ■ Jio^^.t^.AHV fc^ i^ffiir^d,, that 

JVleinrad ^nd Mar,^\are ^f^iScientJ^, av'^ilgid-'' -O* 

jTaying this, .tJie c<v^ivt-!^r&U W8-iac^ii|K)«k/Ms.jf\i5i^ 

l^^ijidfi find reo^ai]^ ij^thl^^ •gt;|it^di$.fey^ml «imtiteA. 

|P^r.!th0Q deplaned ke 1^4 ^a4e.^ pl^iot^of oosiceiU^ 

4iig^fais xjcielancholy-Aory, thra^ J|i.e.ha4 r^httd k-U^ 

pq^ one, ^nd that t^ 4udiefs had nq^t the Icftftibitir 

^atioa of it. This afluraDfreg^^ve gredrt &tb£»^i<m 

to (SeroJ4s be fppke agai^ of B^tricfe, and ;t&i€nj^af 

jiielia. Ogeir tojd him, ths^t. tfci^ ywtig l^'.lb«4 

iuuch retired ir0m th.e ^:ouf t^ i^i^ p^&d the^gneatei' 

i>a4?t of her time in ^ hpufe th^ 4uche& lia^ gi^^ 

|ier for a retreat. The convf rfatiori of the d^iittt sod 

Pger lafted a garter of an hov^ longer i ^ben Ogeiif 

puicb, delighted at , tbe ca^Pi:ie.ou9 behaviour of, •G®^ ' 

f Aid, retir«l to tafte the f]?re§tB' of repofci of wfeiot 

Kc iftood in fuph gre^^t need^ The »ext day aitfitn^ 

J(Jf^ the knight ^ofe, and waited njpcm^bexouiit/ to 

fi^p hfis:le^ve; the, latter fijadehic* fevei»al magnU 

£id)5at preff t^tsg ;and • put round his neck a beautiful 

row or tppaze«j faying to him, , aecordtng to the fpi^ 

f\t of gallant|-y :5)^hi<;h prevailed in thefc tipics, ;that 

h^ gav« hm this to, prefent to.jbe hdy by wiota^ia 

nffw kj^lw^d^ AO^ngth, /after laviihiag u^on ttfais 

Danifh ,k;ixight eviP" mark of diftiriftiohi and fciciMi^ 

Ihjp, Qerold jbti^ifelf Accompanied him mit^ of Had 

c,4mpi^ aud J^i^naiflioiied him . to demand- of the ^n-* 

chefs a ecflation of fitms for the .purpofe of paying 

the laA honours to the '^rat riors who had fallen in 

battle/ At a little diftance from the caftle Oger met 

Theobald 
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^tqhiH, who was going fo the cattxp to propose 

the exchange of prince Copftantine andOg er. ,Greatr 

ly.aftoni&ed to fee the latter, Th€obal<r afted hiuji 

iiow he. had phtained his liberty, and he heard with 

gr^at plea(yTe of the generous procedure of Gerjol4p 

He /"Ctiifned to the c^ftte with the Dani^ knight^^ 

* jrhofe arrival occafioned equal joy and furprife. Sea- 

/ tfke, aft^r having heard the relation of Oger, was 

refolyed not to be ontdone in generofity, and (he inif 

nvediately caufed the prince of Greece to be infornit 

cd, that he vra$ no longer a prifoner. The prji?^^ 

"I came to rotum h^ tj^nke ; &e linnoulM^ed to hloi 

the fufpenfion of ^rm^i. aiid prided him 'to remain t 

^£tw days At her .conrt. Conftantin^^ already f*3tll of 

"admiration of the duchefs, accepted the invitation 

vkh pleafure, and in cultivating further acqu^into 

once with her, he became completely diigufted with 

fikt unjuft cauie in which he h^d taken arms,. 



CHAPTE^R XIV. 
MISrAKE, A FALSE^HOOD, A FAULT. 

Toute blanchenr cede a leclat dy fard, 
Et la nature cblouit moins que l*art. 

jr J. 3&. ROUSSTAI7. 

Age des pafiions, trop aveugle jeuneiTe, 

Pu conduis-tu les coeurs a leurs penchans liv;res. 

VoiTAlRE. 

. THE connl: of Bavaria gave way to (nuch fruelan- 
ch^ly refioftion after the interview he^bad with Oger, 
andr recalling to mind $11 the deyLaii of it, he was 
forry he had not made . more partftuUr inquiry con* 
ceniing Delia ; but not having fpokeft of her till to- 
wards the end of the converfation, he w^s unwilling 
to detain Oger a»y longer. Every thing he had 
heard of Selia^ and principally the account which 

Barmecide 
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Barmetide had given him of his interview with hci*> 
excited in his breaft the moft tender concern, and 
the moft* eager curiofity. ^ He fuddenly rccolkfted 
that the duchefs had a(ked him to give order? to h\% 
foldi^rs to refpedl the afyliim of the young lady fee 
prote^ed, and whofe retreat' was a country villa* 
The name of the lady had not been mentioned, but 
Oger had juft informed Ceroid, that Delia frequently 
fecluded herfclf from fociety. On combining thefe 
two fa^s, the count had no longer any doubt but 
^ that Delia was the ''objeft of her care. Oger had 
not denoted the houfe ; but the count imagined he 
himfelf knew where it was fituate, Beatrice having 
given him all nec^flary particulars relative to the ha- ^ 
bitation of the perfon in whofe behalf fee folicited 
iiis proteftion. The count, prompted by eager cu- 
*ioflty, conceived the proje^ of making a vifit to 
the lady whom he imagiived to be the interefting 
and beautiful Delia. The ceffation of hoftilities fa- 
voured his intentions ; and the hopes of meeting the 
duchefs alone and without any retinue, at this houfe^ 
confirmed his refolution. As foon as night came on^ 
he mounted his horfe, left the camp without bdng 
obferved,. and repaired alone to the habitation to- 
which Armoflede had been banifeed. It was now 
the end of January 5 the fnow, the glazed-froft, and 
the piercing coldnefs of the air, rendered this feort 
journey extremely painfuU 

The count at length arrived, and knocked at the 
door. He was made to wait a cOnfiderable time ; 
and he heard great buftleand confufion in the houfe. 
Some one from within, however, came to the door^ 
but the count wa$ required to give his name before 
it could be operfed to him. Perifeing with Cold, 
and out of all patience at this del^y, he announced 
his name ; a new buftle w^s then heard in the houfe^ 
and an inftant after, a perfon returned to the door, • 
and the count was let in. Ceroid haftily pafled 

through 
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through a veftibule iato a ftnall and dark antichajn- 
her^ at the end of which fat a young female, who; 
arofe and met him as he entered, *-^He had only an* 
knperfjeft fight of her, but ihe appeared very charm- 
ing to him. He approached, and faluting4ier in th^- 
moft refpeftful manner, " I flatter myfelf," faid he,» 
<< that the beautiful Delia will attribute the temerity, 
of this vifit to gratitude only, I was dying with irop^*- 
tibnce to thank her in perfon for the interef): £he, 
deigns to take in my poncerns."-^This introduftory, 
5)eech ftrangely furprifed Armoflede 5 but, inftantly 
imagining this would turn out an amufing fcene, flie 
determined, without any hesitation, to confirm Gc- 
XxAd in his mifjbake. She made no reply, and afium- 
ed the attitude and deportment of a timid, baihfiil, 
and afifrighted maiden. She ihewed him on before 
ker, and faid, fomething in a whiiper to a fervant 
who attended her, and jat the fame iniiant entered 
with Ceroid into an apartment which was well 
lighted up. The count gazed with eagernefs on the 
lady he took for Delia y fhe did not feem fo youpg 
as he had been told, but he was enchanted with the. 
graces of her perfoa. Armoflede, after having in 
filence and with downcaft eyes undergone this exa- 
mination, began to fpeak, and in faltering accents 
begged the count to be feated on a fopha ; after 
-which flie fat down by him. Her embarraflment 
furprifed and interefted Ceroid : the more he looked 
at her, the handfbmer fhe feemed ; his fancy had 
not reprefented Delia to him under fo animated a 
£brm, he found Ker indeed lefs beautiful, but more, 
agreeable than he had imagined. In the mean while, 
Armoflede, beginning to take courage, ventured to 
lift up her eyes, and even to fix them upon the count 
of Bavaria. He was handfome, and in the prime, 
of youth ; and the looks of Armoflede exprefled /«- 
genuoujly the efieft he produced upon her.' Ceroid 
forgot, to fpeak of Beatrice } the defire of making 

himfelf 
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hi»felf agreeaWe to Delia now engi'otffeJ all hh at-' 
t«ntion. He faid eVerjr thihg which gaUaiitry could 
iniptte, atid'then took occafion to a£lt her in what; 
part of his dominions ihe was born. ** Signior, 
refilied Armoflede, « I am not a native ctf that part 
of your territories which lie upon the' frontiers of the 
duchy ' of Cleves } I have the happihefs to " call the.' 
place which bears yOUr na^mc my country ; I was" 
born in the county of Bavaria. My parents infifting 
upon toy marrying a* man I difliked, I efcapefd their 
tyranny by flight, and under a borrowed name I haveF 
taken refuge at this court; I fhun the world, I live 
in folltude, aftd in this retreat I feel additional^fa- 
^tisfa^ion in* confidcrihg that lam hereunder your 
protciftion, fince you have given orders that my afy- 
lum fhould be refpe£led." This anlwer, which con-^ 
tafned fo many tender diings for the count> increafe<f 
his ailonifhment and his prepofieffion in her favour.' 
^ How greatly," faid hi^, " is the man to be lament-, 
ed who "has not been bleft with your Napprobatioiij 
and from whom you are now flymg ! — But why,' 
charming Delia, did ybu- not make application to* 
me ? My authority might have been ufeful to you/^ 
--.•^Toyou! great God!" cried Armoflcde. The 
vchetnence of this- exclamation, aiid afterwards the 
exceflive embarraflhient with which Armofledc wafe' 
feized, feemed to Ceroid a kind of explanation ; hc"^ 
fancied that he himfelf was loved by this young Jady/ 
' who, probably, upon his reputation, had given hiei'- 
felf up to a romantic paflion, whieh flic nouriflied^ 
withbut hope, and vJ^hich occafibned that apparent 
infenfifbility and the melancholy with which flie v^as* 
taxed; Ceroid recdlleaed that Barmecide, after hi^ 
interview' with Delia, had eiitertained that notion/ 
and' hb himfeif had now no doubt of it. The fingu- 
lairity of this pafGon, and the charms of her who! 
felt it, the virtue, the innocence he afcribed to her, 
all combined to excite the attention and flattei- the 

' . felf- 



f«lf-loVfe of^hfe gallant aftflJ fitfcle count of Bararia. 
Hd iffififted i^ to have ^comprehended the mfeahing 
-of the'Jn&^udferrt ekdamatioy; he was anxfoti's to- 
elitoi't a-iBore foriAal avowal^ and imagining he was' 
taking the advantage of unfiifpefting innocence, he' 
had r^courfef to much art, to fall himfclf into, the' 
fnarcs of vice ^and impofture. His fole dcBgri ^s to ' 
i feciire' Ms trifenph ovei*'an ingenuous heart, aiid^'He 

/{ f&rgdt-it was'in'this manner- he (educed the ttnfoirtil-: 

date ' Maria. Hb' a&etf Ai*moflcde fome qucftibris; 
and anttotig othi^s, how 16*rg he hW been fo hapj^y* 
as to intereft her. <** Prdfei the day, faid flle, " in' 
which r Had £rft the happiriefs of feeing yoii.^ 
<* How,** eagerly returned the count, much aftoriifh- 
ed> <*^ you have fecn^me then, and I was unacquainted 
wiirhj thit honour ?" — «< You prefided at a public 
cciremohy, and T was loft in the crowd'." — ** At, 
farely I ought tb^have diftinguifhed you there. — Htit 
-^how long ago iat thir ?"—*-«< Two tedious years 1*'—* 
<^'Pcrmit me to afk 6he' other qufeftion ; I feel fo 
ft'rohg a defire of being of fervicc to you, that I may' 
confidei' myfelf as having fome claim to' your confi- ' 
dehce.**-i-On faying this, he ftkzed her hand ; that 
•ha^tid fo- remarkable- for its beauty reminded hini of "^ 
Marians* He fighed j but li was from emotion niof^ ' 
thanretooriei — " Charming' Delia j*' continued h^, 
<*- yoti h^ve left your home to avoid a marriage your ' 
parents propofed to you ; but tell me, was your avigr- * 
ueyn' the only caufe-of the violent refolution you 
have tafccn ?" Upon this Armoflede, caftlng dbwa 
hfere^es, confefKd fhc loved anothfer. «< And hbVi^' 
loilg- have you loved him ?" demanded Gerdld. 
"For tt^O yfears/' x'Cj^liisd Armoflede in the mdtf 
indode^t Planner; The anfwcr was fo plain and* 
* ^firhplei that the count was perfuadcd fhe could not'' 
think it poffible he fliould imagine hinifdf to b6 
the happy man.— ^fle ftitt pretended to have no fuf- 
pkiou of' this; aad^after' a moment's filence, occa- * 

fioned 
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fioned by a.xonfu&onidiic}| each mon>0iit jncf ^^fed^" 
«< 1 do not/' replied he^ 'Salk youtwliie|:liLpr'^jLi be 
beloved y to be afliiredof ?tl>at, it, is^iioug^ foolifa'r;, 
and fee you*" Here Arnioflec'^ feemed unable toj 
dlflemble what flie felt ; Q^^ began to be quite agi-* 
tated) fhp turned ^fide her head as if fh^^ would, aypid ' 
the looks of Ceroid^ at laft . flie arofe, ,and .w4th a 
faint voice begged to be allowed to retire a joaoment.*: 
At the fame time fhe advapcedja few pace% putting'^ 
her handkerchief up to her eyes.; th^ cou^jt riaflved 
towards her^ and fpized both her hai^fds *, her fi^ce ; 
was uncovered^ and he faw it was bathed in tears. 
Armoflede, in great alarm, exclaimed^ << Ahy how, 
cruel you. are!" And Ceroid^ forgetting Beatrice- 
and Maria^ and all his love and Temorfe, fell upon . 
his ki\ees to Armoflede, who, all in tear§, and upable 
to fupport • herfeif, funk g?ntly into his arms.— At . 
this inftant was diftinftly heard the pace of aihorfe 
on full gallop (for the room was on the ground floor, 
and lay towards th^ rqad), and in a moment the 
Toice of Oger was recognifed ; who, before he came. 
tb the door, thus gave notice of his arrival, that he 
might not ivait to be let in.. The found of. that 
Toice was a thunder-ftroke for Armoflede j ftie k«iew 
that Oger had been taken prifo^ierj and £he fuppofed 
him to be ftill in the enemy's camp. Full of difquie- - 
tude and terrour, flie broke from the arms of Gc- 
Told, haftlly informing him, that Oger fometimes 
came to her from the duchefs ; that he was, without 
doubt, now charged with fome commiffion; that 
flxe was obliged to receive him 4 that, fliowld he f<^e • 
the count with her, he would mention it to Beajtric^, 5 
and fhe then intreated him to go away, through, the 
back-door, or. elfe conceal hipafelf in heir ^chamber, ; 
adding, that Oger would not flay long, that {he . 
Would foon difmifs him. Ceroid accepted the latter 
propofal. At this moment a feryant entered, and 
inquired what anfwer was to be given to the Danifh: 

knight, 
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Ibiight, irii6 cdtttiisocU. kxioddiig^ viQlent1|r at fhe 
'<ioor. Armofliede ordei^ him ,to be 1^ ia.^ ;a(\the 
fame time (he led the count into a fmaU paflkg^ acid 
there ihow«d him her chamber; and immedia&dij re- 
turned back, flittttlng alt the doots.after hsr. The 
€Ottnt ojpenedtbe door he iiad been ihoMm, and he 
entered therooiii, which was Armi^defa ibedr-cham* 

^•ber. Afingle taper placed <on a table lighted the 
apartment, which was (pacious. Ceroid &t down^ 

; and beginning to refleA upon the whole of this ad- 
venture, the ▼iik of Oger at eight o'olock at mght 
appeared extremely extraordinary. >He 'was ac- 
quainted with the delicacy and the ftriA principles of 
the ducheis ; he could not conceive how fhe could 
have had the imprudence to fend a khightupon thefe 
nocturnal errands, andthusexpofe the reputation of 
her young friend. Befides, he was much aftonifhedy 
that the modeft and timid Delia had propo&d to him 
to wait in her bed-chamber till Oger was gone. While 
he was thus reflefking, he caft his eyes by chance 
upon the table near which he was fitting ; and per- 
ceiving fomething brilliant lying in an open caflcet^ 
he looked, and inftantly recogniied the topaz chain 
which Oger had. that fame morning received from 
him. His aftoni(hment was extreme; (for this inci- 
dent left no doubt upon his mind of the intelligence 
between Oger and the pretended Delia.— Confounded, 
and equally piqued ahd fiirprifed, the count arofe 
from his feat in great agitation, and walked with hafty 

'fteps about the chamber. After a few turns, coming 
up to a window, the curtams of which were let down, 
he heard Somebody ihe^ze and cough. He turned 
^bout, and perceived t#o feet under the curtain; 
Which the count immediately drawing a&le, he dif- 
covered Sylvan, .OgefN little page, whom he in- 
ftantly recojlefted, ; having feeii him fevcral times- at 
Theobald's houfc during the late truce. This dl^o* 
very appeared fo ridiculous to Ceroid j that it inftantly 
Vol. U. H difpcllcd 
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dMpelled his ill humour ; he budt iftt;o z £t of la^gb- 

* terj aad begittning to qucftion Sylvan, .the Utter 
'blufhediand replied^ that when the = count caoxe in, he- 
rin and hid him&lf /hereinftead of going away ?s he 

'had been ordenedi; ^Gtrold aifced iio, farther qqef- 
*^onB. "** I give you. notice," ifa4dhe> « that^yoyr 

• mafter is notir in the houfe/'r^At this Sylvan tr^m- 
bledy .and was defirous of gomg away ; bv^ tt^e coypt 
taking hold 'of .him, << Stop a moment," returned he j 
.<< m what manner xaa you thM:ik of getting out with- 
*out being ohferved ?"-M< Through a ba^k door, -of 
which I ha\te the key,^' s^nfwered the page. — «« Well/* 
faid Ger<^d, ^ you. fhall Ijet me out tpo : you may 
pely on ray .difcrction, but on condition that you 
yourfelf are dtfcreet^ 'and it is ^ever difcovered that 
you axsd i met together here." Sylvan promifed fe- 
crecy. • Gerold then ^rote the following ihort billet t 
^< I advife the inmcent and hajhful Delia to provide 
herfelf with a larger • houfe s her prefent habitation is 
-much too imall for tht kind of mifanthropf whijch de- 
tains her in folitudc" 

This billet he fafteaed to. the topa? chain, and then 
'went out with the young page« They paffed through 
a veftibule which led to the back yard \ there Sylvan 
opened a door> and let the count and himfelf out 
upon a heath. The night was exceedingly dark : Ce- 
roid wandered twice round the houfe before he could 
find' his horfe, which hp had tied t6 a tree. SyUan 
nilifled him in this fearch ; and coming at laft to.the 
tree, he untied the horfe, and led him to the cou^t* 
The latter, when Sylvan took l€;ave of him^^ iaiked 
him what he intended to do, at this late hour, aiid 
without any horfe. Sylvan replied, that he fhpujd 
wait till day-break at a cottage a little way off. The 
count, after having again urged »him to be difcreet> 
returned to th'e camp as mucb^ di^Tatisfi^d with his ex- 
curfion, as iurprifed to have difcovered in De^a, who 
had been reprefentcd to him xxx , fuch an interefting 

point 
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jpoint of view, nothing but hypoq"ify and the inpft 
fcandalous depravarion of manners. He copfidered 
liowever, that the world might well be duped by her 
artifices, when he recollefted how far he himfelf had 
admired her apparent candour and iimocence, and 
that fhe had even appeared to him more tender- 
hearted and ingenuous than Maria heirfelf. But he 
could not conceive how fhe could perfift in difdajning 
the fuit of Lancelot, a knight fo commendable for 
the amiablenefs of hi^ difpofition, the brilliancy of 
his wit, atid the graces of his perfon. Not beiag 
^ble to account for the motive of this odd averfion^ 
he concluded, that women are inexplicable beings, 
and exclaimed, ^« O Beatrice, you alone are free froAi 
weaknefs and caprice ; and Maria alone is capable of 
loving !" — "While difcfontent and ill-humpur thus 
prompted the count of Bavaria to tnoralife, th^ Da- 
nifh knight was flill more unpleafantly fituate. He 
had'ariticipated with great delight the idea of agree- 
ably fuTpriiing Armoflede by an unexpected return. 
Sylvan had not quitred his mafler during the battle, 
^nd had beeii taken prifoner with him : the next day, 
Oger, concealing from him that he had regained his 
liberty, had only obferved that he was permitted to 
fend his page on a commiffion ; and had difpatched 
him with the row of topazes to Armoflede, and to 
inform her he hoped his captivity would not be of 
long duration. At the fame time he forbad Sylvan 
to go to the caflle ; and he gave him befides a fecond 
meffage, which would have taken up the remaining 
part of the day. The^ young page, equally ena- 
moured and giddy, made no fcruple of difobeying his 
mafter, or rather he forgot himfelf in Armoflede's 
company. Oger, having taken all thefe precautions, 
arrived indeed without being expe£led j but he could 
not have chofen a moment in which his vifit was more 
< unwelcome and difagreeable. Arniofiede,^ refolving 
at all events to get rid of 'him, had recourfe to an ex- 

H 2 pedient,' 
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'pedlent, common now-a-days, but really fublime for 
thofe rude times i ffie afFe^ed a violent attack of the 
nerves ; Ihe fell into fuch ftrong and well-varied con« 
vuliionsj that the greateft adept in this way^ of the 
prefent age, could not aA a more natural or alarming 
fcene. The good Daniih knight, who had never feen 
any thing of the kind before, was overwhelmed with 
concern and difquietude, and began to call the fer- 
vants. Hie diforder was new i phyfic had not yet 
difcovered a remedy for it ; and in thofe unenlight- 
eiied days the eilence of orange flowers was nothing 
' more than a perfume, and linden-tree water was un- 
known ! — In the fpace of half an hour, Armoflede 
was in a condition to declare to Oger, that (he irifhed 
to go to bed ; that repofe and fleep only could recover 
'her. He was defirous to fit up with her ; but ihe aF- 
fured him, that if he remained in the houfc^ hfir 
' emotion would be fuch as would not allow her to 
ileep : to this fhe added many pafGonate expreflions.; 
and as ihe had ilill nurithlngs and Jlariings at com* 
mand, Oger no longer infiiled upon ftaying \ and full 
of attention, love, and regret, he returned to the 
caftle, and determined never again to furprife 2nd 
alarm a woman of fuch extreme feniibility. He ar* i 
rived at the caitle at ten in thevevening. As he came 
into the court which led to his apartment, he called 
his fquire, who inilantly appeared with a light. 
Ifambard, who lodged by him, was this moment 
going acrofs the court ; he came up to Oger in order 
to rally him upon this no^rnal expedition. Oger 
alighted from his ileed ; and his fquire, looking at 
the animal, cried out, << What, feignior^ you have 
trucked ypur horfe.** Upon .this Oger ^looked, and 
rhvf another horfe with trappings quite different from 
his own. He remained motionleis with ailonifhment ^ • 
and the fquire continued, <' The truck is. good, the 
ileed is the handiemer of the two, and the faddle in« 
finitely more v^uable than yours*, it has the colours 
• and 
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ftndf cypher of the count of ^a^raria^} aod-I know his, 
horfe; again, having feen the prince feveral times 
mounted upon him." Oger too recognifed him^ and 
continued bewildering h}mfelf in the reflections, to 
which this ftrange metamorphofis had given birth. 
Ifambard had a glimpfe of the real truth, and, beiiig 
inclined to examine into this ihyftery, took Oger by 
the arm, and led him into his own apartment. Oger, 
# Uuraliy of a communicative difpoiition, replied 
without evafion to all Ifambard's queiltons, and the 
latter had no doubt, but that Armpflede had found 
means to form an intrigue with the count of Bavaria. 
He did not diflemble his opinion to the Damfb 
knight, who ftiil continued to take the lady's part, 
allowing, however, that fhe was defeAive in princi- 
jde, but maintaining, at the fame time, that fhe was , 
incapable of perfidy. " Believe me, my dear Oger," 
replied Ifambard, <<that a woman will deceive and 
betray without fcruple, when fhe goes aftray without 
rcmorfe." 



CHAPTER XV. . 
A FAIN RESOLUTION. 

On brave un terns Timour^ mais. enfin il fc vcnge. 

Destovche?. . 

Sermeot d*aiiner toujours, ou de n'aimer jamais. 
Me paroit un peu texneraire. ...... 

VoLTAtllE. 

THE flight impreiSion, which the remonflrances of 
Ifambard had made upon the mind of Oger, was 
quickly effaced by the converfation and falfehood of 
^he artful Armoflede. On the departure of Ogerihe 
had found the count of Bavaria's billet in her cham^- 

ber. 
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bcr. At fifft her anger was equal to her cotifufion j 
but afterisrards, when ihe began to refledt, that Ceroid 
had taken her for Delia, her atrociotis mind felt con- 
foUtion at the idea of an adventure, which difhonour- 
cd a young and innocent perfo6, whom ihc invete- 
rately hated. • ' 

In the mean while Oliver, more agitated than 
ever, was unable to chafe away the reflexions, which 
the remembrance of all he felt, on receiving from 
the duthefs the prize of Valour, excited in his mind. 
He fti!l flattered himfelf, that in Beatrice he only 
adored the image of Celanira, and he continued to 
conlider this new paflion as nothing elfe thiln a proof 
of eternal conftancy. But he could not deceive him- 
felf refpefting the fcntiments of Beatrice, and, being 
affured 6f her affe6lion, he fhuddered at thinking he 
was the rival of Ifambard. This diftrefling idea 
awoke new remdrfe in his foul, and prompted him to 
make arefolution to fhun with more tban ufual care, 
not only all private interviews with Beatrice, but 
every thing which might promote any intercourfe 
at all with her. But, on this very day, as he was 
going along a gallery of the palace, he met her 
alone ; fhe was returning from the apartment of 
Theudon, whom fhe often went to fee iince he had 
been confined to his bed by a dangerous wound (30). 
Oliver, on perceiving the duchefs, was going to re- 
tire ; fhe called to him, and, quickening her pace in 
order to overtake him, " I am happy to meet you*," 
faid file, " as I want to obtain your confent to fome- 
thing which I have much ac heart." Oliver, fur- 
prifed at this, requefted to hear her commands. " I 
have remarked," replied fhe, " how fond you are of 
Zemni, and how flrongly he is attached to you ; I 
confefs I have more than once afked him fome quef- 
tions ; he has related his flory to me, and from that 
moment I have felt great interefl for a youth who 
Owes his exiflence to the valour and generoiity of Oli- 
ver.— 



"#%r.-^t am informe*, ^at, iii the latfe viftory gamed 
avci* our enemie5> heidii^kyed'tliemoft brilliant cou- 
i:^ge; I wifh to confer lip^h him the honour ci 
kfilghtho<)d ; docs this obtain yout confent ?'' Oliver, 
iftifthi a^^ed, only fighed arid bowed. « Well," 
laid -tltci duchefs, «< the ceflation oiF arms will expire 
ill ;fivfe days ; let Zemniknow, that 'the day after to- 
morrow hie fhall be received into the order of chi-' 
*^fy;" Oii faying this^, Beatrice^ without waiting 
fc«*his anfw^r, left the Knight of th^ Swan, and r^- 
tlirned (td her* ap^rt^ment. CMivcr went eagerly in- 
qviifi- of Zeftmi, to inform him of the kindneft of the 
jJriticcfs. Zemni, bdng quite trani[|>orted with de- 
light, in the effulibns of his gratitude entered into 
the moff touching euloglum of th^ duichefs's goodnefs. 
He mentioned many interefting traits^f it j it was 
thefii»fttimehe had indulged the pleafut^e of praifing 
Ker' to his mafter| for the ftriking refemblanice of 
Beatrice to Celanira had always pt'evented him from 
ipeaking of her. Oliver liftened with fo much fatis-i* 
fadlidii to his difcourfe, that it engrofied ]all hi* attcfn-' 
tion till fupper*time, and during the reft of the 
evening, he appeared abundantly more' thoughtful and-' 
abfbnt than ufual. 

After fi&pper, Lancelot, leading Oliver i in to a clofet 
liear the faloon, requcfted him to take, ehirgfe of' a 
letter to Delia j for, of all the knights aflembled at 
the caftle, Oliver appeareth^ta pofTefs the greateft 
fhare of Delia's friendfhip 5 lefs bafliful with him than 
With the reft, Ihe frequently fat next him at table, 
and fhe admitted him often as a third perfon in the 
walks fhe took every mornihg-with Amalberga. Oli- 
ver being lefs infociable to the frieqd of Beatrice, 
found a fecret gratification inherTpciety; moreover, 
the referve and deep melancholy of that young lady 
infpired him with tendernefs and concern. Lancelot 
believed hiWelf loved by Delia; but, as fhe always 
fhunned him, and as he xi^ver could attain to fpeak to 

her 
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her ^lon^f be entpcsateji QU ver tc deliver z letter from 
hun».' which he had tfeca jiift- writing to her. Thc^, 
two fcnigbts* agMed) that Oliver on the morrovF 
{bfmJd^ inftetd of waiting for PeUa in the g^den^ 
repair to her apartment an hour before the w^ r tb^r 
he fliould then deliver Lancelot's letter, and fpeab.id' 
her in his behalf. On the nesU day Oliyer^ at fien 
o'clock^ went' to Delia's* apavtment for the firft time |r 
for, notwithftaading the fcin4 of mlimac}| which wasr 
eftabliihed between them> as the djd not receive v]&t$y 
he had never been at her rpeipis* Coming fo th^ 
door, and feei^ nohe^f in i|> he- wa^ going to knock ^. 
but the dooTi which was noit faft^nedj opened the 
xnomentihe put his hand t^ h : hetlien entered foftljr* 
Not finding a^f hodyeitber in tbeantichamber or the 
drawisg-rnoda^ he concluded^ that Delia was, ahrea^jT 
gone nut : cafting his eyes^ however, towards a -cIck, 
fet, the door of which lay opeiH he entered, it ;t butr 
fearcelf had he put his foeft-: within this clofet, thaa- 
he gav« 9f loud cry, and; daggered againft the wain** 
(cot,, where he remained iMtionlek^ and almoft.en«n 
tif el^ deprived of the ufe of hifr fen&s. The fur- . 
pri&ig fight he beheld was ind^d fiifficient to pro«^ 
duce fuch an effeft upon him ! — Of this the readeir. 
will judge in the mxc chapter^ whi(;h contain^ the 
detail of this^ ftrange viiion* i: 



y I ! »m 



CHAPTER XVL 
DjiNGfiROUS ILLUSJON. 

. Manca il parlar ; ,di vivo altro non chiedi» 

Ne mancn. quefta ancor, ie agli occhi credi. 

Tasso, 

LET the reader imagine^ if it be poiSble, what 
Oliver muft, have felt,, wh€n> inftead of her he was 

looking 
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looking for, he -thought he beheldi not indeed the. 
duche^ of Cleve«s but Celanira herfelf, juft in the 
manner ihe appeared to him the firft time he faw her 
in the princefs Emma's apartment, and dreffed in the 
fi^fhion of her ovm country. As he entered this clo-^ 
fet he beheld the image of Celanira in the fame atti- 
tude> ftanding up, with her back turned towards 
him ; he recognifed her fhape, her head-drefs, her 
long treffes of light hair, her clothes of the fame 
form and the fame colour ; in a word, he found hei! 
in every refpefl: fo refembling, that, in the firft mo- 
ment of inexpreilible furpriie, the idea of Beatrice 
never once entered into his imagination. At the cry 
he uttered fhe turned about, grew pale, and,/ being 
ftruck with aftonifliment almoft equal to his own, {hoi 
fupported herfelf againft a table, and looked fted** 
fiaftly at him without faying a word. — Oliver feeing 
ber face, and ob&rving the palene& of it,, and' the 
colour of her hair, ftill imagined Celanira was before 
him. He contemplated her with diftra£ted looks ; 
but at length the duchefs breaking filence, '< Oliver,'* 
faid fhe, ** chance has difcovered a myftery to you», 
of which you yourfelf were the obj.e6L— Iknowhow 
much you have regretted not having the pidhire of 
her you loved ^ I wanted to fiirnifh you, with it. t 
was anxious, that the refemblance, which renders myr 
fight fo painful to you, nug^t at leaft for once pro-, 
cure you fome confolation. During the laft fortnight 
I have come here every morning (having communis 
cated my intentions to Delia only), to drefs myfelf ia 
thefe' borrowed locks, and in thb garb. My owi^ 
perfon has ferved me for a model v but, embelliihed 
by art,, this portrait, which I have juft cempleted^^ 
will remind you of nothing more of Beatrice thai> 
her tender friend fliip, while it prefe&ts to your eyea 
the loved features of Celanira." Thus fpeaking, fhe 
docheis prefented the pi£iur6 to* the Knight of the 
Swan. Oliver; all difmayjed, fell !at her feet; crying 

H 3 put, 
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out, " Ah riet me proftrate myfelf before her true 
image.** Beatrice could only anfwet with tears. Oli- 
ver feized her two hands, and, prefling them, again ft 
bis heart, << Yes," continued he, " it is fhe, 1 fee 
her again ! — -That look is hers ! — her foul appears in 
thofe eyes ! — O, thou dear objeft of ail my adoration^ 
tell me, if by a new prodigy thou art come to make 
amends for my long fufferings. — What, wilt thou fly 
'me ? art thou already going to difappear ? No ! no, 
I will follow thee^nto the darknefs of the grave j 
death, which has feparated us, ought a,t leaft to re- 
unite us.*' Atthefe words theduchefs, in great ter- 
ror breaking from his arms, "My dear Oliver," faid 
flie, * rccognife the fad Beatrice, awake from this 
frightful error, put an end to a fatal and too dear il- 
lufion." — «< Well then," interrupted the unhappy 
Oliver, *< relieve me from the load of life." — On fay- 
ing this, he threw himfelf upon a fofa which was near 
bim, and, coveriiig his face with his hands, he gave 
. free fcope to his tears. ^ Beatrice, pale and flbivering 
^ith terror, remaintd ftanding by him v<rithout Ven- 
turing to open her lips. — " Ah ! madam," returned 
Oliver with a voice interrupted by fobs, " what have 
you been doing ? — It is not a remembrance only' 
which you h^ve^been reftoring me — You have taken 
bicr from the tomb, you have given her back to me. 
—I faw Celanira's eyes fix themfelves upon mine — I 
felt her warm tears fall upon my face ! — It v^s her 
trembling hand which I prefled to my bofom ! — You 
have taken barbarous fport in re-kiridling iri this fad 
heart all the tranfports 'of loye !— O, cruel Beatrice, 
• you have only reanimated my exigence in order to re- 
ftore all the anguifh of my former regret !" " O hea- 
vens," interrupted the duchefs, fhedding a €ood of 
tears, ** what killing reproaches ^re thefe ! — But muft 
Icndeavourtojuftifymyfelf?— Oliver ! can it bepof- 
fiblc, Oliver, that you have not yet read my heart ?** 
f— This qucftion made Oliver ftart •, he joined his 

hands 
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&ands togetlxdr, and, turning tc^wsirds>thedmhefs In 
a fuppUcating attitude, and with the tnoft ingenuous 
expreffion of grief and tendemefs, << O deign,'' faid 
ke, " to bewail a lamentable error ; k is at your feet 
that Imuft implore forgivenefs^-^Biitcaw I again find 
myfdf tiacere, without relapfing. intd* this guilty deli-' 
rlum ?''-^« Is it Oliver/' replied Beatrice j ** who- 
calls upon me to bewairhim ? Can hebe < ignorant of' 
the excefs of * the dangerous compaffion with which he 
has been able to infpire me ? >And when his pains and 
forrows have pai&d into my own foul, when I par- 
take of ail he feels, can he ilill feign to mifiinderftand 
my fentiments ?'' At thefe wol-ds, Oliver j quite be-- 
fide hiinfelf raifed his looks to -Beatrice, oh whom he* 
had not yet dared to fix them fmce he had iitt0ja^' 
d<^wn. "• Great God," cried he, <<is thisdilla^il^' 
luiion !"---*.« >No," replied. the duchefs 5 " tjiis^feeart; 
which has hitterto been fo infeh€ble, is wholly- 
yotirs : may I hope,.01ivcri that the tendernefs and> 
the hand of; Beatrice might at laft ^dminifter confoW 
tion to you ?" On uttering thefe words, fhe held- out* 
her- hand." ' Oliver trembled,'^ and the duche6 obferved' 
with terror his brow begin to darkq^ his countenance: 
alter, and* aflume the looks of defpair. «He took hold •' 
of her hand) and clofely prefBng it between/ his: owhp 
he kept filence a moment; tlien .looking at ihe 
duchefs with a gloomy and. dMaflrous;^ countenance, 
<• This hand,*' faid he," this pure and beneficent^ 
hand canndt be united to that- of < a murdcrec.' ' Cela«45 
nira was my -wife, her -virtue wasMequairtp her ch'ai'tos ^ 
I was^ her ailaffin, it was:I w(ho^killedheri"f*^Atithia 
terrible declaration the uiifortiinateduchefs, who was 
feat^ on the fofa, let .fall. her;, head upon Oliver's - 
ihouMer 5 a thick clcfud fppeadiover her eyes, wych : 
were aU bathed in tears ; and, :no 16nger feeing or; 
hearing the unhappy knight j adeep fwooh fufpended 
for a while the' forrow trfikhyhad torn her hearts 
piiveri on feeing Boatrioe J|[tDg m his .bofoin> felt a 
- .' fcnfatipB 
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ffiiifiiti£Mllrki<th is not to isedefcribpd ;, « KofRr^" faid 
ht, «^lhe knows* my crime, flie, will feeL nothing, but 
horvor on finding , herfelf in my arms«-**-I' h»ve. 
deftroyed her tfsnderneTs^andt loft her eftecm1*^Ce« 
Itoira! Ifasi^fd.l O Gtemal and fecred remem^ 
brancesi. fuftain? my refi>lotion/^-^On. uH!erjbg:t£»9fe 
forro\«ful cooapiaiots, Oliver had gently: laid tbes . 
duchefsupon oae ckf the cufhionft' p£ the fo&ii &c> 
qntckly recovered ber^ftoiissr the firfl word (he pro-r 
nounced was. the namer o£ CMiYei^ and;her ikft.k)idc. 
fnfficiemly indicated that heir hearlr.ftil^k^ remained- un-. 
changed., « Unfortunate OHvery" Cried ihej «< ther 
fentimeiMis of.Beatrice fluill:jii£blfyLyour genenoua coi)»« 
fid^nce^^-^ Ah,, never list us.fpeak.of th^ Heart-rend*i 
iv^^itdd terribleiccret^-^i anitceiitadn' feme fatal ermr 
vasbot&thecaufeand.exca&diF that^dreadfnl event^^ 
apd: tbe excefs <^. your gmeE tehtiat but to increa&rmy: 
attachment." Thefe tendietr wardstexcitedlthe^armeftr 
fenfe of.jnatitude in thebnea^ df. Qliver. But,^ too/ 
deeplyr affefked to malce replyv he lifted, his eyes to^ 
heaven in a manner fo {x»thetic, tfaaimo words eonld: 
better, eyprefs what he felt* 13ie dnjchefs. made a. 
iign tohim to fit down by^ her r.-^ It-is late/i' faoA ihfy 
<^ we muft quickly $sparateB^:aiid tefore: I leaAreyou^. 
Oliver,. £ will lay open my fonittotydnuf Bfy/ ehsur^o 
ter has- always been, ill undtribgod: j delkacy, and not : 
pride, haa hitherto .|»ielerved me: from love^ In. rct*. 
je£dng tfaeivows of' fo many ^prihces^ I difdained oikly 
the.<firetettfio&« of ambition and vanity ; I wanted: a 
heart tfa^ wasci9e(l{xmfiare'tormy'owjii;,Lhayertfaxnight, 
tbat;ffioh-a heart, indeed exSfted^ andr t^e- confidera-^ 
tion, . that in. all ptobalnilty I fhoijdd-never meet with 
it, has often difturticdi the quiet qf' my mindi; 'fee- 
haps^ too, iuid I to myfelfi this: obje^ c^pahlisjof 
feding an attachment like that of whichi X have 
formed an idea, is libewife vjunly/fedKing^fi3r: a^heartr 
refembling his own> or> perchance i» en^ged by oi^ee 
lic$$ per£u»the dAffcs^nipeof tmticsmki(ms mMe^ 

the 



. THE SWAN., tS7 

i^ mdbe: dtftin£Hons of rank^ wiQ fax cvet keep m 
afuqder and unknown to each other. This Idea com- 
pletely qdnvinced me how abfurd the prejudices of 
fearth^ar&v^^ fentiment now coniirxned the opinioni 
^ich ceafon, had Ijefpre fuggefted. . Such was my 
Ikua^i^fi whenOgier the £)ane. arrived here \ he Tpoke 
t^ m^ oi. yaOf. s^d^j^omthat inilant my heart, which 
bficL beeiii long in.queflof fuch an'objeft, divined you 
ta be th|?. lover I fouglu, and expected you. Xbe 
^Q^H^fi^rfol «ffb£b,of compaiiion,, the brilliancy of your 
i^putatidii). the force of fympathy, the conformity of 
Hafles and opinionsi all have concurred to promote 
i»;i^ attachment to you. I have thought you might 
• have learned toiove one^ who recalled to your mind 
the deaiic objed of your regret !-rBut I am now too 
WjeU Qonvinced^ that you can no looger love,, and that 
I muAifbr ever give up all hopes of confoUng you. I 
fhall.be able to triumph over a paffion which you can^ 
not ihare; at. leaft, it' will for ever fpcure me from 
being! the flaveto another. However^ I am in want 
o£ » friend and protestor. — Olivci: — can you refufe* 
mpoA fuch«cpndi,rions,, to remain with me. ?**-^<' Ah V* 
«qplied OUiterj << could I be capable of forming a de-* 
figntojFJeavinig yoiji, as long as.my fervices and my 
liwevdcould be ufeful to you !"— « They will ever.be 
ibj^' retumed Beatrice.' " Gonfider my fituation^ 
i^onfider my youth ; ihpuld a glorious peace put au 
epA to^this unjuf^ war, I ihall fixid myiHf alone, and 
fdrrounded by ambitious ne^hbours more irritated 
jthan ever againft me ; they will be defirous of aven- 
ging themfelves of my triumph and refufal, war will 
be kindled afrefh, and I fliall be the viAim of it. 
But| with the fupport of Oliver alone, I fhall have 
nothing to apprehend,, and of that fupport I can only 
afiure myfelf by making him reign over the domi- 
nions which are fubjed to my fway. Could I make 
hiia my fovereign, or adopt him for a brother, I . 
Ihoald not perilft in offering him my hand ^ but con- 
<" r* ' fider* 
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fider, Oliver, that with regai'd to the united intfeVefts 
of my reputation, ^my glory, and my fafety, I have 
tio other means of living with you as your filler. It 
is only at the foot of the altar that I can declare you 
the proteftorof this ftate,.and my own/'-^At thefe 
words Oliver fell at the feat of Beatrice.' «* Sub- 
lime and generous woman," cried "he ; " what are 
you ' propofing ? — No — the unfortunate, the guilty 
Oliver can never be honoured with the auguft name of 
your liufband !— ^Ah ! would you indeed beconie 
my fifter f— Ifambard, the moft virtuous, the moft 
amiable of men, dares to adore you' in fecret, and 
he is my brother." — " No more/' interrupted the 
ducheis arifing from* her feat, « let us forget this fed 
interview, be aiRired 1 fhall never recall tne remem- 
brance of it to you 5 but I likewife expe£l, that you 
will never mention to me the liame of Ifambard*** 
On finifhing thefe words, the duchefs, without look- 
ing at Oliver, moved to the other fide of the cabinet, 
arid opening the door, difappeared in an inftant* 
Oliver continued in the greateft diftrefs and confter- 
nation imaginable i he furve jned with • a ftiipified air 
the place which Bcatt-ice had juft quitted, alid he 
could not tear hii;nfelf from the fatal clofet. At laft, 
joufing up all his refolution,. he advanced fome ftcps- 
towards the door 5 he fuddenly ftopped on the recol- 
leftion of the picture which was left upon the table $ • 
he then feized it with a fluttering heart, and haftfty ' 
went out of the chamber. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 
r H E DREAM. 



Think me not loft : for thee I heaven implore ! 
Thy guardian angel, though a -wife no rnore^ ' 

Mira come Ton bella o come lieta 

Fedel mio caro, e in me il ttio duolo acqneta. 



Savage. 



Tasso. 



OLIVER, unable to appear in public, palled the 
whole day in his chamber. Ifambard and Roger were 
abfent on a commiffion with which the duchefs had 
charged them ; they were gone to meet the beautiful' 
Axiana, countefs of Carcauone, the celebrated widgw 
of Balahac, who was expefted on the following ,day.' 
This princefs, after the death of Balahac, had taken 
the comniand of his army, gained fever al battles, and 
made a glorious peace with the generals of Charle-' 
xnagne (3 1 ^ Having heard of the lituation of the 
duchefs of Cleves, flic flew to her fuccour, notwith- 
ftanding the diftance between their dominions, and 
i^s coming to range herfelf in the lift of her de-. 
fenders. 

The abfence of Ifambard gave the unhappy Oliver 
full opportunity of indulging his grief, and giving 
way to melancholy refleftions. A thoufand violent 
and contrary fenfations took place in his mind, when 
he ventured to contemplate the pidlure he had re- 
ceived from Beatrice. It was indeed the moft ftriking 
likenefs of Celanira. The duchefs, in pourtraying 
her perfon, had been chiefly folicitous to catch the 
cx()reffion of it. The queftions, flie had fo fre- 
quently alked refpefting her unfortunate rival, had 
enabled her to make every alteration necefliary to ren- 
der the likenefs perfeAly exa£l. OUi^er^ in examin- 
ing 
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ing the portrait^ equally retraced the perfon of Cela-* 
nira and Beatrice } that ravilhing face recalled to his 
mind at the fame moment the form and the fenti- 
ments of the one and the other. If he thought on 
the virtues of Celanira, he could only compare them 
wit^ thofe of Beatrice : if he thought of the love of 
the former^ and of the tender facrifices fhehad made 
for him, the thcwght naturally reminded him. of Bea- 
trice. He faw, he heard that charming princefs make 
avowal of the purefl and moft tender palSon for him^ 
and, in fpite of the prejudices of pride and birth, 
offer him, with equal delicacy and generofity, that 
hand which fo many princes folicited, and which ihe 
had refufed to one of the greateft kings of Europe. 
In a word, he could not look at the portrait without 
confidering it the work of the ingenious tendernefs of 
the duchefs; thus from this inftant, in a more parti* 
cuTar manner, were Celanira and Beatrice fo united m 
fiis imagination, that it was no longer poilible to fe»- 
parate them, and they both formed but one idea 
there. Notwithftanding the violent confli£b which, 
tore his heart, and the forrow that opprefled him on 
refleAing on the feverity of Beatrice's late farewell^, 
Oliver felt great comfort in the confideration o£ 
having done his duty,: dnd that in this dangerous ia« 
terview he had neither betrayed friendfliip, nor the 
fidelity he owed to the memory of his unhappy vwfe. 
Ih^he evening he admitted Zemni into hjs chamber,v 
and this was only to converfe with him about the 
duchefs ; from him he learnt,«that ihe h^ complain- 
ed' of a violent head-ach, and that ihe was really^ 
much cail down and changed. This account gave 
Oliver fo much pain, that he difmifled Zemni, under 
the , appreheniion of being unable to di£enU>ie his- 
feelings upon the occailoh. When he was alone his 
tears began to flow afreih until the hour in which he 
was ^ccuilomed.to retire to reil* On lying ddwn to 
repofe^^and going to pais the night withoutlfambardi, 

he 
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he was aftoi^{bed sot to find himfelf feized ;«ritb thofe 
df eadiul terrqr^ which were ufed to lay hpld of him 
oils the approach of the punifhment to which he was 
c^nd^mned. He lamented his deftiny more than 
evcTi but the facrifice Heha^ heep ifiikiAg filmed the 
f^cret reproaches of hi$ confcjence, and he experi- 
enced; that, iremorf^, alone infli£ied infupportable ter- 
ror* Scarcely was Ihe in bed, but it feemed as if an 
inviiible s^d beneficent hand poured a falutary balm 
into the deep wounds of his heart ; the calm of his 
mind called forth new fenfations -» his fouT, difengaged 
for a (hort interval from all human paflions, i^ared 
to heaven ; Religion brought her confolations, and 
diijplayed her fublime hopes to his mind ^ his ideas 
infenfibly became more vaguej he then feU into a 
pleafing reverie, his heavy eye-lids clofed, and he was 
foon in the arms of fleep* For the firft time fince 
his mbfortunesy his flumbers were now attended by 
happy dreams. He^ fancied himfelf tranfported into 
a beautiful garden at the moment in which Aurora 
Ihed her earlieft bcams^of light; He was at the foot 
of a fervice-treci upon the branches of which were 
hung the trefTes and golden chain of Cdanira, and 
the pearl necklace he had received from Beatrice. 
As he was contemplating with emotion thefe ofier- 
iag^ of love» the founds of celeftial mufic fmote his 
ear and engaged his attention. He lifted his eyes to-* 
vfs^ds heaven, and perceived a luminous cloud, which 
feemed to approach ^Im,, and which left a trace of 
light as it paned along ; this cloud hovering over the 
fervice-trec flopped, and opening itfelf, difcovered a 
divine form, which reiprefented at the fame moment- 
tp Oliver's imagination the adored image of Celanira 
axid B^trice. A melodious voice uttered thefe 
words: Eternal juftice is faiisfiedi ^y repentance and 
eenfiancj have eMpiatedour faults. Scarcely were thefe 
confolatory words pronounced, than Oliver faw Ifam- 
bard and Beatrice near- Jiim, drdled in deep mourn- 
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iiig,; and proftratirtg therftf^lVcs ^t'^iie f66fofikt ftr^f^ . 
vice-tree.: .Oliver caft-^Lfs eyes upoti the clbriS V'l^'^*' 
perceived* Ceianifa, Who ftrfetthtd odt'her; arm^'.toi^' • 
wards him; ke'ftroyd'tb fufli ib'lierembni.c^^^tir 
this inftant^ hfe at^ok-e/ '.HoSv :gre^t was Ms? ^ijafiTe^ 
and his joy on ndt pcfrceivihg about 'liirii'iriy^ of th'c^^ 
veftiges'of the horrible apparition" which had hitherto^ 
haunted him, and on' difcoyering the firft'beams i>r 
day. <* She fufFers no longer,**' c'ried he x^h* tran-Ri* 
port ; and on uttering tliefe words hcrfj^i^ungfrodiWi^ 
bed, andprofirated hiittfelf on the flooi*. ' >ui/a: 
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CHAPTER xvnr. 

^' HER OTNJE. 



Voi chfe ofcurat vor^i ' ^ 



Con'maligheragioni • .. i «: * 

Xi'a gloria femminil, ditemi vm, 

^Se han virtQ' pm fublime 1 Qoftrx etol* 

. ' METABTA8I0.*t 

■ On this daiy, ro^memorable to Olivet, wasZcmni^ 
ihvefted with the honoui^ of knighthood *. The cc-' 
fcmony bfegan at noon, and took place in the chapel' 
of the caftle. When all the company were aflembled, 
and the duchefs had ftated herfeif under a tn^gnifi-r 
cent canopy befide the altar, Oliver appeared' leading 
Zemnl by the hand, who was clothed in white.* The* 
Ihonfor and the novice eqaally affefted> bbt from difr' 
ferent motives, appfoa'ched the'altar^ ahd *fell tipbn'' 

■ * It was requifite to be turned of tw^enty^otie, to' be r<i^ciyed inta"^ 
the order of knighfcliood ; but the Ibrereign.had always a power pf 
difpeiifing with the a^e <^ c^i}d^date8» ai4.ofieu4uade uJp^ of that pre- 
rogative. 
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tBeir TcneelS ; the violent emotion of Oliver ftiH in- ' 
creafed when he foutid' himfelf befidtf Beatrice at the 
foot of this altar — ^he thought that had he accepted 
her hand, in fuch an attitude ihould he have received 
lier, on fuch a fpot, and in fuch a place— Zeinni,/ 
after having takeil his oath^ arpfe 5 the ladies and the 
duchefs advanced forwards ;' the youthfiirSylvia, the 
amiable xiaughter of Theobald, approaching Zemni' 
in a gentle and bafliful manner, faftehed oil the gilt ; 
fpurs : they botji bluflied, and Sylvia, without ven- 
turing to lift up her eyes, haftened to withdraw and 
place herfelf behind the duchefs. The other ladies 
prefented Zemni with the hauberk,, the breaft-plate,- 
and the gauntlets. Then Oliver led the novice under 
the princefs's canopy, Zemni knelt down ; the prin- 
cefs took from the hand of one of^ her efq^ires % 
magnificent fword : In the name of Gody laid flie, / 
create you a knight •, be brave, hardy, and loyal *. 
On pronouncing this facred injunftion (he girt him 
with the fword. The knights now formed a circle 
around Zemni, and prefented him with his helmet, 
hJs ihield, and hJs lance. The new knight received 
the embrace of all the warriors, of whom he was 
now become the equal, and the affembly then left the 
chapel, ^emni was conduced to a fpaciods court' 
filled with foldiers. This multitude hsfd been wait- 
ing with great impatience for the jirrival of the new 
knight, who was now mounted upon his' horfe, and 
who, according to ancient cuftom, left the place of 
his reception attended by the people and 2: band oP 
mufic, and fhowed himfelf in public f . Barmecide, 
who was fent from the camp to propofe an exchange 
of prifoners, had been prefent at the ceremony 5 the 
duchefs invited him to fpend thereflrof the day at the 

* This was the ufual. formulary. 

f AHthcfe particulars of the ceremony are taken from the Mem, 
•f 4^ncleot Chivalry, by Mr. de St. Palaye, Vol. I. 

caftle. 
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caftlcy in order to meet the famous countefs of Car«r 
eaflbne^ who was expeAed there in the evening. Bar- 
mecide informed Oliver, that a ftran^e knight had ar- 
rived at the camp) that he had appeared in the dre& 
and mantle of a knight-errant * \ and that his fer- 
vices had been ac<:epted. <^ fiat judge of my. fur« 
prife and indignation/' added Barmecide, << wheo 
coming hither this mornmg, and feeing this knight at^ 
a diftance, I quicklj recognifed the ferocious Rot- 
bold, and Tryphon his worthlefs fquire. But thefe 
two monfters £ball not long remain among us v I ihall 
inform Ceroid of their hiftory," " No," returned 
Oliver, " it will be better to vanquifh them than to 
have them difmifled ; let them continue in the army , 
heaven, without doubt, has conduced them hither to 
receive the juft punifliment due: to theif crimes."- 
While Oliver was thus fpeakingt Theobald came to 
inform him, that Beatrice ixad ft^nt him to, meet the^ 
countefs, as a courier had juft. arrived^, bringingjzw 
formation, thatihe would arrive in two hours* The 
old man invited the Knight of the Swan to accom- 
pany him. Oliver confented ; and ordering the fine 
courfer he had received from Beatrice to he brought* 
he mounted, and fet off* with Theobald, accompanied, 
only by two fquires. He converfed with the old man 
on indifferent ful]je£b $ when, perceiving him to 
liften with inattention, and to have his eyes fixed 
upon the houiing of his fteed, " You are admiring^" 
faid he, '* the magnificence of this trapping \ it is a 
gift of the princefs." — « Pray," interrupted Theo- 
bald with emotion, <« lift up the fringe which half 
conceals thofe pearls.*' — Oliver obeyed, obferving, 
that he muft certainly know the pearls which Beatrice 
herfclf had worn. " Is this poiEblc ?" cried the old 

* The knight-errants wore gjeen garments, becaufe (fays Mr. dc 
St. Pelage) green is the fymbol of hope. Thefe knights travelled in 
prder to form themlblves, and in quell of adventures : there were 
many knights of this kind daring the early ages of chivalry. 

manj 
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iinan, "it is Beatrice's necklace ! O happy OIHrcr 1" 
—He ftopped^ and his eyes ran o'er with tears. Oil* 
ver, equally aneafy and furprifed, and eager to find 
out the myftery which the aftonifhment and tender- 
nefs of Theobald announced, began to queftion him 
*'with the more earneftnefs, as the fquires were pacing 
gently behind, and too far off to hear them* He re* 
mained fome minutes without making any aiifwer; at 
iaft^ heaving a deep figh, ^< Ah, Seignior/' faid he^ 
^* I am far from difappro«iag>the choice of Beatrice* 
'Having known that princefs from her infancy, I had 
even began to fufpeA her fentiments ^ but mine has 
-^been>.the glory of forming that noble and fenBble 
'heart, and of developing thofe virtues, and that fii- 
perior reafoQ, which diftingulfh her from all perfons 
>of herrank^*. Her confidence was due to me: it 
^was the only v^uable recompence (he could make me 
for all my cares. How ought I to be affliAed on di£- 
•covermg, that fhe has concealed from me the moft 
important fecret of her life !" " O heavens !" laid 
Oliver, "iwhere are your thoughts leading you \ aiid 
how can this pearl necklace create fuch a miftake?" 
« What, Seignior," replied Theobald, « did the 
ducheis, when (he made the prefent, forget to relate 
'its hiftory^ or rather do you imagine, that I am ig- 
norant of it* or that fo Ariking ^in incident fhould 
.have ^efcaped my memory? No^^^gnior, I know, 
that the late duke of Cleves received this necklace in 
h^s early days from Xhe hands of a wife he adored ; 
that princeis had prefented it,, before her marriage, 
as a pledge of her love, and made him promife to keep 

•The reader muft recoiled, that we^are talking of a princefs "of 
.the ninth century. It is well known, that the princes and prineeiTes 
4>f our own day are>f^ee from prejudices, fee every thing with their 
own eyes, allow themfelves to be governed by reafon only, and know 
and fulfil the duties of juftice, gratitude, and friendihip ; but in the 
remote ages, of which I am iketching the hiftory, they were notfo 
Advanced. An enKghtened* tender, and|^v£'geroii&>minded princefs, 
was then a kiad of phenomenon. 

it 
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it as long as he lived. The duke x)n^ his death«bed 
iigned it to his daughter, and xequired the mpft fo'^ 
leinn vow* that fhe would wear it to the end of her 
* exiftence, or give it only to him whom ihe fhould 
xhoofe for a hufj)and. Beatrice fell upon her knees^ 
and, all bathed in tears, vowed by all that was moft 
facricd) faithfully to execute the laft wiih of a dying 
fattier. I alone was witnefs to this affefting fcene, of 
which it is impoffible I fhould ever Ipfe the remem- 
brance." ^ The reader will eafily imagine what impref- 
fipn this explanation itiade upon the, mind of Oliver. 
He vainly endeavoured, to fhow, that the duchefs en- 
tertained no fentiments refpedting him, but what fhe 
copfidered due to her defenders in general. The old 
man, though he believed that the marriage, which 
for political reafons was only deferred for a while, had 
not yet taken place, yet remained fully convinced, 
\that Beatrice had promifed him her hand, and that 
Oliver would certainly be her hufband. While they 
were thus - converiing, Oliver perceived a numerous 
and brilliant company advancing to them : he foon 
diftinguifhed Ifambard and Roger, and that this was 
the countefs of Carcaflbne and her efcort. As they 
drew nearer, Oliver, obferving two women of equal 
beauty at the head of the troop, was at firft at fomc 
lofs to diftingui^ which was Axiana^ remarking, 
iowever, that one of ttiem was drefTed as an Ama- 
zon, he imagined- that war-like garb denoted the 
countefs j and he was not deceived in his conjefture** 
After the firft falutations were over, Oliver begged 
Ifambard to loiter a little behind the retinue, in or- 
xier to fpeak with hiul in private. When the com- 
pany had advanced two hundred paces, Oliver, taking 
his friend by the hand, and looking at him with eyes 
running over with tears, ** O my brother," faid he, 
<« thou faithful companion of thofe terrible nights, 
the horror of which thy ^generous fiiendfhip has fo 
often contributed lo jnitigate, know, that I am .at 

length 
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'J^ngtl^ die}^^^'^^^-^®"^'^^^ frightful apparition/* — ^^At 
^tbefe i v^ords; tj^ijc grateful tears of joy bathed the 
iheeks of Ifapbard. . Hq prefled Oliver's hand, and 
^^asjunable to make reply, f After a paufe of a few 
^j^a^titp$^ hei began to ^& a thoufand queftions.upon 
,tius iiappy Qvent, apd the two. friends agreed to pafs 
*^hje, fpUowing ,pight "together; for, Ifambard was 
..apxious to cryay.the fatisfa6lion of feeing his friend 
, del|yered,fr^aij his ^errors, and fleeping in peace. 
j^Tli^jr. ipLOW.puihed forwards'and rejoined the countefe, 
who, during, the- reft of the road, appeared to be 
wholly taken up with the ICriights of the Swai>, This 
celebrated Amazon, who had difplayed in various 
combats ^aU the ^bilitY jajgi^^yzlour of a great general, 
poflefled likewife all the virtues and qualities which 
-do honour to bbth fexes. The purity of her condu^, 
the fweetnefs of.bcr difpofition, and the modcfty of 
her deportment/ gave real value to her fplendid ac- 
tions. . The Jady who accompanied lier, who' was 
dreifleid In black, and kept her eyes upon the ground, 
remained filent ; but (he was remarkable for her foft 
and ma>eftic beauty, and the deep melancholy with , 
which flie was oppreffed. The efcort did not arrive 
at thp £aftle before night. Axiana alighted from her 
horfe at the firft draw-bridge ; flie took her compa- 
nion by the hand, and gave the other arm to Ifam- 
bard» In this manner ihe pafled through two courts, 
, and met Beatrice in the third. Thefe two princefles, 
worthy of appreciating each other's merit, embraced 
with fincereft fentiments of efteem and admiration. 
Axjana prefented her companion to the duchefs with- 
\out naming her, but as a perfon of the higheft rank : 
ihe company then haften^d to the palace. "When the 
^ jrincefTes were in the drawing-room, the ladies of the 
-coilrt of Beatrice, and t'he knjghts ' ^ho . attended 
them, entered likewife. Barmecide appeared among 
.the laft who came in. He advanced .towards the 
j)rinceffes 3- and at this moment the beautiful ftranger 

• . J •■ -who 
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who accompanied Axiana caft her eyes upon him. 
She immediately ftarted. ^^ It is lie i it is' BtafQie-^ 
tide !" exclaimed ihe with tranfport. On faying this^ 
{he flew to his arms. The fpedators were all tno* 
tionlefswith aftonifhment ; the famous name of Bar- 
mecide was known all over the world ; but eveiy one, 
having deplored the tragical end of that illuftrious 
victim of defpotifm^ could not pei^/uade themfehres 
that Giaffar was that great man. The Knights of the 
Swan alone could comprehend the myftery of this a£» 
f cAing fcene, and recognife the interefting Abafia. 



CHAPTER 3aX. 

tONTINUJTION OF THE STORT OF jIBjISSjI.. 

■ 

L'amour pour le trouver me foumira des ailes. 
Ou £ut-il fa retraitc, en quels lieux dois-je aller ? 
Fut-il aubout du mcnde> on m^y Terra volcr. 

Vlltujionde PllARC CoAHtlliB. 

La mer, les vents, I'ezili ontril» pu m'etonner ? ' 

ArUme tk Thoma 8 CoiLNnf.L|. 

BARMECIDE, tranfported with delight, forgot 
the whole world, and all his fufierings, in the arms 
of his long-loft wife. The evidence of Axiana and 
the Eaiights of the Swan removing all doubts reipe^t- 
^ng his exiftence, every one took the greateft intereft 
in this event* They aflembled about the hero, and 
looked at him with a^ much curiofity as if they had 
never feen him before. — Few men are capable of dif- 
cerning and acknowledging fuperior merit, unleis it 
be firft pointed out to them ; but all, by an involun- 
tary and natural impulfe, are forward to pay their 
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,Tbe 1ht^^rj|ic^fesi>fftl3rnfteGide, and tfee lUights of 
^heS)wr^i»>r.r^ajircrft:(0';Pc;atricie's;cloft^^ andt^aere the 
h^p^rBarft>^€J4e revived tte affeiliaa^c cwgr;^tvla- 
^Unt^ofitU. friends. ' ^fi^er a qu^rt^ pf.^a hour's 
ooa^erfetiwn ihe qomp^py ?etircdf l^^ivipg the happy 
♦pair tejfi.^jlete ; ^A aft^f fupper tbey aga|n met In 
.theidtid^ik'iSt.apaT^ipept,. to,h^ar.the qontinuation of 
cth« Wftpry.Qf, Atoflra,^^f::h fliprpU^difl the follow- 

;:.«^ -Whitei i»y vn^?i4«riqg hiifeapd, un^er. tb^.guid- 
:Anoe of the foithful Nafuf, iwa$ Jjeaying th/e,qtf flained 
with the blood qf hi& unhappy brothers, J w.^ groan- 
ing in the depth of a prifon.7-On.the third day, one 
of my flayps phtalned peri^illion to.vjfit ja^e. ' Thv» 
^young pcrfon w?S' ilrx>Oigiy attached to me; and fa 
:great}y was flie^^Sed^^d on fi^eing my pallid lopk|s, my 
dtflieveUed hair, aDd the fetter^ with which I wa* 
loaded, that, ihe fainted in my arms. She was car- 
ried 'away ; and I had the additional forrow to hear^. 
th»t the vu^fortunate creature had fallen a vi^im tp. 
her tender attachment, and was no more. — Nafuf rcj- 
tuvncd from Mecca ; the caliph gs^ve him fome or- 
jd^rs relating to me $ and at length ^I fa w the del!- 
-verer of Barxnecide.-<— Aft€;r having ^fwered all my 
.queftions refpefting my hulband, he ^formed me» 
that the faithkfs Oave, whp had betrayed us, hadi 
beeji^ condemned ^^'de.ath by the caliph, ^nd woulfi 
•be publicly execqted OQ the following day. I de- 
manded why ? f JHes^en. by this death/ replied Na-_ 
ftif, < puBilheis with equity her vjllc treachery 5 but 
thexalif .h^s paired aq.unjuft judgment, iince be has 
^ond©m»ed her for having ftojeaypur diamonds, after 
^wkich vam f^'arch hasb^n rpajdi yji all your apart-^ 
mciljtSi but '.which J had~feouped s^nd carried to ii\y 
-owij houtfe, .with ywp privity, litie day I was ord^rpd 
. to take you ta. ,pri(cin/ « Wb?it,;. cried I, < Nafuf, 
. can we foffer (Hi* wp^WJi^ ^9; J^^i^W life for a crime 
. rVoL. II. 1 ihc 
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ihe did not comimt, and for an z£t of whicli weour- 
felves arc Ac authors ?* -* CkmliAetf* replied Nafiif^ 
< that the truth cannot be di£aovered irith<iut britig- 
Ing deftru£tionixpon iny head^^-and coiifider toQyt^st 
this woman is a monfter ;' that' her- treachery has 
caufed the profcription-of your hufband, and filed the 
*bIood of the Bargiecides ; that k faas'octafioned your 
captivity, and all the evih we «re deploring/ ♦ It is, 
liowever,' returned I, •< -dread&l to think, that this 
wpman {hould perilh^ beeaufe I conceal the truth, 
which would dear her of the a^cufation made againfl 
hef/ Full of this idea, 1 began to conQder of fome 
expedient, which mi^ht favc this wretch without cx- 
poOng Nafuf to harm, land at length fuggefted one 
which met with his approbation. In coniequence of 
this plan, hetook upon himfelf to inform the caliph 
I hadTomething of the greateft importance to difclofe 
to him, -and* that I demanded a moment's audience. 
'After hefitatingfor feveral hours, Aaron at laft con- 
ftnted to fee me. At the clofe of the day I was 
taken from my prifon, and conduced along by-ways < 
to the palace. My hands being fettered with heavy 
fhackles, I wa« entirely deprived of the ufe of them. 
Fatigued with tliis weight, and weakened by grief, I 
could fcarcely walk. Two flaves fupported my totter- 
ing fteps ; one of them carried a caiket which I had 
-given him in charge. I Was led into the caliph's clo- 
iet, and I ordered the flave to lay the caiket on a 
table. The attendants withdrew, and I was left alone 
with my cruel oppreflbr. He was feated over-againft 
me on the other fide of the table. He commanded 
me in an imperious tone to lift up my veil. I mad^ 
no other reply than fhaking the chains ^which de- 
prived me of the ufe of my hands. This feemfed to 
make fome impreffion upon him i he appeared difr , 
turbed, and kept filence for a moment. Then, ob- 
ferving that I ftaggered, and could hardly keep myfelf 
upon my le^s, he arofe^ placed a chair behind me, 

drew 
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■drew up my veil, and Fctumed to faift~ feat. I* fat 
down J he looked at me attentively, and I perceiv;ed 
)xe grew pale. < Is it Abafla/ faid he ; < is it the fil- 
ter of Aaron Rafchid, who thus appears before me 
in this humiliating condition ?' < Yes/ replied I, * it 
is fhe ; her free and independent foul has not 
changed^ nor can tyranny fubdue it. The wretched 
AbaiTa ftill lives, but (he has no longer a brother, or 
any legal fovereign, the great Aaron exifls no more I' 
At thefe words he could not avoid ftarting $ folicitous 
however to concccil bis emotion, he afliimed a feverc 
Countenance^ and raifing his voice, ^ In truth,' faid 
he, « I am now pnly t^y judge/ * Aye,' replied I, 

• but God will be thine.' — < Let us finifli this conver- 
fation,' interrupted he ; ^ what hopes have brought 
you hither, what have you to communicate ?'---* I 
have loft all, and have ho longer any hope i bif t for- 
tune ftill affords me an opportunity of doing a gen^- 
Tous ad. I come here to fulfil that duty ; the perfi- 
dious woman, who betrayed me, has not ftolen my 
jewels ; the faithful fiave who vifited me in prifon had 
concealed them, in order tp reftore them to me ; I 
found means to hide tliem in my dungeon, I now 
bring them to you ; — they are in this caiket.' As I 
finiihed thefe words, the caliph, in great furprife and 
agitation, opened the cafket, beheld all the diamond% 
and appeared to fall into a mournful reverie. He 
arofe from his feat, took a few turhs in the chamber, 
and, approaching me, he undid the chains which 
fhackled my hands. He performed this in great 
hafte, and appeared as if he were fearful of giving 
way to compailion, and of being fo near me. He 
refrained fromrfooking at me, his hands trembled, he 
feemed opprefled, and the excefiive palenefs of his 
countenance fufficiently indicated the dreadful difor- 
der of his mind. As foon as he had difengaged me 
from my fetters, he threw himfelf into his chair. 

* Thofe jewels,' faid he, < are yours ^ take them 

la ; bac}^. 
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bauA iU :for yourCdf, i 'fiiaJl have yon condctfte^ 
Idco a diftaht}' prpvince, two- hundred l^agaes fn>m 
I^SLgtat ;.therf I command- you to retnam, and nt^v^ 
tOitkiak <>£ rempving : moreover, you iball there^^ 
free, ' aiiid.'nvy beneficence fball follow you in your'i%- 
treat. Go inter the ne^ct room, and wait there,* till I 
l&aTe gi^nmy laft ordersrclative to your departure/ 
At xhdfe words, I was preparing to leave the clpfet. 
< Stop/ cried he^ with a fmothered voice, the al- 
teration of which -made me fhudder ;^ Stop, *fit 
liown there.a:inoment.' 'I obeyed *, he contemplfited 
me in filence^for -I had not liad time* to refume my 
^ell. His fdttcn air, and the wildnefs which wa$ 
spread over his Whole countenance, threw me 'into a 
ki^d of terror, which I was unable to wfthfland. I 
perceived, from the agitation of his mind, that he 
.was meditating upon*' ^mething extraordinary ; ^and, 
-not being able to (bind his ftedfafl and iU43oding 
4bok$, I caft my eyes upon the ground. In a few mi- 
'ifimes, laying hold< <»f the tal^e which feparated tis, 
he • puflie<i it away, and^ drawing his chair near, he 
was^ib near me that his robe touched mine ; I (hud- 
dered, but reiiiained nidtionlefe in my < place. At 
length -breakinrg'filence, < Thou hateft me,' faid he^ 
^'^a toner ckatt cfailled' my blood, * and thou art right 
4^ 'h*te me-^To thee I have been a tyrant, a barba- 
fbkis perfectftor— Deteft me, be implacable, but know 
ihat Aaron, -whatevei' may be his crime and thy mit- 
fortune, can^ never become the objeft of contempt. 
jGec^er^ty ftill fub«ft{^s at the bottom of this bewil- 
dered foul— I have had the madnefs 'of tyrants, bu^ 
tfo not poffefs their vile terror^.'^ — Upon this he drew 
his dagger from his girdle, and prefenting it to me^ 
« 1 have had my revenge,' faid he, * now take thine ! 
— ^here is my dagger, plunge it into the diftra£tcd 
breaft of the murderer of -the Barmecides.— Doft 
-thou fee their threatening ghofts arife about vti f— 
Doft thou fee thy pale and: bloody hu(band/' calling 

upon 
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mspynthy lore ^ni thy vengeance f He dcmafcds'at tfcfj^^ 
kands the death of his aflaflii; ftHtee> dteiiver ftte' 
fibm an exrftcncc which- 1 abhor.' At thpfe wortte, t- 
Imd hold of the dagger ; I then threw'lt away from- 
me without anfwering a word. I 'felt a tear jftawing' 
from my eye, and, being defirous of- hklJng it firom^ 
the cruel aothor of my ilk^ I covered my- face with' 
ray veiL He arofe, and remained, ftanding by tt|C^ 
for an inftant, keeping a gloomy filetice ; afterwards/ 
Heaving a., d^ep r'fighv « Adieu/ faid he^ ^^k^ {of 
ewr.' Immediately hie withdre^v- in a hafty maimer,- 
leaving me alone in the cabinet* There I remained^ 
more than ap hour ; and I am able to give but atl im^' 
perfeft idea of what I fuffered during this interval;- 
It wus in this fame fpot that I had feen fiarmecide fof' 
the firft time ; therz it^iv^ I iad received his firft \et^' 
tei? hf fte^ajth behind the cafij^^s chalr^ k^as there > 
tiiat between a beloved brother^ and a hufband I 
adored, Ihad paffed the evening of each day fw teH' 
jtears together. — I recognifed the chair on which Bar- 
mecide lat 5 I was myfelf in the place I was ufed to 
fill by his fide ; but fhere was I now' profcribed, fe-" 
parated from him, perhaps for ever ; and in • this 
place I wept at once the lofs of my brother artd my 
huiband, together with fhe misfortune of my couh- ; 
try. At length I was taken away ; I Ihed a torrent 
of tears, I left the clofet, and fell into an agony of 
grief. On that very evening I fet out for my exile ; ^ 
my condufitors were ftrangers to me ; I could not dif- 
cover Nafuf among them. I flattered myfelf, how- 
eyer,, that Aaron would inform him of the place of 
my retreat. He did not make any mention of it, and 
never uttered my name to fetto, fo thfit Nafaf re- 
mained totally ignorant of my fate* for more than a 
year; £br the caliph had taken care to makie me 
change my name,< and enjoined fecrecy to all my con* 
duftors. I was treated with refpeA in the province 
where I was brought^ but was ftri^tly watched s my^ 
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ftuwcn were devoted to the caliph, I dared not place* 
confidence in znj one, and I was unable to inibrm 
Nafuf of my fituatiod. In the mean while he dill- 
covered, by didt of affidqous care, that I lived in m 
diftant province, of which he at length leartit the 
name. Then he began to caufe the rumour of it to 
be fpread abroad, adding at the fame time the falfe 
report, that I was fecretly bringing up my fon there. 
The caliph had no doubt of the death of this child, 
and befides he knew I was fhut up in a feraglio, and' ' 

Srarded by flavcs entirely at his devotion ; but, as 
afuf had forefccn, he imagined thefc rumours 
might in time be produAive of difturbances, and give 
rife to dangerous impoftures ; and he caufed an ac«* 
count to be publifhed of the death of my chkd at 
Mecca. The people fccmed incredulous; he fjpoke 
of their incredulity to Nafuf, who encouraged his j 

fipars, and advifed him to have me brought back to the .1 

vicinity of Bagdat ; addibg, that upon feeing my re- 
turn, they, who believed my fon to. be living, lYOuld 
imagine he had been difcovered and put to death by 
order of the caliph, and that, henceforward living 
under his own observation, I fliould no longer give 
rife to the propagation of fuch fabulous reports^ . 
Aaron approved of this advice, and commiiHoned 
Kafuf to go and fetch toe. This generous friend , 
vho had been long making preparations for our flight, 
had tranfmitted to Europe ^ great part of the trea- 
fure he acquired from the con£fcation of the pofief- 
fions of Barmecide, and the unbounded liberality of 
the caliph* He coUedled all the money he could carry 
with him, and being furnifhed with the orders of 
Aaron, lie came in queft of me. I nearly died with 
emotion and joy at the fight of him. He fhowed his 
orders, and left all my flaves without exception ; I 
took the jeivels which the caHph had reftored me, and 
fet off at midnight alone with Nafuf under the holy 
jguard of faithful fi*iendfhip. Nafuf informed me, 

that 



i4at the treacherous flave> whofe life I imagined I 
had faved, had 4iot cfcaped the chaftifemcnt which 
providence kept m ftore for her i thd', jewels ihc had 
ftolen&om Noui'ahar hard been foimdinrher pofli;ffion^ 
and the caliph laid hold of that pretext to condemn 
her to deathv As on this occafioh i wa^ admiring 
rtic decrees of eternal juftice, Nafuf> who for many 
jrears baek had been touched with the virtues and 
difconrfes of Barmecide^ and had fecretly .embraced 
Chriftiaiiity*; was deiirous of infpiring me with his 
l^ittiments, . and iBdueing me t6' embrace his belief ^ 
iMit the prejudices of education, and the power of 
#uftom, itiil ftrongFy attached me to my religion^ 
and I declared to him,, that I was determined to pre« 
fcrve it to the end of my exiftence^ 

« Our journey was long, but fortunate. When 
We arrived iti- Europe,. I blefl: heaven at finding myr 
felf at laft^ in that part of the world where I had 
hppes of meeting3aFmecide^ One da,yy as we wero 
purfuing our-^jom-ney^ we piffed through a town, at 
the extremity of which we found a great concourfe, 
of people, which obliged us to ftopi. We foon heard 
j^eligious pfalmody ; the multitude divided itfelf, antl 
feft a pa£age in the middle of the ilreet, along 
ivhich marched in procefiion a numerous*jrain of 
l^iefts drefled in fuperb garments, and bearing a 
magnificent canopy an<f feveral fplendid banners*^ 
Toung children crowned with flowers carried baf-» 
kets filled with rofes, with which they ftrewed the' 
ground. Surprifed at this novel fpeftacle, I willingly 
yielded to ,the defire which Nafuf exprefled to fol- - 
k)wthe proceffion, which at length ftopped before 
an immenfe edifice of a prodigious height, and of 
antique ftrufture. < Ah^' faid Nafuf to me with 
emotion, « at laft I find myfelf at the gat^s of a 
temple dedicated to the true God j: O allow me to 
enter and return thankfgivlnfg to the Eternal, for the 
£ifety of Barmecide and Abs^ffg !^ Qn uttering thefe 
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wdrdSyC he pifoceeieA • icmztds 'the temple, and 4 acM 
coflipanied> him; As I entered this /facred plaottvl 
totifcfien<^ ^ fenfation of awe&il refp^a:, Ih. oat^ 
own cdUDtTf I had only fccn mbiijues. of -modera 
conftru^ion, the newnefs of which feemed> to. iridi*» 
cate that of oui* worfliip ; but here every thing4)or^ 
teftimony of the . Tcn^rable antiquhy of the chrikwAf 
religion. I advanced along the lofty alifks .'*rkh a 
kind of facred dt-ead/ and perceived ^it the» farthdr 
end of, the edifice, an iliumiiHited ^tar, dosiiEfateii 
with garitifids and feftoons f?f floWed.u.LiraJW Nafirf 
fall upon his khees^ Ttnd i was iHVolunjiarirly.ted; to 
imitate him/ The <;handng ce^edy and deep filence 
prevaifed in the church ; bbt ma few. minutes nrf 
cars were ft ruck with celeftial nittiic, which reached 
Che inmoft feceffes'of my f^ul i for I recognifedin 
ah inftant the melodious and- iVeJiing fouAds of the 
ingenious in ftrumcnt my hufbafld *had invented'*-^'A 
dear and afte^iing remcmbramrc fJrpduced aninconi^ 
ceivable revolution in my ideas : it was for the lio-* 
Bour of his God that Barmecide had invented this 
wonderful machine, which the Europeans had conflb* 
crated to the fame purpofe ; its enchanting harmonyj 
while it revived the recolle^ion Of the happieft day4 
€)f my life, excited in my mind a religious refpedt 
for th^ woHhip of' the chriftians. >My heart- fought 
the God of Barmecide, I invoked his name, I pray- 
ed for' the rertoration of my hufi>ahd and , my 
child, and I left the church in confolatibn, peace^ 
and hope. 

<« We were now in the dominions of the countefaf 
•of Carcaflbne -; I met that auguft princefe by chance | 
the generous concern flie fho'^ed^ for «ie infpired f& 
much confidence, that I commtmicated ifiiy ftory to 
her. 1 informed her it ^its my intention t<l repair 
to the court of the count of Bavaria, where I hoped 
to meet Barmecide. Axiana told m^ fhe was ififtaiit- 
ly marcliing to the duchy of- Ciev^ to join' the lift 

of 



' ■ .«. 



Hffi SWAN. 1^7 

of the defenders o^ Beatticre, "wfeo was befitged by 
Ceroid. Certain of being able to obtaiti informa- 
tion concerning Barmecide, I grateftilly accepted the 
offers of Axiana, and ac(^ompanied hef on her 
journey .** 

The conclufion of Abaflk's fecltal tna^e Barmfeclde^ 
figh ; he pei'ceiyed that Nafuf had Ml fuffered her 
t6 imagine her Ton was alive, and tMt he had been 
fent into Europe ; he wks afflifted at the id6a thjit' 
It was impoffible fhe fliould much longer indulge fp 
dear an expeftation, and which flie could liot lofe 
without feelitig the moft poignaht iatl^jUifK 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AN litPORtAm' LISCOyS'Rr. 



. La pnidence eft furtotttineceflair^auxaicchaiu. , - 

BARMECIDE atid his wife did udt leave the couft 
of Be^fice before the next day. ThedbakI offered 
thedi kis matiiion, ind it Was agreed upon iiiat Abaffa ^ 
iliould refide thete till th^ end of the war.' Barmie- 
cide at-firft wias only delighted at the recovei-y of 
Abafla ; but 'foon begin tb reflcft with fetret 
delight, that he was gbing td 'enjoy hfs reputation 
and iglory, and. appear it the t^mp under the great 
name of Barmecidt. He lifcewife 'Mt the moft eager' 
ifap&tiente to embrace the feitiiful Nafuf, who bdng^ 
on his way with Hit ftitc of the pririccilfes, wa^ dot 
toartriVebfeforetheejtphrk^toriof'twt) duys. . . • ' 

An hour after BarrtiecideV depafrtut6,^IfUmbard, 
Ogcr and Angiibeft^^alfcJng'together ixi'thc portico 
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of the palace, Angilbert aiked the Danifh knight^ 
whether it were true that Armoflede was ill. «*' Yes,'* 
replied Oger, « but not dangeroufly fo." ^< Were 
you not going to vifit her this evening ?" returned 
Angilbert, << and did not fhe let you know fhe could 
not receive" you, becaufe, being in great want of 
reft, (he was eping to bed at fix o'clock ?" <« And 
how do you loMT all this ?'* interrupted Oger.- " I 
know many mpre things,'' faid Angilbert, *' thanks 
to the incorrigible imprudence of Armoflede ; ^nd 
if you will give me yOur word not to be violent, 
and above all, not to avenge yourfelf, I will iniform 

• • you of all; for it is time to open your eyes refpeft- 
ing a perfon fo little worthy the attachment of a 
knight like you." At thefe words, Oger, quite 
amazed and much affe^ed, made the promife re^- 
quired by Angilbert ; and -the latter, refuming his 
difcourfe, " Know then," feid be, « that Felix, one, 
of my pages, being intimately acquainted with your's, 
has frequently accompanied him as far as Armo- 
flede's hobfe. It was his tiiftom to wait at a neigh- 
bouring cottage for Sylvan, who entered the houfe, , 

- and afterwards returned to join Felix. At the be- 
ginning of thefe vifits Sylvan ufed to fay he carried 
meflages from you ; but fopn the indifcretion natural 
to his age, and his extreme fimplicity, allowing him> 
no longer to conceal the truth, Felix, more dexte- 
rous and older than he, quickly difcovered, that he 
was in love with Armoflede ; and at laft Sylvan him- 
felf confefied, that he believed hinxfclf loved again, 
but that Armoflede fet a fantaftical value upon her 
favour^, and that he could not determine upon doling 
what fhe required of him. Felix queftioned him in 
vain on this fubjeft. Sylvan ftill refufed to give a 
better explanation. Some exprcffions, however, 
which fell from him, gave Felix ftrange fufpicions, 
and then it was that he communicated the affap- to 
me« I ordered him to endeavour to introduce him-. 

'/ ' felf 
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iclf into Armoflede'$ houfe» with, a view of unra« 
veiling this myftery. He found means of gaining 
over a young maid-fervant belonging to the houfe^ 
and one day, when Armoflede was gone out with 
her two other domeftics, the young girl let in Felix^ 
who, in examining the manfion, pbferved a dark 
clofet filled with- wood,, of which the n^id had the 
key. This clofet was contiguous t^pMfe chamber, 
the ufual fcene of the conferences which pafled in 
the houfe i it was feparat^d from it by a thin wain- 
icot, and two men might hide thejjnfelves in it, and 
hear every thing that was faid. fiedde'this cilofel^ 
is a garret^ the window of which opens towards tho 
country from the front of the houfc. In confe^^^ 
quence of this,» and more information, Felix'^ by my/ 
dire£lionsj prevailed on the young fervant to let him 
in this night it^ the following n^anner. At ten o'clpck 
fhe is to- hang out a ladder of ro|^es which Felix has 
furnifhed' her with, and to leave her chamber door 
open,>that he may find her on his arrival, her room 
being ^t the end- of- a pafiage befide this garret* I 
propoie to you then,*' continued Angilbtrt, *« to go 
yourfelf this evening to Axmoflede's houfe, to get in 
through the garret, and to conceal yourfelf in the 
dark clpfet,. the key of which Felix has procured. 
There you will hear fome horrid things, you will 
know to what degree the fimplicity of s^ credulous 
and warm-hearted youth is impofed upon, and to- 
morrow you will be reftored'to reafon, and perfeiStly 
cured of a paffion, the folly of which has been long, 
lamented by your friends." 

Oger, qpitt confounded^ made no reply ; but Ifam-^ 
bard accepted the propofal of Angilbert for hini, 
adding, that he himfelf would accoinpany him in 
this no£hirnal excurfion. At nine Ifambard and the 
Panifh knight fet out in a private manner. The 
night was dark^ and the unhappy Oger, \^rapped up. 
in melancholy reflc^Uoas, kept filcnce during all the 
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i^y. ttcZfotxld n» Idngdr dfediive hinifttf A ito Af- 
moflecte'a profligate c^nduft, but he ftill ttinfidfei'cd 
her to be utterly incafpable of the horrid thihgi 
iMrhich bad beeti fuggefted> and of which He h^d hdt 
thotight fit *to aik any explanation. 'Hfe iiiras irritated 
againft AngUbert, and e^en kg^ihft IfafAbardi bc- 
caiife hfe li^Teen him ^eifeidtl tJit foHtier, and 
ihudder iv^Mndignation. ' {fafnbard endekvont-ed 
in vain to prepare him for whdt he -tras goiiig td 
hear. « For heaven's fake f * iriterrtipted Ogfer^ 
nrkh a degree of pceviflmefe, «« fpai^e ydurfdf th^ 
trouble of repeating the cbnveHataon of Art gilbert.'* 
« ft is fteceflary, however/' rdtui'ficd Hambard, «* th^ 
in order to be able to comprehiend what ybu art go5ng 
to hear, you fhould firft know, that thfe -ihf&hiou^ 
Marcelin^, -to whom the hoiift foj^tttei-jy bielbnged, 
has frequent confetdnccs With Ai-iiiofiMe, and thtit 
they are to'bfc together this iHght.** Tbefe few ^f^ordi 
made Oger ftart ; not^ttet ht cotlld ihdiil^e thfe 
horrible fulpicffon thht his fricftid^ Vaiitted to* giv« 
him refpe£Hng Artnbflede •, bnt he felt 'theVfldeflt 
ienfations of fury on perceiVirig, "that BiinlbaTti'had 
mot the leaft doubt of the fedtt intiellij^encfc of *thit 
lady with a woman, ifrhp WaS dnivei-ftHy c6rifid'6i^d 
as a vender of poifonotis drugs. He wds on the? pfehit* 
of falling into the moft vioietit fit oif ra^e, heverthe*- 
ilefs he was ftill able to contain himfclf ; iMt ftptti 
this inftant he totally ceafedfrom hiaking ah]^ ftpiyv 
Bemg arrived near thfe houfe, the 'kriighti jfe'fiSfie* 
their ftecds to a tree -five huhdi-ed paces; frdrti thfe; 
«nanfion. " They then repaired to th^ apeil Wilidcm'^ 
found i!he ladder of ropes; -and' tt^rtinted whhciut 
any obftacle. They ftad taken, off t^ehr ihots', in 
•order to make no noi[c \ th6j gently opened the 
door of the clofet, and'entcred tdgether, for TdrjL 
had had the precaution to remove federal pietes '6i 
wood from it. Eveiy thhig feei^fe^' quiet 'hi the' 

^' ■ ^ • . • '•; houfe V 



THE SWAN. . lai 

houte^ 'tbe^ remained more than half an hottr witl^- 
olit hearing the leaft ftir. 

Oger how began to triumph, when the door of the 
chamber was heard to open,, and a perfon to enter.. 
The perfon fat down without fpeakjng a wor^i, and 
t&i^ fileiice lafted near an hoyr. At laft the door 
Opened a fecohd time ; Oger di^linguifhed Armoi- 
fiedc's voice ; he was affedled, and much agitatedw 
^^Bat let -the reader imagine, if it be poffible, the 
horrdur withwhith he was feized on Jifteikihg to the 
deteftarble convcrfation which follows, of which Oger 
idid not lofe a fingle word. Armoflede, on entering 
the room, cautiouiiy ihut the ' door, and, addreffing 
hcrfelft'O the perfon who was waiting for her^ *< I 
limcdme very late," feid flie, « but I could .not get 
(id of that TOy; I never found him fo earniefl, (o 
enainotired, uid {o determined. He periifts in flay- 
ing here to-night. I am going to encourage his love 
«^ and < his- hopes, and I. flatter myfelf, that to-morrow 
he will diiftribute our potions V «< What," replied the 
iroice of an old woman (for it was Marcdina herfelf), 
** you hlivc promifed the boy your laft favours, and 
y<m are not yet obeyed ?" " I know not what inftinA 
warms him^ in fpite of his credolity, of the danger 
of the commiffion ; he ffaows a< repugnance^ if xtot 
itivindble, at leaft extreme; but I. fliall triifmph 
o^r it 5 I am ftire of fuccefs. As I am rcfolvcd he 
fliall g6 f o work to-morrow, let us for. the laft time) 
eflt^p ilito a little explanation relative to this affair. 
I co^ofefsl ftlll fcar-thfe cffeft of thefe potions will: 
cMef be too prompt Or. too 3i*-cak."— ^« .Had you 
fMbHicd my adtvice, you would hive beep fatisAed on 
t^t head two months ago. Why did not you make 
t^kl iiff6& Sufen or this little page ?*'_« «ufan is a- 
gpqd fel'vant^ and I ftand in need of a girl of her 
fiaiplkky ;* (he has ^neither eyes nor ears : and as to 
SylVdii^ 4iis affiftance is abfdititily neceflaryrto the 
Teijr Gibing itfejfi'— « Well, but 'on the iike confdi-i 
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tions you would have found another !'*— i«« Bf lul 
means : I nmft have Oger's page. Beiide$,\he is fo 
handfome h and I owe him, and owe myfelf too, the 
recompence he is hoping for. My word' is facred* 
Afterwards we fhall fee," — *< I underftand you. But 
to return to the drugs, I never prepared better in 
my life. That which- is compofed for a woman is. 
much lefs violent than that defigned for Og«r."-r* 
<« Have -not you lowered it too much.?"— << .No 3 it 
will, as I have already told you, caufe an extreme 
hn^uQjr from the very day on which it is fw^Uowed ; 
afterward the perfon wiir infeniibly fall into a de-^ 
cline, and in a fhort time lofe all her beauty,*' — ^^ Are 
you certain of all this ?"^— « A iingle dofe would be 
fufficient ; judge then of the effefl of the whole 
phial."— « Well—" " After having/uafered feven or 
eight months — " *< I haye told you J do not want ti> 
kill them." — << No, nor I neitfier. I prepare phil* 
ters and not poifohs." — •^ That is what I imagined 1 
I am only deiirous that this philter, as you have pro* 
mifed me, fhould deprive them of thofe pafSon^ 
which counteract mine."-^« Certainly,, and this can- 
not be effected without a phyfical revolution ^ make 
yourfelf eafy, and be afiured, they {Hall be rid of all- 
human paflions in lefs than a year." — *< If thou doft» 
not betray me, thou mayeft depend upon the fum^ 
which I have proitaifed thee." — " Betray you 1 how 
could I ? In making information agaiiift you to thc^ 
princefs, I fhould have no proofs to give her ; be« 
fldes^, if I had, I know her ; I ihould Iruin you, and> 
gain nothing myfelf* Beatrice never rewards in« 
formef^ ; fhc would hear me,. and fend me ^away- 
without recompenfe. But, independent of aljL th^* 
reafons, furely you 6ught to place \«fae; conficjence^ 
in me. What, after the moil fingular h^sizard, which: 
has brought us together in a country lb far firom- 
our vn^tched native land, can you mif^rufl hci! who* 
took care of your childhood ?"— TJjou oughteft in- 
. . deed 
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deed to love me, foif I have profited by the leflbns* 
and examples thou haft afforded me. Yet our firft 
meeting during my journey intjo Lombardy did not 
turn out very fortunate for me. The manner in 
which you gave me up to prince Adatgife — " « Re- 
coUeA that he then flattered .himfelf he fhould reco- 
ver his throne."— p" I allow I .am indebted to thee 
for havin'g freed me from all thofe prejudices to 
which fools are flaves ; but am I the happier for 
this ? Every moment feems to increafe th§ empire 
of my paflions ; the lefs I refift them, the jnore they 
agitate and confume me ; I deiire with. fury, and do 
not enjoy with tranfport." — "\What, already ! and 
fo young P' — <* My heart has grown old, and my 
fenff&s are palled ; canft thou believe it ? I have al* 
ready loft the fweeteft of all illufions ; love itfelf, in 
my eyes, is no more than a "chimera." — ** How ?" 
and that Ifambard, of whom you have fpoken (o. 
much ?'* ** He — J hate him.-7-He governs my ima- 
gination, it is true ; I fee no one fo amiable and be- 
witching as he 5 I would beftow the half of my exift- 
cnce to be. adored by him for a few hours only. — A 
fingle night,-^I wifh to inflame him, to. make him 
happy, to enjoy his raptures, to partake them, and 
then to avenge myfelf."— " Happinefs would make 
you forget vengeance." — " Fwrgct vengeance .*■ I 
fhould meditate it even in his arms ! Noy believe me, 
it. is not anger which makes me ipeak. I am na 
longer deceived as to my own feelings, I no longer 
take emotions fqr fentimehts ; I hate him> I tell you.'^ 
— « But if he ihould conceive a ftroi^ pafiion for 
you r* — " Would to heaven he did ! he would then 
ceafb to pleafe me ; nothing is fo infipid' as a ftrong 
paifion ; /tis the romantic love I know he has for 
another, which renders him fo deflrable in my eyes. 
I wifh Xo lead him aftray, to feduce, a^d not to fix 
him." — What a head you have i" — «< It is heated, it 
18 a volcano ! -*Bnt my foul i? withered away — ha- 
. ' *' ' ' tred 
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tred and nlifanthropy tarnifh and confume k^^^b^taf 
reflections often alTail me — WJiat becomes of ws, 
Marcelina, when we have loft our yoath and beauty ? 
For mftance, in your own cafe, how can you dif* 
penfe with lovers ?" — « I do not difpenfe With them, 
every thing is to be had for money."-*—** Ho1ir,'What 
even voluptuou&efs ?" — ** Alas, when we have i»- 
dulged ourfelves in excefs we muft take . an early 
leave of our delights ! Love, at my time of life, is 
only a bitter remembrance, an impotent fury ; plca- 
fure is worn out ; cuftom alone ftill preferves a wsint 
without defire, and which irritates itfelf without 
hope." — " What a frightful p»£hire ! But ha^ virtue 
any advantage ?" — « Yes/ 1 have ofteh thought?, that 
after having given up ourfelves to the unbounded 
gratification of our paflions, if it w«a-e poffible to 
rccovci- loft reputation, and retui^i to vittuc, it would 
be making an exedlent bai*gain/' — " It is late, get 
away, and take care not to be feen by Sylvan."-^ 
« Ydu will pafs the night together j mind and d6 
not pay him before hand." — « Nevelr feir ; I wa* 
never under left temptation. I know hot what is the 
matter with Aie this evening, I fcfel myfelf lll."^**- 
*< Indeed you are much altered." — « Come, delay 
no longer, but leave me." At thefe- words the exe- 
crable Marcelina went away, and every thmg again 
feemed quiet. The knights, quite chilled with hdtti 
rocR*, renlained motSottlefS) holding eich other b^ the 
hand. In a few minlittfs Arfnoflede ai*ofe fp6mh€t 
feat, called a fervant, to whom (he gave ^i'dfcrs to 
tell Sylvan to come to her ^ and' in a moment after, 
the little page, entering the i'oom in a norfy manhtt, . 
exclaimed : ** At length you call me, but why did 
you not return below f You never beforfe V^ceived me 
in this clofet." — " My dear Sylvan," replied Armd^ 
ftede, " I am fo weak and overcome this eveiwng, 
that I had not; rcfohition to go down ftairs.**-^** Yoli - 
«re weak? fo much the better, it h fo I n^Vjuld 

have 



tteojbis more; tcfe^ci' 'tod3fiS>wBKye*'r-r''"oMwe j^ft- 
4^rrb'2rfa(J do:.^©© '.tm»gi»e'ftliat to ibift.poi^Weiif'No^ 
no^^youicai^e weUriaw^are I Jove yoU ic[;niftinjBi^.*'-r— : 
Hfij^ttcrjt!ianJ:ho!i'lQvedft Chloe ?''4-*^. AJi } Ghlo^ 
felaaridfohie. 'tis true,. but you Jire zihouf&iid^isxk^ 
xdotie .tkarrtiilig,' more tender!; aaad theft Qblo^ his, 
not ' foch pretty ■ hands^ . ib: foft , • fo; whit^ j i {o delk^e 
•r«*I- wdi?»e tlwfe ha6d»*n-^, , -^iiy ido yoU imtht\riy9. 
tbettr.*??'4-<< Thbu (hah klfs tiiemrio ^moi^Qi |:iU th<>«f 
haft Executed myorae^s.'^-^^^ Is it! j^i^e i"-*-« Yesf 
lam determiiied u;pd]a iti''* — << Thefe curfcd phUter^P? 
-i^^^^tftj Vrhy baft thou ftfchlrepugnanc^ to adnii* 
ilifter them ? Ganft thou doubt ctf their efficacy,??*-** 
^'No, futtly, fince you have made trial upoa lrtty>* 
felf; I well know that l;0»ce loved jGhioe, that now 
Ixw loirger tevelwi^, Imt-thatyou I adore." — " And 
yetyzi r had told thee, the dSeSt was; not fo power-* 
fill, as it would have been hadft thou not been fore^ 
Warned of it. But I condi^Jfted tnyfeif with all the 
firanknefs of love ; I confefled my paffion to thee y I 
oflFcred to make thee forget Chloe ; I explained, to 
thee the ^ffeft of this beneficent drug." — f* Oh I fhaU . ^" 
aeVer forget it. It was one nrght ! — Scarce had I 
Swallowed the liqubr^ when I inftantly felt what yotf 
had foretold '5 that emotion j ih?Lt dif quietude, that 
devouring fl^me-^-that fluttering at" the heart l-^i 
k^oked at you with ot"her< eyes-i*-I immediately loft att 
txy bafhfalnefs -do you remember, it ?"-^« Ah^ but 
too 5«relL" — " Had ^ou made me drink a feWdrop* 
more, it h certain I ihould entirely have loft my 
fenfds." — << When we know how to prepare a love* 
|»otiO]^, we do not miftake refpcftirig the dofe (32).^ 
After fuch pofitive and ftmldng experience^ why 
then doft hefit^lte to give thefe pikers to thy mait 
tct and to Beatrice ?"-.— fAre you very fure they wftl 
reciprocally love each, other ?''-^< I have explained 
thttt to thet fo •often k'Ww I ^bclitve, -but do not 

rightly 
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rightlf comprebend ii." — « If thou believeft kr 
what more h necefiary ? Confider, Sylvan, tliat kkt 
obeying me, tbou wilt make the fortune of thy malV 
terj procure the happtnefs of Beatrice and our own. 
Thou wilt no longer have a rival, and I can give' 
myfdf up to thee without conftraim, and without: 
any dread of an incenfed lover/'— *« But ftill, it is^ 
deceiving my mafter, it is abufing the emplophenfer 
I have under him — And .poor Ifambard too, whoy 
'tis faid, adores the princds, and isbeloved by her 
again ; how this will afflict him^! He will perhaps fight 
with my mafler. What will 'then become of me^ 
who am the caufe of all this diforder ?'? — " Well- 
then, give up all thoughts of me, for I declare X 
fliall never have the sefolution to diimifs Oger, and 
eertainly thou fhalt not be my lover as long as Ogeit 
remains conftant to»me." — «< And yet you- love me i*T' 
— « To diftraftion."— « I will not leave you before 
day*l]ght. Oh? how fortunate this night may prove !" 
— « Ah I thou haii had Oger's phial in thy pocket 
for two days paft ^ if thou hadft obeyed me, with 
what transport, with what delicious intoxication 
would I now prefs thee to my bofom,"^ — " To thyt 
bofom, to that alabafter bofomr*— *♦ Ungrateful 
boy, if thou lovedft me ! if the flame which con-- 
fumes me ran through thy veins — !'*—-« Hear me— 
if, notwithftanding all I have laid, I fhould prove 
that your orders are executed !'*—<« How ?'^— «« Yes,^^ 
I have adminiftered the beverage — ^This very noon at 
dinner, Oger received it from my hand." At theie 
terrible words Hambard fhuddered ; but Pgen wil- 
ling to hear the aid of this interview, put his hand 
upon his friend^s mouth, and the infamous Armo- 
flcdc continued tOf^'fpeak. .«*'Is it really true," laid 
flbc^ ^ and. why have you. concealed it from me f f^ 
— ^ 1 was deiirous of o\sring my happinefs foldy ta 
the excefs of thy love. Here, look at thb phiaL"^ 
••*Tiiou haft not given a fufficient dofc,, thou 
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ftouMeft liaTe adminiftered the half ofit ; for I told 
thcc it ought to be taken m two dayis.**'— — ^ I was 
in hafte> I was confufed ; but 1 thought I had given* 
enough to inflame him/*—" IMd he grow pale ? 
was he in a languifhing condition the reft of the day f 
Thou knoweft thefe fymptoms oT d<efire and love^ 
ihould manifeft themfelves until the very moment of 
happineis. This thou experienceft thyielf, thou haft 

no longer thy ruddy looks.** •< Yes, 1 burn, I 

languiih, but thou art goh^ to cure me ; that thoa 
muft now do." — " Stop— I muft flil^ha've more fa- 
tisfaAory proof — Befides, Sylvan, I vow I have sr 
fever to-night, I am in pain, in violent pain,^ ancjk 
particularly within this laft hour.'^T— «< Come, come,. 
*tis only the fever of love." — « Sylvan, I proteft, I 
am very ill." — «< Well, I can no longer Ik and de-- 
ceive you. Know then the nature of thy ittnefs ? 
'tis what I myfelf endure. O adorable woman, par- 
don thy lovei^ — ^That philter prepared by thofe di-' 
vine hands, and which communicates to the fenies 
an aAive and confuming flame, Oger has not taken ; 
love has made a happier ufe of it ; this evening, at 
fupper*time, I had the dexterity to adminifter it 
to thee." At thefe words Armoflede- funk back 
with terrour into her chair, and lofing all reflection, 
fhe cried out with a languid voice, " O heavens ! I 
am poifoned !" — Sylvan fliuddered. " What do I 
hear ?" cried he. " What ! was this beverage poi- 
fon ?" — ^Thc deteftable Armoflede could make no 
reply, fhe had fallen into a fwoon. Sylvan, difmay- 
ed, and feized with horrour and affright, called 
loudly to the fervants. At this inflant he heard fome 
hafty foot-fteps; the door opened, and whgt were 
his terrours on perceiving Ifambard and the Danifh 
knight! The unfortunate page, burfting into tears, 
ran and threw himfelf at his mailer's feet. Oger 
lifted him up, took him in his arms, and prefling 
him to his bofom> " My dear youth," tried he, 

* « when 
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juft bfea^ihowk^^ I aup^ con0<ient; that my, erroup 

and your ovnx wfll fcrye io cqavinceiU^ of tl^e danger 

of the;paffionsj, ai|dro£:the.valua of » gcod morals and- 

virtue. Ah, Ji;ievan forget tiii&^crribte kffoft !"-*• 

. OgeTji ^s he thus /pok^y could ^ot refraiti from tears ^ 

b^t th^]Br were, ioon fined up pit obf^rving the iafa* 

naoqs . Awn^fi^c rcccT«ring from hci^ fit, and ©pen* 

ifg Jt^^r. eyes. On perceiving the kaigkts, it wa^' 

nether m her p^w^rto ihun t&eir prc&nce nor to 

iKQwaoy marks of. fur prife^ . JPet^'ifcd ifkh sUlonifh- 

i^ent and horrouTy fhe continued in A frightful fi^ftfi 

oJF inaction,' eyeing them v»4th haggard and ftupid 

looks> pger apptdacjiing. ter, « Fo5r three hour* 

]^ft," ftid he, •< concealed behind that wainfto«,> I 

heard every thing that h^s be^n faid. At lengthv^ 

afrJtnowledgB a providenccj ^hich fooaer or latter po^ 

niihes the guilty.'* Upon this, taking the affli^ed 

Sylvan by tfte hamd, and leaning Upon IftmbardV- 

arm, Oger haftily left th€ chamber* At the door of 

the hou>fe Sylvan, acoofting Oger with a fupplicating. 

air, « O my dear mafter," faid he, << I deteft herj^* 

^tis true, but (he is poifoned, and by my hand^— TliU 

is a dr^dful circumitatice ; muft we leave h^r withi* 

out affiftance ?'^ — •'^< I am totally Ignorant," anfwered 

Oger, " what kii^d of antidote is neceflary for her,j 

and our prefencc will bur aggravate the horrours of 

her conditipm But we will fend oae of the prirt* 

cefs's phyficians to her." This, indeed, was his firft 

care on his arrival at the palace 5 he likewifc called 

up Theobald to give him an account of the crimes of 

Marcelina and Armgflede^ foliciting' the pardon of 

tl^ Utter. Marcelina was taken into cuflaodj^, and 

u^n tfte depoiiticms of the two knights, the little 

p^ge, and FeliK, that, abominable woman was fhut 

up for the reft of her days... Th-e phyficiate pro* 

j>ounced Armofledc's life to be otat of danger, *bat 

declared k was not in the power of art to reftoire her : 

to 
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to healthy and that (he would-be obliged to keephct- 
-bed for feve¥ai'week«. Her kotife w^s ftaf'chcd, and 
four phials were found cohtdining* 'i poifon iimilftr 
to that (he had piit into- the hands tff tlie cridiilouS 
Sylvan. Beatrice fent hfer an affurahce of p^rdoril 
adding, that flie permit fcfd her to Terrfaki three 
months longer in the hpufe fhe lived in, but at the 
expiration of that time, ihe ihould be ^ ever ba# 
niQied JFrom'the duchy oif Gleves. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



JfRIENDS OF THE NINt.H CENTURX. ■ 



For bleflinga ever wait o|i ifirtuoua deed^) 
And thovgh a late, a fure reward facceeds. 

Mourning Bride. CoNGAETX*,^ 

THE war, which had now been carried on for tw(> 
months, ftill continued ina^ive and unprodtlftive of 
bloody conibats i difcord created divifions among thi 
chiefs of the allied powers 5 fome were deiirous of 
peace, others were anxiou^ for the prolongation of 
iioftilitifes, and feveral of them already expreflcd their 
" Intentions of withdrawing themfelves from thisini'- 
prudent and unjuft coalition. The troops fought witli. 
'regret, and the heroic courage of their adverfaries 
fpread fuch tertour through the whole army, that the 
jgenerals, fearful of being ill fupported, did not ven- 
ture iipoh any thing decifive. Barmecide, In council^ 
forcibly recaued to the memory of the princes every 
thing he had foretold. The events had'juftified h|S 
former fpeech againft the war ; his genius and clot. ' 
quence^met with* great admiration, but paffion got 

the 
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the better of reafoa and, found policy. In the ?SLpt 

in which we now iiye^ fuch blindnefs will certainly 

^appear inconceivable to thofe wife heads which giv^ 

f:ounfeltp fovereignsi and rule the £k>uriflii];ig em* 

}>ires of Europe ; but it mttft be recoUeAed we are 
peaking of the ninth centurjr. Without this confi- 
deration, fuch meafiires would furely appear egre« 
gioufly abfurd, and utterly incredible* 

The befiegers made their attacks with timidky^ 
and, being always repulfed with vigour, nothing me- 
morable took place during the reft of the winter, 
except a few fingle combats between the chiefs of 
the two parties, who reciprocally challenged each 
other. The youthful Roger, acquainted that Rot- 
bold was" in the army of the princes, was eager to 
combat the perfecutor of Azoline. The confliA was 
long and terrible y he difplayed all the heroic valour, 
and all the generofity of chivalry. He wounded and 
overthrew his adverfary, and, being mafter both of 
his life and liberty, « I leave thee," laid he, " thy 
execrable exiftence, in order to furnifli me with an 
opportunity of vanquifhmg thee again ; I difdain to 
take fo vile a prifoner ; by the laws of war thy fpoils 
belong to me, but they cannot become a trophy <^ 
glory, and will fully tlie hand that is pure." On 
iaying this, he left him on the field of battle, and 
returned to the caftle. The courageous Axiana was 
witnefs^of this aAion, and, having learnt from Ifam- 
bard the fiory of Roger, fhe applauded his genero- 
fity. This fufirage was of ineftimable vahie in the 
eftimation of Roger ; for Axiana had made a deep 
impreffion upon his heart, and this new paffion ferved 
to weaken daily the tender remembrance of Azoline. 
But Roger remarked with concern, that the Knights 
of the Swan alone feemed to attract the notice and 
excite the attention of the countefs. Roger was per- 
fuaded, that one of thefe knights had the good for- 
tune to pleafe the fair Axiana $ he was moft appre- 

henfive 



kSenfivs of Oliver, for his mind iira& ajt cafe refpeAt 
ing Ifambard, imagining him to be in love with Bea^ 
irice, and that, according to the general opinion, he 
was ag^in beloved., In one of themoft vigorous afr. 
faults, whkh the befieged repulfed with their accuf* 
tomed valour, the counteis difplayed all the intrepid 
dity of tlie braveft and moft daring warrior. . Rot* 
bold, who was now cured of his wounds, provoked 
thi& -heroine to £ngle combat 4 ;ihe determined to 
:aGcept'^be challenge in fpite .of thti intreaty of all 
tkiA knights; and the painful difquietude of Roger. 
.Theccm^at laftednear an hdur with, equal advan- 
tage to both fides, when a violent ftorm accompanied 
with hail fuddenly arifing, afforded. the fpeAators of 
either party a pretext for feparating the warrioi's. 
•The Knights of the Swan, follqwcd by the moft 
zealous defenders of the duehefs, made feveral jfallies 
in hopes of provoking a general battle \ but the 
eneiiiy' ftill continued in their entrenchments ; and 
in all thefe expeditions the* party of Beatrice could 
^nly obtain the glory of diipiaying a fuperior de- 
gree of courage, and that of making a few pri- 
toners. 

In the mean time, Oliver, who for the laft two 
months had been delivered from his dreadful obfef- 
£on, and enjoyed the refrefhment of fleep, infenfibly 
recovered health,- and refumed all the glowing bloom 
of youth. This kind of phyfical revolution pro- 
"dnced iikewife a revolution in his ideas.' His ardent 
inlagination, relieved from a domineering and terri- 
Me train of refle&ion, now turned to objeAs of an 
engaging and fafcinating nature. Celanira ftill exift- 
ed at the bottom of his heart \ Hut, Knowing that 
ihe had at length received the immortal palm of 
virtue, ihe no longer prefented herfelf to his mind 
under the diftrcffing form of an innocent viftim, or 
the bewitching fhape of one who paffionately Ipved 
He coiild no longer view her but thfough the 

medium 
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inediuin ^of I'lnsligioos. veiljl and .under) in angtlifi 
and myfteriousi > Form* . A conteipplatiqii t of .fa VH'^ 
a nature ieft'hinr a vago^ '^ough^ Adilmi^iire^MEn^ 
farance, ^hich produced upon. hi^.fiDui. ait iihpi|[efSaa 
more foft than profound, ahti which^'fai £rhm,maio* 
taxiing the conf^ancyof unfortunate. ;dave| dailj 
-weakened its reg^rets.. '« <, f.;» 

^ Being acquainted, witi^ the niterefting floty of tbe 
ducbefs^s pearl liecklace^ Oliver from* that jndment 
let an hieftimable value uipah this t^der ;]^kdg6^ of 
her fentimehts'. ' Having taken. it from ths«jl}<mffixigs 
-df'hit ho7fe,''he had converted kt/ihto ai.fataceiS^ 
w^hich he ^ore upon his left arni} and which ^was 
concealed .under his clothes. It was the duftom of 
the times to vtrear^ in, this manner the moft valued 
^Ht of A inifbrefs) and. the • cuftomi- was then, confe- 
crated onJy to love *. Thefe pearls, fattened round 
the ami df Oli^ei", had/the efFeA of.^ talifma^ upon 
him/ ot^ rather they became a real one $. for .h. was 
doubtlefs the magic powfer of love which- gave the 
firil idea of a fupernatural enchantpient. : Oiiver was 
vety feniible of the ^7io}ent paiBon he fidt, and d^l 
not even endeavour to check it ; but he was not < the 
lefs faithful to honour and'friendihip. He i^fbefled 
-maturely upon his iituation, fcrupulouJly examined 
the duties -^hich were impofed upon him, and vjowed 
to fuljil them all. He was weti.aw^ne^'.tbat^inde* 
pendently of his friendlhip' for Ifambard> and *of 
the gratitude whicH he owed him, a^'fecond masr. 
riage would ftiil be criminal. He bcmiideted, that 
all -the felicity of a new union would be every md- 
-ixittit impojfoned by this frightful thought :< The.hap^ 
^ptnefs I 'nctu; eujoy^ I owe to the death cf Celanira^ lobo 
^was Affqffinated by ' my iofui J-^^WitAcut that horrWle 
'ierimey Beatrice would nevfir kfve beeii my w^,— -This 
• reflexion made him quake, and wits ; 8ver- prefentrto 

■•«'*... ni'% ■ 

* Sfifi Memoirs of Chivalry^ by^Mr.deGu^al^. •.: 4 
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his mind. ** No, no,^ fatdic^ to himfeifi "/i^ere.I 
not to find a rival in the deareft of fripnds^ -andr lyro- 
thers, yet. Beatrice coujd never be 9iine$ it.U my 
duty to hide from her for ever, the ftpnthtients (he 
infpir&s^ or at leaft to perfaade her that they ari& 
only frbm the remembrance ,Sie revive? ^ I ought to-. 
ufe .all the afcendancy I have over h^ -ih favour of 
ITambard ; but I may be ailowed to adore her in fe-. 
cret, and in this manner I may do fo without re- 
morfe. O Celanif a, it i$ thou alojne ^rhom I love ia 
her i— What other form but thine could have been 
able ftill to fix g;jy attention ! — Wh^t other foul, 
than thy angelic one^ covild have afTumed fuph em- 
pire over mine ! — I adore her, becaufe I adore thee ! 
— Had thy remembrance been loft, would ftie have 
been able to. make this deep, this Indelible imprefiion 
upon my heart ? , Had my dreadful fufFerings, had 
my dark diefpair deftroyed the ardent paffipn I che-. 
rilhed for thee, I (hould ha¥e beheld Beatrice with 
indifference. But can T again find thee^ without, 
tranfport ?" — Thus did Oliver juftify a pafllon which 
in fa£t was fo blended with the remembrance of Cela- 
nira that he could rjot confider it as a 'new afiedtion. 
The felicity of being ftill under the empire of love ; 
feeling his foul again alive to the delicious imprefiions 
of ■ tendernefs j this new and powerful intereft which 
revived his attacf.ment to life, enabled him to confi- 
der the painful facrifices he had impofed upon him- 
felf, if not without fome bittemefs, at leaft without 
defpair; facrifices to which his ,mind had been ac-» 
cuftoiwed fince the death of Celanira^ by cpnfidcring 
fo often, that there was but one real evil in life, that 
of leaving the objeft, of his afieftions. In iSne, he 
repeatedly concluded, that the happinefs of Beatrice 
and Ifambard fulBced tp render him happy; he re- 
marked, However, the growing inclination of Axiana.' 
for his friend with fecret fatisfaftipn, which he was 
unwilTing to avow to hip^lf j but at the bottom of 
Voftill. K his 
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1^ tietrt lie conceived the hope that Ifambfird m 
time m^g^ Yetui^n the «0a&t^&'s |>dffioti^ and on tilis 
cMfideritiM he aifotred hiinfelf to wifh that Bea- 
£1^ Might^ftiU {>re£brve her Kbertjr. ^ Thus did he^ 
l6t »o oppditttiiity of praiSng Axiana efcape hioi s 
sBild efpeciailjr vhieti Ua^bard was within his hearing.^ 
He tt&\&ed fach adtniratiom of that princ^fs, that 
mttiythoaifht he '^as himfelf in Vovt withher ; but 
the ht^tt of Bdattice <did not mifunderftand all this ; 
a^d fhe had W^e^iik ^ifrovered the ientlmeRts of 
Axiana. 45he detertniiled to hate an interview with 
Kfambard on this fiibjeA; and ane evening ibe in- 
vited hiih to ian interview in her ciofet* This tinex- 
pefteid rendezvous gave more uneaiinefs than joy to 
the Kni^ of the Swan. For fome time piift he had 
€n>rerved the ducheils was much changed with regard 
tb hin^-j' and, although he Ihowed no preference to 
smdthcfr, he obferved an abfence of mind and me^- 
lancholf -^bout-her, wljkh ftruck him exceedingly. 
Often had he refufed to give admittance to the dif- 
treffing fufpicionS) which afforded him a glimpfe of 
the 'truth j and he approached the duchefs with a . 
dolorous 'prefenfeiment, which but too well prepared 
his mind for the ceiltfidence fhe was going to re- 
pdfe in him. He found her alone ; at firfl fhe feem^ 
ed ttiuch embarrafl^d ; after a fhort time, appearing 
to take fOurage, fhe Informed him the was going to 
^pen her heart to him without any^difguife. She 
added, that fhe was fbirfible how extraordinary this 
ftep tnuft aippear ; that fhe had with great difficulty 
prevailed upon herfelf to take it, but that fhe hoped, 
the mofb perfeA efteeih and the fincerefl friendOiip 
would plead in her excufe. After this introduction, 
fhe declared her love for Oliver, and related every 
thing that had pafTed between them. She dwelt par- 
ticularly upon the refufal Which Oliver h^d made ef 
tier hand ; and, above all> upon his endeavours ta 
recommend his friend to her. " He did "every 
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tVmgf e^smimted flie, " to make me dcddein yotit 
* lavour J ev^ry thii^, even to the zcknoMpdemcxjct 
of his misfortune and his crime. — And knowing his^ 
deploraUe deftiny, I was fenfible, with him, that 
fideKty to the memory of Gelanira was^ in faft, the 
moft lacred of duties. I do not pretend to his love i 
I (hall never be any thing more than a fifter to hini j 
but I cannot fix him near me but by giving him the 
title of hu(band. When in the courfe of time he 
&aU know that this virtuous union fecures the hap- 
pinefs of my life ; when he fhall be well convinced, 
that his prefence and his frlendfhip fuflSice for my 
felicity ; when nn Beatrice he fhall ceafc to fee thg 
rivafl of Celanira, his vowsj I am perluaded, will ac- 
cord with mine, if the fentiments he knows you 
entertain for me do not afford an invincible obftacle.'* 
-^-^< G heavens !" cried Ifambard mournfirlly, « fhall 
I be an ebftacle to the happinefs of Beatrice and 
Oliver !'*—'" Ah, generous Ifambard," returned the 
tluchefs, <* it depends but on you to make us all 
happy .^'^ — " I have myfelf now renormced happinefs 
for ever !— 'But what can I ^do to contribute to yours ? 
Speak, madam, and atleall do not doubt of my obe- 
dicnce.^'— ^< Axiana paffionately loves you ; I am 
well convinced- of it; the beauty, the virtue, the 
heroic qualities, of this illuflrious princefsj the glory 
with which fhe is furrounded, render her worthy of 
captivating a hero like yourfelf. Befides, fhe is 
daughter to one of the moft iliuftrious fuccefTor^ of 
the great Pelagius, and widow to a prince who bore 
the title of king.'*-^" Yes, madam," interrupted 
Ifambard, ** I am aware how great a diflance her 
bk»th and rank place between herfelf and me ; I can 
coolly furvey the interval which feparates us, and I 
know the whole extent of it. But allow me to tell 
you, that being ready to immolate myfelf f6r your 
ftke, I am defirous at leaft that my facrifice fhould 
IJOt be attributed to ambition; I would refufe a 
Vol- IL ^ a throne 
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throne were it ofifered me 1. and yet you ipay difpole 
of my liberty.: but there is a furcr and an ea&er ex-, 
pedient at band. You wiih to give me a wife ; I 
confent to t^ke^ne ; but c}M>ofeii^r from among the 
bdie;^ who. are about your perfon. Point her out, 
madam \ andj if ^ibe ..will accept xstj Jjand, I will in-^ 
fiantly lead her to the altar ; and I fwe^r to make 
her happy, .^d to conceal /or ever from her the iitua-. 
tion of my heart." ^ht ^hefe words, Beatrke, much 
afFeded, liftc;d li^^ey^s, b^th^d in tears, ..to, Ifam- 
bard. " Wliat are your propofing to me^P" faid (he, 
<* Can you imagine me capable of fuch an abufe of 
that naiatchlcfs generpfity?" — "IJow, 'madam," re- 
tflrned , Ifambard, « flbajl I, not be , certajn^ thgit the 
wife I ihould jeceive from your.- h^nds will b& worthy 
of my efteem ; and can J, henceforth indulge hap- 
pier hopes fr-nj.would fpare y^u ,the embarrafljnent 
of -direAing ,niy choice, were I .^nyielf capable of 
making a reaffMiable one ; but ,1 have no intimacy 
here hut. with ^hreej>erfons!,whofe hearts are. engaged ;-. 
with Delia, Amalberga, and Sylvia. With, the pth^rs 
I am fcarcely acquainted. ^ yop mufi therefore guide^ 
my choice." The fimplicity .with which Jfambai^d 
explained himfelf;|dded/o great ^ «,value .to his. un- 
bounded devotQdners,ahatwthe duchefs was. unable. to 
exprcfs th« fer^fe of h^r admiration apd. gratitude. 
She contemplated him in filence, and her tears gently 
trickled down her chcel^. ><*,Ceafe," c^ied he, « to 
diftrefs yourfelf :at *my .conditipn. Jt is true, th<e, • i 

paflion you rej^ --WiU end. only with, my life ; but 
Oliver is as dear to me as.my loycitfclf j that friend- 
fliip> which h^s ,fo long^ been the only paffion of my ' 
heart, can never be .weakened by any other attach- 
ment. Oliver, ^though my rival, is ilill the moft. 
afi'c6lionate, the mpft generous, and the nobleft of 
men. Accuftomed io many years to pride myfclf in 
bearing the name of his brotl^er in arpas, in^adnpiri^^j 
jhis exploits and his glory, interjfjfting myfelf in hi^, 
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ftrtcfcffes or his ptfhis, -his hipf)rh'efe may be at va- 
riance with my intlinatJbris' afnd hopes, but he can- 
not deftroy rarne, finee in hiin I'fhall e^er find con- 
fplation/ The excefir^bf his forrows has fo olofcly 
cemented oiir unien^ that had he never known Bea* 
trice, and (he had offered' me her" hand on condition 
of; my feparating' myfetf frdm'liimPiJ fliould have 
made the moft lieroic 4acrifict to* friendfhip, and the* 
moft trying that- fricnfdihip could ev^r experience.* 
Unfortiunate Oliver fwhofe bitt€r tears ,1 have fo 
often wiped away. Ah,' may he iaf length lofe the 
remembrancc^-of hfe dreadful fuffcrkigs f You alone^ 
madam, c^ tnake^ hinr adcfcjuate eompehfation . — O 
iow little wiH'it coft me to /orget myfelf, if I fee 
you happ/ijn- each' other :^—«< Ah/* cried Beatrice, 
«* Oliver furely^ ought to prefer fiich a friend to -all 
other confiderationsi and -i^ will be out ^f my power 
to confole him' for the ftcrifJces-" which you would 
make for- his fake."-^— ^Ifa'mbard wtfs going to reply 5 
but at thU-inftant a^page entercid the tlofet to in-^ 
form the dtlchefs, tha^ a ciEM»rfer had juft announced 
the arrival of ^coentThedeilcj and the troops fent 
by Charlemagne. ' Beatrice reqiiefted Iftmbard to go * 
immediately Jii queft of Oliver arid the other French 
knights, in order: to accompany them -to meet thd-- 
Imperial general. • 
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CH APtER XXii:- 

A CONFLAGR/iTtOff. 
JLe moitiei^c do pfiril-«ft cekii de Tiuaioiir/ 



Do BeAot.^ 



AT the iriftant* in which the French knights zU 
fembled by-Ifambard-^ere fetting off to meet connt 

Thederic, 



Thederk^ the ibuod ol die iM>ra aaoouBced hS^ 
arrival* Theyliafteded to tbe grand court of the 
palaccj and there tfaey in^ TMdorki who teftifievi 
' tke freal-eft delight on feeing his bra^e counttft 
llien. As they were ^terittg the drawing-roooi^ 
one of the page»^ of Thederics breaking through the^ 
crowd with great eagerncfdi threw hiin^If into the^ 
arms of Oliver, who, with pitafure and furpriie^ re«»^ 
cogniied Mirta,, the adoptive child 4)f Dis^as an<E 
Ordalia, whona he had delivered from the tyranny 
of the ferocious Rotbold* Tfaederic informed Oliver^, 
that Qrdalis and Dlauhs^ having fnfely an!iv«d.8t 
the C4>urt of Charlemagne^ had been received witk 
tranfpcnrt by Witikind ; that; after having embraced: 
chri&anity, they conceived it thitr duty t0 r^ncwy 
In a public manner^ the facred ¥Ows of marriage aixd 
the adoption o£ Mirva ; that the latter, on feeing/ 
Thederic preparing to naarch to- the fuccour of the 
duchefs of Ckvesy /had &ewn fo. ftrOng a deiire to<^ 
accompany him m the expedition, nod there t&- 
make his ^rft eiTay in armS| that his adoptiiKe parents^, 
yielding to his inilances, had prevailed, upon them^ 
ielves to part with him, and truft him to the care of 
Thederic ** After this explanatioAy Thederic deli- 
vered to Oliver a letter fipom Witikind. Olivar re-- 
tired to hb irhamber to perufe it ; and ia this letter 

* It was a eomtnon pradice in thefe tiii\pi to fend children of 
that ag^ into the army, of to the hefieging of a place. This exam"- 
pie has fince often been renewed ; and even in our own times. 
Thd youngeft of my unfortunate pupils (Mr. de Beaujolois) haa 
made his firft campaign-'ia the )>refent war. tie has been infeveral 
bloody campaigns; and difplayed all the tranquillity and noble, 
courage, which, among Uy many other virtues-, fb eminently diftin*- 
guilh his brothers ; and he was then but in his etevcnth year. — Wh^it , 
children, what young people of their age, have fliown nu>re courage, 
m&ivity, and zeal (and, l may yentiire"ti»' fay, talents) ; more diiin- 
tereiledneft' and love of their country ? — And what has been their 
recompenfe ? — ^The reader will pardon a rcfle<!Jlioi\, which, i^ cer- 
tainly out of its place berie; ttut alas ! how many things revire the 
fiBBret w)uch tries' from fo oaumd (wd kten a ferrow I., 
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Ife fouiRt iht nfoft poii'erfol confolattons. , Witikind 
expreflbd all the gratitude which he felt tdiirards. the 
deliverer of his. foa y and he addedr thai tihis event 
•akme ccmlA (often his miafortunesi^ an<l ftiil. attach 
him to liie« After having, read the lettei> .ivhich he^ 
wet with his t^ariB, Oliver cettirned to Ibe drawii^gy 
room. He there found every olie taken up with 
young Mirva. The dachefs^ being informed of his 
ftory, had requcfted Thederic to give up this eharm^ 
fng child to her care $ and it h^d beetf jufi arranged, 
that he fiiouM a^ as one of the duchefs'-s page&duriiYg 
the tc^ Kit the fiege. liiirva^ at the knee of Beatrice, 
amufed her hy a i{>rightline& an<f engBging flmplicity 
of xnannersj w^^cli^ihe had never obfenred in an^r 
^her child. £d«Kated fer from courts,, and totally 
«aac<|ctalntedwith eticpiette, he had no idea of the 
inequality of tank % h/^ was capable, however^^ of re- 
fer ve, for hevefpedtodage; but he knew llfot what' 
timidity was. Among all aboid: him^ Theobald waff 
the on^ peribn with w^om he was notfa'iiiiliar. The 
good old manr wanted to embrace him ; and Mirva 
kiflbd his' hand witk the expreiHon of the deepeft" 
venera$:ion. The yout^i and beauty of Beatrice had 
not infpired the fame fentiment $ feditfgly touched 
at her rarefii^s, he gave way, without conftraiar^ 
to his fettilbilky. OGver could not obferve without 
fecret gratitude the attentions which Beatrice Showed 
-to Mirva; he was confcious of the part he himfetf 
ihared in that tender conc^rn^ Often did Beatrice^ 
as ffje heard or looked at the child^ endeavour tor 
difguife by a imik> the emotioff he had inipired. She 
would appear to be playing jsrfld jetting with him, yet 
would her eyes overflow with tears.^ Oliveir r<jad 
her h^jTtf'he perceived^ (he v^as.fondi of dwelling, 
upon an objeft which reminded her of the gdnerous 
aftion of the deliverer of Diaulas. - 

When fiipper was ended> Oliver, inftead of retiring 
to refi> walked into the -garden, k war bow ih« 
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carljr part cf the month of May; the beauty of the 
night and-^he clearnefs of the moonniine awo^e a 
thoufand teiider and painful ideas in Jiis mind. He 
wandered a*k>ng time' among the terraces which fur- 
found th&caftle, and at length fat himfelf down s^n a 
sbench ^fadtig the palace, and juft oppofite the apar^ 
ment of the duchefs* There looking at Beatrice's 
chaidber windows,' << O traniient and . brilliant days 
of happinefs," cried he, << for mc you will be renew- 
ed no more ! Nei?er fhall I again tafte the dear de- 
light of thofe- interviews, which mutual confidence 
and love rendered inexhauftible and ever new. Hence- 
forward fhall my life wafte away without the engag- 
ing incident of the hour of aflignation ! Bereaved of 
hope, and condemned to iilence, my .imagination 
ihall no more indulge the pleafing dreanbs of delicious 
expe£lation,.or my Hps again pronounce the foft vow 
of loving for ever. Such is my deftiny, and nothing 
■can alter it. Yet I have not loft aU f I admirer with 
^enthuiiafm, I love to idolatry, there fUU exifts a foul 
whofe fentiments are reffionfive to mine. Alas,! that 
tender heart may juQiy accufe me of ingratitude ! 
But, can Beatrice be unacquainted with my itnti- 
. mfents ? Her own, together with fo many proofs of 
pure and delicate atfe^ion, muft furiely convince her 
of the empire fhc has acquired over me ! — No, ra- 
ther let her for ever remain ignorant of my unhappy 
littachment. Such is my wifii, and fuch my refolu- 
tion !** — As Oliver thus fpoke, his. face was bathed in 
tears : — He fell into a reverie, and with his eyes fted- 
faftly fixed ^upon the walls which furrounded the du- 
chefs, he remained more than two hours in uninter- 
rupted contemplation. At length he thought of re- • 
tiring to. his room, when cafling his eyes lodwards the 
top x>f the gaUcry which -conimuiiicated with the 
apartment of the ducheis, he perceived a thicis vo»- 
lume of fmoke^ which, proceeding from the roof, 
apffeared of .the blackeft hue^ contriafted as it wat 
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t^ith the azure of a clear and ftrene iky. ^t the- 
,fsLtne inflant the flames broke throu^ the filing, 
which began to feparate and tumble from the roof. 
Oliver ru&ed into the palace ; he was unacquainted 
with the private paflage to the duchefs's room 5 he 
knew of no other entrance than ^through the gallery, 
and without any heiitution he* determined to pmfs it. 
It was now two in the morning; th« apartments of the 
princefs formed a wing of the callle^ which was only 
occupied by the ladies 'of the court, the domeftics, 
and the guards. The knights and the o^cr'inha- 
bitants of the taftle lodged in pavilions fcparated'from 
the palace by large courts and long terraces* 5' *aH 'Was 
funk in profound fleepi The centinelsj however, 
who were upon the watch, perceiving the fiam^^fent 
out the foldiers of the guards and gav€i the-fignal of 
alarm. Oliver heard the figiial, but -'he had now 
traverfed / half of the gaflcry- The- conflagration 
ificreafed with aftdnifhing rapidity, and "^had already 
reached the door- of the pmnceis's. chamber. The 
thicknefs of the fmbke, the violence of the - flskmesy 
the falling in of the walls, rencfered the pafiing of 
the gallery. equally perilous and difficult.' Oliver, as 
he went along it, cried out witii a loud voice to the 
duchefs, to make her efcape thro^iigh a back ftaw*^ 
cafe. At the voice of Oliver, Beatrice awoke i Ihe 
fprung from her bed in terrour, and had juft time 
to throw a muflin undrefs over her flioulders. At 
this inftant her door opened, flie faw the gallery aif 
on fire, and the Knight of the Swan 10 the midft of 
the flames ! He darted towards her^ feized her hand, 
and drew her towards tlie other door of the s:ham- 
ber. Beatrice, all aftonifhed, led him to the head 
of the fmall ftair-cafe ; . and there, b^ihg no longer 
able to fupport herfelf upon her trembling legs^fhe 
ftaggered, and appeared ready f p fink on the floor- 
Oliver fnatched her in his arms, r^n down the flairs^ 
weot through a p^fiage, and opeiied a door whicH 
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led to a terrace* ApprelieikBng tfie (feftnidtiov oh 
the whole palace^ he was anxioiBs to remove the du-* 
chefs to foQie diftance^aod determined upon carrying' 
her to Axiana^s pavilion ^ and for this purpofeJt 
was necciraQt.to crofs a. confiderable part of the gar-' 
den. Beatrice had not^fainted zvzy, but the emo- 
tion (he fdt, and the tcrrour vrith which flie Was 
ieized, deprived he!r of all pow<tr of motion and 
fpeech* Oliver^ for the firft time noW forgettlng^ ail 
his forrows,'and tcanfported with the pfureft dcBghtf 
neverthelefs experienced a painfil embarraffment on- 
perceiving Beatrice half naked in Ms^ arms. Ah }!^ 
who can define true love, and fay what contrary fen*- 
timents it is able ta produce !^^-01iver preffed to his 
}^eart the woman he adored, aind the moft beatitifuL 
woman in the univerfe, and yet he would rather 
have feen her walk by his fide. The negligent and 
difordered condition, in which he'behigrld her, wound-' 
ed the idolatrous veneration he liad for her v he bore 
her with fuperftitious rcfpeft, venturing neither to 
preis her in his arms, nor to look at her ^ it feemed' 
as if he were fearful of |)rofaning the objpft of his 
iecret worfliip. He gently laid down his lovely bur- 
den at the foot of a tree, thirty paces diftaiit from 
Aziana^s pavilion |ai^. then fell upon his knees, 
and joining his haip&NtQget^er, lifted them to hea-^ 
^en. He f emaineft' fileilt, but the rays of the mocm 
fell upon his face, and Beatrice oblerved every fea- 
ture brighten with the moft paffionate expreflion of 
fatisfadtion and love. ^ She faW joy for the firft time 
beam from his eye, and never did the interefting 
countenaitce of her lover appear brfore to fuch an 
advantage. « O my deliverer,*' cried Hie, « I may 
henceforth be pi'oud of my exiftence, I owe it to you. 
I may now furely be allowed to declare the tendercft 
of fentiments, the fentiments of unbounded grati- 
tude.*' — On uttering thefe words in broken acctots, 

Ssatnce held forth her bii&d. . OUv#r| who^w^^ftiUf 
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en his IbieeS) ^feized and prefled it vidi^ traniportv 
At this inftant'the dbor t)f Axtan^V paYiUoii opextedv 
f* Return to the palace/' &id Beatrice,. ^ I am in^ 
deed under no appreheniion for my friends, there, 
becaufe my apartaien^' only are contiguous to thd 
galienr^ but iee wh^her heceflaxty meafures hate 
been taken to qtrench^the fire, and return ta ipe t<» 
Axiana's pavilion* At fhele . words Oliver aroie^ 
and withdrew in hafte, for he perceived the coEmtbrs" 
herfelf advancing towards Beatrice. - Upon the figaai 
pf alara>, every one in the caftle had arifen, and al-^ 
moflrall the knights were already under arins, in** 
tending to haften to the ramparts, fuppoflng the £g-» 
nal announced ;m atl^ack of the enemy. Aidsina Utid 
conceived the £ime idea ; but ihe was* foon^unde**' . 
eeiyed by the appearance odF the flames^ and by meet-i» 
ing the duchefs^ inie two princefios^ retired ta the 
pavilion; a great' number of people quickly repaired 
fuco^vely thither to mdte inquiries after^ Beatrice ; 
and from them ihe learned that the fire had been 
ftopped,.but that' it* ha4 communicated itfelf to her 
ehamber, and the wall 'againft which her bed wa^^ 
placed had fallen in. This cirtumftance gave Bea-* 
trice iecret delight; flieecoifidered,. that,. had not "- 
file beea awakened by the cries pf OUver^ nothing 
could have prefervedher life f. and Love found in-* 
exprefiiii^e pleafure in the recital of every particular^ 
which could aggravate the idea of the danger ihe 
had eicaped. 

In the mean -while, the day begaii to ap^ear^and^ 
©liirer did* not- return ;« and now a new fignal of 
alarm w^is >heard, azid the cry>of To arms ! inftantljl 
fellowed. > The enemy: taking advantage of the dif-*' 
order arlfing from the conflagration^, had made a^ ' 
fiidden attack upon the ramparts. Axiana, andl 
the knights who were preient in the pavilion^ fatiied* 
forth in bafte* Mirva ruihed folrwards to accompany 
lliemi faying he wa& gomg to jc^ut ' OUver^ and tha'c 
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be would (cpm^ from him no more ; but tbe trein- 
biing duchefs flopped him a moment to make him 
promife hfe would return every quarter of an hcur» to 
bring her an account of the a^aolt. Mir^ promifed 
to obey . her, and then ran to join the combatants* 
Beatrice fhut herfelf up in a clofet with Amalberga,. 
Delia^ and Sylvia. In her prefent ftate the duche& 
found her fok confolation in the fociety of thofe three 
ladies, and chiefly of the two laft, who betrayed a 
concern equal to her own. Bathed with tear&, and in 
the arms of her firiends, flie coimted every moment, 
and ftartled at the leafl noife. Axiana's pavilion, 
liowever, was (ituate in fuch a manner, that nothing 
which pafled on the ramparts could be heard from it ; 
but the expectation of news m^ade the duchefs fhudder 
every time a door was opened, or the found of foot* 
fteps were heard jn the adjaceiit chambers. Often 
would {he arife and liften on the flair-cafe ; and when 
ihe imagined ihe diflinguiflied the liafly footfleps of 
Mirva, or the arrival of a courier, her fpirits failed 
her; ihe! was ready to flnk ) and when fhe had lif- 
tened for a while with anxious, but unavailing atten- 
^tion, flie grew terrified at the long filence> and her 
tears flowed with new bitternefs.. . At other moments 
ihe invoked the fupreme Being with all that fublime 
and confolatory fervour which fentiment gives to 
piety 'y her pure and' angelic foul was then alive ta 
hope. After making a long prayer, fhe felt her cou^ 
rage revive ; but foon fhe began to relapf^ by degrees 
into all the agony of grief. At the end of a. tedious 
hour, fhe difpatched a page to the ramparts ; he re- 
turned to inform her, that Thederic, having afTem- 
bled the French troops he had brought, had repaired 
to the fpot where the Knights of the Swan were eom-^ 
bating ; thal^ thefe troops, on recognifing Oliver, had 
expreiTed their joy by redoubled acclimations, and 
that the Knights of the Swan^ iiaving. requefted 
count The^eric to ent(uit ytro hunched of. thefe fol-^ 

; ' diers 
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diers uo<i^r their command, had juft made a fally at 
the head of that little troop. This intelligence ferved 
only t0 increafe the diflreis of Beatrice j each mo- 
ment brought new alarms ; ihe returned to the pa- 
lace ^ the fire was entirely gotten, under,, but the 
duchef$ furveyed the gallery in order to have, an idea 
o€ the dreadful peril from which Oliver had delivered 
her. She remained more than an hour among the 
rums of her apartment ; ihe was unable to quit the 
fpot ; fhe ftill fancied ihe beheld Olif er there fur- 
rounded with the iBames, walking over the burning 
rafters, and braving the mo ft terrible dangers to hailen 
to her relief* 

la 

From the palace '^yere heard the (houts of the comr 
bataiits ; but this frightful noife did not produce upon 
Beatrice its accufbomed efi:e£l:« She knew that Oliver 
.was liot upon the ramparts. At length, at noon> a 
great tumult was heard, and the defeat of the enemy, 
who, beiiig driven from the fortifications, had given 
way on all fides*, was announced. She demanded in 
great trepidation an account of the Knights of the 
Swan, and was infcn-med, that their little troop had 
mad^ an unexpedled attack upqn a large corps gf r^e* 
ferve, commanded by Hartrad, count of Thuringiaj 
that the Knights of the Swan had been feen purfuing 
the yanquiihed over the plain, and that Thederic and 
the other French knights, together with Grimaldo, 
the four fons of duke Aimon, and a great number of 
foidiers, had juft gone down thither to prevent the. 
Knights of the Swan from being enveloped, by the 
troops repulied from the ramparts. . A quarter of an 
houfeaft^r it was announced to the princeis, that their 
vi£torious party was entering the caille with a great ^ 
multitude of prifoners. At this inilant the door fud- 
denly openedpand young Mirva came running into 
the room quite out of breath, crying out as he en- 
tered, <* We have beaten your enemies ; the Knights 
of the Swan have attacked the troops of Hartrad. 

liambard 
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ITambard Has flain the count of Tfiurihgia; t& tHe^ 
men are made priibners \ the conquerors are br4ngiag: 
them to the caftle." Upon this the happy Beatrice 
{hatched Mu^d to her sgrms, and embraced him witk 
^ears of joy. ** Come," faid Mlrva, " com^ and fee: 
our warriors' return ; O ! what a fine fight it is !" — 
Thus fpesikmgf he drew the princefy along. Bein^; , 
arrived on the grand ftaircafe of the court, th« 
di^cheft ftartled a& ihe diftinguifhed the cries of the . 
conquerors, and on hearing fongs of joy. She a&ed • 
Mirva, .who the troops were who were thus finging* . 
««' They^ are the French foldiers>" replied Mirva ( , 
<«' and they are finging the fbng of Oh'ver, which is 
always their oiftom before and after a viftory.^- — ^Bea-^ 
trice heard the Ikies refound with the dear name of~ 
Oliver, and the triumph, which thefe fongs cele**- 
brated, now appeared a thoufand times -more glorious 
and fplendid. At length the viftorious warriors ar^ 
rived; Oliver, covered with duA and Mood, pre- 
ceded all the reft; This was tb announce to the 
duchefs, that Ifambard had idlled the count of Thu-»- 
riftgia. ^ Without the death of Hartrad," continued i 
he, " "his troops would not have laid dovm their ' 
arms ; thus, madam, it is my brother who has deli-* 
vered you from fo formidable an enemy, and h is to* 
him you ovrt the moft important fuccefs of thisme-^ 
morable day."—" Ah, feignior/^ interrupted Btz^ 
trice, turning pale, ** your armour is bloody, you are: 
wounded!" Oliver in faft had received a flight: 
wound; but, obfervjng the diftrefs of the duchefs j, 
he aifured her that his clothes were ftaitied^nly with' 
the blood of the enemy. As foon as the C5thcp^ 
knights arrived, Oliver withdrew, retired to his^ 
chambei<to have his wounds dreflcd^ and after a few 
hours repofe he returned to the faloon. The court 
was not yet aflcmbled : one of the pages of Beatrice 
came to inform Oliver, that the princefs wiflied to 
&e himj and "was lyaiting for him in her dofet. Oli- 
ver' 
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vtt had jttft piffed three hours alone, and in the in- 
dulgence 'of hti bvrti refledrOnd ; he had ruminated 
upon the cfvents of the daty 5 he dwelt particularly 
upon that moment In whith, after the efcape from the 
pala:^e, Beatrice, at the foot of the tred, had ex- 
pfcfied' hci-' gratitude in* fo tender and iinpaflioned 
a msftfiicJ:* »01ivef was perfuarfed that, had it not been 
far^heAidden arrival of Axiana, he would not have 
beati''2(ble to' d5ffcmble the fentiments of his heart. 
Knowing his own weaknefs, and the danger of fuch 
teftfder imervie^s, ht renewed the vows which honour 
and friehdfliip dem^ded> and he made the vfrtuous 
refolution to put an end to all Beatrice's hopes, by 
perfuading her, that he was no longer fufceptible of 
a new ^fSdn 5 thaft he had for her an exalted admi- 
ration oiil/^ ahd' th»t the refertlMance fhe bore toCe- 
lanira was the fole caufe of the diforder flie had fo 
often noticed itf his demeanor. ' 

Beatrice,^ oh his entering the clofet, viewed him 
for fome minutes with the nioft tender looks of con- 
cern J the fatigues of the day, the wound he had re-' 
ceivcd, "znd a^ove all, the conflift of pafHons which 
had juft ^bcen tearing his brfcslft, had ftrongly im- 
printed upon his face ttie traces 6f forrow and pam. 
Tears of gratitude trickled down Beatrice's cheek as- 
flie obfervcd that his hair was finged. — She remained 
a long while unable to fpeak ; at laft ihe broke filence. 
Sh€ recapitulated, with enthufiaftic warmth, all he 
had done for her ; and -fhe exprefled what fhe felt 
without any degree of eoriftraint. OliVer replied in' 
si relpeftful manner, . but/ hii referved deportment 
cliilletl the foul of Beatrice. After a monient^s re- 
flection, "Hear me/' faid fhe, " I can no longer 
exift without knowing the flrateof your heart .^r— lean 
yield to all your inclinations, I can facrifice my dearefl 
projefts to your fcruples ; but it is impoffiWe for me 
to fupport any longer the fufpenfe which tortures ray 
foul. Aki if yott love- me, whatever may be your 

rcfolutions, 
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refol^tionsi I am not to be Isnnented.-^Sp^afc, G^ery 
is. it folcly to your geiierofit,y>. thatl am indebicd fpt/ 
the important fervices you have rendered. me ji for fi^ 
m^any afie^ng proofs q( unbounded attachment and 
dcvotednefs ?" . At this painful and terrible queftionyr 
the unhappy Oliver felt his heart ready to bnfftj but: 
calling forth all his virtue, he had the courage to per 
ply, in a firm manner, that fince the deaith pf Cel^-- 
nira.his foul was for ever inacceffibl^ td love- H^ en^. 
ijeavoured to foften this poOtive declaratiotyi by' t^^^ 
aiTurances of the deepeft fenfe, of admiratipn. Bea-^ 
trice, ^quickly interrupting him, " Ah, cruel Oliver," 
exclaimed fhe, "why. have you fnatched me fron^t 
death ?"-r-At "thefe aflefting words, Oliver, all dif- 
tracted, fell at the feet of Beatrice j the duchefs. 
arofe, and withdrawing herfelf from him., V At Icaft,*' 
(aid flie, ^\ fpare me the fatal repetition of feelings 
which have ib often led me aftray.— Go, Oliver, be 
not afraid of having humbled my pride : I deplore my 
weaknefs, but I need not bluOi at it*, it is ennobled 
and j unified by your fervices and favours. I have- 
neither the inclination nor the right to complain of, 
you.i it is true, and I muft confefs it, thatil thought 
you loved me, and I upbraid myfelf with that error \ 
for I ought to have imagined, that in' a foul like" 
yours, compafiion and generofity could produce what 
was never before infpircd but by love," On faying 
this, the duchefs advanced towards one of the doprs^ 
of her clo&tji^ and after taking a fpw fteps fhe re- 
turned, and finding Oliver in the fame pl^ce, ab- 
fbrt>ed in grief and ftill upon his knees, fhe made 
him^arife, ai^d tojd him, in a hafty ma^rier, that, 
haying taken a concern in the happinefs of Zemni,. 
apd knowing that he was enanioured with, Sylvia, who 
loved him. again, fhe would charge herfelf with his 
fortune, and folicit the confent of Theobald to their 
nuptials ; but that fhe. would not take fucih a ftep till 
ihe had firft mentioned her intentions to Oliven 



^ 
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« 
After this explanation Beatrice abruptly left the roam^ 
without aiking or waiting for any reply. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 
THE SCISSORS. 



O doQx momens d*horreiir empoifdhnls ! 



Cher et f^tal objet de douleur et'de joie ! 

Alzire de VotTAlRE. 



«» 



OLIVER quitjted the apartment in a. ftate of def- 
peration, and retired to his own chamber, where he 
ihut himfelf up to give free courfe to his lamenta- 
tions and tears. An hour before fupper-timc Ifam- 
bard knocked at his * door. , Oliver recognifed the ^ 
' .voice of his friend, and that voice made a fof t im- 
preflion upon his hear^ Oliver had jufl been making 
a facrifice to the memory of Celanira, which was 
truly heroic, and above all to friendfhip, and he felt 
tSat the prefence of Ifambard would, prove a great 
confolation to hini^ and, in faA, during the reft of 
the^ evening, he did not experience that fecret em- 
barraiTment, with regard to his friend, which, in 
fpite of his endeavours, had oppre^ed him for fome 
tii;ne paft : far from fhunning his looks he^ delighted 
In meeting them, and peaqe and calmnefs Teemed to 
revive in his foul every time he caft his eyes upon 

^ him. 
; Th^ next morning Oliver walked out early with 
Mirva upon the ramparts \ the intrepidity which that 
boy had difplayed the preceding day, had rendered 
him as interefting as he was before amiable. Mirva, 

^ be(ide * being the objeft of the princefs's tendereft 
careiles^ appeared particularly engaging in the eyes of 

Oliver. 
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Oliver. T]it knight was d^firotH oC givitrg him Ie& 
fons in the art of wari and it i«%9 with tkiis view that 
he took him to infpedt the fortifications. Mirva was 
a feniible, courageous^ an<l affeAionate^^hild : he 
was very fond of Oliveri and ftandtug by him upon* 
a baftion, he was liftening with great attention to hi» 
inftru^ionsy when the Igoight was fpddenly wounded 
by two ftones which were hurled from the plain. The 
one falling upon his breaft> lsM:d open the woumi he 
had received the foregoing day ^ the other ftruck hinv 
upon the left fhoulder. Mirva coukl not refrain fromr 
tears on feeipg. diver's blood trickle down j he arp-- 
. plied his handkerchief to the wound, and the Knight 
pt the Swan, leaning tipon the boy, returned back to" 
the caftle. Fearful of meeting Beattice upon the ter« 
race, he took » circuitoirs and folitary road*, ttcr 
walked iklwly, for he was in great pain, aadfoAred^ 
-particularly from the contuiion he hod juft received^ 
in his (houlder; his' arm was already prodi^rottfljr 
iwelled,. and tortured him exGeediingly.r He proh^ 
seeded in a ibrrowful manner^ when, at t^e tur&in|^ 
of a walk, he perceived the ducheft and Sylvia thirty 
paces off' coming to meet him. It wa» impoffible noir 
lo (hun themw Beatrice had caft her eye^upon hinv 
file had o^bfi^rved how pale he x^as, had ?een l^e blood' 
which ftained hi$ garments, and feized whh grief a»d 
♦error, fhe haftUy approached Imn. Oliver was G^ 
diftrefifed, that^ being no longer a^e ta fiipport him»- 
felf upon his tottering legs, he fat down upon a bank*' 
Beatrice, out of breath with fear, <]ueftioned Mirva.- 
*^ The wound," replied the child, « he received yef- 
terday has opened afrefh."— « How," returned Bea-^ 
trice, " was he wonnded yefterday ?" — ^" Alas, he: 
was, but he forbade me to oliention it toyou.*'^-^*' Ahi 
Mirva ! run, fly to the palace, and!bring us fiiccoijr."' 
•—Upon this, Oliver aifured her he was able to walk 
to the caftle. He then endeavoured to arife, but: 
funk down a^ain,. and Mirva fet off and difappeared 
' ia 
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ht an iiiftatttf . Oiivev protefted to Bea%ioe» thai: hk 
wound was triflings and that hU psAA was onty occa* 
Honedi by th« blow he had received oa the flioulder 
And the fweUaig of hb araw . << If that be true,'' faid 
Bcatiaee, << yoawiil obtain immediate eafe^ bf hying, 
open: the fleeve of yovr coat.'^ On faying this, the 
dschefs took a paiit of i^biflbrs out of heiJ pocket. Ol& 
iftr turned pale. << In thenanK of heaTen, madam,? 
•cried he, " ddgn to. leave me«-^Noy I cannot al^ 
low-^" He coulid fary no. moce ) but obfervkig i tiiaf: 
the dadie& di<l not iiften'td him, and that (he was 
going to. cnt'open bis-^ScsfJCy biB eaibarraflment and 
idmotion, togcdier widi^ th«L excremc pain he felt, 
Jarere fiich, d&at kis ftrength 'entirely failed him, omd 
lie fainted away in the arms of the terriified princefs^ 
Love infpke^ the dnefaefs with refolution ; Sylvia a& 
fiftflcLhcor^in fupporting the knight : fhe then knelt 
downj^iai^taktnghc^d of his lefii arm, ihe eut opcft. 
the fleeve .of his x^at, and' uncovered part of the 
limb. On examining his arm, ihe inftantly perceived, 
by the colour and teniion of the fkin, that it was 
ffarongly compreiTed by a bracelet ^^ fhe fighed,: on 
concluding fhe was going to dif<;over fome former 
pledge of the tendernefs of Celanira. Being defi- 
rous of untying the bracelet in order to give Oliver 
relief, fhe cut the fleeve entirely open ; but what was 
her furprife at finding her own pearl necklace ! — This 
difcovery, which left no doubt refpedling the fenti- 
ments of Oliver, tranfported Beatrice with admira-*^ 
tion, gratitude,, and delight, and at the fame time ag- 
gravated the alarming difquietude fhe was under at the 
iituation of her lover. ** O, thou moil virtuous and 
moft affectionate of men," exclaimed fhe, fheddirig 
X torrent of tears, " fhall I believe my own eyes ?— 
What f thy heart then was in unifon with mme \r^ 
Am I loved then by Oliver ? — Alas, and in what a 
jxioment do I make the difcovery !— When he has re- 
ceived perhaps a mortal wound j.when, overwhelmed 

with 
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with: love aiid terror, I am fpei^itig to^him/. am call* 
ingto him, in vain !«--When prefBng Utm in my arms 
anct moaning over him, I am behoiditig the'frightful 
fiiUnefs of deaih fpread over his pale and di^guned 
CQODtenance V — On uttering theie e»clamatians) ihe 
untied the two^rows of pearls;, and at the fame in* 
•fiant Oliver opened his. eyes,c and feeing the bracelet 
in the hands of the* duchefs, •* What," cried he 
mournfally, <«' are you taking it ))ack ?*'—.« Yes," re*- 
plied ilie,. *< but only to reftore it again^ and to renew 
the inviolable vows wiMch I made when I firft gave it 
you by ftealth, without daring to make. a tender of 
it l" Beatrice was (kill fpeaking^ when Sylvia obferv'ed^ 
that feveral perfoiis were coming from:? the caiile and 
advancing towacd theai<u The duch^fs wiped avmf 
the tears which bathed" her. lovely cheeks,, and the 
Koiight of: the Swan, as diiiurbed and affe£led as her* 
felf, received the precious necklace ; and, in orde» 
itaMde it,; haftened to put it In 1^ bbfom. . 



/ 
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•CHAPTER XXIV- 
^ LOVER CURED. 

Monftre ! ^qui fur nion csur ufurpas tant d'empire» 
Qui dans Tart de tromper mis taut de profondeur ! . 



Jc nc demand^jjoint a ce ciel irritc, 
Qu*il hate ton trepas.fi long-temsment^, 
' Ni qu*il tc Hvre <ncorc a Vhorreur du fupplice, 

<Un plus long chatiment t'eftdu-par fa juftiee. 
Ah ! pour Jte mieux punir de tant d*atrocitc8, 

Qu'il te laiflc d«s jours. fletns>et d^teftes, 
'ij^'il grave for ton front too cara Aere infante 
• jVvec des traits afircui.etcdigxie de ton ame ; 
Ou plut6t pour oifrir plu8.d*iiorreur a la fois, <* 

Qu*il te montre auz ixumains telle que je te vols. 

Barnc^lt de Mr. D£ La Harpb* 

WHILST. Iwe a»d faithful friendftiip gave birth to 
foch affecting fcene3 of tehdernefs and heroifm in the 
court of Beatrice, the camp of the allied princes was 
raore than eycr the prey .to all .the evils which difcord 
and ''hatred . neoefTarMy produce. The .prince of Greece ^ 
had already anneuncol his intentions of withdrawing'.' 
from, the alliance of the confederates. The allies baa ^ 
recourfe <o Tcproaches, they accnfed Conftantine of 
perfidy and bafbnefs. The prince of Greece ftill per- 
fifled in his refoltition ; he coniidered with great rea- 
fbn, that when a: prince has had the misfortune to 
undertake an unjuft war, both jionour and humanity 
rfequir^j him to facrifice every thing in ordar to break 
fo fatal an engagement ; for thefenmrderous leagues, 
thefe belligerent alliances, .are nothing more than 
horrible afibciations, wheneii^er they are not made for 
the mere purpofeiof defence. It. is the dntereft of a 
natioia which >uftiAe$ thcmy and equity alone renders 
them . inviolnble.^ . Ji^ the ntean avhile . Adalgife, ' who 
/-;». . was 
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was ftill tormented with his paffio^ for Armofledc^ 
«afily gueiied (he inhabited the (bourt of Beatrice, be- 
caufe the 'Knights of the Swim we<^ ^herc ^ for he 
had no doubt but that Ifambard was her lover. Being 
engaged to depart with the prince of Greece, who 
was now preparing for his return to Conftantipople, 
Adalgife^ formed the projeft of carrying off Armo- 
flede. .By diint of attention and inquiry, he at length 
difcovered, that fhe lived in ^ lonely hahiitation 
fituate a few miles from the caftle. He difgnijfed him- 
felf in the habit of a ruftic, and fecrctly repaired to 
the vicinity o£ the place. He c<mcealed his at- 
tendanfs in ^ neighbouring wood^ and retired to a 
cottage inhabited. by an old man and his ion. * The 
latter frequently went to Armoflede^ h'bufe with ve- 
getables and flowers. Adalgife communicated' to him 
his dciire of introducing himfelf intp the hdufe, de-^ 
chrii^g^ that he was in love with the miftrefs of it ; 
and he accompanied this information with a funi of 
i9oney, which infpircd the peafant with the ftrbngcft 
<lefire to ferve him. This young man xonfefied in 
turn, ihat he had an intrigue wtthtArmoflede's fer- 
vant s « but^it is not fbr love," added he, *< for this 
fervant, who fu^eeded to the Iktle pretty maid, was 
neither .jming nor handfome, but fhe has made me 
fo maEsy advances, and the liberality of her miftrefs 
enables her to give me fa much money, that I xrould 
not withftand it. She'gives me frequent affignations^ 
jLnd always in the night. I repair at the appointed 
hour to the little door of the kitchen garden. The 
fervant comes to open it, afterwards ihe leaves me 
alone in the garden., and tells me to remain there till 
a certain fignal made at her window informs me' I 
may go to her chamber, without rhk of being met by 
any other domeflics. In this manner we fee one ano^ 
ther, and I haViC promifed to go thither this very 
nigh^b?' Adalgife, ; opon ^bis^' ' Untreated the ydung 
aian tp. :i^ow^ Jiimr te 4abs' his: place* -i -The peafant 

made 
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ott^ inanf difficii^ies ; but a ptirrei filled iFidi gdd- 
^Mickijr removed ievery feruple. At midnight^ after- 
having fettled iiis plan, Adalgife attoided at the door. 
4if the garden. In the courfe of a few minutes !he 
fieard feme fiootfke|» ; a gentle knocking was then 
made againft the w^. He rqplted to the fignal ^.the 
4oorhadf opened, and he £nt^ed abruptlj into the 
garden. Immediatdy feizingthe iervant by the .arm 
and fliowing a dagger, he threatened to kill her if fhe 
made the leaft ncnfe. The terrified girl took him for 
a robber, bnt promifed implicit obedience. Adalgife 
t-hen ordered her to lead him to Arnioflede's chamber^ 
.with all the necefiary pnecautioHs and privacy:^ 
^ Fear nothing,^ faid the maid in a low voice, :<< the 
other fervaots are afieep, and my tniftrefs cannot hear 
as/* Thus faying ihe led him into the apartment of 
Armofiede. AdalgUe found a light in.the room, bnt 
Armoflede was not there. <r Where th^n is thy mif- 
trefs i" faid Adalgiie.^ At this queftton the fervant 
appeared confounded^ ^< Hear me,'' returned he^ 
giving her a few pieces of gold, <<.I am no thief, 1 
want only to fee Armoflede ^ if thou do what thou 
art defired, I will reward thee liberally j if not-—" 
^^ Weil, Seignior,'* faid the maid interrupting him, 
^ I am going to tell you the truth. My miftrefs i& 
in my chamber." — <* How }" — « She expedts my lover 
there, for it is ihe who pays him, and who receives 
him every night." At thefe words Adalgife fiiuddered 
and turned pale, but almoft in the fame inftant began 
to upbraid himfelf for his credulity^ thinking it was 
highly improbable, that Armo&cdc, who was fo 
amiable, fo 3rouBg, andfb handfome, cQuld be capa* 
bleof fuch baienefs*. " What an;abibrdftory,".re^ 
turned he ; <^and hoW can tbcfieafant imagine, that 

it is .thou ivho giveft him this rendezvous ?" '^ 

^< Seignior^ there is no light in the chamber where 
Armoflede receives him.^' Upon this reply Adalgife 
|h^D£ged hisihoulders^ examining from (head to foot: 

the 
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the (hrivetlcd and faded figure of forty yeav^ 4Mf who 
was fpeaking to him. << Let us IgCe no time/' iaid 
be, << if it be true that Armoflede k in thy chamber^ 
I^can only believe it by feeing her there ; com€^> lead 
me to her." On faying this, he took a flambeau, and 
obliged the fervant to condoft him. She led him up 
tothegarret^ and there ihowed him a fmall door,> 
making - a iign that that Was her room. Adalgiie 
locked the maid in the garret ; afterwards, with the 
flambeau in one hand and the dagger in the other, he 
fuddenly opened the door he had been fliown, and 
found himfelf in a little chamber. At the fame in-, 
ftant a voice, which proceeded from a : fmall couch 
placed oppofite the door, cried out, O heavens!, a 
light I Immediately a hideous figure flarted from the 
bed. In#this movement flie ran againft a chair, and 
ftumbling fell upon the floor with her face towards 
the ground. ^Her night*caphad fallen off, and her 
ihift having caught hold of the chair difcovered her 
naked legs. The exclamation fhe had made cau fed: 
Adalgife to flart, for the found of the voice had 
much aflPe^ted him ; but on approaching this {grange 
creat.ure, it was not poflibie to fufpeft it- to be Armo- 
flede. Her withered hand and arm feemed to belong 
to a woirian of fixty, and her head, which was totally 
bald, (ecmed to confirm fuch conjecture ; her legs' 
were prodigioufly fwelled, and upon one of them ap- 
peared an ulcer.— Adalgife, however, defirous of 
queflioning the horrible creature, feized her by the 
fhoulders, and, in fpite of the refiftance fhe made,* 
obliged her to get up *, then looking at her lank an4 
pimpled face, what was his furprife in recognifing, in 
fpite of this flrange metambrphofis, the disfigured 
features of the infamous Armoflede ? It was, in feft, 
herfelf, who had been reduced to this horrid (late by 
the poifbn fhe had prepared with her own hands. 
She remained filent, hoping that Adalgife would not 
xccQlle^l: her, but. fhe made: the mofl violent flruggks 

to 



THE SWAN. 217 

to efcapc. Adajigife, detaining her by force, « O 
diyin^e Providence^" cried he, << what, is this dread-.^ 
fill fpeAacle the young and brilliant ' Armoflede ! ' 

Ah, why cannot I aflfemble here all my former ,fivals, 
all the lovers, who have been feduced and betrayed by 
thee ! Thy prefence would quickly reconcile us : I 
wiih them to profit lilf e myfelf by that terrible ^eflbn 
wJUich is iroprinted^upon thy face." — At thefc words 
Armoflede redoubled her . efforts to get away from 
4dal^ife. « D let me," faid he, " (Qontexpplate thy 
deformity ; no, never <lid I before bdiold thy dan- 
gerous charms with fo much delight 1 — This frightful 
metamorphofis is not the work of Time, whofe vene- 
rable hand afts but flowly, and leaves behind fomc 
veftiges an4 ruins 5 but Vice, a thoufand times more 
-aAive and more deftru<fkive to beauty, confumes and 
deftroys it with the rapidity of a raging fire. , What 
now remains to thee ? An abjeft foul, fhameful paiP^ 
£ons, unbridled defires, a hideous and languiihing 
<body which verges towards the grave ! — Yes, Deaths 
tinder a frightful afpeft, with the horrid features of a 
gorgon^ is already waiting to feize thee j dpft not thou 
*" fee him approach, accompanied by the horrible traia 
of excruciating and unavailing Regret, impotent Rage^ 
Opprobrium, and remorfelefs Deipair?** On fay- 
ing xliis, Adalgjfe, who ipoke with great vehemencct 
and who ftill held his poniard in his hand, made ft 
^efticiilation which appeared to frighten Armoflede. 
^< ^ear nothing," continued he, *« I confefs I came 
here intending to carry thee off or to ftab thee ; but 
Heaven has taken iipon itfdf my vengeance. Now, 
farfrom defiring thy death, I could wifh it might be 
^deferred for a feafon. Live the terror of the per- 
iverfe ; live to^drain out the bitter dregs of the cup of 
infamy ; to envy the fucciefs of beauty,; to tremble at 
*he fight of innoconcf; and happinefs-In the very 
bpfom of ignominy, mayefl; thou continually behold 
the pidlures of happy love and triun\phant virtue 4 

^.oL. u. I4 ^yc, 
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aye, fuch is the fate eternal -jufticc has in referve fbt ' 
thee; Tht>u fhalt not dbft thy execrable career 
before tht)ii haft fuffered'ali the torjiients of confu- 
miiig envy, of implacable and unavailing hatred ; be- 
fore thou haft experienced' every iind of infult and 
outragp ; and when arrived at the brink of the grave, 
thine eyes, then ftruck with a dazzling and' terrible 
light, fliall furvey with confternation the depth of the 
deftpofHon thy pafflons and thy impiety have prepared ^ 
for thee. In/the, convullion of hopeliefs agony thqu 
Ihalt -perceive all the horror of Vice without being ' 
able to hate her,. ;ind thou fhalt know that there* 
cxifts a God, gnd be unable to invoke him." Attlii$ 
diftourfe Armofljede no longer could contain herfelf^ 
at length ihe began to A)eak, and in the fhape and 
tone: oi an ^bominabiB fory, ihe vented her rage in a. 
torrenx .of injurious expreflions. Adalgife liftened 
calmly without interrupting her 5 hefeemed to enjoy 
her unasfailing frenzy, and when fhe had left' off 
ipeaking, he called, the fervant, and ordeired her to ' 

' take the torch; then turni^ig to Armoflede, ** I be- 
lieve," (aid he coldly, " it is time to put an end to . 
this interview 5 allow me, madam, to conduft you to' 
your own apartment, fpr to-night you will expeft in 
vain the happy lover, on whoiii you lavifli your fa- 
vours with fuch ingeniou? privacy^*' On faying this 
he drew Armoflede. along in fpite of her refiftance, 
repeating every thing which the moA cutting irony 

.could exprefs; Atlafl, having exhaufted hisr contempt* 
and hatre^, he left the houfe with anaverfion and 
difguft equal i:o the love. he had felt on entering.it;; ; 
Such is the nature of human paflibns^ and they would 
be lefs dajigprou^were the fragility of them better 
known. We imagine them to be durable,' and root* 
cd, becaufe they are violent, and we combat them 
with defpohdency. Yet a fimple iricid<?tit, a violent 
deflpite, a- phyfical revolution, and fre^^ently a finglic 

xefleftiorb .Afficc to deftroy them* 
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r^^ sTCRr OF Ax;rAM:jp\ 

On cjft rarement grand, au faite dcs grfin4eurs. 

» ■ . 

OLIVER*^ wounds,; havirtg been eMWift>€jd >y the^ 
fiargeons^ were declared not to be d^ingtrojafis ;; &ut) a5> 
lie had a fligkt fover njpon hhxi^ be was- advifed, to, * 
keep his: bed, for a few days* The feUowingf^ay, th^ 
tw50 princeifts, with Ifainbard and RjOgerj being ift 
^is chamber^ the; conv/errfatiori fell \ipon the ei^ploit$r 
^nd adventures of the. . count efs* They alked her 
i^ny queftions J Beatrice, among other things, Jnrr 
quired of her \frhy fhe.drd hot takse the title o^queeiiy; 
a^ Balahac, her huiband, had been: crowned king of 
Carcaflwc. Axiana replijed^; that fhe <0Cild not gra-. 
tify the curiofity of the dAiiEhcfewithoui;.eht;eringint<> 
a long details tbecotnpanjf pirefifed her toitelate her 
ftpry ; Ihe conftnted: ta theil: requefti ;and thu» 

« Among' the rocks, of AAuria fubfift fome ruiniB 
o£ aiii ancient manifoni. the recAaans' of a fbrtreisj 
which wa5 fornaerly t:be5rdpe{laWe'afylum Q;f the great 
J?eVagi^^s> and' the fugitive Goths, who under his 
guidance efcapedj tike him, from the tyranny of the. 
Arab^ are thene ftill to bfe feen *. In this.iayage and 
defert: cQuUtry was I boun. My father, under a bor- 
rowtdna^me, had retired toi this deep folitude, at-i 
^nded:by. One falfebfnl' domeiiic 4)nly ; he had with 
his afljftance, erefted. a fimple cottage in the midft of 
the. decayed fortre&i. and thiis humble habitation 
joined..on6 of thefe ruinswhkh was called the Hwei^ 

♦ I Y^^vt; ififiprtttd. the hiftjiMy.of ^s rcypUiUon ifi The- Annals 9/ 
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cf Pelagius. My father concealed with equal care 
both mj fex and mj birth* As long as he lived I 
wore a coarfe and niftic'drefs fimilar to his own. He 
• called me Favilla, and I always believed myfelf his 
fon ; I likewife thought I had a brother. Balahac, 
who in his. infancy was put (nto the hands of my fa- 
ther, was the companion of my childhood, and, ^ 
being ^^pt under this double miflakc, confidered me 
only s^s a beloved brother. He was fix years older than 
myfelf, and he^Ook delightto initiate me in the escr- 
cifes in Which he himfelf excelled. He tailgbf me to 
draw the bow, to handle^the fling, to climb the rooft 
rugged rocks, to leap hedges, and dit<^hes in the chace, 
and to fwim over torrents in my ^ray. The care -of 
inftruAing me and inuring me-to my toils was the moft 
engaging occupation of bis tife. My father obferved, 
with great delight, .^is tender attentions towards* me, 
and he negleded nothing ^that would give encourage- 
ment to them. 'He required me4o Ihow my brother 
every mark of refpeift, and aU^he fubmiffioii'of de- 
pendence ; but Balahac •did.notmake improper ufe of 
the power lie had acquired over me. I remember, 
however, he was ufed to affliA himielf during my in- 
fancy at the fmallneft of' my perfon, and my femi- 
nine features ; but^hen^ had attained my thirteenth 
year this external dclicaOf ferved jto increafe the ten- 
der interefthe felt forme. jrhe'became every day more 
fcarfttl of e^poiing me. Far from calling forth my 
courage, he en^ploycd all his authority over me to 
fnoderate it 5 and at the race or hunt I have feen him 
turn pale and tremble if he apprehended the leafl: 
danger attended me. He now began to extend his 
kindeft folicitnde even to the moft trivial .concerns j 
he would. often take deiight in braiding my hair. If 
I entangled my locks in the branches as I ran through 
the cppfe, he would dart to my relief, and feelingly 
lament my giddinefs ; on my account he dreaded even 
the heat of thefun, and would never allo# me to 
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THE SWANf. ti\ 

ff ray among the rocks, or frequent the plain, during 
the midle of the day % he would lead mc to the wood, 
or 'to fome thick fhelter, and whenever my father 
gently rebuked him for fpoiling by thefe cares thfe 
early education I had received, * I confefs^ replied 
Balahac, * th^t I find fomething fo delicate and in- 
tcrefting in his perfon that foftenls me, and infpir^s 
me with a weaknefs I am at a lofs to account for. I 
cannot, without pain, obferve his feeble hand hurl a 
weighty ftonc or drsrw a bow longer than himftlf ; I 
.fiiTCr at the fight of his fhouiders bending under th6^ 
weight of all enox'mous quiver. Db not we look with 
pain at a tender flower; when> fliakep by the wind, ft ^ 
wavers upon its tender ftalk, and appearis ready. to 
break ? I experience the like difagre&ablc* impreflion 
whenever I fee Favilla e^cpofed to the inclemency of 
the iky, when the fun darts his burning ray upon hfe 
face, or when the fhow and hail' fall upon his head. 
His conftitution appears fo tender, that a fall, the 
leaff fhock; the' flight eft accident/ are fufiicient t*Q 
deprive him of life.- My father liftened tb tis dii- 
courfe With a fmile j' he fancied he difcovered in it a 
fccret infliindlr, and fentiments* which correfponded 
wtth the deareft wifhes of kis heart. We loved this 
good father with the waroieft afleAion, and in his 
conduft atid con verfat ion we. found every thing that 
could mduce us to perform our duty and be ena- 
moured with virtue. He had made feats of mofs and 
turf in the tOwer of Pelagius, and hither it was his 
cuftom to bring us every evening ; and, feating him- 
ftlf between Balahac and myfelf, he would at one 
time relate to us the hiftory of the great Pelagius, and 
that of his fucceflbrs ; at another he would praife the 
charms of folitude, and the happinefs of living in 
grateful obfcurity unknown to mankind. Frequently- 
he difcourfed upon thp lave 'and felicity which an 
union forme^ by fympathy was able to produce ; and 
he always concluded by affuring us he had already 

employed 
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employed- h}mfelf. in queft of an amiable cooqpaniofi 

for cacli of us, and ihat, Vhen I had attaioed my fe- 

Tenteenth year, he would marry i^s both on the fame 

day. Balahac could not conceive how ,my father 

Could, find us wive^ in the dcfert we inhabited ; wfe 

were far diftant from the haunts of men, and had onl^ 

occafionially met a few ihepberdefles on piir excus- 

ifions at fome leagues from our cottage ; but they ap- 

jpeared fo inelegant, and had fuch little pretenfions to 

»bcauty, that we could not entertain any very ei^gaging 

idea of love and marriage. 

<^ In the mean time my days glided on in the hapj^ 
4alm of the ];)ailion^ and in innocence \ the tender- 
^e(s of my father and 'Balahac were fufficient for n>y 
JeHcity. I was eqtially a ftranger to faftitiouSfple»- 
Tures, to real vexations which arifc- from opinion, td 
Frivolouis gratiiicatipns, aild the wafting' difquietude 
taaied by.ambition andpride. Irefle^l^d but little,^ 
Ikad BO concerns for the future, betaufe my jgnoranoe 
>nd the, uniformity of my life did not allow ^me ta 
*^aye the. Icaft idea of the revolutions and events 
,which could ftrikc'vand inflame the imagination^^ 
•without mifiruft or fear, without forefight or defires, 
^y foul> tranquil j inexperienced, and tender, loTtefi 
.without cxcefs, enjoyed with ferenity, and never f(?lt 
-the transport or bitterneis of an impetuous fentiment^ 
or the violent' emotions of joy or tgrief. But in tl^i^ 
ftate I was not loi^g d^ftined to remain. I had na 
-fooner.entered into my fixteenth year, when my fa- 
.ther was attacl^ed with a diforder.which he himfelf 
judged to be; nK)rtal, an4 in which, unhappily, he^ 
was not deceived. After languifhing a few days, 
iieeling his end approach, he called us to his bed-fide^ 
.and gave us notice he was going to impart to us fame 
Important truths. IfelLupojx my .knees, and bathed 
in tears the hand he held, out to me. < Imufl: now/ 
jfaid he, < declare yosur birtli and your real name. 
Tou^arepot Favitla^ aift^ that n^ale drefs , conceals the 
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rdaughter joF Bef mudys : your name is Axiana> and l 
ajuypur father ►' * WJut/ relied I, < you are out 
of the fucceflbrs of the great Eelagius v you are thie 
vijctiious -Bermudus^ who has been fuppofed to be" 
dead for ,fi&een years pafl: ?* My father was goiog to 
reply, whenBalahac, whom furprife had Tendered 
motioniefs, began to fpeak, and, looking at me with 
tender confufion, * O heavens \^ cried he, * EaviiU 
then is a 'woman !—Axiana, O my dear- fifter !' — 
* J^Q,' interrupted Eermudus, * Balahac is. not tl>0 
^brother of Axiana, for he is not ra^ fon.'^-< Ah,' re- 
turned Balahac wi^h tranfport, < you are ilill my fa- 
^^t&er !' On faying this>. he fell on >his kiS^es heixdte 
jne; beieizjcd finy hand and that of Becmudus, ao^ 
^preffed them*to Jiis ieart,. and wept. abundantly. * I 
'^d .a brothjer^* faid Bermudus, * and you are hjs foo,5 
he committed you to my care ii^pon his. death-bed j^ 
^Qu were then in your cradle ; from that moment I 
,^dopted you, and tjbey to ^whom you owe your ^xiA^ 
,€nce cojuldnotliayip loved you better.— * ^ow/ con- 
jtinued my father,. *I muft explain the motive^^^of my 
.conduct. I was thirty years old when I mounted thji 
.tlironc of Afturia ^. I foceeeded the moft cruel .q£ 
^sysants, ai^d^ had juft gk>rioui}y terminated a lo%g<an4 
J>U)ody war. Every thii^g feemed to promile a hajppi' 
^nd peaceable reign v but the irregularities and vices 
.of my predecjeiTor iiad corrupted the pnblic iBoralSit 
Sot (vlg^ is the fatal influence of ianguinaiy defpotifm. 
J was deiirous of jre-eflabtifhing order aad t^e laws : 
Jaiatred and v^ngeaaaee,. and not the love of |>ub^it 
^ood, had overthrown the tyrant. The peo^ple, ir- 
ritated by opprdSon, and -proud at haying Ihaken oS^ 
•their yoke, w^re aware of th^ir own power, aiid ^at 
4h^ «faJEne feimje utterly ignorant of their true iikfeereft&. 
The; wi^j^e become ferocious, -AiTpicious^ zaaid tvaha^ 

. * Barmu^us the Firtl iu6cd«ded Maoreg»t ; •the throse iris thai 
.elc(%ive. purmudu»ab(Ucatedthrjtbroiii^ia79r. . 
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lent. I found it impoffible to enlighten them 5 and 
being unable eitlier to ferve them or check theirdif- 
orderl^ conduft, I took the refolutioii of sfbdicating 
the crown. I retired to the province in which I was 
born ; but did not enjoy the tranquillity I €xpt£t^d to 
find there. Mankind always alcribe ambitious mpr 
tives to thofe who have adled a grand part \ they com*- 
monly coiiiidttr the facrifice of rank and authority as 
nothing elfe than ^ tranfient movement of ftar or in- 
dignation^ or as a deep politicar manoeuvre. With a 
celebrated name, a man feeks in vain for rep9fe ; he 
is ever fufpicious in the eyqs of ambitioij and in- 
trigue. Of this I was myfelf a fad examplie. I was 
calumniated, perfecuted, forced to abandon my foli* 
tude, and to'wander over my country, without being 
able to fecure a peaceable retreat. In a few years .1 
loft my wife, who died in child-bed of my daughter. 
Then it was that I formed the refolution of entirely 
renouncing the world. I caufed the report of my 
death to be fpread abroad ; and came and took re- 
fuge in this defert. Long experience had taught mc> 
that happinefs is incompatible with violent paffions ^ 
and thus nature does not furnifh them. They are 
mer^ the effe^s of education, wWch, while it tends, 
to perfedl the foul and the underftanding, refines our 
fentiments by inflaming the imagination ^ if left tp 
our own inclination, unmoved by the influence of exr 
ample, and unimpelled by felf-love, we ifhould pofleft- 
fenfibility of a gentle but durable kind 5 for the con- 
ftancy of the affeftions is founded in nature, and le- 
vity is the ufual produftion of pride. It was my wifh^ 
my children, to render you happy ; ij was my wifh to - 
unite you one day together ; and, perfuadcd 'that 
fympathy and tender and faithful friendfhip are thfe 
only folid bafes of real love, I was willing yop' (houkl 
be enamoured with each other, before you knew who 
you were. It was, in fine, my wifh, that the imagii- 
Jiation ihould have no infiu(y?cc upon your fentiments; 
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but we are ever led aftray by it, while the heart, 
when it does not make a precipitate choice, never de- 
ceives us. Itwas mydefign not to reveal thi^ myC- 
tery till two years henct ; but death, the approaches 
of which I now feel, at length forces me to unbofoiia 
myfclf. — Balahac — I recommend to you your adoptive 
fifter ; henceforward your tender friend — One who, 
I hope, will become your wife and your infeparable 
companion. — In the mean while, as fhe is too young 
to be able to know Iier own heart, or to dif|^fe of it^ 
I require that you do not propofe to her, before the 
expiration of two years, ^n indiflbluble arid facred 
union. I wifli this marriage to happen ; and do hot 
take upon me to prefcribe it.' — Upon 4;hrs, Balahac 
vowed to confecratehis life to me, whatever, in fu»f 
ture, my fentiments and determination might be^— !^ 
After having' heard this generous and affcfting vow:^ 
ni^ father con iigned two cafkets to our.care^ which 
contained the proofe of our birth, a confiderable fum 
in gold, and all my mother's jewels. The reft of the 
day was taken up in attending tathe fage iriftrudlions, 
which my father had committed to writing, and was 
now reading to us. ' He advifed us to remahi in our 
folitude J but in cafe we fliould refolve to quit it, he 
prefcribed the manner in which we were to co*idu£l 
ourielves. We pafled the whole night by the bed-fide 
of my virtuous father ; at" the firft dawn of day we 
received hi^ laft benedidlion, and a few momenta af^ 
terwards he expired in our arms ! — It is impoffible to 
defcribe what I felt at this terribleii inftant. My at- 
tachment to- my father had always been the ruKng 
fentiment of my •heart 5' and miy inexperience, and 
the edirlatiofi I had received, ferved to heighten my 
diftrefs at this irreparable lofs. I was fenfible^ thai 
deaa:h was the inevitable termination of the career x>f 
life i but till the prefeht moment, having never fecn 
any one of ifhe perfons^ who compofed what was tO 
us the univcrfe, die, or . ^en difappear, this heart- 
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pending [^pdftade. proAnted fotnething incomprebfis- 
'fible: IwasasmuchfimiGkat it^ as if Ihad DeverJiad 
sxkj idea of difibiutiioii. It was not poffible to tear 
line avray from ziiy father's chamber. He^had been 
already ibretathlefs fbme hours ; and I ftlU ^ealled X& 
ikim^ and loade our cottage re-echo with the piercing 
^ries of d&%air.— *At laft my ftrength^was: entirely eac* 
liaufts^ ; :Baiahac took . ore in his arms, . and ^ciurrifd 
pit to the neighbouring foreft. Affifted^iy the faiths 
fuUfe»yaiitbf whom I have already made mention-,^ 
Balahac dug my father's grave, and buried him ii>the 
tower of Pelagius \ afterwards he led me to .this for* 
rorwful fpot, which to us was now become a temple. 
I trembled as I beheld lihe grafiy feat on which my 
•father wasaccuftomed to repofe. Ivjproftratcd my&tf 
asl penceived.the funeral mcwiument which the ^itxf 
x>{ Balahac had ere£ied, and as t kilTed the facred 
ground I fell into afwoon. The .terrible and forrow- 
ful impreffion I . had received did not prevent myi^e* 
turning to the fpot the very next day. Balahac, i6 
order to divert my attention, propofed to me tO/orna« 
ment the road which led from the focrft to this re«» 
vered rtfin. We planted two. hedges of laurels inter*' 
woyen with ftveetbmarsandK vines, and we filleal up 
the breach which opened :to the court with wil4 
orange and lemon *trees. Each morn^t fun-rife we 
repaired to .the grave to : invoke the Supreme /Being 
and the manes of my father, thus in this double 
homage confounding two liablime fentiments, which 
being^botii drawn from nature, have ih fa6l the fame 
fource ; namely, religious and filial piety. I paiTed 
the firft three .months which fucceeded the death of 
my fether, under an opprcffion of fpiriJte wMchren* 
dered me incapable either^ of reflecting upori my 6t!Qi* 
tion, or forming plans for futurity; !biit.at length! 
gradually, recovered fcom this kind of annihilation^ 
my ideas now became clears ^d I. began to feel the . 
jpeceiSity .of lookii^g forwards^ .and^ of i^turely weighp 
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|gg!tVe qqunfckvof «i?y fether. . ^im ide«i> which moft 
iWuck m^ fVFa^ tk^ Is^g^ivi^iiQk be Md filled. * I fended 
that th« d^t|ght£r o£ J^riii^fidiaS) tb^ dwghitr of a 
l^iiig, oa^t'O^kb^r-tp r^6l -npr tj^iidc like titie obfcure 
FavjUa. I K^d iiihe cjboiGC lof two pl^iks, tbat of rer 
maining \\fi ^Jtfee idefer-^^ Or cjf \ivmg in the world. I 
fdt'oiyiW gittch 4nfiUn(5d to jcho^e tte tetter, nptr 
K^hfta^ding- ^be 'fri^ghtJ^l jpidsmt mj fja>tbe]f h^d^ib 
f^ft^ drf^wn of the d^gprs ,to wtiich we arecxpofed 
L^^a iiuBaerous fqckty. Curiofitjr aixyne Kould ha^^ 
4^eirniii\ed my choijQe, iQdq;>ende£itly of tbe.g^ov^jp^ 
i^gnity wbich gave q^e fuch a diftaAp for oWcurky^ 
But:! bad a finc^ij^ fri^ndiHip for 3ai»bac, .wd J war 
jl^nfible t]?0t ajl ^is inpli:9ati(0$is and dofires iled h>i¥2 1^^ 
prefei; the -foljtac}^^ V^^ &babked. Th^ certajnjfey q| 
giving him pain wa$ a.ftrong rootilKe io >fey wr of the 
choice he approved ; yet ki.rfpke- df ,n;ky!affe&iOH.fof 
h^m, apd although his t^ndernefe* forme increafed, J 
|:ieafed, wpon the death of .B(iy father, to have my forf- 
pa^r .confidence lin him. tHe was now become mf 
Vialy fupp^f t in the defert,} yet I felt, in a confufed 
planner, that eqpility.np .longer ftbfifted between ws i 
tbis idea; rend^f^di him lejfs.3gr^able, and at the fym€ 
tjiine i»fpir«d me with. a kkid of few^ which donbkd 
Ibe embarraflhjent J ftk on /entering i»pon appfitive 
loefplution. Balaha^c, .rpfpe^ng my youth and ih» 
iniwaioiks jo£ -my fojth^r, fpoke neither of lovie nor 
)Pcurriagei iHJtrevter t^it hand, herftarcelj' quitted mj 
figbt, ,a,nd his ^.e^^trieme in^i^tunity often became 
Ironbiefom^ to i»fe. ^ His preffence . ovemwftd n^e to 
frich , a (degree .that it i clogged my very thoughts ; it 
ftjl^ed^t^ me thit he;^Ras aWe'tio.pflm«t«5ate them,; and 
1 4id>n<*t i^^ture to';giye way .to<th« indulgence of 
l^^aecQntrary to his iuwdination, JUttle acQuj* 
^mod to ^ a fb^ned ipart> this conflrahikt becan;^ 
fai^i;y ,d*y morepaiBfol, 

, f< Myj^ther,.4$ l.ch^xti^lm%df faid, had given, uf 
pfQ Icati^Uijfi^<^€Ja;3id.u{^4eQt of 

that 
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that which contained the gold and papers, and fhtfj 
^kcpt the other, which I knew was filled with my mo-^ 
tbcr's jewels. Long abforbed in grief, i had loft all 
thoughts of the cafk^t ; at laftl recoJlefted it on a 
fudden, and felt the moft eager curiofity to open it j 
but wifliing to examine its contents at my .^afe, I ima- 
gined that Balahac would confidcr the fcruptalous 
fearch I intended to make as childife; and I deter- 
iXiined upon opening it ip his abfencc, and unkrtowit 
to him. After having made this refolution, I ■en- 
deavoured to find means of ridding myfelf of Balaha€ 
for a few hours> and before I could iUeceed I made 
many unavailing attempts; At laft, one morning 
when he fet out on the chace, I invented fo plaufible 
a pretext for not accompanying him^ that he confented 
to leave roe behind in the cottage. As focm as he was 
gone I ihut myfelf up in my= room, took my ca&ety 
of which I had the key at hand, and opened it itt 
hafte. The firft thing that caught my attention was 
a miniature pwtrait- of my mother j her name was- 
engraved round the border. I was unable to iudge of 
the Jrefemblance ; but having never fecn a pifture, I 
was feized with admiration 6n confidering this work, 
which appeared in my eyes a mafter-piece of art. At 
the fame time my eyes overflowed with tears, as 1 
contemplated the features of her to whom I owed my 
cxiftence.— When this natural emotion was a little 
calmed, I ^examined with attention the fumptuousr 
clothing of this charming portrait •,-! was quite: daz-^ 
2led at it, and fighed on comparing my ruftic garl$ 
with the elegant drefs of my mother. Nlweveager 
than ever to continue my refearch, I laid fbe^rtrait 
Upon a table, and took out, one after the ^her, all 
the jewels which the cs^iket contained*' The^e were 
many among them of which I had no idea of the 
^ifc, but the portrait indicated that of the necklaces^ 
the hair-pins, the bracelets, and the rmgs^ *In my 
cy6» e«ich orn^mieat b#4 thc^erit of uot^ltj^ * 'I ^^ 

■ equally 
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^Jqually furpnfedtindtrharmed ; I cottld not tire'rfty*- 
felf with admiring^hebriUiaKcy and marvellous work- 
Rianiliit> of thcfe JTplendid baubles ; and I foon expe- 
rienced the moft ardent defire to ornament my own 
perfon with therh, at ' leaft for fome mon^ents ; and 
looking at the portrait in order to adjaft them pro- 
perly, I began by ftftening in my hsiir a' pin of'fap- 
phire and rubies; but Jrs my coat cntfrely concealed 
my h€ck arid bofom, I tore it open in order to difplay 
them. to view: I then- put on a' diamond and pearl 
necklace. I tucked up my long fleeves, and orna- 
mented my arms and hands with' bracelets and rings 
of precious ftones. I had no looking-glafs, and even 
was Unacquainted with the ufe of one 5 but, defirous 
<Jf ii^ethg myfelf thus fct off,. I ran into the garden^ 
and approaching a bafin of clear water which lay un- 
xler the (hade of a grove of poplars, I fat down upon 
the graft befide the fountain, ^nd looked at myfelf id 
the water, which perfe^ly reflected my pexfon. The 
manner inKWhich. I' was dreffed afforded a double con- 
traft which was extremely ridiculous ; in the garb of 
a man, I had my breaft open and my arms uncovered 
like a wbman; and upon garments made 'of the 
coarfeft llttff, fparkled the moft magnificent orna- 
ments. On admiring rhyfelf, I had only made the 
latter remark, and I regretted not htaving a purple 
and azure drefs like that reprefented in my mother's 
piAure. The aovelty of the fpe^lacle, befides, con- 
tributed greatly to the pleafure I felt in thus con- 
templating my perfon ; for the firft time, I now 
examiiied my features, and compared myfelf to the 
fyther obje{)!s I had ften ;'t6 the peafant girls I had 
met bii my excurfions. 1 was confciotis I was hand^ 
ibme; this difcovery-made me fet a value upon beautyj 
and at the fame time 1 conGdered it liard to hide and 
bury it in a defert. Thefe reflexions, and many 
dthei^s, which had never before obtruded themfefve;? 
upon my < mind, for ^long while engaged my atten^ 
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tipjj. At IcngXhi ftartj^ frc^ ^f T^v/cxfpfi rWSifk 
SP^^S ^^ ^^^ my (elf away from ^l^is da^^rpas fcm%- 
taiq,. when Ufting up my cyes,..and turning, my Iwift^^ 
J. perceived Balahac^ who had been ftandiag i^eax.-o^ 
for. MTore than a quarter of an hour Ipokiug^at.me i^ 
ISlejocc. I |[?ive . a loud fhriefc, :a»nd, for the fy{^ timp 
ijb my jftfe,- 1 experienced,. the jpai^^l feufption. p^ 
i(hame a^d confuiion^. My j^af uiral mod^y,, ^nd the 
^.emorfe t felt at, being, g^il^y of this frivplojufj^^^iiiiy^ 
jCAuTed me an inexpreffihle . embariraflment. JMy^ ^it^: 
movement was to^cover.my neck ;^nd draw do^ pay 
ileeves \.i then eiideavojured to run .aw^y« hut ^^hac 
laying hold of mci * -Ah ! of what art ^thiou ^wd l* 
,cried he> with a , tremulous voice. ' * X), let^erftiU 

. "(Jgixvey.thae P.Theie words, tlie tear which wet hjf 
' c^yelias, the. emotion which his countenance betr^yed> 
jiiKr.?afe4,my eipbarraflment, but diipelled the s^pp^'er 
^•enfijOjis 1 jiad <;Qnceived of his.jfeverity, J ii>a4e.n<^. 
reply; I was.ftandix\g uj),, and as the dre^d J.hadjpft 
fdt.dejpjriyed meof the powder of rjfe]99^in4iiguf)on:Q^ 
ie,g3, 1 fat myfelf down ^galn-uppn thCfgraSy b^n^,9f 
the. fouxjit^in, .with ^ny ha»d clofely^eQed agai.nft my 
bo{bm> in order to.keep my 'tQfn,garm^tir<^pi i^lljqg 
open. Bal?hac uow tlirew fhijmfdf ^at ^^y f efjtj s^^ 
at tWs I j(Vart^d witja forprife y he tjaen rarxjije ^nrf fat 
Qown by me. He kept profound fijenc^, aod i di4 
jpkot venture to look at him > I l^eard bimjigh feveral 
times : .and in this ppfture we remaining fpr mor« th.9«a 
half an hour^ when Balahac, broking filenic^s,(^d-? 
^reiTed me in a calmer and bolder tone ^ voice. ^:Qi 
my fifter/ faid he, «. be W from thipjking. that thefq 
TaUi orrjamenfs.canemtbeUijfli you. — It is .t^efjl-igq^ 
te<9:ipiiatedryo»vLwitli.iiirpr/fe and rapjt^re..— rfeitrit f¥?^% 

, tburfelf J was admirit^g, ^d rhoit yo^r S^a^fif^ y^kiah 
VI my eyes is both ufelefs and abfur4^ . Why fiid qm 
father think it AeceiTajfy to leave ^us thefe fa^al-fup^rfl 
fluifies? Andwhy, my;'de|ar€ft,.Aa:i^?L, .^nQ<(:^fl^ 

Balabac 
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iB*Iabac could' iiot refrain from weeping- I wa? deep- 
jjy a&fted at what he had been frying,. t^ut this 
,tr,an<i€nt enaction had no effeft ppon my fccret refo- 
JutioQs. \ ' 

" This interview taught me .that I had a kind of 
uaf^en4>ncy over Bala^ac, thaugh I was ignorant of 
>tiie caufe ; , bjut .every moment unce that peripd fervejd. 
-to dem0]K||ate its iuprcme power. The diicovery 
r^ave me new fimharraffment, and created a kind gf 
>refcrve in ray conduil:, ; for which I was unable t;o 
:account ; and at« the lame time it determined me in 
finy. pr9Jed):s \ Tor I .was certain that Bal^hac woul^ 
^not .thw«art my Inclinations. Impatient to fhow my** 
f^lf, e^ger to,admire the works of jiature. and arf, - 
r«nd tOjbehold new objefts, I ventured ^t laft to en- 
-tr^eat cBalahaq to leave our folitude. IJe felt miic^ 
[concern, but Jipce the adventure of the fountain he 
•Jiad.b^en prepared for the re^queil, and, as I haa 
ifofefeen, he complied, after having vainly endesk- 
^vQUred to difluade. me from it. He only required 
that, on entering into the world, I ihould continue 
,to conceal my fex, 'and let it ftill be fuppofcd w^c 
•jWere brothers. I did not leave our deftrt without 
.iheddirig: many a tear on the tomb of Bermudu^, 
jand without feeling .a kind of remorfe at the thoi^ght 
,of leavif]^, the revered .^(hes oi my virtuous father 
in this fblitude.^ Qur .domeJftic, or rather friend, 
3Ccompattied u^ and ferve^i us as a guide. H^ 
xondudled us to one of the ^tQwns which ipy father 
tad marked out, in cafe we ihould abandon our 
peaceable afylum. Our journey was long,, biut for- 
tunate. We arrived at the town about the middle 
of the day. On entering, we obferved a, great tu- 
mult, and I faw, for .the firft time in my life, a 
]nulti<;ude of ^rn:^ed men. The drefs of the fol- 
4iers appeai;ed 'extremely fplen.did to me. I adr 1 
;mired efpecially tljieir carriage, and bold and fpi« 
j^tcd qoupit^jajucje?, ^e ,w«re w^xsfx^^ ibat thefe 

' troops 
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troops belonged to the celebrated Abdef^hma, thiit 
valiant general who had come from the d^pth of Afia 
to dethrone the tyrant who opprefied the Saracens. 
A large party of this people had rebelled againft 
their king, and repaired to the* ftandard of Abder- 
ahma, and on this very day the gates of the city- 
had been opened to this famous- warrior (*33').: As 
we entered the principal fquare Abdeflbma made, 
his appearance* He was mounted upon a white 
horfe, and was diftinguifhed from all the reft by his 
beauty, his majeftic ftatiire, and the magnificence of 
his armour. A thoufand ihouts of joy broke forth 
' at the fight of him ; and thefe acclamations, thefe 
fplendid homages jp^hich I had never before feen 
rendered, infpired me with refpeft and admiration 
bordering upon enthufiafm. My cheeks were co- 
vered with tears, my heart beat with violence, I 
breathed with difficulty,^ when all on 'a fudden the' 
troops filed off before Abderahma to the found of 
martial mufic. I had never heard but ruftlc voiced, 
and the flutes of the fhepherds of our deferts j the 
loud noHe of cymbals, of trumpets, and of drums^ 
infpired me with the warmeft tranfports 1 had ever 
felt. Seized with an univerfal agitation, I fhivered 
anti -burnt at the fame inftant ; a thoufand tiirtiul- 
tnous and novel fenfations difturbed my teafbn, and 
Jrfflamed my imagination \ for the firft time I behdd 
the dazzing image of glory, and I beheld it with 
tranfport. When the troops had filed off, Abder- 
ahma made an^arangue to the people, in which he 
invited the citizens to take arms, and repair to his 
ftandard. Scarce had he fpoken, when I pierced ' 
through the Crowd. I darted towards him, crying 
but, that Iwas determined to fight, and woi^ld fol- 
low him. Equally furprifed at the fmallneft of my 
iiature, rny youth, and my a^ion, he calkd me to 
him, took me by the hand, arid confidcred me for i 
moment with aftonifliment - and benevolence 5 after-. 

wards. 
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'wards, turning towards th0 multitude, * FFierids/ 
laid he, ' what an ejcamjple is' tliis for yon i Mark 

'the»ardour of this charming, youth I' At thefe words 
the whol^ muhitiidp cried oiit that they '^ere ready 
to enlift. JVhderahraa, perfuaded that my a£t had 
greatly contributed to execute this enthufiafm, from 
this inftant conceived the greateft afFedtibn for me^ 
At the moment in which I had plunged myfelf into 
the croud, Balahac, having been unable to detain 
me, had followed me \ 1 prefented him as my bro- 
ther, and we enlifl;cd together. ' Abderahmia fent i|S 
clOtnes(, the form Jind i-ichncfs of \irhich ftriick me 
With admiration;^ and it was with expreflive delight 
that I put on a fuit of armour which. refcmbled his 
Own, and decorated with his colours. We left the 
town in queft of the army of the king of the Sara- 

"certs. When we arrived^in prefencc.of the enemy^ 
I furveyed without dread .the arnied multitude uiar- 
fhailed in order of battle.^ The cdudktion I had re- 
echoed preferved me from the timidity fo natural to 
iny fex. Befides, I wa:s under the eye of Abderahma^ 
and was defirous of juftifying the opinion' ne had' 
formed of my courage ; I confider^d hirA ds the de- 

liverer-of an oppreffed country^ and! believed that- 
the troops under his commapd would be invincible. 
I could pQt, however, reprefs a fenfation of hbrrour 
and pity, at the idea of the prodigious nunttver « 
hoftile foWiers, and at the thought that we were oniy 
aifembled to endeavour tp deftroy them all. '.But 'a 
look from \AbderaHma inftantly rouled xrie from my 
forrdwful meditation. I thought \i\i enemies (iOuJd 
be nothing better' than ferocious monfters^ and that 
humanity even ftiould lead Us to;dt?flJethejr dettruc'-. 
tibn. During the toitibat, Tcondufted' mj/ftlf with 
an intrepidity whfich often* can gHt thc'yitfention of 
Abderahma. Balahac, who was '^^eff at my fide, waS 
-only folicitous to ward off, the blows which were 
aimed at mc. . Bi-aS^ing death wttbodt fefckiiig for. 
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^lory, .^ninindful ^f his .pwn fafety in the jnidfl of 
the gangers of battle, he thought only of me, ^and 
inaking a rampart of his body, he fought not to con- 
quer, biit folely in myd^effncev We gained the yi<;-~^ 

.tory, and the half of the eheniy^s army vra3 cut ip. 

jpieces, and the reft. ran away. Never Ihall I forget 
the horrour with which I was feized, on furveying tke 

"field of battle ftrew^d wjth the dead and dying. 1 
was contemplating the frightful fpeftacle, -and med- 
ding the tears of coi^ipaflion and rembrfe, wikcn jl 
mefiei^ger arrived toJiiVi'te m^ tp-.repjiir to. A1;^^€|i:- 
dhma. TKe reception I. met with fpon 4ii^p3^t4d^ti),e 

XerriUle impreffion I had been receiviog.. I fom^ 

^him fiirrounded by his viiiorious troops. The,myQ- 
zpent I was feen by him, he advanced towards .mj?» 
took me in his '^ms, -iand embraced me, beftpwijE]^^ 
on me at the fame time the moft Hatteying comm^Q,- 

*dat ions ; my heart leaped for jqy, yet his carcill^ 
cmbarraffed me ; >nd, impeHed by a meab^nio^l 

^fpoyement, I caft-my ^y<s upon ^jBalal^ac. ,His.^p^- 
rowful and feve^e looks iritimidateime, I was . cm;- 

{founded ^nd'biuihed,bfit I was n<^ the lers.fcnm)le 
<^f the glpiy and .fenfibility of obtaining ^hesflatteu- 

}pjg. teftimony of the.general's approbation* A fe^ 
<;6»d battle decic(ed the fate, of Spain. . .Abderahnof 

^^il}ed the king of the S^r^cens with liis awn hm<^% 

^|id ,^I.\thp . tcpops of that unhappy, pripce l^ 

,down . their , ^r^is^ w^ gave th^mfclves wpt to the cpa- 

^queror.' , ;,.. . / .^ \ _ • , ^ 

. " .Notwjthftahding (all the carcLof JSalahac, I rew 
]teivqd,a;flight WQundin my right iide in this ,l>att}e. 
A-Werahni^, fee}i>g my clothes .ftained with blpCM^ 
led i^e tp bis , teii^, 5 . . ti^f;re , bei^ig deiircnis of h^vii^ 
paiy .woun4 .^rj^flecjj ie,<M-dered.a.fu;:geQn to 1% ppei^ 
'^Y'lS^TXxii^nts,^ at' .the lame..inflant:Balahac .i;^ihing 
ipetween the majp.^nd myielf, declajred he would n«it 
^Upwjtiim to'i^Jor^nis.'-, Abdei;abma was muohvf^rr 
|)rifed.fitt}|is^9jfl;i|^^^^ ^Je reaj^iB^p^ jmptiopl^s,^ ioc^kr 
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>.p3^ ftedfaftly at me ^ at Ici^gth addrefling Balahao, 
in an imperious manner, he demanded the explana- 
,iiofi of this odd beha;viour 5 biit I inftahtly took 
,ppon myfclf to make reply. I was not forry to have 
To natufalr a, pretext for declaring my fituation to tiie, 
fhero who 'had gained fuch an empire over my imagi- 
nation, and beginning to fpeak without any "hefita- 
'tion, * Seignior,'' faid I * a fingle word will juflily 
Balahac, I am a woman. In me you fee the daugh- 
ter (jf the- virtuous Bermudus, kii?g of Afturias.' 1 
jpronounced thefe words with a kind of emphafis j JI 
,k»ew:that'Abderahma was the graniJfon of a fove- 
reign *, ;^nd 1 felt rgreat .pleafure in informing him 
that I ihyfelf was of iHuftrious birth. At this con- 
ffeinon Abderahma made an exclamation expreflive at 
.once of aftohifhmcnt, JQy, gnd admiration. He 
threw himfelf at my feet, he faid every thing which 
^tiie molli paiHonate love could infpire. This fedyc- 
.tive language, whick I now only heard for the iir{l 
time, made but top deep an in^preflion upon my foul. 
,1 thought myfelf the fport of the fweeteft illpfiQii 
Vhen I beheld the great Abderahma at my feetj 
,^d heard myfelf declared the ^rbitrefs ^ his fate. 
— -However^ in the midft \)f thefe tranlportSi th^c 
^ importunate idea of Balahac was ever upperftioft in 
-xny mind. I lifted up my head to look at him, 
but he was gone. He returned no more, and at 
jiight I received a paper from hi,m which pontain^ 
thefe words. * If ypu have any coiDpaffion }eft for 
the qnfortunate Balahac, I .conjure ypu, Axian;|,, 
by the facred name of our father, not to mari*y Ab^ 
derahma before the expiration of two years.* 

" This billet gave me ^great pain. 1 perceived 
that Balahac had taken ^he refo}utiqn to leave me, 
•upd to remove out of the way. I was^copfcious jl 
.cpuld not accuftom myfelf to his abfence, and that 

I * The c^iph Hachem. 

his 



i 



236 THE KNIGHTS OF 

his happinefs was neceflary to my own ; but I intcri^ 
rogated my heart lefs than my vanity, and the fpleti- 
dour which furrounded Abderahma ftamped fuch a 
value upon his Ibve, that no other idea could make a 
>deep impreffion on my mind. However, I mude the 
moft xefolute determination not to receive the hand 
of Abderahma before the time prefcribed byBailahuc* 
I declared this to Abderahma, and ingenuoufly reflated, 
to him my whole hiftory. Abderahma fubmitted to 
all I required, but made me promife' to remai^ with 
him till the time fixed for our nuptials.. After hav- 
'ing fubdued his enemies, Abderahma difplayed in hts 
pfofperity a generofity and juftice equal to the va- 
lour he had (hewn in battle. The vows of the peopte 
already named him fovereign of the country he had 
conquered. We marched towards Cordova, and upon 
the way Abderahma convei'fed with me upon hi^ 
projeftis; and with rapture I heard, him deAare, that 
he only defired fypreme power in order to pl&ice me 
Upon the throne, and to tender his fubjeAs happy. 
*Th^ very day of our arriyal at Cordova, he was 
"proclaimed king ; I beheld with tranfport the coro- 
nation of' my lover j and the hero I confidfered the 
moft worthy of uniting the fuflfrages of a great na- 
tion. He publicly declared his engagements with 
me, placed me in his palace, and caufed' me* to be 
treatt^d as a. queen. He prefented me with magni- 
ficent female garments, and I. now appeared iiv, the 
drefs of my fejt. When I was drefled, Abderahma, 
entering my room> led me into an apartment covered 
with glafTes; he wiihed to enjoy my furprife, know- 
ing that that magical invention was unknown to me, 
^fince I had only inhabited deferts and canvps. My 
taftonifliment was inexpreffible on feeing my perfon 
fo often Repeated around me ; but I contemplated* 
rnVfelf with calmnefs, notwithftanding the fplendour 
of my ornaments j I no longer felt the languine fen- 
(ationsi I had experienced on the bank of the foun. 

tain \ 
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tain; I had known glory fince that period,' and a . 
puerile vanity had no longer the power of ' intoxicat- 
ing, nie. ' . 

*< The firft fix months of the reign of Abder^hma' 
feermed -to pafs rapidly away ^ brilliant entertain- . 
xnent6, magnificent fpeflacles, and varied amufe- 
ments, allowed me neither time, nor 4>offibility, of 
r«flefti6n. Sutprife and curiofity enhanced the value 
of the mofi trifling obj efts yl enjoyed every thing' 
with tranfport 5 above all, the happinefe of feeing 
Abdd'ahma applauded by the people, and of confi-' 
dering him as adored by them. But at length I 
began to accuftom myfelf to this kind of enchant- 
mentj and J^y degrees my eyes were opened. Having' 
been long fince ftruck with the fpeftacle of mifery 
which often prefented itfelf to me in the ftreets, I 
had exprefled my compaifion on the occafion 5 Ab-* 
derahma had replied, that the calamity was only - 
the confequence of the barbarous oppreffions of tUt 
late kiiig, and that he was taking meafures to re- 
medy it. I was aware that money would rempv^ t 
the evil, and I propofed to Abderahma, as the fim- 
pleft thing in the world, to difiribute among the 
people x)ne half of the treafures I knew him to pof-' 
fefs J he fmiled, and exhorted me not to make 'my- 
felf uneafy oii that account. 1 followed his counfel,' 
by giving away all the money I was poffefled of, for 
Balah^c, on leaving me, had not taken with him the 
caiket of which he had the care of keeping. The 
people fix^n* becoming acquainted with my fenfibility,' 
made their applications immediately to me, in ordeir 
to iiitreat me to prevail upon the king to inbde-" 
rate the taxes he had laid upon them. I had my- 
felf inftrufted in the nature of impofts, and what 
was my furprifc on learning, that Abderahma, far 
from eafing the burdens of the unhappy people, 
had extorted new ' contributions from them 5 and 
that the fums exafted from thefe unfortunate crea- 

I. tures 
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tures paid for our pleafures, and the fumpttioiis': en« 
tertalhments with which I had been fo much de- - 
lighted. This frightful difcoverjr filled me. with* 
horrour. I immediately took otf air my rich cloth-*, 
ino;, I ordered* a gartnent of common ftuff to be 
brought me, and in this coarfe drefs I appeared* be- 
fore the king. ' Abdcrahma,' faid I, < as long as I 
- fee any poor in your dominions I fhall remain im 
this garb. I have difmifted the muficians you bad' 
given me, and all the fplendid train which attended 
my perfbn ;. my table fhall henceforward be furnilhed' 
with frugality ; I fhall no longer 'be prefent at thofe 
criminal feafts, the expenfes of which are borne by 
your ful^jeAs ; for being unable to footlv the public* 
mifery, I am at leafl determined to partake of It* 
If it be true, that you love me, you will applaud, 
thefe natural fentiiiients •, it is in your power* to re- 
cover the cfleem of Axiana ; if not, being difeil- 
gaged by honour and by virtue itfelf from all my. 
vows, I fhall break for ever the bands which attach 
me to you." My looks and -difcourfe made great 
limprefEon upon Abderahma; he was nioved| and 
foftened, and endeavoured to juftify himfelf ; he did 
not entirely fucceed, but I was too ignorant and cre- 
dulous to perceive all the fophiftry of his artful apo- 
logy ; he cafily perfiiaded me, that he was far lefs 
culpable than I had thought him to be ; he, made me 
a thoufand promifes, and we parted fatisficd with 
each other. The feafts, indeed, were fupprefled, 
large gifts were made in my prefence to the .people, 
and I faw no more beggars in the flreets. . I no lon- 
ger received the petitions of the unfortunate implor- 
ing my cQmpafHun, I imagined the taxes were abo- 
lifhed, that the care of Abderahma had at length 
re-eflablifhed the hs^ppinefs of Cordova,, and! con- 
tinued niore thaur a year uncjer this deludon. 

«< Nbtwjthflanding all the love, of Abdejrahm^, I . 
had been no longer happy iince the converfation 

which 
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wtith r have been mentioning; ^its juftificatton Had 1 
neVer appeared to me complete. I'had left adtnlra- 
tibn for hiYn, and the interefting, and'iiiournful re.-, 
niembrance of Balihac recurred more frequently to 
my ihind. I remarked bdfides, that Abderahma^£nce 
he had beeii king, appeared lefs enamoured/ with, 
glory and more alive to praife ^ truth fometimej feeni-- ^ 
ed to dl^teafe him, and I faw him lavifli hl^ raVoursi, 
up'otl people who had lio other merit than that' oJEt'^ 
Wiowing how to fltitter with dexterity. In a, word, 
the pomp of his palace, and the fuperb monuments 
which he had erefted in Cordova, made me always 
tremble fbr his fubjefts. On my arrival at Cordova I 
had fixed Silo> (for fo was our faithful domeftic,jia.in- 
ed) in a pleafant country-houfe in the environs of 
the cify. I frequently vifited him there, but Ab- 
derahma ^ould not fuffer me to go unaccompanied 
by himfelf. At this villa Abderahnia had fpacious 
ftables, and here it was that his hunters were kept : 
one day, when we were together at this place,, he wifh- 
edi to try one of his horfes in my prefence ; but the 
horfe ran away with him, and on leaping; over a 
ditch ftumbled and threw the king, who was flunned 
td; fuch a degree by the fall, that he remained mo- 
tibnlefe upon the fpot. My cries ibon brought out 
the people of the houfe, and Silo among them. As 
fbon as the latter faw thjc king lying fcufdefs upon 
the ground, he approached me, and ilippiog a piece 
of paper into my hand, whifpered in my ear thefe , 
w^rds : Read this ivhen you are alone in the^ palace ; 
my life depends u^on your difcretion. I put the noxc 
into my bofom, and l^ilo withdrew in hiaffe.. The ' 
king recovered the ufe of his fenfes ^ he had only re- 
ceived a flight cpntufion on the head ; he determined, 
to go back to Cordova, and we inftantly fet out. 
When. I was alone, I opened Silo's billet, and read 
thele words. « The evening of the day on which 
TOtt win receive this, 1 Ihall be at midnight in the * 
' ' little 
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little court of the palace ; come alone^ and 
the green door j I have fome important thingsi .to 
communicate to you/ Full of trouble and^ini^aiinei^y 
I repaired to the green door at the appointed, mo- 
ment^ and let in Silo,, whom I conducted to my cIq- 
fet. Judge what I felt wl^cn the virtuous old ixxzn 
b^gan to Tpeak and thys exprefs himfelf.. * You SMoe 
deceived, Axlana ; the people who wait on you arc 
-devoted to the king ; the memorials which aj^e ,ac^- 
dr.cfled to you are fupprefled j the people of Cordova. 
j;toan 'uncfer the load of taxes ; you vfee no iporc 
beggars in the ftreets, becaufe they are dragged to 
prifon, in virtue of an adift which forbids nufery to 
implore the fuccour of the pitiful. I have heco^ 
comiyiaftdcd to keep filence refpefting th^fe calamir 
ties, and been threatened with death, fliould I yenr 
tur^ to Inform you of them. "Watched w,ith mde- 
fatigablii' vigilance, I have not been able to comipuni^ 
cate this to you fooner; I have waited Sfor tnorp . 
than fix months for an opportunity of delivering m^r 
note to you. Open your eyes, Axiana ; and conuderj^ 
that the daughter of the great Bermudus cannot give 
her hand to a tyrant.' At thefe words. I threw my 
arms round the neck of this virtuous old man.: * O, . 
xriy true friend V I exclaimed, and began to weep. . I^ 
thought on Balafiac, and my heart was i:eady ta 
burft. I gave my jewels to Silo in order to have 
them fold. / Be'here,* laid I, < in four days, at the 
fame hour 5 prepare every thing for our flight, we 
"Will return again to our def(^t; I w:iU h^ften to my. 
father's grave^ and die there with compuh^lioh ana , 
regret.' Such indeed was the refolution Ihad form- 
cd ; fpr I began to defpife Abderahma. Nothii^ ^ 
having yet been able to corrupt the fehtlmients of; 
juftice, which the feelings of nature and the force-, of ', 
e4« cation had imprinted on my. foul, I was fhocked 
and difgufted at pride and vice, which, were it not i, 
for the fatal power of cuftom, would appear in ^ the , 
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-^es of every one as the height of ext]?atilgiftioe;ai»ds 
mhumanity. On the day appointed Silo; returoed ^ 
I had taken every ncceffary precaution for-che iafi^-ty? 
of my elopement^ and we fet ofif without meetingi 
with any obftacle. During the wholcj journey, I 
thought only of Balahac 5 the tender fentiments, 
which began to revive in my bofonx.ia bis behaif^ 
sendered my fituation fo much thfev more lifiliffliiEig) a»« 
I was ahfolutely ignorant what had become of bimf I 
baying neither received any ktter. front bim>. t^, 
beard any account of hlmi finoe ,ouar ft^avation* 

«< At length we arrivai at bur defert 9 ;iny: tearS;, 
fell with bitternefs on recognifiag jthej environs of 
thofe peaceable fcenes } but wbat:.wa$:;niy tftoniOiH 
xnent, when* on approaching .our cottages we oh* 
ferved it »to be both enlarged T^ndiorna^mented I' 1 
preflfed forward with eager haftci aj:\d .my f»rprife 
was doubled on perceiving an infcriptlon. on thedqor^ 
neritten inJarge charaAers. Struck with, a^confvfioffr 
I am unable to defcribei I wiped awaf tjxciff^t^ (vfrni 
tny eye-Sy and read :thefe words: Htippy\l^ej,af^ard^ 
ifig to the dfifire of my father^ Jball at 4e0fl'.inh»hUih%t 
cpitage^ Trembling and ready to fififc I iwas fearfuli 
of inquiruig into .the explanation o(iXhJA,xP\^tx^y 
and I repaired to the graite of Bermiiduis.: . .On e^^i 
(ertng the tower, It was .motionleis wllthifurprife on. 
obferving a handTome ^nsiufoleum :of white marbles- 
in .the place of .this.gra{ry;tQmbv; two lamp* of por^; 
i^yry were .lufpepded by golden chaia3 to the Udes? 
f>f a pyramid, W(pou;Wifcieh 'the foUawlng words wer^ 
traced.: Filial pietf ^and graiiiude hatfe eri^i tiis-rnp^^ 
mumetit to the 'wlfejl of mm. * O.my.brpth^/ cried Jy 
^ while I was ftrayteg far ifro^a AeenriJbi&^'^ert ful- 
$llingi my. duty ^ this i, homage atto^.iat kaft thj^ 
exiftence, and liave noip»,tQ w(?epJor myfelf only !;.. 
TThuj, {peeking, .I,prgjftrjited r^n)yftl£ ^w thf? ;tomb, 
<^icb(I wajtered with my tesyrj^ ^.Suddoily-.a flrangt 
toice.vras heatdnear x»e j^JLatoi^AAd irUb aftonifla^. 

Vol. H. M jnent 
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ifaentbdMlU a* ]poung fein^deof beautifel.apfeantte^^, 
i qiiftftiimed ber with a t^emUtng voicei, and £be 
i^ormedimefhe Uvvd-gt the cottage with her huf-T, 
ilgLnd* 'Ihadinb doubt but that huiband.was Bala« 
bsLQ4 A diftrefflng and-.nenel fenfatiott novr> preyed^ 
jupon my« foul^ arc this firft movemem of J6a,loufy> 
hecame the mote diftr^ffingi as i bod no right to 
con^pkua of the- change of Balahac. Howcvelry t 
left the ioVM in-order to pe|oifi Silo, who had fioppedL 
befifrrathe cottage^ aod I obferved a- young m^n ad*-^ 
'vancmg4owaixis mc^ wkh whom I wiafrtinac<{oaiitt«d > 
j^ <]udc]^ieBfiitaoii' of }afy anticipating^ atf: vefleAroni^ 
gftve* mc^ the- preC^^nfio^' that^ this new inhabitant- ol 
the defertiWaS'tfae hud>aDdof the prettypea&pt gir)^ 
9nd I- was ppt clsceived; This h^ppy-^ouple inform-* 
ed 016) thai' tin iltuftriou^ warriour, who commanded 
ill Qarcalffone^ after having united them together^ 
Jbad pnimifed to ^CiQaMiih them vrkht all tbeip family 
iftthis deferty ihat-hCihad J4i& embenii}>cd4tby mali^ 
iMg thektofe^ ffiore coinmodious and enlarging' tho. 
gBLtde^. ' £^i|(<(mipted ' this^ recital- to afic^ th« naiiie 
<>f thek^' gei^itoUB "bem^fd^lorv and I was- informj^d^ 
iit''i»Mi'CA\9d^'0Upiii ;\mt in Ci^phis^ I> could, not" 
Aj(Hk|riB2dahac»^ i^eaiily' imagtned<he te^d chfinged^ 
hi^n^e ^ t^teicnnined toh^tmtoCarca^toO) and 
I^ fet 4>ut thilihieir tho^ next ' momi Ag* Being - ai^ivcd . 
m^ar the city^ lapped at a farm-houf^ and fenfc. 
S!loi]|ito^th6 towA wath ^ dire£Uon$ to fee^ tbepre^ii, 
tended Clephisy and to giyc^ him an exafi 9iOcp\xpt<H 
xny ad^^dtitot^andmy fentiments^ WhSsn SH^(>, had» 
left rhdj I aflcod-my hoAs in^ny qiieftions relative^W 
CXe{>his^ They^in(i0(rmed me^ th^t this warriour had 
diftinguiflittd'hia^lf by Aich noble exploits' andige^, 
iterous^l^n^thlvt th^ >inbiabitant6 of thu^coigitvyi^ 
-dftcr having' eteac4hiti> their chirf^ httdat Ittngtj^ 
proelaiiftad ' Mm htegii- and^ that tbi nfW-foiqartigliii; 
ilnce h4s cot^>»«tion, th»t idy within the 4aft monthrj^ 
Ik^ taken tli^ nasn^ of Balahac^ TU» acoount' 4kl 
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loyalty, ari<r rw-wftiii-ft,! of «*« iihaihw iirSiac 

riteAts of the Wttipawiori of niy idfititJ^ J I confidere^if 
^.r «S*>fe#^, thit.L haa^ih^° W one- 

fKWuWM tlWt • in order tb feem' aw bedlil^ 5n «.*> 

tnagnificent appearance. I found him more ena- 
moured than ever. He told me he had only defired 
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ahma ai^ himfelf, whenever he. had a throne tooffir 
me. < Yes, m^ brbther;" r«ipM f * T hea^fS 
proud of your exploits, but. ft is gbry that Ifeve 
and not the daogerous authority of ib^reign po^S' 

.ftoni^d -there 4Jr;c,n^^^mf;^^^^^^^^^^ 
upon this refohitba v but I fo ft^giy aflbSd h,'!? 
^at ,t-was «>r to tre fi,aken, thai he S^e me S 
word to roake the facrifice I had requirfd S th^ 

fame fott fflirtie upbti tfte S&H^J^ ?' ?"*^ *^*: 
ted-- 3h*a4y affkm th? ftm^Xv r'u^ ^"^ *^'"°°<? 

mnm wift his *il?? aSM^vT,f ^ -^'^^^ '^ 
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he ibawcd Iiimfdf wxurthy of thdr loy^ by hU bm^ 
xnanityf^his moderatiooy and hjls invariable eq)ijiitf;*^ 
You know the reft of my ftory : the next year my 
hufband fell at the fiege of Carcafibne. I va$ aUe 
to avenge his death, to overcome his enemies, and 
to force them to make a felid and glorious peace.-r- 
The people, who had fubje£ted themfi^lves to Ba^-t 
hac, conferred upon me all t^e rights which he h^d 
poffelTed. Public gratitude was wilHng to beftow ujt)- 
Umited power upon me, but prudence and juftice 
taught me to circumfcribe it; and if I had enjtertained 
other. fentiments, the virtue and the epiample of the 
lUluftrious Beatrice v^uld have made me abjure tUenu^. 
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CHAPTER XXW, 
TME CO£t)EN SPtTRS. 

%*en£uice eft fi touchante ! Ah quelle ame.fi dure 
^liTefmu^e ea ia fa^eur le plus tendre intcr^t ! 

£t cle cet 4ge faeureux que riea ii*a eorrompu, 
Lctpretniers qioVeijiens font tous poor :1a vertu» 

MeuniciffiU Jfifr. De la HARMf. 

THE ftory of the count efs exalted Jthe paffion which 
'Jldger, and the friend&ip which Beatrice had con- 
ceived for that illuftrious heroine ^ the ducheft, look- 
ing at Ifambard, was making a touching eulogium of 
the fentiments and charade of the amiable Axiana, 
when a meflenger came in great hafte to inform^ the 
knights, that thef enemy was drawing near the ram-^ 
.parts, l^e prmcefies mA the knights (juiUed Olivers.^ 

who 
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wto was deeply afflifted at not being able to leave 
his bed. AlUhe warriors having affembled together, 
determined to go down to the plain ; andfcarce wfe^e 
they arrived there before the combat begaoj which* 
was carried on for a while with equal iiiccefs on both 
fidds. On the part of the enemy, the count q{ Ba- 
varia had the fole honour of that day, in which he 
di(\)layed .air the talents of a great captain, and alf 
the valour of the moft intrepid foldier 5 thrice he 
^ rallied his broken troops, and led them on again to 
the charge. The generous Barmecide, ever near 
him, faved his life and his liberty more than once 
during this battle, in warding off the ftrokes of his 
adversaries, and delivering him out of their hands. 
Ceroid was flationed in the centre of the army ; and 
he combated with Ifambard, Thederic, and the other 
FrehcU knights. On the fide of Beatrice, the brave 
Oger commanded the right wing : the giant Bruhier 
was at the head of that of the enemy. He rccog- 
nifed the Danidi knight, whom he had had > the 

5 lory of conquering; and he challenged him anew. 
L moment before, the ferocious Rotbold, aflailing 
Axiana, who was fighting between Oger and Roger, 
gave her a thruft with his lance. Roger," in endea- 
vouring to ward off the blow, was himfelf wounded ; 
then Axiana, after having heard Bruhier propofe a 
iingle combat to the Dantfli knight, likewife chal- 
lenged Rotbold. In vain did Roger claim the right 
he himlelf had of chaftifing him. <« No, feignibr,'* 
rep)itd Axiana, «< it is the hand of a woman which 
muft avenge the wrongs of Ofdalia and the unfortu- 
nate Azoline.'* After faying thefe words, fhe threw 
her gauntlet to Rotbold. The fignal for two fingle 
combats was made to the armies; and immediately 
all the other warriors fii^nded their blows ; and- 
while the heralds at arms- >»€re tracing out the fpot 
on which Oger and Axiana were to attack Bruhier 
and Rotbold, Zemni, pofHng himic^ by the fide of 

the 



the D^iik -^nfgh,ft> 4e;fi^49 :vttb V loud iKoj^e, -O^ 
j>!«r&dicw TrypKw* Rotbpld's iquircj^ vrho adiKw^yc^ 
into the ii$$ )yitb Jh^ n^dfter. Th^ fio^i^^x iv^^eiv 
«iWQ,, a^d lj^^e4 6><i: /nor? U^w ?n lK),uf * TM dstf-r 
hardly Trjrpbf^ f^oajc t^i3 Sight ; i>ut at .theiame vkr 
ilajoit % £c4d|er iot /the ^a^i^Ifs^ ^ccpfed at hit powardk^ 
drew hi3 ^baw, .^f^dj^^rc'^d hiip to the Jp^airt. Se^t 
l^er w^s killed ji^ (h^ ^e^d q£ battle : ^^atbald, morn 
tally wou^dedi bf gaQpang on the fecund' .^aaaiy 
ipnmediatQlj le^,v^i% hiix^ returjued to ^be ra^iks i^ 
the jnid^ ^^ .>1^' ac,d^n9i;itioQs of bpt^ arpiies* Thft 
dying Ro^boid w^. csprried- o^ to his itent : he M^r 
gered fei^eral d^ys^ m all the^goaks of i^r^f 2Js4^ 
all this tenrv^r^ f4 ^ ^mpiptus death* The riight 
Ving of the ^nfe^oy^ having U)ft the twa chiefs wha 
^pnxoiaudeid]^ it fell imp diiorder* At |he fai^ae Xm^ 
the king of Pa(iuoni«i and the duke of Bdneveali^ 
^falling with fury wpon the cnei^ay's left wing> tho 
i^onfuiioQ became genei:al v^ the alljed arxDy, and waiir 
&U1 ^Qcrcafed by itji^ appi^oach of ^igbt. In vaiQ dsdir 
Ceroid and Bari»^i^e no\f endeavour ta rally the: 
tf oops, who had bcgkcn thehr .rank3y ^vA pr^flTeA 
them foimards 19 ^ek #igh.t. TJa^ . deJFen^s xjC 
Beatrice fqUo/wed clof^ly 5. but all <m ? fiidden the 
Iky was oyercaft witl\,clGM^$, and th^ Right bfx;9m& 
io dark, that the cpn/^^ro^s^ wb^* V^r.^ apfwreb©^ 
ijve of ^falling into ^tfi^ 9^ufc.;^dc;» gav$ .%hc fig^iE^ 
of retreat, lyhich wfis. ijafta^tly pbfeyed* J0 tht? 
mean wliile, Mirva, .impeU/e4 W Ws ^^rdpiirv. h»A mm 
prudejitly qujuttfd Ji^s^t^^ ^hf> -ca^kd t^ him int 
yain. The boy^t in the. i|u»fyit of tfc^ Jftying t«opp»,. 
had left the ranjcs^axid pUop^d; f^curwajd^ a« feft as 
his ftced could c^rry \m^ vu$hP«t> perfieixing,. for it 
was dark, hoiw far he b^ l^ft ^^ ^'^^y kAAftd 
l^im, and that h« wis ;tfiWsag ^ijfttber «<»d« At 
laft, hearing) i^Q more tfWPulTa iroMjad hi©K h^^ ftop^ 
"ped ; but the darbtofr wm & thi^». th%t }» wa« 

uaable tp. difiingittflai aiijt . ol^cA^ . . B^. w»^ roiw^Jx Qoa* 
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nxtrioatton. He remained m^tloiilefsf for ft Iooe^ 
dnhie/ eoofidering what ftepii he ^ould take. -^ 
Avfl: ;he keard at a difteoice theHbife;t)f'faovfe^i and 
lie did flr6t venture to proceed ^^t wij^ left be 
Aduld bii info the hands of the ensiBf . % degress^ 
fibe noife fnbfid^d^ and at < IsehgiOi nothm| vaf»e> waS' 
jiesrd* He then VenturcfcE to^ pi^ocefed as* chance: 
^ould' dire^^ without the ieafr knowledge of tlie 
3^c^d lie took* * in 'a qu^tteir of an hduf the iky 
iMRgam to clear up a little^ and Minra {lecteived he 
i^«K in a meado^ which tva$ fcparaied from a pfl^ tjf^ 
%he f6reft by a deep ditdt. Af tiie &me tin^ ite 
dbfcritd a light at a diiteudte; he liirj^ffed his wsjr 
tova^ds it, and obferved that it fkemdd to gleam from 
a tottige. In proceedin^g thithor his road lay by the 
&&Q of the diteh \ .When arrr^d within £ver hundred 
fiaces of the cottage, he caft his eyes towards the 
&reft, and dimly diiHnguifhed a horfe and a^knrlght 
iying extended hi the ditch. Mirva inftantly \alight- 
«d ) advancing toward*8 the bank, he perceived thfe 
hbrfe was dead, and the- knight lay fenfelefs, but wair 
AiU sdtve«: He difengagddr the legs of the. knight, 
^hleh lay under the torfe^ he then trntied the bel«- 
RSct of this warrior, eafe^ him of his Weighty cuiraf% 
fioid livt iiaving ftrengt^ Sifficient to lift him out of 
tbe ditch, he laydown bjrrhiiwii and in that pofture 
fecdsedediilraifingiip^hiS'teemlaiid fhkmidei^ '£Ut 
i0idcnown knight fiow began^ tb breatke ; he /ofpened 
frifteycs^, and rccov«red the ufe'of hisfenfes.! .He 
tras citofcious^ the mem^ne b^ &tgiiiv to Vbflefl on 
ihB^nation', tdiat fome ufttxpedr^d futootir had re^ 
Vt&ie6 hrcn to Hfe'<; artd in rdskingv^fbr kis deiiverei\ 
?«fo fufildned his head, aD»d took hp To fina^l a fpate 
#rfaind him^ he met ^i€il ^ Ut«hr. -hand, wiiid^ ht 
iitteW toiild nbt be diat irf a fbltiier^ At tlie £kihie 
'hi^ftane,. a childiOivoke aftted him if he xttsre woanil^ 
^ ? <^ What>^ dies theigaknUwn. knight^. ^ b4*-a 
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€hfld;tIiQt has iavedmj life !".—♦< How happy am I/* 
sitorrupted Mirva^ << to hear you fpeak ! I may/th^ 
flatter myfelf to have faved the iife of a inan. Oil* 
Ter, I am Aire, when he Jiears of this, w^l not chide 
me for my giddinefs, and my princefs will be ^S^S^td 
at it, will embrace me, and love me iHlLbetto*.' .Bttt 
can you get up ? I. ihould be. fo happy to fee yob- 
on your legs." Upon thb, thef^ranger being dteplf 
affe£ted at the fcft voice of his yqiing deliverer, turn* 
ed his head about, took Mirva in his arms, and prefix 
ing him for fome time to his bofom, he felt the tears 
of this engaging boy mix with thofe he himfelf ihed. 
At lenjgth the warrior, leaning upon the fhoulders of 
Mirva, arofe,.and left the ditch with him ^ but fo 
weak was hey that' he could not long afibrd Mirva 
the fatisfa£tion of feeing him upon his legs. He lay 
xlown on the grafs \ and, queftionlng the boy, I^ 
leariit hisage, hts name> and that he was the favour- 
ite page of the duchefs ; the warrior then declared, 
without nambjfg .himfelf, that he w«s one ,of the 
knights of the allied army. After this explanatiofif 
the ftranger, haying recavered his firength, arofe^ 
and taking the hand of. the boy, <5 My dear Miryaj** 
iaid he, *^ without your affiftance I had infallibly pe* 
arilhed.in this ditch ; I can only exprefe my gratitude 
in yielding myfelf up your prifoner. I am well ac* 
.quainted with theJpot where we now are y I ihall 
he able to gukle you ; come, on, you fltall prefent me 
lo your princefs, and I may venture to. believe fee 
will fet fome value upon this homage/* <^ No, .np,^ 
replied Mirva, " thofe only arc prifpners-who arc 
taken in battle. .When the conibat is over there are 
no more enemies ; but I coAfefs I have often envied 
the knights >who have had the happinefs^of bearing 
their glorious trophies to Beatrice i if, then, you 
will give me a piece of your armour, I fltall. feel' the. 
highefl gratification in prefenting it to my princes/* 
^*— « I will do more/*. replied the knight i" I will 
' ' . ^ bring 
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bring it you myfelf to-moriiow morning; and of 
tliis r ^c you iny word.**' — « Well/* returned 
Mirva, « you will brihg mfe baek ' ihy boric at the ' 
ftme titrte, for I fhaU lend him to you, to enable you ' 
t<^ reiturn to night to your camp." >' The ftranger, ' 
dieeply a&fted, refufed the generous offer ; but 
Mirvai infifted fb forcibly, telling him he would take 
gbides from the cottage to conduft him to the caftlc, 
that the knight at laft confented to what he defired ; * 
for he knew that Mirva could reach the' caftle in 
three quarters of ah hour. ' He accompanied him to 
the cottage 5 procured him guides, whom he paid 
generously, adding, tliat the princefs would likewift 
rtcoinpenfethem V he then tenderly embraced Mirva, 
ifiounted his horfe, and took his leave of him, repeat- ' 
iilg; his promife of vifiting the court of Beatrice the 
jjfcxt rnorning early. 

Mirva's feturtt cau(ed an imiverfal joy at the taftle. ' 
Evcfry one was fond of hini ; and ever fince the re- 
turn of the troojps, the Knights of the Swan and the ' 
ckichefs were uiider the greateft uneafinefs on account 
of this charming child. Mirva was chidden and ca- 
refled j but 'he related but part of his ftory, not men- 
ttdning the adventure of the unknown knight, in* 
order to procure the duchefi an agreeable furprife for - 
the next day. In fpite of the fatigue of the day, the • 
bby flept but little, for the recolleftion of the ftran- 
ger, the defire he had to fee him by day-light, and^ 
to receive his prefent, kept him awake almoft the 
whblc n?ght. 'Hie next morning Barmecide, after' 
having demanded a fafeconduft^ arrived at the caAle 
at' ten o'clock ; -he immediately repaired to Oliver's' 
chamber, and found tlie knight lying upon a couch, , 
add corivdt-fing with- Hatdrib^rd. Barmecide related' 
tdtheitt, that GerdM's "horfe having been killed in 
th^ defeat of the pf-eeedirtg 'day> he had given him- 
his own; tliat tie hafd ^ft^rwards taken one of his ^ 
f^uire's hbrfes^in 4i9ifte^ tt&»'th^t unfortunately ^th« 
^' • M3 animal 
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a«i|3ial was, wounded,, z^dr Mtt^hlei to fellow- Gerdd;;; 
tkat' he had howevKer, ' under favour of tlse. nighty 
eluded the- purfuit ojE' the conquerors, by taJ^mg^ 
another road > that finding himfelf alone in a- me^-; 
dow, he endeavoured to leap the ditch in» order ta 
gain the fqreil;. thdi^ hi$ harailed and w|OU»dedF 
hof & had (alien, and brol^en a. leg^ and th^n: dledji^ 
after rolling upon hho:. in< the ditciu B ar m ecidcr. 
added^ that being ahioaft. ih^othexed- under IfOB 
weight a^d.the weight of hJSf own armour, and vio?- 
lently ftunned by the fall, he had lain fenfelefs oo!^ 
the ground; and he iini&ed his recital by rela^in^ 
in what manner he owed, his life W. young Mirva* 
Oliver liflened to thefe psvrtkulars. with equal ten*' 
d^emelk and- furprife ; he informed Barmecide, tbat^ 
Mirva was the fs^aae. chi}d whom they had. found 
in the prifon^ of Rotboild's caftle^ Barmecide had *- 

then only^ a.^limpfe of-, him, an4 Q^ither having 
feen Mjrva^ fince, nor h^r4 Ord^afs ftory, he had 
not been, able to retain any remembrance of tiiis 
child^ Oliver req^eflsed I£m^]^ard to inform tb^ 
duchefs pf th^ nrntive which bromgbtr Barmecide ti^ , 
the caftle;, a nioment after, Beatrice, and Axiana^ 
entered the room, accompanied by Ifai?ibard,T Rogier^ 
Angilbert, Lancelot, and Zemni* ; The ducjiielk a&ed^ 
im ejqpianatiQn of what fhe had been. <^onfufed}yhearw- 
jng9 and after- having heard. Bacmedde. wjth thk 
tendereft emotiop) flie immediately fent in queft o£ 
Mir>va» who q^cUy mfide his appea^a^ce. Bai^e^ 
^e ruihing toi^iwrds hin>>, ins^tched him to his acms^, 
a|id^ ftri^ch v%t^ hi^ beax^o lookediat buaa for f&m^, 
s^inoteSLwiixh inexpre^blf - tendernefsi. Atbft, f<$el«%, 

, ing his tears trickle infpit^ ^f hiEifi dawnhi^cbeci^, 
l^e placed the G>il.d neaiH ^<^ duc^efs. ^.f^dc^. 
iljad^i,*: f^id .he, « gaisd^nia w^aknefs^ I apiX^unjibl^T 
tp oteFjCome.-Fr- Alas M: ;w?ft' onc€^ a , fe^lk^r-r^swi im 

.\ lived, mill fQ» ^ould^ J^m bee» juft th?t ag^;, hfti 

i»deedlflN^' mcimih Iwb t]^;]MMjlP<^i#4 tl^^ Ai^t 

ward 



.1f0l4 virti^d) of thk- MptcomgilrabHJ be/.;. but '^h 
i^]$€^ly» tljUit the child of Abftil^ Womld hs^ve had hif 

' ^[laraiiQg mmu : tetl liie il I am mMt»ken ?t^,Pd nQt 
fon ohfeFVe id fiffirva's dMuitenadce (omt lilianeik tO' 
'AbaiTa ?" — Every one anfwered tMs^ qiie^^n in $ 
diffbfeQt way^ and Barmecide, ^prodcking' tbe (!h$M^ 
at lengi^h told hin(i,.that he i^as^the uaktiowB^ k9X|^| 
$0 whom he was indebted £ot h\» Uks- Mirvaii trailt' 
ported a^ thefe words^. threw himfelf into his arms« 
" I have^ brought back* ypwr horfo^*' returi^d B-aa^t- 
iliecide> ^^ and> according to>' m^ iptoimCti I briag: 
]|ou a piece of* my armour- ^ her&. it !»;" . Oik&jmg 
Uii^ hfe gave him a pair pf golden^ ipursi*. ** Ret-- 
•eive;," faid^he^v^^'the hoQouvabl^ ]iiairk.of dii^i^^ 
which in z few year& I am fii^re you vvdll kaive ^ 
fi^t to wear, and tecdve likeWife ,this^ cham of 
f^ecioujr flxmes^ which m?^ wifev w&o lbir€s yo«i witfa^- 
6m having feen youv ha^ charged me to pitefehit'fatt'^ 
fides. '^ Mirvay. ^uite eniiaptured^, emtiracedy the 
knight- a thoufand tIme»-over,[ aodr tihenr ran ta> pre^ 
fent the ducheis with the gifts he had received^ i. 
whith he only defired in^ ordeir torprd&iit ta her*- 
«< L id^gine," faid Beatrice, << that ii» knight wiH' 
takei^ amifsy if I^ allow Mitva this honour of uneiariug : 
thefe fpur» for a whole da/*'* — Every one apptodded' 
the i(iea>.. and< Beatrice mAjoa^ taking' tlkr hafspy 
Mirva upon her lap^ ^aiid putlndg on thefpor^ <5 Beat ' 
eiitidv' faidihe> << remeiliber it isto biimaarity' tha^t^ 
-thctti' oweft this glorious diAinAton j.ami wh^ iit< 
&tur& thou ihalt wear thefe fj^nirs in batftls; tet theia^ 
secall to thy miod tlus a^ote of thy ddidhood, aisd^ 
the virtues' of the' generoos Barmecide." At thj^- 
Aame). which* he> Imd not yet heard pronounced^. 
Mir^a ibrted» << Baivti»cide/*' returned h^, ** what^ . 
is- that .tfite* great- Bdrmecide*^'-^** Yes/' repliHd th0 
duehefsy f< it is hokinkiHf^ biit* whoever fpoke to?' 
you.' about lom ?"-^f<'No oncM this.' e^k^^. but tiifer 
ftrft name lievec hoard -utt«rodr wa0 tbtae^^: Biiirtnv^' 

' ' ■ ddc.'* 

ali»ae wtr« allowed td wcar'goKlai fpiirf* • 
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cide." — « And In what cotmtrjr ?'*-^«« Tn toy owtf, 
the name of which I fbrgetj for I was^ ( believe^, 
bnt five years oM when I left it/' Ddr tug this ^oHr 
dialogue) Iktrmecide> trembling and befide himfet^ 
had chaiiged colotir twenty times. ^' Ah| madamy'^ 
fiiid he to^ the duchefs, « deigti to have compa^ofi 
upon iny folly— an abfolntc fblly, I confefs 5—* but in 
the nsfme of heaven give me leave to aik the child 
fome qaeftiohs. Mirva/* continued he,- ** do you 
recoiled whether the country of which you fpeak 
be near this place ?''-^« Oj I know it lies a great 
way oflF— a great way.*'-^^* Andwhv did you leave 
it ?"-^I know notv I remember only that I had a 
good uncle, whoov I faw going away, and I have not 
forgotten hisname^ becaufe I repeated it a long while 
afterwards to my father ; for I was always thinking 
of it»" — " And what was the name of this uncle ?** 
— <<His name was Nafufc'* — At this time a general 
cry i^as raifed in the chamber, and Barmecide, l^oft 
in amazement, aiked pcrmiilion of the princefs to 
take off Mirva'& coat j in order /to look for the happy 
token which, would remove every doubt. The 
iheuld^r.^f the child was inftantly uncovered, and . 
the impir effion^ of the little olive wreath was clearly 
<liftingui{hed upon it. At the iight of this, Barme- ■ 
cide^ no longer able to fupport the excefs of his hap- 
pinefs', cried out, ** O, my child T' and fainted away 
ixi the arms of IfambarcL I fhall not take upon me 
to defcribe ■ the moving picture of Barmecide, fur-f 
rounded by his friends, recovering his fenfes, and 
feeing hisi weeping child at ;h]$ feet kiiiing his tin- 
nerved hands,' and preffing.his knees to his bofom. 

I:am qualified indeed to. paint terrour and defpair^ 
frightful experience has faixiiliarifed me with all the 
keeneft fenfations of pain I But long iince a ftranger * 
to joy, how fhouldl be able to exprefs its inove** 
irients.?-— O thou, who/n abfence^* whom our common 
oiisfortunc> and* thy dangers, rendcri wece it pofli-i 

■ ■ ." ■ blej 
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))le9 {HU dearer to my. heart I O, my daughter! 
when Jufttce fliall have revoked the criiel decree 
vfakh feparates us, when I fhall have-prefled thee in 
my .arms, I ftiall no' longer envy the lot of Baiv 
mectde ; and then I may paint, with all the truth- 
of nature, botli his *happinefs, and the tranfports 
of a modier who recovers the deareft of children^ 
aend one the moft defe^ving of maternal affe^Vion • 



. Chapter xxvil 



"VENGEANCE. 

Hommes, ou demons, qui que vousfoyez, oferez-vous juftifier Ie» 
attentats centre moh independance par le droit du plus fort ?.'.... 

Etre fuperbeet d^daigncux, qui meconhois tes freres, nc verras-ttr 
jamais que ce mepris rejaillit Hir toi ? .Ah ! fi tu venx que" ton orgueil 
foit noble, aies affcz d'clevation pour le placer dans tes rapports n6- 
celTaires avec fes malheureux, que tu avilis. Un p^re c^fnmun, txrm 
aiiie' immoiftelle, uo^ feljcit^ future, Yoila ta -veritable gioire^ voI]# 
ai;^ la leur, ' « . . 

* ^ * . - ' ' 

IN the midft of the moft affefting and tumul* 
ti^ou^ fcene which nature is capable of producing^ 
the ^appy Barmecide was heard lev eral, times to pro- 
nounce the names of AbafTa and Nafuf* H,e wrote 
to Ceroid to inform him of his happinefs : and Zemni: 
was charged .with the double com^mifEon of carrying 
the letter, and conducting AbaiTa and Nafuf to the 
caille. - ^ 

. But Mirva, notwlthftanding the Joy of having re- ^ 
covered his fatlier, expreifed fome uneafinefs refpedt- 

i^g hii^ adoptive parfnts,^ « I b^elpng to them like- 

. * . o *...•. t < - wife'*^ 



T 
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mdiV ^^ ^^ h '^ Diaulas has faved lojr life. M'^H 
our luin^. my deai^ iathecy and even witiiout Oiiv^r,. 
you never wpvdd. have fecn ypur fon !''-^<« Co«tt% 
4on't diftrefs thyfelf^ ' cried Barmecide^ embracing^ 
faimi^ <^ (hould I be a fethei^ i£ I didjetot ihaffetb^r 
gratitude towards thy beoefa&ors ? Yes, dioii fliate^ 
^l be the fon of Diaulas and Ordalia $r I vnll nsfy* 
felf conduit. thee to tl^eir arms; I wiU go andfircrfk- 
againf): my heart the beneficent hand wh^h uifarmed^ 
the monfters that were ready to devour thee. In a- 
word, be affured I ftnrfi ever co,nfult thy adoptive- 
fat If er and the generous Oliver in every thing that 
concerns thee ^^ and fhall never z& but iii*. concert, 
with them." Mirva replied by the tend^cft careffes ;<> 
for this ailurance rendered him perfedly happy«> 
The duchefs made him< rjelate all that he knew of ' 
his own flory. ^He told her, that the man, to who£e^ 
cart Nafuf had delivered him^. called himfelf his^- 
father ; that he took him with him upon a journey i^ 
f:hat he died almpfl fuddenly at a paltry inn ;. that', 
the people of the houfe drove away the unfortunat»- 
Mirva ; that he wandered about the woods, finding; 
iialK^piiRlity but^among cottages;, tfaat-al laft amao.* 
Hfho .was gcfing. into 8a3!ony took charge ot him^. aocfc 
brought him to Erefbourg ; that there he wasr.foid ta^ 
the priefts of the temple of lirminful ; that he remain-^ 
ed these more than a. year, was. well , treated,, and^ 
little imagiitcd himfelf to be one of the vidiims', of* 
%diom they only took care, to have jliiem to' iittteo-* 
late in times of public calamity. - 

In fpite of the incxpreflSble pleafurc of bearingi. 
fifirva, of looking at him, and holding- him upon' hiSi- 
Rnc6, Barmecide cotmted every minute with, extreme ) 
impatience, till the arrival of Abaffir and Nstfufi . Ati 
length they came 1 and AbsSk experienced thedear»4t* 
ed and pureft delight which' the human' heart is <»• 
pable of feeling. At the fight of WRrt^, ffaiirf rcJ^ 
^ved' the con^ete reward of hi» Jienac^attlidkm&tt^ 

and 
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:9ld I^ /vif (foes ; and Barmecidey furrosnded bjrhisi 
fyi^&ds). taking fuccefilvely- to hts arms his i^ppy 
wi£e». hi$ fon> and Nafuf^ was convinbed at laft, that 
th$. fpiendours of ^eatnefs, and even of ghwry, are' 
Imt v^tn cbjmerasy vfhen compared to the delicious 
eojofments of friefidfliip^ of graiitnde, and «£ na<^ 
liftre. N^ftif taformed hiai, that» dreading the in> 
t^iddcd Journey of Bartneckie to Mi^eca would excite 
tbe fiiipieiop^ of the caHpfa^ he had determined' tot 
^pioy the crael' artifice which was fo nceeflary to» 
tb^ fftfety both of the chiid and its fathcjt^ to whioh^ 
m h&f Mirva owed his life. NafuFy abisned eveiii 
at his reiidiei)€e in. Aiia> fent htm voAcy Europe under 
tike care of a man on whom he could depend. H^ 
Keceived accounts' of him during the ^ce of twa 
YJ^TB'f a^er whi^h.time he heard no moseof him. 
1^ iinagintfd fiStrv» was dead>. and therefore re-« 
£iained -from making any mendon. of thefe ciscum- 
ftances^ 

' As a fu^penfion of arm» had been agreed upon^ 
^hich feemed' to be the prelude to a treaty of^'peace^. 
Qarmecide remained two d:^s at the, caAie, and: 
fj^nti the greater part of the time in Olives^s^ 
ngyenf . Tiie laliiteT) more agitated than ever^ 
iif need of f^s^mething to- divert his attention i and- 
thk he found in the happineis and friend&ip of^^ 
Born^cide. Tormented by, bitter regret and unavait* 
ing remorfe^ be l^d not been able to tafte a mo--* 
tt^nt's quiet fince the d^y on which the duchefs had 
djfcovered his fent iments ; and although chance had' 
b^trajped the fecret» yet he. confidered with forrow^ 
tbat had it not been for his weaknefs alid> impru* 
d^noe^ l^^tficc would* have', never known; it^ 'Etk^ 
prJu^efii,, now confcious of being fadovedv had nc*/ 
g^ed.her fweet and intcrefting. gaiety^ and aftuthr 
ewbantln^ graces of hsr mind. In vain^wa&it that 
G^von impo&d) uponi himfelf the moA: rigorous ft-^ 

kmMi . fi«alstflCi aAinil^^Qf tfa^^poff^^ h^ 
i ' . ' hearty 
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heart, feemed ever fatisfied with him : this^ fhe waffT 
continually fhowing in a thoufand dtfieretit wzfs^^ 
and always whh equal fenfibiiity and delicacy; ^ Eatii<^^ 
day Teemed to refine the pafiion of Oliver ; he loved* 
her with all the violence of which his; ardent fcnk 
could be fufceptible } and often would he enjby,~*sii>'^ 
fptte of himfelf, the idea that fhe was confcious of ^^ 
his flame. The foft fatisfaAton (he manifefted hi^ 
that regard rendered her ftill more interefting in his-^ 
eftimation ; but quickly recoUeAing his misfortunes^ 
his crime, his vows, and, above all, his friend, he' 
became terrified at his fituation, and fliuddered when: 
he caft his eyes on the future. Murderer of an in- ' 
nocent wife, he was deeply fenfible that a new tnarr* 
riage, on that fide account^ was a crime 'which no* 
ching would juftify. That guilty projeft, thereforey^"' 
never came into his mind ; but in "what matmer was 
it. incumbent upon him to a£t ? Was it pof&Dle that 
Beatrice, who was now acquainted with his -fcnti^ 
ments, could conient to make choice of ifambard for 
a hnfband? And even in that chimerfioal foppofition^'' 
could he (till venture to flatter himfelf, that he could 
hiVfi gencrofity enough to remain at the eourt, a 
tranquil fpeAator of the happinefs of his friend ? No) > 
furely, in that refpeft he could not deceive himfelf $ 
he WAS fenfible that he fhould then be compelled to ^ 
have recourfc"to cternari exile, to feparate hrmftlf ^for- 
ever from Ifambard and from Beatrice, and thus at ' 
the fame time to lofe the fole objefts of his afle^lion. 
He was defirous then that Beatrice fhould remain 
free, but in fuch cafe, Ifambard would be unhappy, * 
and it would befides be neceflary to quit the duehefe \ 
it would be neceflary to tear himfelf from her in ^ 
fpite of her forrow, her love, and her defpair, and ' 
to leave her with the diftraftii^g confcioufifie&, that? 
fhe would perhaps never recover her hapj^inefs, 6t 
even her peace of mind. Thus in every pbiht of^ 
view did Oliver fore&e a fri^tful di^ftiny for hlm-^^^ 
.'= . fclf, 
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ttHi his friend^ and the duchefs. He was likewiie 
awacey that fieatrxce, being certain of his love, would, 
find the greater difficulty in conquering an unhappy 
patffion.- He faw that her heart had again given re* 
ceptioh to hope ; and though his refolutions were not 
to be ihaken, he could n^t conceive how he fhould be 
able to remove entirely the illufipns which were fo ne«- 
ceSkry to Her happinefs. He had for a long while 
flattered himfelf, that at leaft there might yet foe a 
happy ||ft4 brilliant deftiny in f^ore for Ifambard, who 
in the courfe of time might ihare the fentiments of 
the amiable Axiana ; but this hope was naw vanifhed ; 
for he ohftrwed, that the princefs had at laft opened 
her eyes, upon I/ambard's paffion for Beafrice, and 
that eyer fince that difcoverv^ ihe ufed her earneft 
endeavours to fubdue an inclination which reafon no 
ionger approved. 

Barmecide being now obliged to return to the camp 
of the alliesi repaired to Oliver's chamb^ an hour 
htfore he left the caftle. " I liave brought you,'' 
iaid he, " a writing which will intereft you. The 
very evening in whi& Providence had reftored us to . 
our child} Nafuf told me, that it was abfolutely ae- 
ceflary, that the caliph Aaron ihould be informed of 
this unlooked-for happinefs. Nafuf has, in faA, 
written to the caliph, and has fhowni me his letter^ 
which I have pafled a part of the night in tranflatingl 
k^ order to procure you the perufai of it« 

Nasuif to the Caiiph Aaron At Raschid. 

. • • • 

*< Recognife thefe characters, which never offered 
to thine f^yes but the vile ailurance of an idolatrous 
re^pe£t and a blind fubmiffion. It was a flave who 
then exprefled himfelf ; thou art now going to bciur 
the language of a free man. It is no^ by having 
taken Jtiy flight ^ it is not in abandoning my coup try, 

that I have recovered the rig]^ts which jsature 1]^4 

given 
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gmn me; virtue alone cam tShce' tht ftaiiisVdF 
Sovny* ¥es, in thy n^ery palace, ^nder .tk&iip{n»» 
fcnt aib|edlion of titiy liorrid faTour, I kaew h&m to isi 
fvee^ I defpifed thee^ and I fared Barmecide* Y^: 
tynmt, Barmecide is alive : united for ever \ndi hi^ 
mk, Md iit» fen, his happinefs is any work.- I e^-vf- 
not thy bloody exploits, thy fatal ccanquefts^ aiad'ibt 
ihione which thou diflioiioureft ; fxsA x:9tn foribte £ 
hated thee, my foul, elevated s^irethhie, kAew-bo^^ 
•o prefer Barmeckle to thee* Loaded wicK ^tevi ^ i 
bowed before thee^ hm my independent heart im» 
fo&ffed by him*; this tyrant obtained a Tain homage 
only ; the trtte wor&ip belonged to the hero. Dtoift 
ifaou^to acciife me q€ k^gnntittide ? Ah^ cn»ei nxan ! l^ 
mm m thy eyes nothiing m«i»e tham a vile in fl r mma rt^ 
liormed to anfwer thy mad porpo^es. bi the mzdn(& 
of thy boundlefs pride, thou imagined^ to Acquire b^ 
43Sttt of Isirgeflc^ the diNsadf^l right di enihpvmg rs%j 
foul, of ftbSing in it all fentimeiits of jixftiee,. ct>£ti* 
pai^sm, and'humanity ; in a word, t& cormpt and: 
^ic^ate it <at the pleafure of thy capriee add paffiMs^^ 
i— it was thus that thou commanded^ tm to xmirdvr 
4irn[]eeide*-^iis k was, ttat in 6tii/e» to t^mie inno^ 
eeneey P <Mdi ncyfe h<i£«a«e to doclorr mfftif thy acc^ 
€»o»ipMp^e. From thy hand i reo^^?^ ttsM AsLggtt 
ifi^j^h was intended tc^immolate theb6»;Glfa{£iorwtt]e^ 
%sek ^ in i\\ the fiupid eoniidettee «f fbrodty, thott^ 
faweft me- 4fepart from thy pfdfe»ce>— I tsetttumol 
before thee* pale and bloody •, thou imaginedft thou 
faweili^'Ae blood '^FBaarmecide upon my gttirinents^ 
thou contempiatedft it with eager avidity^. Barbv^ 
hlsxi \ if was my own ^but tMs.generoti* blood wa^no^ 
k>ng«r the blood of ? flave f I had the t^folt^ku tdr 
€fili it myfelf^ to elude thy fury. The latrge W^WBftd)^ 
whkh opewcd agalin In thy.prcfence, {9tv^ «tv» hi 
ktttrle had I recei^«d a woimd fo> glorioins) Ihad-Jatt*- 
^died myfelf withtlie weapon thoif ^3»eft i»e^ri 
%^titf puvp^lor. I ain^ aware th«t fiune ttatei^ of 
} • ' ' grcatncfr 
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Iprf^tMfs Ai)l renWk m thy tomipted heart, and &ia|r 
h^f^r^d k^gra^ili^d at it ; thy moft intolerable pimUW 
Ikieo^ Oi^llbe, ta Jh^ forced to admire in feccet'the 
yifftiie of a il«v^> to fed| in fpite of thy pcidq, that 
ib^ i^l of N^fnf i& fiAperior U> thy own. li it do» 
thing to have enciO««Ltered& many perilsf^o have ex* 
ipoiied 0^yfe}f fi^. ofisen to thy implacabie rengcvsace^i 
I have foravod ignominy^ I bore for two years thfe 
iai;Acrail;kdi.of /thepuMic, and) what thou canft net 
(|9ii^ve« I rtt£fqr«d.il with ferenity. Atknowledge 
|l)i^ that a nobbr imd moze powedFul fjpring of a&i^n 
»)ft^ than the Icwe of gktry ^ learn rtiat there art 
fiiblin^e &cri6ee$», w^hich Virtue alone cah makej and 
qC which Qxc isal^ oisce both the motive and. the rci* 
C(Hl>penie. Thou, who haA never a£ted bat to ob* 
t»}£i the applaufe of men^ what is ebow thy refuge J 
ha. fpite of the flaitterers who iurround thee^ thoit 
fsmft not deceive thyfelf re^e^tingthe hprror of thy 
wme ; I have beeai witnefs to thy terrible remorfe $ 
t have feen^ thee wpepvat thy fame ; butth^m thmlseil 
to have, yet prefewed fome pretenflons to public adw 
ttucatiooi md this ho^ ishut vain ilkuSoa. It is^pi^iiw 
cipaljy in j^ice and goelcbieis^ that the pef foKial ^orf 
of feveceigDSL conii&s : vrhatever othei^wife iUuftpatet 
their jEsign, is k& their oiwn woik ^han,.that^of iim» 
soijriAersy the^ generals, and theif ibtdiers* Bw^th^ 
ode was;duvihg fix years ^tke Vatdoit dWinity ^f thy^ 
tinpire. . Tii^ people, the ixn42art{al judges^ «f tha^t 
who govern them, knew thy failings and thy vice^i^. 
in the caliph, however, they refpefted the benefadlor^ 
of a hero, in him they chcrifhed the friend of Bar^ 
medde. But to the grand vizier alone they aUributed 
thofe admirable eftablifhments of beneficence and ge-^ 
nerofity, which were made under thy name j and 
poflerity will confirm the equitable judgment of love 
and gratitude. And now, fince Barmecide has dif- 
appeared, what is become of this flourifhing empire ? 
The opprefFed people feel the heavy chains of defpo- 
y . . '- • > tifm 
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tifm gall them afrefh, while an able hand could hzrt 
lightened, without breaking them. Fallen from thy^ 
artificial grandeur, equally defeAive in genius and in 
virtue, the ob^eft of hatred and contempt;^^ thou 
canft no longer reign but through fear. Aiid in this 
fhamefulde^adation,thou ftill thinkeftthyfelf formed 
to domineer over mankind. The vile prejiidiGes of 
ftupid pride ftill perfiKide thee, that the iupreme* 
Being has created the nations of Afia with immortal. 
f^Mils, with inclinations and paffions, and the power 
of choofing between virtue and vice^ only tdfubjeA- 
them to thy yoke y to render them more fubmifiive 
to thy will than* the favage beaft$, ^e fj^ee inhalntants 
of the vaft fbrefts of thy empire. For fear can never 
intimidate, nor fentiment feduce them ; they pre- 
ferve in all its energy the noble inftinA.of indepen-* 
dence, and thou canft not bend them to flavery. 
And while nature only allows thee to ufurp a weak 
and momentary authority oyer th^m, an authorltj^ 
funded upon ad4rers and cunnitig,. and not upon^ 
power, thou canft think fhe has given thee the right 
to bring thy fellow-creatures into bondage ! In order 
to feelsdl theabfurdity of this horrid hlafphemy, re- 
colledi: thy own weaknefies, and the crimes which 
ftain thy life, and xecolleAalfo the conduct of thy 
flave.Nafuf. > Compare our fentiments, ouir charac- 
Iters, and above all, our adions, and then judge If 
heaven have formed thee to coinmand, and me .to 
9bey/' 
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■CHAPTER XXVUI. 
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J'aiime afles nion amant, -p<mr renoncer a Ini. 

^tz/dfiTr/ ier RacINE« 
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J^iTe (dalia fperanza in dio (icura 
S'alzar volando alle celeill sfere, 
Come^va foco ai del jper fua natura. 

Tasso. ^ • 

THE negotiaftions for peace were broken up fo«*e 
<clays after the, departure of Barmecide 5 hoftilitics 
again commenced, and laiied near three weeks, with- 
out any decifive advantage to either fide. In the 
.mean while Oliver, now pcrfcftly cured of his wound^ 
had a particular conference with the other French 
Jknights upon jthe operations of the war, and he com- 
%municated to them apian of attack which he himfelf 
lad invented. The plan was as bold as it was well 
combined, and his countrymen eafily gave into it j for 
the French in all ^ges have been diftinguiihed for a 
.brilliant temerity of courage and a happy prefenti- 
ment of vifltory. The other generals at firil.oppofed 
the meafure, but after long debate the plan was at 
length adopted. Wiien the duchefs was informed of 
ihe decifion, (he gave hcrfelf up to all the difquietude, 
which an enterprife of fuch temerity and danger was. 
calpulated to create. She reflected with equal .dread 
stnd pain, that Oliver, having conceived >the idea of 
it, was in fomefefpeft anfwerable for the event, and 
that he would brave every thing, and expofe himfelf 
to dango: with more than ordinary boljdnefs, to en- 
fure its fuccefs. On the follow:ing morning, a little 
before day-break, , it was agreed tp attack the princes 
4D their ow|i camp, and. this w^s accordingly executed^ 
. " ' After 
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After an t>1>ftinate battle, the army of Beatrice forced 
the firft entrenchiaents of theeaetny ; hut foon being 
checked by the valour and ability of the count of Ba- 
varia, was obliged to have recourfeto a fecond battle. 
Viftory for a while remained undecided ; Ceroid, re- 
marking chat the troops commanded by" the dnke of 
Fn^U began to fall into diforder, fent Barmecide to 
that quarter ^ at the fame moment Oliver advanced 
up to the count of Bavaria, and' availed liim with^- 
impetuofity. The count was prefled fo clofe, that he 
could neither manage his horfe, which beg^n to 
prance and rear, nor make ahy ufe of his lance. 
Oliver feized the bridle of the horfe.: the count in- 
ilantly f^iirred !iim on with great violence^ 'tht&beaft 
toofe a prodigious leapj and Ceroid, at^ the fttiie time* 
cudesCvduring to ftrike h» adverfary with' His ft^rord^* 
himfelf received a very dangerdufs woutifd. OIivc4*i' 
for the fecond time, raflied upon his^f<ife', driirtng^ 
away and overttnrnihg afll he found before him. ^Gc- 
rold, nokmgerable to defend himfelf was dHarmedV 
znd taken prifoner by the Knight of the S^xr^n, At 
the fame inflant, too, a party of Gdrold's troops laid*- 
down their arms, and yielded tlicmfelves up - to tht* 
eohqneror. The reft toc^k their flighft; The rcmt*' 
became general ori the part of the enemy; thetluke* 
of FHuli WAS fiain by Ifembard; The cam][i was^ 
fofcedi a prodigious number of prifohcrs were talccW^ 
andthe battle pf oved detifive. Oliver* wak fcefihgli^' 
aKve to the glory and good fortune of this nienioi^iDre* 
^yi To4iim was^^ o^nng the plan t^f attack and thiftf 
overthrow of the count of BavariaV The v^tote^ 
artny inftantly and unahitilotjfly decTfeea'h*ifli\tHe hd^ 
nonirs of triumph'; Ifambard haffened'to War thifeP 
happy news of viftory to thci diichcfs ; arriving befdre 
the reft^ -lie fii dd^Iy appeared befbi^fe hef : jfeatricif 
atfteiftg^hihi endeavoured tarifer but, ready tdfaSiiti 
flie •ftrtik'^down agitin updn Htr fe^ prdnbuncing 
wWi'-fe«k' voice the' aiamc of^difcr. <* SKd^i*' 

fiia 
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fiKd Ifaodbard) <<yoti^ will fcxm.feaOIiTarv h^is fafe^ 
bis geniu? and valour iiav^ terminated the^wsio;. het 

, Sring&you the count of Bavaria, whom he has takent 
jpriibner } you have now no more enemies^ and k ir 
Oliins&^viip has deUv^ed you from4;hem« The^rmy 
has proclaimed < him the hero of the day ^ you are 
jr^ing to fee him. appear, ccowioed by. his very rivals ^ 
Jbut be.perftiaded= th^fe are not is his eyes his real tri4 
jiraph ;J that trsomph his great foul' <!aai.fii>d only^ 
here." << Dear and geasFOus* Hambaiidr' cried Bea^^ 

,^ trice,, flieddf hg a> torrent of tearsi On faying this &€[ 
held out her arms to him ; the tender Jfanibard knek 
'with, one knee* on .the. ground, asid Beafivice leaning 
towsurds>him, preiTed her cheek againft his,. Thisfa^ 
vour^ which, file had never before granted^ ^asonly 
a freih^ avowal <tf her tend ernefa fort Oliver. 0£ this 
Xfambaird was but. too confcious^ .but thea<kirod<faG8 
of Peatrice* touched his own v he feit. her teacs) fall 
down his . cheeks. ;t he vsntuccd- topreis.'hen handa 
agjniS&'^.his heart; he> expeDienced a. dehdous ftinfa- 
don, .though' not unmixed with^in v he lamented 'hisr 
very baj^nefS'; in a word^ both. happy and jealousy 
lie envied andC'bleiled his riv»L Shortly/the noife^of 

^ warlike iniiirunyents ; annoutoced the rctuim of the ,am* 
<|ucror^, and. Beatrice went, forth to receive theotiv 
The n»pdeft Oliver, confcunded in the crbwd^ 
marched in fil^ee behind Axiaisa, Thederic, and 
the Frrach-troopsy giving his arm; to the; count of 
S^rrauria, who was* ioppcnrted Qn*. thc^/other hand by 
Sarm^ide^- forthe Jacterj; upon th«:. retreat of thd 
;«0nquei;)iag armyy bad given. hinifelf> up pcifoner iii 
«iKier to partake dbe fate of; his friend* The duckeA^ 
iiocwitbftaiidingifaier joy.and.<ha!piiinc% ooiikL'3)otirc»^ 
j&aiiio6iom we^dng^on feeinff Gerold. in^the meiann 
JdbolfrcCM^ktson intowhkk;fodPtone^haid^r0wn<hiniL$ 
ihti fitltihow^mudntkis/adiiable and^ illsftrious. prinoa 
Jipu ft iUfibr in appearing befoce^hsxiin tkMPhumliatiB^ 
jMUk'&ttOwibl .fitttatipn. ^euUHoC^his>idM,-Beafes]]Ctt 

advanced 
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advanced tawards the count, to fiiy all thattbf moft 
tender aj^ delicate generpfity rould prompt Ce- 
roid liftened to her with chaftened looks, and reptied 
with noblenefs and fimplicity. The jdurhefs con- 
duced him into one o£ the paviUom of the caAtei:; 
ihe then called her fiirgeous, who, exafoining h&L 
wounds, judged them not to be extremely dangerouSu 
Beatrice prohibited all kind of rejoicing and tumi^it;^ 
(uous feJtivity in the palace \ but fhe pafled the refl:^ 
of the d^y with the knights, who were aflembled to- \ 
gether* OUiir^er fat out of the circk } yet Beatrice ^ 
often met his looks, and, not being able t<y converfe 
with him, fhe ibemed to be wholly taken up dnrinjg 
the evening with Ifambard ; for die was .fo OMKk 
pleafed with him for having announced the events 
which made her fo happy, and his prefeace revived 
fo agreeable a recolleAion, that ihe experienced m 
gratefiil fenfation every time ihe cafl h^r eyes upon 
him, or even heard the found of his voice. 

The next day the furgeon took off the£ril dreffings 
wbich . they had applied to Gerold's wounds, and 
^ter having probed them, they declared to Barme^ 
cide that they were mortaL The iriconfolaUe Bar^ 
mecide woi^ld no more quk his unhappy friend, and ^ 
paiTed all his days and nights by his bedofide. Oathe 
evening of the .third dsqr the count fell gradually into 
a kind of lethargy. Barmecide, who, had .been fend-, 
ing all the attendants, one after the other j ior medi" 
cal affifbnce, was now all alone with him* Seeing 
him without motion, and, no longer Jiea^ing .hizB. 
breathe, he thought him dead ; ah(j, . difiraAedf with» 
grief, he left the chaitiber in, the wildiA manner to, 
haiien and procure the fucoour which ^e himfelf eouft 
fidered as unavailine.^ A few fteps from the door he. 
met Delia, who had not been feea for. four days ftA^ 
becaufe ihe had.pailed all that time fcclitded in her. 
own apartme»i. Barmecide, too deeply engirded bf 
focrow to.be flruck with the iii>gularity.o£4lii9.d2^tt 



.hkgg foSed 0i^onc fide wkhout fpeakiagrto her ; butf 
keariag his g«(^o»x}8) fiae ftogped him^ faying^ ** Whac^ 
ift he worfe tbea ?'^ << Ah madafl^'' cried Barmecide^ 
^ tlie unfortunate couni: of. Bavaria is no mcnre C^ Oa 
istteriag theft iffoeds^ he precipitately withdrew^ axxd 
Sh\i% ruibed into Geroikl-s apartment. SHe ag- 
pvoaKdiedhis bed-fide^ and remained a snoxnent mOi- 
tionlefs, furv^ying the fad obje& which preCeated it* 
^iblf to her vise w« Ger<4d-'s face was torned toward^ - 
Jpier, hb ayes appeared to be (hat for ever^,. the nakr 
^ me^ of death we$ fpveadrOTer hi& brdw^ one of hi^ 
jurms was extended oa the foed.«-*cDeIia^ ftiUft^iidmg 
^ hkn, furvoyed hk& without fhedding teai:&» 
•t)^pair dried up their iourc^. ^ Uhforturtatb man:^ 
.faid fee,. <* a^ Isuft thou art delivered from the dreaa^** 
Iful pun^Hient of loving without hope ! I ought to 
cnvy^ and not lament thee! — ^But at leaft I am fure 
•«f not furvijiring thee/'-^On faying this, f]he leant td>- 
wardsthe^d'with a gloomy look and wild demeaa- 
0Ur> and caught hold- of Gerold's hand; fee was 
"^ :aftpni&ed to ftnd. it -ft ill waring A feeble gleam of 
hope made her ttart and feudder $ lefs weaned from 
:life, fee became noMT more fei^ble to grief^ and her 
tcarsbegan''tailow.--*With' trembling hand fee felt 
the pulfe of Gereld, and imagined fee difcovered a 
. bsguid motion* She feil upon her knees, aAd pour«> 
Hig' foeth a fliQod of tears, « O God," cried fec^ 
«* deign to reftoare him to U&, and I vow to conftcrate 
mine to thy fervke. I««t bicn live, and I will hqnce- 
^rth live but for thee ! In this terrible moment,, it is 
lave wWch (liir dares to implore thee, but love which 
immolates itfclf I" — ^Scarce had fee pronounced thcfe 
. worda when Gcrold was heard to figh. «< Gre?t 
God," criotlfec, with tranfport, "I renew the facrcd 
vow P'-**- At tbofe wjordjS fe^ arafe nnd looked at Ce- 
roid. His fy«ft w«r« ftill clofed v De^ia leant tpwards 
li|m: "Receive/' feid fej?, « thist tern al adieu — ^thi« 
laft kifsP' — Thus fpeakingi fee appHed her lips to 
Vol. II. N his j 
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his ; at this inftant Ceroid fuddenly opened his eye^^ 
Delia gave a loud {hriek, and difappeaired as quick te 
lightning. The county who had not perfcftly reco- 
f vered his fenfes, had but an indiftinA jdea of this 

tender embrace ; he had only a confuied glimpfeof a 
woman with difhevelled hair, making a precipitate re- 
treat ; but the idea of this firene was ftrongly im- 
prefltRl on his memory. 

In the mean while Barmecide returned with the. 
phyiicians, and his joy was equal to his ftrprife on 
finding the count rerived, and half raifed up, leaning 
upon one hand, and with tfie other holding back the 
curtain, while he was looking ftedfaftly towards the 
r J for he was ftill gazing after the objeft which 
had juft difappeared. Having, however, no diftin^ 
'Idea, he was unable to give any account of what had 
difturbed him. The phyficians, after 'having exa^ 
mined Ceroid, found him much better} and on the 
next morning they declared him out of danger. Hi* 
youth, and the flrcngth of his conftitutton, contri- 
buted rapidly to his^recovery, and in the courfe of 
five or fix days he was well en(>ngh to leav^ his bed. 
One evening, being alone with Barmeckie, <« i muft 
relate to you,'' faid he, <* a dream t had during my 
illnefs, which ftill dwells on my mind, and the re- 
memln^ance of which, far from weakening, becomes 
every day more powerful in proportion as my ideal 
' grow clearer. On recovering from that deep lethar^ 
' which gave you fo much alarm, it feemed to nie as if 
I were in the arms of an angelic figure, whofe pure 
and divine truth, like that of the Creator, called me 
again to 'cxiftencc, and reftored me my foul. I had 
a glimpfe of this celeftial being ; when I ftrove 
look at k, it vaniflied in the air, and I faw onlyits 
white garments, and its long and waving locks. It 
trad the elegant and Hcnder form of a woman 5 in 
fuch form furely angels appear ! — I know all this is 
only a vifion> a kind of delirium brought on by the 

- fever, 
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fever, but you have no idea how forcibly it ha$ flruck 
me" " Ah, feignior," replied Barmecide much af- 
fe£led, " what you call an illufion is not ohe ; it ws^s 
the unfortunate Delia that you faw." " Delia," cried 
Gerold, « what, that Delia ?"■ — He fald no more* 
*< Yes, feignior," returned Barmecide, " the young 
arid beauteous Delia, who, as I had fuipe^ed, iche- 
rifhing in fecret a romantic paffion for you, is now the 
-viftim of it. She came here, faw you on the verge 
of the grave, implored . heaven for you with the 
double fervour of innocence tod love, and promifed 
. the Supreme Being, if he reftpred you to health, to 
fhut herfelf up for ever in a cloifter. On leaving 
jrour. chamber, (he ran to Bes^rice, and remaii^i^ 
alone with her more than three hour^« The next day, 
the duchefs in great r.aJEiflion accompanied her to^ 
Jioule which ihe has- now given her. This maniioa* 
will be immediuitely transformed into a monaftery. 
.Workmen are employed d^y and night, the grates arc 
already fixed up. A party of nuns are arrived frofloi 
-JSi neighbouring convent in order to form a ililerhoqd 
for the^ew cloifter, which the duchefs is founding ' 
for her young friend ; for, not being able to change 
her refolutioB, Beatrice at leail is determined that 
. Delia ihall be in her neighbourhood. The priefts are 
t>rdered to attend, every thing is prepared in hafte 
for this fad -ceremony : jn fine, Delia willjnake this 
>:niel facrifice without further delay, in a week (fee 
^will take the velh ^ This event has fpread a gloorai 
oyer all the caftle ; Lancelot, cfpecially, who is pai^ 
^dnately fond of Delia, i« inconfolable. Every one, 
^I mufl confels^ is of opinion, that you pught to do 
every thing to fnatch Delia from her cloifter, begui£b 
fhe cannot pronounce an irrevocable vow befolnHJIkc 
expiration of a year ; and as you have, in fa^ no 
farther profpcft of becoming the hufband of Beatri<^ 
you muiVallow, did you but know Delia, that, after 
the xlucbefs of Cleves, there doc3 not exift an objeft 

N 2 more 
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more worthy of touching aod fixing a heart like 
yours, than herfelf/' .During this difc0urfe GcTQliJ 
Was (truck with to much aftonlfbioent^ that Banner 
*cide might have continued fpeaking much long^ 
without bis havinR any defire to intprupt him. Tl^e 
reader muft. rpcoiiefl: the count's adventure 'witji Ar- 
xnofldde, and how the latter, taking advantage of his 
tniftake, had made herfelf paft for Pelia ;, throu|;h. 
this impofture the count, being perfuaded that Ddiia 
was the moft unworthy of her feat, could not con- 
ceive the elevation of fentiment attributed to her^ or 
the real facrifice which refultcd from it* Forced, 
however, to believe thefc pofitive fa£Vs, he in^adbaed - 

•^^■Rs young perfoni in fpite of the depravation of h^r 
manners, h^d conceiyed a violent paffion for him; 
hut he was at a loft to reconcile the mixture of loye 

' and piety which Barmecide had d^fcribed,.wii;h the 
irregularity of her condu^ of which he, bad fce» 
pofitiVe proof*. He was loft in bis refleSipqs ; 

/touched, however, infpiteofhimfelf, with the fplen-' 

' did facrifice of which be was the object, he confidereA 
\it h!s duty to refpe^ the r^utation of a lady, whpi^ 

• repentance perhaps, as well as love,, had driyen to a 
cTolft'erj and did notdifclofe a^, word which could jjlv<r * 
Barmecide the Icaft fufpieion of the opinion be enter- 
tained of ^Delia, ^ 

One pcrfon onily.hi the palace (Oger the Dane) was 
able to clear up the count of Bqvaria's miftake, rela- 
tive to the intercfting Delia f but being 'Confined to 
his bed for fome days pail on account of having ne- 
glected a flight wound he had received in the late bat- 
tle, he was ftrloufly indifpofed^ and not in a fityation 
to <sonverfc with his friends, or to takq any. part in 
the tranfaftions of the fraftk* Every thing therefore 
concurred to prolong the miftake of Ceroid. 

The day on which Delia was lo take^ the veil being 
arrived, Barmecide found means of executing a plan ^ 
he had premeditated. Intercfting himfclf greatly in 
"-" ' . the- 
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the fato of Delia;! he was fecaretly afflifte4 at-tb^ 
count'» ini^nfibilitj ; and thiis kind of batdhearted- 
neFs he attributed to bisjlaffioh for the ducheis. But 
at the fame time he was jf^erruailed that the youth of 
Delia, and her enchanting beauty, would ;nake the 
deepeft impreffion upon him i efpecially fhould h^Cct 
her unea;peAedly.» and in fome ftriking point of view. 
The count had been able to go out for two days paftj 
and Barmecide cotift'antiy accompanied him on his 
wiik^. It was no dij£cult matter to lead him to De- 
lists convent without his having the leaft idea of it i 
for Ceroid fuppofed the boufe was at a cdnilderabl^ 
diftance, becaufe he was acquainted with none but; 
that inhabited by Armofiede* On entering the wood^ 
the count perceived feveral liorfts tied to the trees,, 
with the Iqttires who were taking care of them* 
*« Where can the knights be/' faid he^ << to whon^ 
thefe horfes belong ?^ — ^* In that houfe,^' anfwered 
Barmecide, pointing to the new «i6naftery ; *<* let ui 
gp m^ continued he, " welhall fee what could hav^ 
ntought together fo many petfolis upon this fpot.'* 
"Upon this he advanced towards the houfe> Ceroid 
followed him 4 Barmecide, who, In concert with th^ 
ducliefs, had planned every thing beforehand, <;n- 
tered with the count. ITiey went acrpfs a^,galiery 
which led to the chapel ; advancing a few paipes, fiai*'* 
meclde opened a little door j 'Ceroid pafled through 
k with his friend, and found himfelf in a grated 
clofet, which communicated with the chftpel. The 
vaftonifhed couht beheld the knights and ladles of the 
coutt of BeatrJce in the chapel before him* He 
could not himfelf be feen, but he cfearly diftinguiihed 
all the objefts about him 5 and what ftruck him moft, 
was a large grate which was direi^iy facing hijoi, and 
which took up the whole width -of the church; a 
black veil was drawn behind the grate. " Ah, Bar- 
mecide," exclaimed the couptj « whither have you 
brought me ?"---*< Pardon me^ feignior,** returned 

Barmecide, 
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Bannecide, ** I was defirous you fhould fee tlie inno- 
cent vi£tim who has devoted herfel/ for , your fak^.*^^ 
Ceroid was going to reply^ when a flgnali made ;it^ 
the nuns choir^ ga\e notice that the ceremony was. 
going to begin. 

The black curtain, however, ftil! remained £iehin 4 
the grate ; in a few moments an enchanting voice wa^ 
lieard, which fung a hymn. — The touching (drains of 
that voice made^ Ceroid ftart, and Barmecidej) obr 
ferving his emotion, faid : ** I know that, acpording 
to ^cuftomi it is the novice who myft iJng at the pre--- 
feat jnftant j but I am as much furprifed as yourf^u sit 
the wonderful fweetnefs of that yoice> for fielii^ 
never preteiulcd to poflef? that enchanting talent, and' 
no one has ever heard her fing.**--^" . Juft heaven F*^ 
interrupted Ceroid, ^^ what recoUcftion docs tllat ' 
voice revive !r— Are yoij certain that is Ddia^s voice 2* 
As he fpokc.thefe words the curtain was drswnalide^ 
and the cbari^ning Delia, dreflcd in t he. uiu'ioft mag- 
nificence, advanced flqwly towards the grate whcrf 
Beatrice, all in tears, was waiting for her to giv.eiliei' 
the holy veil. Her youth, her beauty, the touching 
^xpreffion <>f her countenance, the noblenefs and,mo- 
-defty* of her mien, imparted iuch a value to the fa- 
«rifice (he wa^-going.to make, that no one >y ho. be- 
held her could refrain from tears \ the chprch re- 
founded with one univerfii •moan.—^This expreiliott 
iof public concern filled ,up the meafure of Gerpld's 
uneafinefs ; he could only perceive the fliape and part . 
of the drefs of Delia. The pricft^ who attended 
her, being placed between the grated clofet and her- 
felf, entirely hid her face \ but when fhe was near tlie 
grate the prieft withdrew a few paces \ Delia ad- 
vanced alone, an«i the count, having a full view (>f 
.her, arofe. with tranfport, crying out, " Great Qod!! 
it is ihe ! it is Maria !" On uttering thefe words, he 
ifunk down upon his feat, and fainted away. Tt was 
in reality the unhappy and tender-hearted Maria, who 

had 
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bad taken reftige with her rival in hopes of interefting 
s^nd r^nderiDg herfelf agreeable to Her^ and with Uk 
¥iew of being ferviceaWd to Ceroid. At the firft' 
I)rivate Inter view ihe had with the ducheis,. fhe had. 
fallen at her feet acnd exclaimed, lam culpnbte andun--' 
ia^vl Beatrice wanted nothing morCi fhe received 
her In her arms> aflted her no queftions) and, al^ter 
having had an opportunit7 of flndying her difpofition^ 
conceived the tendereft fri^ndihip for her. Mari^ 
had reconrfe to^no other fiAioh thto aficrming a bor^* 
K>wed namci and pretending to be born in the domi-i^ 
iiions of Ceroid, the better to aceount fi0r the at- 
tachment fhe willingly coiifeiled ihe had for him* 
Every day ihq had fome interefting particular to relate 
|0 the duchefs concerning this prince ( ihe had an in- 
exhauftible coiIe£^ion of generous and beneficent ac<» 
$idns vriiich he pcrfonbed ; Ihe introduced fuch grace 
and fentiment into thefe recitals> that had it not been 
for the arrival of Oliver, they would perhaps, in the 
courfe of titne, have made feme impreffion iipon the 
heart of Beatrice. In this manner did Maria condut^ 
herfelf till the moment in which the count was taken* 
pfifoner ; then, trembling for his recovery, Ihe threw 
aiide all diilimulation. On leaving his chamber ihe 
repaired to the duchefs, and throwing herielf at her 
ftct, declared her real name, made a fincere conftflion 
of her fault and misfortune, and related the vow fixe 
had juft been makjng, of^hutting up herfelf for ever 
in a cloifter. The duchefs in vain endeavoured tp 
perfuade her to change her refolution, Maria was un- 
moveable ; the enthufiafm of her love and her piety 
perfuaded her that the life of Ceroid was attached'to, 
the accomplifliment of this cruel facrifice* Thuswas^ 
Beatrice obliged to give way to her prefling entreaticjj, 
'fecretly 'flattering herfelf, however, that Ceroid, 
touched at this devotednefs, would l>e able to find 
means of pyercomtng her fcruples, and '6{ tearing 

■ her 
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her JFrom the monaftery bcJ&rc Ac had frcsmsmoedl' 

her Mb wws. 

In the mtan nvtitte GeroM, bring reMraed tcdve 
palace, and finding himielf ftgma alone \rith Sdarxne^ 
cidci explained to hkxitheteiiQfe cf tbeeitlraoiNBii«ry 
fbene he had jofi hetti tritnefs tO| asid^elMed, mtlk« 
out any difgnife, the ftdry of ^e tfntfertwnate Mam. 
Barnietide h^ ^oo occafion to mate the «ii»d 0f ifllf^ 
prince to repentance and gratitude. G«rold, iSn^^jg 
the tender and genorotts Maria ttoFebcKHtlM m^dttk^ 
terefting than ever, tran8fien«d,'^A^hoQt«nt^&^«^ 
to her the ^ows which Bc^i tri e t 'had refoeted. Hh. 
heart, deeply totudhed at ftrdi heroic ^f^Kmifmrnmcm 
alive only to Maria $ and iioncmr tmd mcHnatien idikt 
induced him to ftrivetd foften her. He irnmcdkidfrf 
vrrojSi Oie int)ft paffionate q>iftle, and Bartneckk iiii^ 
dtrilWt to i&livci^it,.. The letter was revived wiA 
equal fe^tibillty and-'Miotion* Mana read it overfo- 
veral times, bathii^ ftl with Iter tears 5 fte ppomifei 
to keep k as long as ft^ Kv^d ^ but fixed in lier tth^ 
lution, fhc repeated trc^. and over, ** It was^forhiiA 
1 made thisvew; and hpw *fcail i be nnftithfei %^ 
it ?** Iti vain did fewbcride ^entreat her to gram hir 
ft^icnd a moment's Int e i \ j ew 5 iht polftiTdljr rSfafedto- 
fee him. ^ Co, ifeignior/' ctmtminrd Hie, « tefl 
"him that heaven, Vhit?h ifs ahvays et^urtsib^, canhet 
allow of the union of Ocrold iand Marja, but the, 
guilty Maria feeis herfeM" happy totmike this feerifice, 
and to hear erf his regret.** On feymg thi«, fbe jtrofe . 
and left? Barmecide. GercM wot exceffively grieved 
on hearing the fad refak of thrs Interview ; he made 
many other attempts, whrch were not ^tended with 
1)ettcr fucceffs. Maria, encouraged 'by tlie counfels (tf 
HFriendlhip, ftllt rcfdutdy ptrfrftcd in her inteiitlof^s. 
*Tlie ifirtuous Amalbdrga, long fiutrc determined to 
quit the world, ftut herfelf up in Muria's cloifter, 
and likewife took the veB ; asi^ Maria, ent:ouragt?d 
by her example, expiated her firft falling by tlius 

making 
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iDaiiag xefifiance to all the iedaAiott <)f Io7€ ; a &- 
du£tion whicli was now become mote dangerous than 
trv^y becaufe the paiE<^ was mutual. 

Smoel quitted my native land, I have mtAe an ex- 
curiion through the fine comxstry «f Gleves; I was 
then alone, and a perfecuted fia^itive. I vifited the 
,nionaftery which ftilL bears the. name o£ its isitcrefting 
^founder. On contemplating this venerable and-aiati^ne 
edifice, iurroiinded i^ a m$it/&ic for^, I recoUe^d 
with conipaffipn the misfortunes s^ the fyciiSze^ 
Mairia ; but q^uidfcly, the ibrrowfui nefbfiti^n of iiqr^ 
ielf, and mj own fitoatioii, -comfcHed <ne 4o cavy bclr 
rfiite, and I ccafed t0 latnent her, confkUariiig tla^t '^^ 
Iczfky in this deep iblitode, ihe had ipund pe^ice, -oii 
afylum, and a friexud *. 
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La ipaix, leigDeur, il'lsiut Ixd tout facrtficr, 
CVft le ffxih pr^deux <jtri daitd'un vaifi'launer. 
05*^146 fuiv^ toujoups Ic char de la viftdire, 
<^abd ir yaioquevr eA homme) et ^gne dcia ^Jolre. 

: AS foon as the count cfif Bavaria's health was per- 
feftly rcftoi:(ed, the^ducheis calling all her defenders 
in cppncrl, they aflembled in a fpacious hall to difctft 

\ the terms 8f peace which flie fhould propofe to iier 
-^^ariqnilhed enemi€;s. The king of Pannpnia and the 
duke of Benevento i^ake JSrft, and maintained that 

*^ * At a little dHlfancc from tire caftle of Clcvcs lic» ^ great convent 
lof mms. It is Ifitaate in the midft of a fouft, «n4 i« ^tted Maria- 
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the duchcls, now having it in her power to give the 
Jaw, ought to avail herfelf of this favourable occafioxi 
of aggrandizing her dominions by requiring many dcf- 
lions, and amoYig oth^s that of the country border- 
ing on the duchy of Cleves, which belonged to the 
count of Bavaria. Axiana then began to fpeak ; and 
combated this fpirit of conqueft by enlarging upon 
the duties of juftice and moderation ; but fcveral 
knights feconded the opinions of Theudon and Gri- 
xnaldo, and pretended, that the peace would not prove 
laftipg, if the duchefs did hot deprive her enemies of 
the greater part of their power. Bam bard wfth great 
eloquence refuted all the reafoning of this odious and 
-too prevalent policy ; after fpeaking largely upon the 
fubjeft, «* Finally/' faid he, " I maintain, that the 
fole mean of rendering peace lafting and truly glori- 
ous is, to extirpate all tte roots of hatred, to fup- 
jprefs all refentments, and to afford the example of 
generous moderation in profperity (34)!" This dif- 
courfe was warmly applauded by all the French 5 for 
their firft movement was always to admire generofity, 
and to cherifh with enthuHafm the noble fentiments it 
infpires. Theotald and Oger the Dane were of the 
fame way of thinking : but Roger annexed a new mo- 
tion to his fuffrage. *< Sovereigiis,'Taid he, M fhould 
efpecially, in their treaties of- peace, have regard to 
the public welfare, and the facred interefts of huma- 
nity ; it was thus that Charlemagne, in his treaties 
lyith the vanquiftied Saxons, required no other cb»- 
dition than the abolition of their abominable facrU 
£ces i the enemies of the duchefs of Cleves, bbrn in 
ciTilized countries, have, it is true, none of the hor- 
rible- fuper ft itions of thefe barbarians, but all thefe 
princes ai'e defpot^s, and tnay become tyrants. It 
jleems to me that it Ijy^ould be Worthy of the princefs to 
oblige them to enaSt wife and beneficent laws, iijnilar 
to thofq wliich fecure the happhiefs of the fubje^ 6f 
. Beatrice afidAiiata.** This idci Was applauded by 
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fcveral yoiiog knights of his own age ; tut OHver 
violently oppofed'it* <* To check profcription and 
murder," faid he, " is, I mufl allow, the worthi^ft 
ufe that caobe niade of power, andthe happieft con- 
fequence of viiStory i but thanks to heaven, the 
duqhefs of Cleves has not thefe monftrous enormities 
to reprefs ; all laws, that found morality does not 
condemn, are effentially good, if they fuit the nation 
which has adopted them. In the eye of reafon, the^ 
moftperfeft inftitutes, thole of the duchy of Cleves^ 
for inftance, may liave. a thoufand inconveniences in 
another country i climate, the habits and manners,, 
the national character, muft produce, among different 
nations, . an eternal variety of goveriiments. A peo-^ 
pje, that would impofe its owii laWs upon other ftates,. 
would conceive a projeft at once gigantic and puerife|. 
and difpla^ nothing better than extravagant and ridi- 
culous tyranny. In a word,_ the experienc^e of many 
^es can alone atteft the folidity of hiKnan ixiftitutions.. 
'JTheducheft of Cleves has herfelf created every .thing, 
in- her own dominions. In proposing to the allied 
princes the conftitution which is the work of her own> 
hands, can flie ^ay, ■* Abolifh your ufages, annul youi? 
laws,\ apd take mine iiiftead ? The form of govem- 
jbaent I have planned, and which I propofe to you, is 
the beftj I have provided for every contingency, t. 
ain certain of having attained the utmoft degree of 
h^man perfedlion, and I declare that all who are of a 
contrary opinion arc abfurd.* What language ! Is it 
poflible to fuppofe the auguft Beatrice could exprefs 

^herfelf in a manner fo little worthy of her ? WouTd - 
not fuch fentiments be abfurd in the mouth of the 6rft 
legiflator of Europe i of Charlemagne himfelf ?, Npb- 
withftanding his age and experience, although hie was 
employed a 'great number of years upon his capituia- 

raries^ yet he never coniidered himfelf intitlcd to im- 
pofe them even on his own nation 5 he, only ventured 
to offer thexD} and fubmli-them tagdberaldifcuflion. 

' .'.':. ^ In 
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In inCi It is rcafon, k iff time, ^nil net violence «tid 
. authority, that. can produce ufefiil revolutions ; and 
legiilatorai who are defirous of propagating tktfh* 
ideas, have only one , rational and juftiJBa'ble way af 
doing itj which isj to maintain peace and plenty in 
JtKeir dominionsi and to render the country fupefibr 
to all 'Others in wifdom^ virtue, and profpeHt;^." 
Oliver's difcourfe was particularly approvefl by Bei- 
tHce. She was pleafed with the ftyle of frankheft and 
liberty which pervaded it ; flie had too much ^great- 
uefs oif mind jabt to defpife Battery 5' and the lan- 
guage of truth in the mOuth of OHver founded ftlll 
more welcome in her ear, as it afforded her a new t€f- 
timony of his efte'em* At laft (he herfelf fpoke, to 
.declare, that after having attentively liftened tor the 
different counfels v^hich me had been receiving, fhe 
perCfted in her intention of bifcrlrig her enemies 
peace, and impofmg but one fdle tondifion, tfhat 6f 
defraying the cspenfes of the wiir. The dudkds 
cloCedhier^ee(2i with a -declaration of her moftl^ffec- 
tipnat^ thanks to all the knights. <* Defiriiifg to etc*- 
jufc,? added flie, ** the memory of mj gratitude, I 
have iaufed a jnarUe column to be* made, updn 
ivi^hich are engraved t^e names of all my defett^<5rs. 
TbiscDlumn will he ereCled to-morrow at the ^ntranee 
of the foredGk^ and the following infer Ifjt ion wiflbe 
riead uppa jt : TJje laws gjT tlU vbutitry guorafttee its iii'* 
hai>iiaixts fram eujiry iind of oppr^oh. But fmrc^forwaf'd 
^sj^rj/ femaJs firati^er^ imo'jhall repair to thh rctumh^ 
crMvmg pr/DteBiDn and Jticcfmry fiall Jind both at ihe court 
ijf Beatrice^ *wben€ver Jbe caffj>r€ve herfelf to he the dh^ 
jtB ^ wgM^,perj££utioni Two guards keeping centi- 
x^LeljcloTehythe column (hall b« authorifed to interro- 
gatfi thefe unfortunate fugitives. 1 have thoujght I 
could xu)(t bej^ter do honour to the heroes aiTembled in 
the duchy of Cleves for the purpofe of defending an 
opprcffed ffla'angCTj than by imitating their generpiity 
9s far as it lay in my powers and r am ox ojunioTi, 

that 



*lMEt a cdluiym decorated "witli their tRu*ftrious names is 
/•nfreFl adapted to become the refuge of jnnocence and 
:-lmsfbrtune *.*' Here Beatrice was obliged to ftop, to 
;Tecci.ye, iniiurn, the t hanks- of all the Icnights : after- 
wards/ again addreffingthe aflcmblyj^ljut with l^ludi- 
Ti»g etribafrraffm^nt, •* AH my defenders," faid flie, 
*^ arc alike arfluftrioiis and gea^ea^ous, and entitled tp 
irgnaljgnftitode 5 lam ienfiblo, that -amongii fuch re- 
nowned varrknps, their -eKploits wOald have been 
fimHar, =had chanc^ t^l?rown th^e finjnfc advantage in 
t%err way. ■ I »m fefffiblc too^ that when a conqueror 
• ts proclaimed out ©ffuch a Hft of licrocs, it is the 
iiToft fopt'iim'ate jw^ho is cix?wiie4, .and :n«it the mafl^ va- 
, Jianrt. But fince tlie laws of chivalry have confe- 
Crated thk o^ftom ; iince they, whom fortune has 
ift oft favoured in *batfle, xeocive from tbfe hands x)f 
their ntJblexivak the palm of vi£tory ; no jope can be 
> furprifcd at my offering to^^5« Kaights of the Swan 
•a partic^kr homage of 'gratitude. — The gdnerows 
{fsmibard ba$ Vanqutih^t]^' couiyt «f Thurisgia, the 
moft formidabie, Gcrtpl' festcepted, of all nay rcoe- 
; mics ; and by tiie overtht6w of rhe-jdoke of Friudi, 
: he has contributed to the fiiccef^ of the lafl: battk.^-- 
W'h^it'efeligations Jka^e I not to hishrdther in arms /-— 
He has foved my life by expofin^ his owti.— He it is 
-who formed the late rtan <rf attadk, and to w&om I 
nm indeibted for vi^ry. Fortrhermore, it is he w)po, 
by malsmg the ooum of ®9Kvaria fprkfoner^ hafi lierrai'j- 
nated the war.*— AM the kiiigktfi who nxxw liear aae, 
' iiavc already «ward«d him the prize of iliat nsBmcr-* 
^a^'day* To them it belo«igs IHcewiTe to di^pi^e 
glory ; their fuffrage is ^e true x^cottnpenfe a£ a 
Warrior ; I <io not pretend to confer any} I ain otily 
defirous of fulfflUng a duty, bf tnanifefting the fiai* 

** On paffisg though t^iartA of -Clews, I Jlo^ed li»r :thj« hme<* 
ficent column ; but it was no longer to be found ! All I cmild kani 
concerning it was, that it had Jbcui iraofported iato the cpuntry of 
fk»lftdO| Qr iato P^fiioork. 
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fibility with which I ought to be affeftcd. I therefo«re 
declare, that, in imitation of the neighbouring 
princes, I am going to inflitute in my dominions a.par-» 
ticular order of chivalry, of which I Ihall be myfelf 
the head. My fubje^s alone cjkn be received into it 5 

. and I fhall grant it^ without any regard to birth, to 
fuch as ihall diftinguifh themfeives, by virtue, cou** 
rage, and generofity. This new inftitution ihall be 
called the order of tie Knights of the Swan *. The 
inHgni^ of the order will for ever recall its origin j thCj^ 
ribband ihall be white, and the meda) ihall repreient 
the emblem and device of Ifambard and Oliver." At 
thefe words, the Knights of the Swan^ much affeded^. 
<nade ^ a low bow. At the fame inilant, AxiaQa^ 
Theobald, Ogcr the Dane, Zemni, and all the 
French, applauded the meafure withenthuiiafm yhut 
the other knights kept a gloomy illence, a|>4 the ex«r 
prefEion of difcontent and indignation was viiiblc ovk^ 
their cpuntenance.' Several murmurs indeed wejce^ " 
heard: this ill will^ declared in fo open a maBxi^» 
appeared to the duchefs an aft of extremp iryuftice ^ 
and the refentment ihe felt dij^ated the eynbarralE? 
ment ihe bad hitherto experienced. She arofe with a 
cahn and dignified air ; *^ J have fulfilled my duty,** * 
faid ihe, ** I retire from this augufl aflembly with 
great fatlsfaftion ; to-$iorrow I ihall ini^itute the or^* 

. der of the Knights ^f the Swan, and I invite ..all thpfe 
yfio wiih to attend the ceremony, to m^et in this ball, 
at ten o'clock in the morning." On p^-pnouncing 

-^ theft words j the duchefs, faluted the aflembly, and.' 
\ft$bdrew. Accompaz^iedby Axiapa 9nd A^mepthe?- 
perfons, fhe immediately repaired to the count pf 
Bavaria, whom ihe found alone. She informed » him. 
of h6r intentions, relative to peacef and recommended, 
him to fign the treaty. The count liilened to Beatrice 
with great emotion 5 and when iheh^d left off fpeak- 
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fiig, " Your gcn^rofitf, madam," faid he, *« touches 
ine to the foul, yet <loes not aftonifh me; although 
I otight indeed to cxpe€t to give up, hj vrzj of ratt- 
Ibtn, that portion of my dominions which forms the 
limits of yours. Thofe countries lying fo hear the 
duchy of Cleves have been long in my eflimation the 
tnbft valuable of all my poffeSions 1—1 muft now 
exile mjrfelf from them for ever ! They belong to 
you, madanir, (ince'you may command me to refigii 
ihem % \fxi% you eiren difdain to make the acquiiitlon* 
And; at leaftl fhali have the pleafure of difpoiing of 
them in a manner that will prove agreeable to you, by 
conferring them on Barmecide % and I ihall confider 
myfclf as making a proper return to the frlendfkip of 
that great man, by eftabrrfhing hiro near you." At 
thefe Words the prineefs Mras greatly touched ; flie re- 
pliiid in t^rtns exprefSve of what fhe felti and Gc- 
roM,'' taking the paper fhc prefentcd to him, iigned 
thJE? treaty of peace. Then Beatrice, declaring to the 
count that he was free, requefted Kis friendihip, pro- 
miicd him hers, and terminated this converfation, by 
giTirig him her hand wkh that grace and air of frank- 
riefs whith gave fuch luftre to all her actions. Ce- 
roid received that hand with equal emotion and re- 
fpeft ; he preffed it between his own, andkiiSng it, 
was only able to pronounce thefe words, Ak Madam / 
-^ At this moment Barmecide entered the room, and 
Ibon after the duchef? retired; The count finding 
hlmftlf alone with his friend, informed him of every 
thing ^iiat had juft been pai^t^.^ Barmecide admired 
tht moderation of Beatrice, and the generofity of 
(Ceroid ; at the fame time htf pofitively refuied the 
dominions the prince wiilied him to accept $ but the' 
cbunt, earneftly preffing' him, declared, that if he 
perfifted in his refusal, he was refolved to break all 
the- tender ties of frieodihip which united them to- 
gether. *« At length,** continued he, " I have no 
other escpedient in my prefcrit condition to retrieve^,.. 

my. 
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. ^BOf chara^l^r in the eyes of ker whofe good opifuan 
will be even dearer to me than the mbft bralliant re^ 
nown*— ^in the eftimation o£ her, from ivhom I am 
•doomed to fly, hecaufe I can never fee her agahi 
wkh indifferencei-^BarAecide, take pity on a wretch- 

^ed man! — Allow me the inexpreffible happinefe of 
<lo4ng an aft which will appear generous to Beatrice, 
{tfid in nf ordttig her the ibciety of perSooB who ar^ 
•dear to her, fecures at the fame time a happy efta- 
bliflimen^ to my irt&n^y his wife, and her foa.^Coi^- 
Ad^Tf tliat I am making no facrifice to you; ambition 
has .never been my ruling paiBoHa and now it is eo- 

/-ih-ely ^xtingiaiihed in this harajled and d^itzQed^ 
heart;.— If Maxtia be iprppitio«ts to m^, vq^^ i ms^ 
j£t recover my. happiiie(>.| hut ^ven m that cafo^J 
ihall not.vcintttre to re^de ^xpon a fpo| fp niear this 
.dangerous abQde. The . coiuptj ojE B^b^^-ia (h%JA, ^ 
aur afyhMTEi ; I will live far JWo^ ^^atrio^, m^if^ 
v^verj objeft that can r^cajlher to my remet^bran^ei^r' 

.If Mgria ili^ld prpyi^ inflexible, I i;Mive nothift^ far-* 

th^r to hop^ dr ^^r--^j 4^U ha^e refokition enough 

.t^ pusuib aiy£elf £&r ^er ini^fortiio^ and xsyvow^i 

crkne. > Beieg the &nliap{9 pbje£i: ^ a, t^iUe and 

. fublime ijariftiDC, a guiUjr ipver, ja ftiH m^^ gwktf 

^ie>Bd9 nn^fa^e ^o jziak^e iTi^sM^aiion fm tj^eie fat^ cih 

C^cfr^ I Ih^U at leaft have the c^iirs^ tfi expiate 

4^m. — Yes, Ic^l heaven to wknef&i vlbat, if Matiia 

.«nak£ tbe,irre90<^abli? vcfw^ I wiU find ^i^ut tlie viv^* 

^u^ Meinradi ^and .fenry vmu^elf with him iniis.^- 

wfert." . At thefe wQrd% the ^^s of Bai?m<cide.f«0i 

^v^r with te$ir$, and G6roU^redoiibli|^,hi« ^btresUfif s 

with i^JwS^rce, Bar)»stc*idcv^t la^ acc^ted Jiis-^ir^- 

r^^B.oSef:. Tbe^mKnt.thein wr<9te-to i^lie d^ 

.^ilift}rm Iker thai the a^ir was -fijaaUy ^ri^[)yciate4« .He 

cominiffioned. Barmecide to delivier the no^ and 

mthoiit wailrieii ^m ianfw^r, J]« i^^mfii^a^ l^^ 

CHAPTER 
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THE {CONCLUSION. 
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Jdoie d'iin caeur jufte, et pa0ion du fage, 
Aaiiti^ ! ^e too nom couxionne cet otfvrage. 

,•'*■■- 

^ke dudtefftiisd aimouMed> lOd^ei^itedfuchiialoKr^ 
juaootgibiit icm^ts, tlueit op tjie '&4)ae ^Smf Ust £Q»«ur 
Aii9 :tif idokse lAinHm, ^tbe duh^ 4if BeoeventO) Aftol*- 
.phai the fridadils, <iid foine.otl)(el9«^ took leave. '4^ 
fcat r a ae, joid ia&nit^defiartdd. v Th^ kifBg of Paa^ 
'flKmtft) ^liSsmbisB^ Ms cbrk ]?drei3Bt£ile^t» d«d not'fe^ 
lotr^heiriExasnple ; lie remwcdi dithoilgh ,be was 
convinioed, diat the heart of t^ duclieft was 1^ 
ioogth difp9fe4 of ; bnt be liadi>fily d^ei^ered si ^p^t 
'0f the iecreft, "for he^imsigfiied ftiar ^o be in love with 
ifiuQrd>ard. Thk anBftake ^n^ tk:^ refalt &f sian?^, eb- 
feri^fattons ^tndbkh "wore ^iaatmrally^- ^oukt^ .10 deceive 
-m' man -cf dhiis tlifpafitkm. He ib^d -beeii awaire, that 
i&aibaxxl tmight hft^^rotendfid to f he glor^ of ^lonfo- 
Juig the beauti&tl ai»d iHuArioiitt Axi^na for the loSi^ 
-^ hiftr hufliand. Tet i&fefaard^ &r fi^om endeavour- 
ikig tofecure fi> farHHanta coaf(ueft, had openly de* 
^ekmd hk^ fxaffion fcr the^ ducheis. l^eud^a couid 
^JUA •cencehre.khntt^^haive^madefach a AicrlHce^m^ 
^he t^zw^ of bcktg beloved by Beatrice^ and in- 
'^eedy/ (Iran that .period efpecially) he obfcsn^ed him to 
^tftCra^b dier attentions 4noi>e remarkably than ever. 
At the .fame time he perceived dbe fame intimacy rb^- 
ttwcen ifambard -and his brother, in arms. Thence be 
^conchufed, that it was impoiffible they &ould ibe ri- 
vals j 
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vals; beCdes, no. one was ignorant tbaf Oliver's inc* 
lancholy arofe -from an unhappy paffion, oy^r Whifli.r 
neither reafon nor lime could triumphi In fine, Olipr 
ver, always keeping by himfelf^ and only inanifdll.pj|;, 
for Beatrice that admiration which no one could r^r, 
fufe h^ri paid her none of thofe attentions which <K 
ther declare or betray a paflTon. In converfing with'^ 
her he had neither the ailiduity, the eanieftnefs) iior; 
the lazjiguage, of a lover. From theie refleAipps^ 
Theudoni being entirely perfuaded of the mutual, 
paflion of Beatrice and Ifambard^ feh all the hat:r^d[ 
and jealoufy which hjsibulv^s capable of containingr 
The amiable Axiana was under the like miftake wltl^ 
Theudon I £he atfo believed that Ifambard, being be% 
loved by the dvKrheisi would fliortly obtain her hand i 
but having been able to change the early paiEHoniihi^. 
had felt for the Knight of the Swan, into finendih^^ 
ihe earneftly wifhed for his happinefs ^ and, deiirpusk^ 
of being a witnefs of it, had promifed Beatrice nottp; 
leave her till after the rejoicings and. feafta on ac$Qun( 
of the peace/ which were to laft feveral days, Tiiji. 
youthful Roger, who was paflipnately in love with^ 
Axiana, obferved with incxpreffiUejoy events whicl^ 
ftemed to preftigc the unipn of Beatrice and Ifam- 
bard. Being no lopger in dread of fo formidaljle % 
rival, he cherifhed thofe hopes^ which^ in faft, were 
eventually realifed. Barmecide had declared his in* 
tent ion of condufting the countefs back to her dorai* 
nions. This proof of attachment and refpeft hecpn- 
'fidered as her due, .who? had generoufly received his 
fugitive fpoufe ; Roger foUcited with great ardour ,tlvK 
permiffion of adding likewife to the princefs's efcort, 
and heilattered himfelf he fhould obtain it. The 
otherknights, except the knights of the Swahj^ were 
aboirt.*o return to the court of Charlemagne. Laa* 
celat, quite overcome with grief Ence the iridment 
in which Maria had made herfclf known, bemoaned 
the fate of that interelling viftim of feduftion and 

Ipve* 
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loie^, and Was not in a fituatioh to refleft upon what 
was piffihg arbund him. Angilbert was more calm 
^d'jnoTC happy, and, notwithftaAding his thoughts ' 
W^rc turned towards France, obfcrved with interefting 
curiofity the various icenes to which he was witnefsj 
zui was defirous of feeing their denouement before 
his departure. Oger the l}ane, reftored to reafon and 
phJIofophy, eagerly wifhed to return to his cottage and 
tb find his Chloe, and he intended taking Ws leave In 
a ftw days. Ifambard, full of trouble, love, andin- 
certftudei ber'eft' of hope and undietermined hi his dc-^ 
figns^ wilted in filerice the rdTult'of fto many events* 
He dreaded to afk Oliver any queflrions ; he could ea- 
llify difcover his ftntiments, biit could not fee into his 
projefts* As for the unhappy Oliver, he found him- 
feff in that terrible fituation, m whtch all the move- 
rtierits 6f thc^'heart are reprefleH and combated by 
dtity and reSfQii.' The events of /ftie day, together . 
With all that had taken place in the council, had fo 
powerful m effeft upon hini^ that, finding himfelf 
not in a lituatiqri to take atiy part in a general con* 
Verfation, and fearful of betraying liis feelings, he 
avoided fitting down to fupper on the pretext of a 
violent headach. Retiring to his chamber, he gave 
himfeif up to the mofl: diftrefling train of refle£ti6n* 
The conduft of the duchefs towards her enemies, and 
her di^fenders, th,e character of generofityand great- 
hefs of -mind which fhe fo eminently fupported, ahd 
the late proofs he had received of her tendernefs, had 
Worked up his paffion for her to its higheft pitch. 
Yet he Was enchanted withqut being feduc^d.5 ho- 
nour/ and friendfhip flill held the fame empire over 
him ; faithful to his vows, he was now mOre than 
ever fenfible of the neeeffity of removing hence, but 
though he pcrlifted in' this defign, yet his refolution 
was accompanied with dcfpair. He coniidered Bea* 
trice fatisfied and happy, indulging the foft illufion,, 
that the objeil of fb much love would never have th6 

courage 
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courage to break the ties of (entiroent and gratltodte^ 
and abandon her. He anticipated her aftontftittient^ 
her afflidlioa, and defpair. He fhuddered, yet with- 
out Shrinking from his rejolutiouj <« Ju(t heaVei^/* 
cried he, " into what a gulph has^.my weaknefs and 
imprudence plunged me ! I muft ^e then^ ungrateful 
and barbarous, in order not to he "bafe and perjured i 
*— Dreadful fituation^ in which I can neither delude 
nor conquer myfelf $ in which paiEon and rea&ni^ 
pre^erTing an equal fway, leave lu£cieht firei^gth ta 
virtue to iotice ipe on, although ihe has no longer the 
power of recompenfinjj; me, or of holding <^ut z&n^ 
Ijie conTblatlqji I — ^O^atrice^ ift reward of yotu* Ap- 
vours and the ingenuous and afie^ng jproofs of your 
tendierneis* I am going then to Vid you an eteriial 
ddieu 1 — At leaii: the fentiments of this diltraSieii 
heart {ball be made known to you* Alas ! even in 
Quitting you, t darenot diecbre them In ^perfon*. Tffciw 
£ball I have the power to tear myfelf fi'om jmu, Sit 
Dnce |{^ve way to the happinefs of teUiM you %\frhat 1 
feel! hut you JhaU find the fbnd con^ffioiis of n^ 
heart expreifed in a lettjer which iUall be delivered to 
you aiter.n^y departure !— O how grateful wfll it prove 
to >me to declare In tl^at writing the whole extent of 
my paflion ! With what rapture will my trembling, 
iband trace every word, every letter ! — With what ra» 
j>idity wiif the pages of this ^piftle be filled ; and yet 
ithe time employed in* writing it, will pro^e the laft 
aaooment of bappine:i^ inxeferve for me !** 

While the unfortunate Knight of the iSwan gaVe' 
himfelf up to thefc painful refledlionsj Beatrice, whole 
Jthoughfs, projefits, and proceedings, had ever Olivcj: 
for their obje£t, informed Zeponl, that Theobald con- 
sented to his union with his daughter ; ** to»morrow,* 
guided {he, " after the ceremony of the inftitution of 
the order of the Swan, you may receive the hand of 
Sylvia ; and although I have declared, that none but 
4n/ own fubjeflis are admiffible into Uiis new ordec, 

founded 
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founded by gratitude to your bcnefaftor. and mihe^ 1 
fliall, nevprtfielefs, make an exception in your fir- 
vour5 I can feci the delight you muft experience on 
acquiring the right of bearing the colours and device 
of Oliver ! — Befides, the hufband of Sylvia can never 
be confidered a ftrapger in the duchy of Cleves, and 
it is rny duty to treat the fon of Theobald^s if he had 
been bprn in my own dominions; Gq^ Ziemni, and 
confult Oliver^ I can wifh yoii happinefs — 'tis he 
'aTohe who can decide your fate ; go and fpeak to him ; 
you will f eturri this evening, and bring me his an^ 
iVer/* At thefe words, Zemni, overcome with Joy 
and gnititude, ran to 01iver*s apartment ; he related 
all that Beatrice had been faying to him 5 and Oliver 
was deeply touched at the recital. He felt-how greatly 
the duchefs was delighted to lavlih her favour^, upon 
this ypung marr,' whoft life he had favedi and who 
was K) dearly and intimately connefted with him. But 
,y proof? like thefb of the ingenuous and delicate tender^ 
? nefs of Beatrice, could only ftrve to aggravate his 
' defyair. Dlilftmbling, however, the various fenfi- 
'tlQPS with which he vras agitated, ^e replied to Zisnv- 
.iji in a calm and fatisfied manner ; and was deiirotis of 
goirig/Fith Jiiin to thank the duchefs immediately. 
j^\it Zismni flopped him, «< One i;noment, feignior,*' 
'faid he, "I intreat you not to make 'me undertake an 
. chgageinent which muft attach me to the duchy of 
TCieve^, if ypu yourfelf be not decided to abide here. 
'My gratitude to you is the firft fentimeiit of my heart, 
]Bis wpll as my firft duty : my glory depends upon a<N- 
Jcompanylng you^ and love ana fortune can contribute 
nothing to my happineft if obliged to feparate from 
you." Oliver niadc no other reply than tendetly'ein- 
p^^acihg Zempi, ^nd inviting him to attend him to 
wait upon the duchefe. Zemnl obeyed with joy^con- 
fldering this invitation, as a tacit avowal of an inteh* 
tion, wbich Oliver would not yet openly declare. Of 
thi? he was tHe fiDore eafily periuaded, inafrhuch as 

he 
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he had long perceived the mutual paffion. of t be 
dacheis aod Oliver^ The two knights foiled £ea(Uic^ 
in the drawing-room. On feeing them enters (he 
arofe^ and, accompanied by Theobald, ledthefntn^ 
an adjacent clofet. The interview was fibort, Oliver 
fpoke'but little v but in a manner which fatislied hea-- 
trice. On leaving him, fhe reminded hini, that' the 
company met on the morrow at ten o'clock, ** That 
day," added ihe, ** will be i>ne of the -brighteft of 
my life. I (hall confecrate it wholly to gratitude-*— «- 
to the deareflr fentiment of my heart."— rOJiver, more 

, coafufed and diftra£ted than ever, retired in bafle* 
lie palled :aknoA the whole nJght in an agitatioa 
which prevented him from going to bed* Adeepde- 
jeAion of mind iucceeding however to thefe violent 
ftruggles, he fell by degrees into a kind of dozingy 
brought on by the exhauiled fiate of his ijpiritSy 
which, far from re(toring tbern^ only complet^di is 
it were, their annihilation ; a terrible kind of. ie- 
thargy, in which a perfon preferves the fenfation of 
his iiisi without the aid of reafon to moderate their 
excefs4 and in which traniient but alarming dreams 
afford nothing but fad and frightful images.— >Thc 
unfortunate Oliver, under this painful fufpenfion of 
his Acuities, continually faw Ifambard, Celanira, and 

^v£eatrice, pafs before him -^s plaintive fliades. /He 
fancied he liftened to deep groans, and the accents of 
a menacing voice. — He ftarted, and frequently a c6i&» 
vuliive interruption of his (lumbers diflipated thefe 
melancholy illuiions 4 but on recovering his faculties^ 
he was again the prey to one oppreilive thought ; a 
thought -which domineered over every other ideas 

. that of its icing his duty to facrtfice Beatrke t^ th^ «w- 

^merj of Celanlra I 

At nine o'clock Oliver was at laft relieved fn^nthis 
fiate of anxiety. He heard a knocking at his. door ; 
it was Barmecide, who had juft arrived at the cafile« 
U^ informed Oliver he had brought bts family s^Jth 

r him^ 
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htmi and tkat he shad ju fir come from the duchefs^s 
iDpartmetitf in which he had left AbafTa and Mirva* 
« We arc come," added he, " to partake of the 
"glory of th^ Knights of the Swan and the joy of Bea- 
-trke ) this <!harming princefs has revived us with the 
zno^ touching feniibiiity \ I never fafw her to amiablej 
fo handfome, and fo fplendidly clothed. She has juft 
iinlfhed dreffing, fiie has fhown us the white ribband 
^nd the medsd of the new order which ihe this day 
inftitutes." . « I fhall be firft dfecorated whh it," faid 
&e % " thefc precious ornaments fhall never be laid 
iyy, nor fliould { wear a diadem with fo much pride." 
As 'Barmecide finifhed his relation, Mirva fuddenly 
appeared^ flew to the embrace of OKver, and /olicited 
iiim in the name of the duchefsto repair to the draw- 
4ng->room. Oliver baldened to adjuft the diforder of 
his garments \ Ifambard and Zemni came In queft of 
iiift, and he accompanied them full of tender per* 
plexity^ They informed Mm, that the king of Pan- 
' nonia would not be prefent at the fefiival; without 
expreiihig any anger or difcontent, he had formed a 
• pretext for abfenc^ during the whole day, adding that 
:M ihxanXA not return till the next morning. The 
S^Kfiights of the Swan entered the ^drawing-room a 
:< moment before the duchefs^ all the windows were 
open, the courts, the galleries, and the apartments^ 
were crowded with the people and troops of the prin- 
-jcefs. At length fhe appeared. The. palace in^medi- 
-ately refounded withihouts of joy, acclamation^ and 
'* applauie. Beatrice, who was much affected, i^opped 
■' in the middle of the drawing-room. Every eye was 
. fixed tipon her, and contemplated her with admiration 
and furpriie. A new l^ind of expreflion was ob- 
fervable in her face and mien, as brilliant as thedaz- 
iiling fplendor of- her beauty. Sweetnefs of difpofi- 
' lion and fentiment was d^pi6led in her looks ; but at 
the fame time an air of triumph^ and delight threw a 
\gracc over her whole perfon/ and rend^ed it more 
r . thaa 
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than ordin^riyy ftriWrng. Sh« had been.ttfixiU^'drd&d 
in white, and with extreme fimplicitf, e^^rStuctthis 
arrival of theKnightsiof the Swao, and fhe wasinow 
arrayed for the ^r& time m fomptuaos clothiag*. Sim 
w^re a goki brocade embroidered with pearls and eow* 
raids. The white ribband and the medal of thA^oih 
der of the Swan, forrned % graceful contraft to-tkofe 
deep coloursi wlYiGh Beatrice had only choftn.to fitt^ 
pS to greater advantage the new oroa^ieffitf wbieli- 
love had rendered fo dear to* her. Shcadvcmeed toa 
window, placed lieHelf m a large balcony which Dver* 
looked the courts, and being there in d^ hearaig^. of 
the p€ople and fokiiers^ Qie read the treaty oF pc?C€^ 
and afterwards made a fpeech to annoance^tbe iwnBi^ 
tution of the order of the Knights of the Swan^ and 
the motirea which had induced hereto found ^. When 
the kft off /peakingi the people applauded witti 
" tranfport^' and at the fame inftant all the foidicn^u^ 
the fbng of Oliver. Tea^ of delight trickled ddwn 
the dtichefys cheek. She retired from tlie windewt; 
(he perceived Oliver in a corner of the reoni)'and aiU 
though he ufed every effort to compbfe.his eonntc- 
nance>(he ftili obftrved uponit.the impreffitffi'ofthe 
Tame fentiments ihe herfelf had felt. Beatrice giving 
notice ihe was going* to the ^hape^ called^ the Knights 
'of the Swan^ and leaning upon their arms, insinedi* 
ately left the room. She was accompanied fay the 
ether knights and all the ladies o^ the court. Olivtr 
and Ifambard, almoft equally diftrefied, wcdked on: in 
fiknce^ when, afterhavingpafledthrotighlwoapast^ 
ments, they ftarted £rom their reverie^ reitiairking 
that the duehefs was taking a way difierent from Aat 
which led to theohapel. liambard made an obArva* 
tion upon this, and Beatrice r»lied with arfmSei that 
fhe did nor miftake her way. Sfae^conthiued^ta wcdk 
on, fhe ftoppe<l a^ the extremity of the V^ftthnle be- 
fore the door of the gallery Which had bee»' burnt ^ 
donn. A multitude of woikm^n had-bem employed 

day 



chTf atxd nighryft<icfi!il: liif^ifrtriiffion in rep^iriirg It, but 
aS tteeicrcrofs >(^er^ ilt^'^js itfepf^ihtit; no one had ftcti 
thcjn|ide. Thcfcrtding daot opened on a fudden 5 foft 
atid'«>t^cfH€''nitlflc w^/rioWh^rd,'andthe duchtfs 
efitefcd'mtb the gilleiy;- The decbratronof this im- 
iitofr^'piTtfrlent, WhH^b'>?<^'at't6e-famt time fitnpl^' 
ahd m&gfti^b'iit,''was whitc'and'goVd.;* Btit-\7hat was ' 
tiie'dnotionbftJic'KiTig^i^'b^^ Svtm, aiiH partltn*. * 
litlj OHVerr.otl tfBferiiil^ «fefeU*ing ortHe^buildfeg 
cbveVedVfth'tjrapHfejVand tfecbrited wkh thdr'cy-* 
j^hers imd devices ? Th^ *dndiefs turned towards Olt- * 
vfer-:"^« ft Wrfs "nothing btit jlltllcc/' ftiid ihe, «-to 
ctofeic^ate this' g^Hery to yiu r here I faw yoirwalk 
oVer'the- brtFrnhg-^beitnis/'aftd - pafs through torrents 
oF fire W'hafteA\' to iiiy ^tfCcoufh Here fliaH the 
Kiiiglft$*c^'f th* Sw^n be hcticeforward received ;' here 
iii hoQoar of herohfrt'I (liall .gfte the emblem and 
,1!%' device Nvhich yoa'h'ave illtiftr{tted, and- which 
cworght for fever, to recall the' remembi'an<^e of every 
viftue.'* * 'Ah nradam/' faid Oliver v/ith a' low and 
. broken voice, " what hew dangers aiTail- me here-?' 
Hcfw'fhall I be 'able to prefttfe even a flight veftige 
of rcaibn? — ^He *ftcypped,-^aTid Beatrice, who -wai 
equally* ha^riiiry and affededy l^lied'only with a look 
of -inefpreffiblc bendernefs. At the end of the gal-"* 
lery , they cattle to the new chapel, whidi had been 
cre£ted;bti the fpot where Beatrice's apartment for- 
rtteriy-'ftooVi", ,the- company entered: The duchefti 
tcrbk ^her i(is*t nedr threr altar between Axiana arid 
Ab^flS, and' the ceremony began-.' The venerable 
THcobi^d-, ftatidtng forward th^'firftv'w'.\s decorated- ♦ 
with 4:he order"6ftht Swan*; Beatrice, who revered' 
bcrH^rtuoiRj tutor as a father, -tibfervied' no ceremonr 
oil his at^count'; -fhc woold not fui^r hnn according' 
to thfe ml.es of'Ctf^tette to kn^lbefore her^ ^d on 
pnfting' x>n. the' rrbband of'the order, the arofe nnd 
efabraced hiVn. ' But 'tis, for Zemhi and the others. 
Ihc folio\wed'the ccrmmbrt ufa-yes of chivulrv, and ton 
prcfentlhg the medal, flie always repeated the for- 
VoL. II. O mulary 
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ftyiag to each kni^ht^ JS^ mJuint^hfiefi4:f^fj^,^f^^f^y_ 
rouSf iihi. thtjje %vboJirft worjethtsefnbi^,, \ , .;(.,, .^. 

The nuptial*, or Zwpi.ancl Sylvi;^ t^r.niu)ii^d i^s 
^ intcrcftmg cerempnjr^ ?iH5**!g which Oliv^ fii^qeiCvcly^ 
cs^perj^aced all ij^c dt^if i^|jL%;ind yiolkpx^^j^v^ i\i , 
t^c :W^9Wt$ and hfarj-xen4ing;.j(enf^^ 
V.dxniratiqny conftrain^, grfitUud^»;dp4 loyc^fpp^O^cd 
by reafon, but cocaba^e^ >% d^ty^ jfojuUl in^ire. Qj^ \ 
leaving the cbipjKri:, the ^conjpaiiiy repaired io'^iffii^fk , 
payilioa, 19 w^icb th^djutche^ im^de4^.dinf ; ^thi^:. 
n(ugnificen t buildLiig ^ms ;. decip^r^t^ "Hridb^ n^w ^om^r ' 
mexitf . . . The . from and ,th? |ulafte|'A ' were . chargf 4 j 
withingftnious infcrip^Qnf Jto,,the gloiyfjf .A3f.iaaa,,, 
cele^atio^ the virtues, and ,<:allix^g to. mind ^e .gi^a^ , 
acU9ns49flthi^ iUuftrious h^roine,*^ I];i fine, wl^i^.oq: 
this diy> B^gtrice . ih^ujlgf d the 4c»^eft fe;9tlfne,m^ 
o£ her hearty ai^^hniiK)ri»U:fcd th^i.fer«ic<^ ibe^e^t, 
p^oits, and the i^ame of Oiivci', fh|S at the '/ap>^ ;tin3i^ 
had availed herfelf p£, tl^^ opportunity. of fiilfiliiiBg^f hf 
duties of ,;giratitQ,de.:9fi^ frijendHi^ - , . . >, ^ ^ 

Whien the repaii waf ended, Oliver, wJiiOj-nva^^Qi^ . 
much ^ffCjfSfced ;to t*ke au^. part in the c^nverfatj^nj^." 
left the pavilion^ an4^*^lkedintothefore{l..,.,Asfoon 
a{» hefo4^4 himfelf , done, his. t^arj^ t^egan to flo3^ wit|i , 
biitemefs j his mind biec^me-bewil^eied wh^n ^.cour 
ftdered the fa.crifice hejia4 fo» folein^ly voj|rc4 to ip[iak^,^ . 
^ I^ couJUi npt bear thqideaof deftroyii^g tlve pj^^^i^ng^ 
delUfiqn the duchefs lay ui^er»<rf fobbing; hep of tj^^ 
confidence which her affedUonsfudkindneff had.giyei^ 
her arighvt to en9pur^g!e, an^ f f^^hai^ghag, her joyj 
defpair* Thiefe te^e|P confiflef^t^iif depr^^ 
ail hjs reiblution*, I»;a word> pity, §r|endlh{By,l9i?^^ 
arid honouTf c^nfowde^'all hi& jdea^by^tup^ 
cd all ills projedh, and tortured, liisi wearied n4?*4%; 
exciting new confli<JU and new; j^worft, fWraf5>e4. 
up in thrfe roelanphply thoughts, jh^wan^efed. in a 
dillrafted manner about the^bijei^jjwlieAJie jpe^ 

Parmc* , 



Bat medde^ Atigilbett, attd 'Lancddr;" ^ Wo liunared 
psu^s xliA«m^, tad who ^ere adTdftcing to meet 'hiih. - 
Not being able to fliair th^m, he joined the cothpatiy^ - 
^iid Barmecide* tiiTlr€d him to walk whh tkm to the 
iKrfttfnn^ upoir whith Be^iice had catifed this naihes^- 
of ali her defenders to be engraved. At th«i ttitti bf ' 
-a Foad they met a fquffc betongmg tothe^kmg 6f Pan- 
noma^^ho^ on feeing Oliver, afked him whetlier liisl ' 
hriothcr itx ^rms* w»erc In the fureft' or the cafUe- • 
Oltiwpr> bekig'furprifedat* this' queflioft, wifli^d, in ' 
turn,* to* know if the (cflitt wefe charged wfth -any 
nieflage from his m^fter tolfamfeard. "Yes, feig- 
nior,** Replied h6/ " I have a ttote to deHver tohinii". 
<^ Give k me/' retitftied CJHiver j " T caii eaffly gtrefs 
its contents. . Iftmbard fh^U- i*ecelve it in ah inftant, 
and I pledge myfeif in his naMe, th^ he' will accept 
what is proptiftd tb him : teW your mafter'I am going ' 
to iobk for liAtnb^rd '; mfake therefor^ no more in- 
<^t^h7 after him 5 in affairs of this kind all ^clat ihould 
be* avoided. Go, and reeotnhiend \o yoiir mafter fi* ' 
lencc 'and:dircretion-^ When the fc^uire wai ^n^i'^ 
Oliver opened i?he note, and r^ad,' as he expfefted, a • 
challenge/ 'for Ifambard. Thewdoni- in calling^ him * 
otft, nanied the place, and appointed the timt on that * 
Very day at iin hour before fun-fet. Oliver rcqnefted 
the three 4:>ther knights not to mention this affair to ^ 
arty one. He informed theitt he- mcaiit to conceal it ^ 
fromlfanfVbai'd, and to fight ifi his ftead ; and this ^ 
would he the tnorepraCtf cable, as beitif of the fame ' 
height,: and having rhc^ fame arms, Thdtidon woUM 
be unable th recbgnife him ^hcri hh' vifor iiras down. 
—The knights ppomifed' fecrecy on condition that ' 
they were u\l three prefen^ at^he comfort. They're-^'' 
turned to tht pal^e, add' Oliver went into the drawir ^ 
Ing room". Hrs' depoftmem was calm and ferene. 
He Infibtmed hiS' friends, that^ asBarmecide was going ' 
in^the-aftcmbdrt to take his laft^- leave bf Gcrbld, 
who was fetting ofl? foA Bavaria j he fliould accompany 

Oa him 
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him part' of the way. He proorifcd' t». be back by 
fbpper time, and Ue noV ibt out wkh BaroEitdde. 
Ifacnbard followed them totlic grand, flight of>-i\ef»^ 
and exprqfled a dedre to accompany .hiin. . Oliver «»♦ 
iUy perfuaded him be had better flaj with the du^he&> 
but on leaving hini) he embraced him j.a dr€tim*; 
fiance 'whiQh was unufual when he left him but ffiOr -a . 
i^ort time. only. — Oliver and Barmecide ^S^^aked foi^ 
tiaae on the ramparts for Angilbcrt and tanccilot, 
who at length i'ejoined thtm. - Thefc three frioiidft ~ 
ugain repeated their fentiments, which they had a!*« 
ready ventured to declare refpe^liiig the combat la 
which'OJiver if^as gomg to engage. " Coiifider," find 
Barmecide, 'fjthatifambard will, certainty be difi^^is- 
jiexl with -this, gieneroUa:artiii|ce>'* ** No," returned 
Oliveri "I employ a ftjratpgem it Is true, but uie tid 
fraud* ^tt ngt lianvbard's" eniemies ■ mine ? When 1 

. djkover the«i before hira, tave I riot the right of ieoi1^« 
bating .the firft ?. . Befide?, believe, mc^ my fri<*nds, 
t bat in the prefent caiV I aft. merely e<{uitably ; afid 
do i^ot difturb, .with ufelef* refleftiohs, the fbft trsuar- • 
quillity, whi^h I now fe^el reviving in my foul-— lii 
that 4'oul which has beetf fo'long the- prey of violent 

•'ajj^itation !~7l k^iow not what happy prefenfioa fcems • 
to re-eftablifli its long IqH ferenify ; give me leave 
to e«joy t^is pleaiang: and newftate- of mind* • The 
three knights, furprifed ^^t thij difcQurfe>. looked at 
c%ch. other with aftoniQim'ettt„. arfd ni^d^ tio more . 
reply^ yiycy bad never he^tfd^he Knight of the Swan 
ip;eak with fo much frantp^fS'On his Ikuation ; ahd^ . 
ia trutji, Olifl^er* TRfithout 4ciftpV?i«g . why, no Ibnger * 
felt thCj Acceffity, no iouger fcipisriciiced the defire, 
oCdJflfcmbiing whathefdt attthebottom^of his heart ; 
Ajt^he entrance qf the fof eft, , they met th«ir. fquirefs, 
who, clad thenpi ir^ their armour;; they *had only a * 
quarter of., a'.le^gue ^tp ^o- before, they teached the 
appoiiited fi^otj.^and they* i;rrived there in Ji f cw mi- 
xjuu&v jTll^eu4on. ac,com|>anied by, four fquires was 
\ ' " wait- 
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ivaiting for them. Barmecide advancing up to hlrn, 
informed him, he came with Angilbert and ''Lancelot 
only to be ipejihitors of the combat 5 and fliOTiring him 
OHver, he aidded, there is the Knight of the S*ivan ready 
to receive the token of battle. The king made no 
ref»ly, but threw down his glove, which Oliver took 
wpn Then the two foes, after having fall! ted the ft- 
conds, fell upon each other. They fought a confi^ 
derable time on: horfe-back • withotit j*eceiving any 
wounds^; but Oliver's lance was Ihivered in pieces, 
and the kmg's horfe fell in confequence of a violent 
iiiock vriHch had juA taken, piace*^ In this fliock 
Theudon's lance fell from his hand.; he cleared' hi m^- 
fclf from ' his fteed and drew his fword. Oliver 
fpringing lightly from his horfe likewife drew his'. 
-At this iailant he afiailed Theudon with great iitv 
^tupiity* The latter, fur|)rifed aiid daggered, drew 
bade a few paces. Oliver prefied him dofely, dealt 
Ikis blows upon him^ gave him a mortal wound, anil 
overthrew him ?xpirin;Q[.in«the duft. As ibon* as the 
jjCDCrous Oli^r faw him fall, his firft movement wlis 
to give < him. fuccour ^ he approached .him, -Theudon 
.held out his:hand« Oliver, touched with GOmpaiHon, 
threw afidehis fword, and ftpoping down, was goin"g 
>to lift up his vanquiihed foe ; but the periQidiotis 
/rheudon> having a dagger concealed in his belt; f*ld^ 
•dc^Jy- drew it, and plunged it into the bo'fom' dF 
•Oliver^ who cried out as he fell, ** thank heaveh f 
have prefervcd.my friend from aflaMnation.." — Bat*- 
mecide and the other knights gave a terrible cry, ani 
ruihed towards the Knight oF the Swan and his mur- 
derer. The latter had already breathed his laft': 
and the unhappy Oliver all bathed in blooll feetned 
to have but a £cw moments to livci His wound was 
hound, up with handkerchiefs.: A litter was made 'of 
the branches of trees, upon which he was laid. His 
diftra£lcd friends bore him in this manner to: the 
^aftle. The fquirea belonging to- the execrable Theii- 
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dcnf had epde^iyourcci to make, their tfoLpc tire mtr^ 
meat the sm^fliiiatioii took ^ce^botfikefifMiiicstix 
the Kaight» fecirred theur pQi-fojas^iir ^rtTci; Mtrfr/sedmsm 
ftill fertber teftimony of .'f)livejr-s viaory^ iM^d ithe 
crime ,qf Theudoo. .Oliver^ he^trver, appearing 'U> 
recover a liittle, recommessiffeL^ £h friends Jt04 go itKc 
back wny to the palaee^ m order cot toipaf&beftnee 
thewiodow^ of tiie d%icbe&*s.mpartineot« 

The^/moved; ikiwiy for^ardsy andjxigbtiliadftrriWif 
before tjbey reached tht^ caftle* On approacbtDgi tto 
court in ^rhjch the pavilion of; Oiiv.t:r.ftood»' they 
heard mn&c ^^d. font's of jay, among- w1mc1> tke^fiem« 
q{ Oliver .was ,a ^thoufami. ttQaues .rcpcated-!?*^Tbe 
kiiights ihiiddered} and their anguHh .\ina increafed* ag 
they entered the court--r--A briUiaiife ilhiminati^uiH£- 
.playe^d the ipleadour of the ibrighteft. day^light \ Ae 
vralls yretc decorated ,witb .ga^fcrnda of ^ fldwerji ^m^t 
jaurel ,«Tedtb&>were..ioterwoten wicitt];i««cyp^e3K3''^ 
>the ^igh^Siof iht SwaAi^.wbipb wm tmoicl^ad thr 
:froDts of the buildingi in cHarafkers of £r€i An^ imt^ 
xacnfe omltitQde of troops jkQ:d'pefficrttl4idtii&c&Mr|^ 
and the: F|:^cnoh]Aod German foldderat^ cotifoiinflo4<Ui> 
the tbffoxip ivith the. pear;;ixits of tb^ nei|^U^url>wNl^ 
ioiised tbeiriNrarlike fongs with the? rural usaiss of tbe 
Vtilageri >and Idsoiccd. to the imitod ibund of the mar^ 
4iai. cymbal ^and . ruAic bagpipe^ . The - knights^ Vob--^ 
iiged to travtrfethiixourt, were aware of.tbe^4:$:^ 
Jl>le imprcflion. the unexpefted vg^tdf the dyt^gtt^ 
.'V'er.mufl make^ upoir this mritltude*. And^ Jod«fd>> 
ftarcely badtbe crowd cail mcir eyes on th^ bloodf 
litter^ and the; uflbappy Knight of the Sw^in, tM^^t^ 
mt>A moving .oipreffions of forroaarsfiiicceeded r^s^Mdly 
|o tbe iKufy demoniJMtatioti£iof .joy* On ^eve^y i[i<&; 
.were r heard thfi deepeft groam, .rite -laadft l^^ntptiti! 
.and pjerckig criesy aud the siRb^ie palace re^e^ioedtathr 
.dolefiil fouml. .Barmccido baftened to fcnd,.AIig*^ 
.bert and Lancelot in qneftjof furgeon&t and to JiEiform> 
•iiamb^d Jifid^^ihe duchef^^Qf :this tragi<£al;ev^nvS^ 
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iV wds Jmf;«teblet6 pfejiare ttkcmTor its rcceptiori/oir. 
•to'Vii^tiiic^ It to tl^fm JbyMtgfces: Itt the nie^ii 
V^i*^^* ;Oiivfcif Was' cam(^d- toJ fiS ''aparfmetit> Barmccidie 
i^W hW'-dtt his ccmihf'krid fat dpyrn bjr 

/tiis- b^di^^, ' Oliver '/pttrcieiving the e^preffijpir of 
Vdtiftyi^tiotr akd'-grW t^c^ hi3 cbu'nteria«^^ « My 
ddaV Bartt^t^cide,*" faiid i>e, ** ybu will foon kuow the 
Ihmbft fecfet of my. lieart ^^h^ will you no longei^ 
iani^t irly approacbing end*^^ . Barmecido^was going 
to' tcp^'T ' ^t the cf QQr opened, and Ifamb^rd, pale 
il^hpciiiM^^^ 1^ throwhig himfelf into 

t'Ke V»^s c^f Ofive'r, ic/ied out "with faltering acbents', 
■tc Ahy yiiit Eaftthtm- dbnr.?~Ah^ c^ci friend', and 
\hls V8^i^ ^fcfl? itie 1''*-^ f^ nxj more.^, his fo&s 

^Koafectf tfr^rbtt^ .& tli|s moipent the ducheii 

red^yaficofijpaufed Zemhi and ibc furgcons. 
" peBiVe' c6i!riii{ci5an<?e,"jfecHn^g1y :ann(mnced tht 
j;feftfaWori«;<tf kei;^^ il^e did 

r^'fh««t*ii5 iHe to cbjb^ofc 5hcr looki, fb^e wai 
"ibiftr<ft'df iU "tfie reftrhjiSbn of whkh. flic^ood in 
5ft*«d;r^iiig^iftii!Jf^1 Cfi i«ere.afini|[ OKvcr's danger bjr 
Ifcfttttiiig^im orth?oiWSfe .him &ito any Violent emo-i^ 
Kiirf ftte^fci^^^^^^^ in a ftriotrs, ;tbnc of 

^oiee^ tO' ivitndratr a tiomejit from hi$ friepd't bed, 
ilia c^ng lier. fuigcoiM, «< their ikill/* faid fhe,. « re- 
eved tlie c6knt of Bavaria, wheiT his condition wai 
ipbfcd to bfl? mortatV I iSatter tnyfelf that the 
Wofafldif of the geticrous Olfvcr. art not fo dangcroo^, 
'imi' tSr h , will be Teipirdiffitult to reftore him to 
liiiiHh.** • Aftei^ having 'uttcired thcfe' wards with a 
dhfiO^et^bte. de|;ree of ftrrancft, Beatrice left the 
^fbttv and retWhed'to her apaptments j/fhe did not 
ifeV^CKle hcirfelf there, bbc received the viiits of the tWjO 
^t1<iceflij, Tbeobal^ ^*^«:* ®g«^ ^^e, Dane, andthe 
SVefatK knight^; A" tfei^i admired and toved <5liver^ 
ij^d 'theit^ Company coidd not ]provc trbjohieibitre to 
Bc^ltnce, for iKc nw cca'fctf to wriinder any conftraint 
miheir prefente; SA^ felt a klndof- ccmfola^ic^i iii 
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jQo longer being midcr, ;iny\ii^cxffit}r «^.4'rfgujfiag 
Ijcr fcntiments in favour of Oliver^ Uie'^TTi^s eve » 
dcfirous, that every one ftuoi^lci kxiov^ jt^a^t Che lov^ 
him, that flie w^s bWoved pgain, and^,th^t he fed re- 
fufed her hand. Bathed in, .tears, arid ai&dled with 
the keeneft anguifh, , lac enjoyed at leart the new 
gratflScation of layuig open her wl\olc {bul,^bJFp^blI<:ly 
avowing a paiGon which^ (he had To. long difiembiecf* 
Ahhough her, grief was inexprefliWe, it w-^s lip\^cver 
fomewhat moderated by hope j the.unfdrtup^Xe Bea*- 
trice ft ill deluded herfelf remeftiM pliytriS^fon.^^^ 

and did not confider the |i?)^^"^?^^ V^\^^^^! P^^ \V 
The fiirgcan;j, after haifing dreffed bk ,\voj^ndj.iijsr 
formed Ifainhard.and his, pther^jTriendSjpk- 'tbaV 
iliould take pff the. taqrlage oix the' jje^i- morning;^ 
and that tlien they {hoitld. be abfe, ip, jidge^ of ^^% 
conditionl No one In the caftle retired. to rjdft/.tfam- 
bard, Barmecide^ Angilber:ti^ ^ajq^9lot> ,^^ca J^ 
paOcdthc night iiidUvei;V^partmjsnt,"^ 




countenance was marked all that vas expi^efied upop^' 
that of his dying friend. He Vieith'er refle^^d nor 
thought, but he fufiered and languifhed 'wlt)i .hirxiji. 
and likq him appeared to groyr worfe, to ^ecaj%..an(S 
to approach his laft moments. At tjie fiVft cfa^n .i^f 
day the four fquires of thejnfamous The;idpu, wer^ 
conduced by order of' the tluchefs to^th-e p^bfio^irt 
bunal, over which Theobald prefided.. ./Jt^'ejr.e, inpre-' 
fence of the foldiers and pcogle i^tein.bjed tQgelher^^ 
was read with a loud yoife tlie >y.rif5f}i aA4j ^3.teftej|^ 
decJaratioh of the. fpejfi:a(prs\,iof. |h/^^i^i^isabia.ts, \,Ti)is^ 
writing eftabliflxed the trmm'plV'QlfjpllVeiVil^isfeei^^^^ 
ty,and the ^iralunatiOacpmipjjLt^d.p^^ if >^?^f*^^tj j^pe 
fquires of -that monfta* .confijTme^^tp^ pf;,t^it:|^j. 

fad particulars/ whicH^proclucedJiKli inplIe^'upon.tK^ 
"" ' people. 
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pcople> that their ifidignitiori aiid reftntment extended • 
evert tg themfclvesy although they had not participated * 
m their mafter'sf crime, and had ^ven appeared to-abh or 
if* The wifdom of Theobald was able to calm this 
iirft movement of rage ; the fquires were diftoifled, 
and conduced to the frontiers 5 and the name of the 
daftardly king of Psmnohia was erafed' from the 60-' 
lumn, which the duchefs had ereftcd to the glory of 
Kcr defenders* 

At feven the next morning, Oliver received afecond ^ 

v4fit from, the furgeons, who came to take oS the firft 

idrcffings from his wounds. Oliver was defirous that 

Sill his friends, even Ifambard-and Zemni, fhould leave' 

the room 5. and ho made thcm.promife not to return 

before he (houtd fend for them. The furgeons exa* 

mined and dreiled his wounds without uttering a fingle • 

word.' When they had done^ Oliver, looking at them ^ 

with a kind and tranquil countenance, faid : •< I feel,^ 

that my cafe is mortal v bw^ I. am deeply interiefted in ^ 

knowing, with exa^tneftj Bbw inuch longer I h^ve yet' 

to live, arid-' you are i»jti1lic«:'b<wind to anfwet me that' 

qaeiiion ^ without *> any; ' k)fid< of evafion.'f At t'hefci ' 

?i^rds the furgeons feemM eonfufed, and rcplied'in a'ri^ 

eqmvocal manner ^ but ^iv^er urged them faclpfely', ' 

add with fuch'flrmncft, th«%they^at length* declared, 

that the duration' of his life cottkl not' exceed fhat of 

* the day. Oliver heard this fentence MrhhouV/uiPprifc *' 

or emotion ; he charged thefiirgeons ib gcyatfd in-' 

forni Barm^crde and Lanoiiot of this, and^O'^gHhem,-' 

. ia his name, to CQmmiunicate itto*th€ prtritcfs; teftn^'- 

bard and Zemni ; •* but, reeomnvehd to thciii,^^*add^d * 

he, <* to allow me a fc«<^ minutes of uninterruptedToHi- * 

tude, trhichi want to confecrate iy religion." *l^e* 

ihr'gebns promifed to execute his orders^ aiid M^cnt but ' 

of the room. Oliver fent fop a prieft. Aftei: having' 

with elevated piety ^fulfilled all th^ duties prefcribcd' 

by religion^ he cbnt<moed to coriverfc for si quarter bf" 

<m hoiir^ithttu^pnieft^whanoW retired '«to^'aii^'a^ -^ 

O3 jaccnt 
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jacent chamber. . Oliver called for th$i ckiktf wbk& 
contained tJb^ mpft pitccicms pjbjeifts be. jsiefliflcd, the - 
iock 6£.hw2ndg(fi4inch^'mfthf?f^ ^fisi&uig i^bt^ 
iogs o£ Celanira, and ^^ fcarf of Witikind» tv^h he 
now took put of the bp|6w f^Wr^tch^d is^ the maLti^ 
iaid be^ ** who parries pp)y Wopd^ * iarurels to^hfc 
grave l-^tlcnceforth, my glpry.^nd renpwa ifiB^'ber- 
long to tliofe piily who h^y^ k>yjed me t but thfe te*- 
maiBSi and fliall accompany me to the tomb i' ITes^ 
that fcarf (hall be laid ttp»on * mj br^e^^ft* > It was thie 
reward p| a genefpus a^ipn ixkf^r^ti ih}^f b|^ huma-^ 
DXijt andpn wliJch I ppw. r^^^- wki» mor« ddiglit^. 
than on all the i\>iendi4j:/jtttiipb$ tcfjuirQdfhy armRl?*" 
On iayingthis, Oliver placed ij>e for.tf.uppn iial^d^ 
Afterwards he cpll^^e^rb^ n>ip4> tfmaioifog tti •pr>c^ 
found iUence,and hw^g fufTimQi^etf: ail his (xefohi*-- 
tion,' 1^ lenrwpri^vtp: the^i^^l^sand Ifito 
hie would be glad ^p fee t|i^j^^ f* i "> it! ' 

^ Laotreloft and^ Barii^e^d^hfi^ ^^haf ged> tbeii^rngac»- ^ 
lanchc^y cpmifiiffipn j,'tijiR for^ ftillr flmi tip?; 

withithf^ unhappy: Jf^mb^^^ v^d: Zemnt* idiil^a^ar^: 
inecide ^-yras partidpating^i Ht:th^ duebcfe;s^cha«tileat>» 
t^ ^^Ls^^vtm^ i^^ Abaflky^a^ tfetfcpr 

huid. ^^^ ^?£^rs 'Beat;rH4^/ iiiL. th^iQ 'V(.rm&^ whoi '^m^. 
^^^ggli^S H^ drepdfut<Qp^^«i9i^^Ka$^904:^ 
i^inting m^^ j^t lengt^v 9iH^][^fd^^.^^^ 
of a .mjjciien^.: of- appari^i© tftlfftnei^ ^erifing fram.itfecej 
eihauj^^ ft^e ^ .heiilV^ll^ei; ^fipftcd; Bjcatri 
m^m^oedalfet.'O^^ i»Bti,fec tea:* . i ShJei 

£^a^ted j! aJ^f}rhe?^ti5aIft,->^bkfa^b^ bcea*; 

ic)iecked)^,r|)pwv Hrijapif:^: d^lxjMsr qheeks.vl ite ea^J 
di^ypwrfd^ to p\i^ \^i 6%9fc dfflim^ligaitt .upe»iJicr fe^ui 
« .^hi ma4aGaj^^';fj|i^.^r«i^W^^^ ^Si»e 

wc^e4ji^jXQu Jr Wbi^jfc, wiJli be tfee bitteniefe'. rf; his k 
liflr.mpnwj^t? jf he {hpilldifteypih.itt^tbis cogfutjtioii; difi 
Bcairia&;i^^ i^p r^pfjvblltiiriBiiigia^a^-iiw^iteaK^ 
got vi^:*!}^^ feeing .wprnJ^tb* jir>m,<)l5BarniepWc^ tBCBfeJ 
<3Uit^:0^«^^: rjg%9^j wit)^J|^Ak iiB;jMf <iaipahfadThcrl sis^ 
• 1- •.-.• J -J far 
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3&r aarflie iJoof <jf <30fiv^rt chimtcr, and leaving licr' 
<tliei"e, lie rfeUipctlii atid fhe entered alone, lizmimd 
'vfi&alt^^dy hi tlieAnimj^ttd fitting by the bied^fide,> 
his peribn waSs half hidtfeli'bjr thie curtains y a glimpfe 
of Era pale and torpid ' doiftitcnance was hardly to be 
fecii;*^ The ducheTs adi^aii«cd with falterifig fteps t0- 
tir^rdis^ the bcd^y and funk do^< ihtOa diain GHvcrr 
Bad difmiiied aft hiis it^cndants. . A njoffl^nt of filencb 
^fdofe ][)lace. ' At laft Oliver-began to l^feak; ^^ I agaiii 
>ghd myfel^-* ft i* hc^; <« between two obje^hivhkh 
fiartake all thk afffeftlonsof liiy.hearr.— I wiih tp make 
tlferh depofitaries; of my laft thoughts and my Ktft 
vows;^^-— Oti tittcrteg' theft wbi;ds, he took off the^ 
rtearl neeklatre frdm his arm v>tHl* pnttin^ it into th)!' 
«alker whkh contained^ CelaniraV ofiK?rmgs, « in this 
•ifelettin tabnifenP^" icbntmned Jke»- «' I may be allowefl* 
iw tfrikc « the; gifts of Cftlanlra with the? fevo^ps of 
Beatric^.— 1* am . de&t)ny ifer my tomb, withoutf iil- 
feriptibn^or fjnplainfelit, tri^.bc placed at tte foot bf i 
feryite-trti^^ an4 tfearistlielfe ptccioirs tofeeos bfe^ for^evti 
^ :nd«it dn tikfif feanchcs.- I ftrtliermore wifli to 
Vltii ikitf tpxny ;pivc the fcstrf of .Wltikind a^{ 
t^rportrat^df Cela^irarv'l'ct^thcm i>otlii)»c liiklini^my 
«<9ffib/*^Here.CHiy6r Ijrft^^f^^^ wai anr 

ifile^^d t)jity lyy bi^fecfi >!iaia«^A'grQ&n*i~«< t 
ybur genibrous'fotifei?'.Tettirtied« hc,'*« afi^l tain cer^' 
^i*i«\rhat thelaft d^firie^s ttfypiir frfeird will not be fcy> 
^renr*-^f< TTfe^jV €4^4' t9h[t^^uctiefs, ^« wfei«e.it |H>iS^' 
iSi^?*i:tHt^ ebtdd: iiAfk wHSn'^Otivier isno jxf^y.y^'^ 
/*^ia ftii^ly be ^b^yed^i^-i^A flo'o^^^^^ ;tears aiccoirii.' 
jlfthMHhefe wordsfi.' QBi^eFbe^ntb.be irit^edvaistf 
klllahis/liead j^^'b^dkl^ 
^dtfeijed, ^^ t^s^^^;j\'fikldfeh: ccaf^^^ 
v**^0^bt' irbt of iA|yrc.fol\rtipni'*^fetttrrtcd &ei lit .^'' 

,awt(iSii|lrf obedience tjol.ySfj, f can evfcti five if yoU' 
^{niMdHi.''''^^'ym^^ «^ know theti' 

*at thtt^eis^bttib^ 4^&^P^iiy' vteati:fre ^&L.tctioim,^ 

•'.^•' "• • • and. 
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and I intreat you bpth/ta/hcar^yit^cwt/in^ 
me. Geafe ,to affi.i^ ypur|?lY^$y. anaj,t(^lamerit«.,iiijf 
fate ; death alone, ,0 Beatrice, .coixW {kreeu ixie from 
the opprobrium of _perj.u^y:, or from the ,dreadfpl pu- 
nifliment of aftiag with wgr^jf^ui^Q towards y.oi^.itrr . 
Alas, you are ac^uainjed with-my crkne.apA my fe^^ 
timents':. but you^couianptconceiye the <xcjb{$ of my 
horrouf and reoiocfe, and ^ yqij- were, ^uite ignqi'ant.of 
rny refoiutions.-r-Ycs> I had fwprnito.fly Irpi^ijo^, 
to le^ve you for even -^On. this.' v^jry day it waa pay 
intention to depart-r-tp-day . l.&Q«ld 4v*y^. takea. ajji . 
eternal farewell $ and , would .not . that hav^ been al- 
ways dying ? And wh^ ki^;xdof .deatl:\, juft. heaven 1 
I fhould have carried with pie ypiir^.merited reprpajfl;j'r 
^es ! I ihoul.d have ..aBandoJiecl you^jon ^tpy own accord J . 
—And fhould havQ had to fuppo|'t,'fi*the,ikn.e timcw 
your grief, my ow,nwand the/^raiftioiji, of ^^y^iirieipd^l 
— I .Ihall not ;n.Qw e3^peri(^ce i^be u^/pjeakasble tqweiit . 
of tearing nnjy felf away, ri:onfi, tjie ..^f,,^d>ijci^.^qu,|pha;r . 
bit i but what^ JU'(?art*t^5Lding,. regret, ^ijtl i^ie^^ns. ii\ 
flo're for 411^ !r7-0|, Beatricb I O^jaiy, i)rpt|iej^rjti^an 
your power to rei^ve it.j. j9}iciiii^^lAyi4^ :f)}F.ycIrei^(^-» 
ful prje^ure j^ my.^r^oj^Q^^j^^ L,^^ 
in. peace to the g^ayeTibw^^ijL^^^nijing/o? q\^ 
diirolpble ties,' ,tli^ ..©dly pbjefisL wlucb. -f^tac^i imc \o 
life."-^" iWlio X !**.^|8xci^]awcd ^Beatrif?, '«^wM^ ta^"^ 

a« ipyincible .pafeon> whicji» vrill^txiumph pver m-e ^*to : 
my . Jateft',b;-^?th i xan ^I.xbnfe^t ?.-r-Noj, QJliYjer^ dp? : 
nqr^ope ioic th,at,,nQ^"j^^caU:i.cefto90unf^^^^ 
words jyith. the . . wnpetuous. ^^qc^nt pf, indignaiiott ,and, 
grief,^3od her fol^ing,^ 



IfajTifaatd, who . till tl[iif lopmjqpt^h^ be^p ^hiiled jby' . i 
defpair, aR4 kept^pifofojjnd fi|^n«:e,^ow'fiipden^^^ - 

afide^be caftain,'and di(covcripg:^ >W^W lQQki»gtfacjef !" - 
which pi^lqnefs and teiirpi^li^d jriindwd %r^^^ . * 

known, a^iri, M Qfi^r^^ 4id/^hci^^^^ • 

ture to xonf e^iyp. tEc' pf^jc^;,<^ /^ifj^^flft']^ -^^^^^^^ 

■ ^ ' ^ - - - which 



•.\rhichiTii?iy; ag^fji attach rpe to liff, f,,Mv. ^yesare fixed 
*upop,the gfj^vc, I^wait onJy till i^ dpene to receive ok, 
.andlfbierrvnty Vow^— " V^Stop/*. ijiterrupted Oliver, 
, ^* Arpp, ;< I have only .another Avord to fay \ if you both 
.,perfift"ini your refusal, you will. haftcMi apd imbitter. my 
•laft moments," — ^At thefe words. Ifambard and Beatrice 
.fell upon tlielr knees, and. wept .ibimdantly. Oliver 
..took .their hands, which be united in hVs own.' ^^ LiveJ' 
/ai4 he,- <rto honour my memory ; Jive together, the 
be^pr- to preferye the re'<:olleftion of your Friend,. Ah I 
If is, in the dirtra(5ted)>ofQa^ of Ifambard that the tear^ 
^of Beatrice Oioujd fall ; and who hut* Beatrice could 
-fhare or ^conceive the. regret oF; Ifarnbar^I ? Tender 
and eieiBgted fouls, to you T deliver, as a depofit, the' 
faeredfiam^of.lQve and fj-iendfhip, that pure and ac^ 
jtiverfljime,. which will ftmr tly be qiienched in my breaft, 
O kt'ft j[H)t , exhale away wjtli, mrlaff breath I rcteivy 
jt, let it be revived in^ypiijand J^i'^ji^^ ti^^.n not ceaie . 
to exiijr; J^ut/'cgntinued he, ** I feel my fi:rengtii 
lail .me-^cowiplete the gratification . of all F^yilh for, 
let, my .laiilookfrj enjoy the* rapturQus fight of fo dear 

^n:uniop-7-I ^V^ It^^^^S^^^^.*^ idea, that you. would 
tiel^I to tli^.entrea<y^ of your dyiiig friend ; every thing 
js pr^paned for^tKeaugi) ft ceremony. In the naih^ o? 
every. feel;n^ which ujiites:-us all three together,* let 
u? Jcwe no rtioVe t imck "-r-TK^ . unfortunate, dujchefs and ' 
the .unhappy liariTfbajfd were unable tb.ms^kc anyjc'eply. ; 
but OJiverj nQWi.perfuaded of tJieif obcdienc^e, gave 
ttie appoiJcjted/Jignal. At th^ fame inftan't the. door 
dperiijd^ an4 thfsprieft appeared,: who, according to 
piiviei'a4if^iftfpri9,» was already clad in the facred veft* 
mQnts.bffh.is order, and was accompanied bjr Theobald, 
Barm^cide>. AngilbWt, Lancelot, .and Zemni, wha 
ve^c^t6ferve ai witnefles. All |he kniglits, in deep 
afili^Hon, Advanced forwards in^I^nce, and furround* 
ifd Oliver*? bed. , The prieft; approached the couth,. 
i5car which wa^ fpread a long and 'roagpificent purple. 
' uiaptle which Qliveir bad'receiv<6dironi Beatrice* He 

took 
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took hold of the iiiamrc, mJ <m removing, it idlfcoVeri^ 
'a*n altar vrhich he h^d himfelf prepared inthfc mbrnuig. 
Oliver entreated the mournful couple tso approatli'tlS^ 
altar. The duclicfe prefled one of Qliver^s B.^cb*^thm 
her own : «* O thou, whi^m.my heart had chofen fcir 
a hufband;*' cried fhc,. « 0>jet ftftfeii «> thev^ifee; <tf 
Breatrice, permit her ta ejtprcfs, for the laft tirfiej tbrft 
iivtfincible' fentiitienrj whiclr neither cby deatli nbt m^ 
owxl cau annihilate) 'Tlnce^mj icml is itnmorkii !' Tfaaot' 
unhappy paiSon h goin^g to accompany thee to the* 
grave, ro mil ^ith my aihesr, tt> Bury itfelf for cvcf^ 
withoHt being e«clnA.*i- Thou (halt hoWfevcr bit obey^ 
td, thy iacjred will fhall be executed !-^The care oif' 
fulftlling it is: a duty vrhlch ftilli atMc^es me to Iffe;^^ 
0| may peace ag^in pofl^ thy gent^oui foul !-^Tes^ 
thy fritiidy ivhen deprived' 6f a brother, IBalt^fiudihe^ 
tendered of fifters in Bicdtric* .^^And ibr^^y^ I Aid 
difthar^fe my ducjt, vvheit \t Is Oliver who calUmc tl^ 
it P W« Aiigtl of comfort,*^ internipted' QEvcr^ ^fll^ 
tranfpoxi, " adorible Beatrice, tiyf ciei«ftial ^ce Mai- 
foothcd mj^ lieeneft aog^ilhv ^d cHalbd-. a^nrirf my ^c*^ 
worfij •^; yes,-^rt ftem^ ars If thou^ hacfft be^ teftoriKg 
nrie to inhoCej;ice ^d ^rtue/'-^Oftv<^r pronbtrncei 
tliofe wortUr. with iktt'eilthufijifmlv^Kiifh reVi^^dlMs ffn"- 
rits t th^ palicnt^fi of Ills iFaded cheeks cSfappeared> hii? 
6ye$ f|)arkted ^^'Ith ney fJrt; ai^dfenHmetttandf'feiwi' 
ttiiy wfere at oinicc cxprefled upon hi^ cdunt£nance.v 
'tltc dU)ChefVcdntempl$te4 him an inftarftSfith a kind^ 
cjf 'e<f(fefy -y sifteitWard^ dbfefvhig'his featui'es change,, 
ami th^ coloiir of. tiil' cheeks; tsfde^ die rpjfe abi^ujitl^' 
and, kaiii^WThfeot^H advanced towardi the^tun.;^ 
— Olivei* lairf h6ld* of theToirf of WiUkInd, \vhlcli: 




rortliy to wear it r-^'Amt Having 
tered thefe words, Oliver' joibcd hfs hahdk, and liftirfg^ 
them- tovardij heaV^h, he continued in that dttiti/d<^: 
with look^ affeOingfy^eiptefli^^' of fttvdur antf cdtii?!- 

tion. 
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ribilK When the ceremony was over,. Ifambard haf- 
t^ntd to* throw himfeU' into the arms of his friend,- 
and the mibaj[>py duchers> who cou4d h^sJly breathe, 
and had nearly fainted, ilowly approached the bedt 
Oliver held oer his languid hand' to her.. <« O, my 
&OxTj* fai^ he^ " the wife of nay -friend, your fub- 
)ime virtue has now exprated' all m*- erroiirs," ^ On 

£nifh)ng thofeword*, his eyes half clofed an uni- 

vctisil lamentation was heard throughout the chamber ^ 
a dbiefui cry efcaped from the mouth of (iambard— » 
Beatrice ihuddered^ ibe endeavoured to lean towards^ 
the dying Olfver, and, finking* into tk^ arjiisof-Theo* 
bald,, faintesb away.. Oliver iighed, he garanounced 
wit^'. leeble voice the names of ^lanira and Beatrice*. 
i^^Zjcmni, all bathed in tears, adminiftered una^liiig 
fWctHir f— ^Ifambard held him. in his ai^ms^and preiled' 
liiuiapi hisheaxi';<-<*^(.)n a iiidden Oiixxr half opened 
his languid eyes, hebeheld and recogniPed'i^isbrotben; 
^'^^Faithful friendfliip xeceived- hj9> laft look and his 
laft fentlimcnt-^*^ O^ mf friend^!" £iid he«.-«He then 
' quietly recHned his> head^apon Ifambard^s bcea^: hi&. 
eyes doled for ever— he expired. ^ 



THE END; 
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^' n)* As long as 'Chivalry prevailed, it w^s a general 

cuftppi among. 'the )cijiiijgTits to maic rafh ahd;^foxn'etina^s 

^v?ry e\travagiirit vo>vs ; whether they were (hut up in a 

place to defend it, or ' rnaking attack upon another ; «\r 

whether m'prfefence of the eiiemy irt the fieTd, inviolable 

^s^rid Indifpenfable oaths were taTcen, 'oblieing both tl^.e 

chiefs, and thofe "whoni they commanded^ tp ft^ed all 

*their Vlppd rathi^r than abandon the interell of the Rate. 

'J5,eTides thefe generaWows, it was cuftomary to i^ake 

4)articular ones, both in the army and elfewhere. Valour 

VaVe occafibnto many fingui^r enterprifes ; fuch as being 

the firft to place an ',enl;goiupon the. walls or the higheft 

*tow€r of a city duVing a fiege ; throwing himfelf in tKc 

'inidft of tji« enemy, aiid; (Inking the firft blow ; an.dt 

in a worid„in achievuig this" or.thkt exploit gmng fuch 

'and-fjicb a proof of boldners, ;m4 fi^equehtly of .temerity, 

Tl'he mdft 'valid., of nil vows was tliat called rtihe vgw q^f 

ihe- peac^^lf pr tl^e'phealknt.,^ iTie'day on whic'Ji a fq- 

Jeinn eneagemerit .was to be made,' a roafte^ pheafant 6v 

peac.Qck, prniirncnted with its fineft ftathers, was carried 

1)F ^the^a'dies in'a eold^br fxlver dlfii into the midll of 

lOeafPernKy ^pf knjgnt;s.'' * The. bircl was ppf^nled tp 

*ea.cli' of;' tliehi, and everV'kpiight mad^ his vow t.here- 

upon J and- it.w-'is'then, let'oii a tal>Ie,".tb be pu^ up ai^d 

autrjbiUeU ampngail wno were nreient. 

* In ah ahcient'p6em> '. 'cabled' Tfc 7^ow>/'-^^f j^*Ier(7n, W€ 

ire ad of an earl -of Salifl:>ary> in England, who, on tfe 

. f . * ' moment 
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moment of^lMs. ^i i | W M ttr!^to*Ae--«way»" fecf c€ <hci^ 4ife^ 

"miffrcis,' m art aSemUy, to place afingtr of her. BeatMU- 

hand upon bit right eye^ fo that' it mght be quiu chfodi The 

lady inftead of one applied two finger^y antf Theeari 

fwore upoti z ^rori^(up6ji* w^icli other ifnights had- 

m^dd di[ffefcnt vows) not tCT/Opcft tkaC eye mllie had 

entered the French tenritory, in owiter to avenge '• Ed*- 

•ifrard the Third, and had coJhbated Hiilip in a pitdic* 

tottle. P uring the^wholc war, the earl would not alloV?*^ 

hftnf^lf t<i fee Witl^ iJftrt ^^^t\ anld all ^e^krinyy which^ 

Ivas .witnefs to his eiploits, likewife bore 'Wkne^ to \a% 

§delity in fulfiUiftg hifrxngagement. Da Goefdin vowed- 

fo fwsdlow but three hmfottt of ttntur fi/itp till he had coxit^ 

.bated a certati| Engliftman,^ who had given htxn a chsd« 

'ktige. Xayirig fiegc" fo Montcbiitoiir;. ho y©^'^ -neii 

'ther toe'at nor undrefs himfelf till tire place ;\^$ tak^ft^^ 

* Another tihie he y^^^'cd to talcc ttb m«re furtetia/ice aftejr 

the fuppcr,'he was 'going to eati until he Stid laa%i: iia? 

♦ with the Eiigliih, In order to combat them* • At'tJio 

tr^ge of Bf cfficr«/Jn >6iaou^' his rauire»mkaie'k vpi^> 

'*e^ his "iAatlcr's bkiiiicr^ m'tW cburfc of ihe^%. ^pdi' 

the taW^ of that 156^^ to cry out Dii CvMcVsi miiif l&e 

liad* pcffbi^mcd It, 'aha to^iiii radier than min 'fte ati 

f crfjt)t. A few y^ars aijo, f|, <ih^r'lhimttmifef 'df^ iftftr 

^ttOom tfttiong the a^ncTetitlmig^^^^ 

Tifaiiee. >kar' th^ fovTil^ of Moutiers, betWeen\Rib ftllf 

'Senez^ Ai^'two liiajeftic bills, ^-Mch aire iej^i^4l>i:i 

'f^cr'of t^alMMbr^d W fi^ feeTr Frbxa ^d fufi^mfe 

'<)rmke kai to tl^ o£ ^ G^hcr Avat exten'4ii^ a^ 1<'^ 

iham, ta t^e "middtc of which hung a &rge ftar "of *fi»ir 

Wnts. This %Vas fttd l6 tc 4)rib of the ^t^,yfSvf%}U 

me ^ges o** chivalry J It was bctteved that ifome:fcftigli 

Md frtrorh to chain' t'wa mountains togetlj^er, and'^wSii; 

the ftar W4S hiB device; and ft added, that tHe Jmi^ 

Ai^ho made this vow Was of ,tfie family of Blaccas* '^i 

itown bjF Moutiers h^ Wazdnedits arms fTpmihJ**^*!^ 

"it belstrs asurcr two hitls argent, falbnied together by k 

ch'Aiit,: to Vhfth i^ftfjo^iidlbd a cJfein* Thefe vo'w^Svafi 

ti)e more ioviolablQ sis they were add^fled^ to Gcn(t 

They had all of ,tHei»: tfie fahdaon ef religrdn, ahd it 

would have b\5(ua held cqukUy hafc and HnjpiObs lidt t6 

accompliih 



»eco^fef>Hfl^^ttem?•lIeft1Ge-hiflor3r idbifes not dSq^d zn exf 
TWWple' e>f ' 4 teight- ;Wh6 ever broke faUr vows*. ' ' Deatfr 
€ouW ali^tt^ htrttfer- them from falfiiling^'fo faCred a^t 
cngftg^ty^t;' '' • .v ' .-' "■'-; \ ; '; 

* ^tfj- Giafl^ir^heMBanaecidis, or Ton of 'Batrti^y Ws^ 
*A f*aa very glrcat maii. He ' y^s: borEri*v Fetiia^; iaj^ 
%«tiiaMe the vfzier aiM -favourite ©f the' cUeljisited^ 
j^ftf on - Akalchid. I {bppofein iny^ cde, f&it hU/.fi* 
tmlf* wa» Buropeanj tfe^t his rt^:ie vrai Batlhecide ohlV^ 
jwAd'-tlm hetlid hot sf&me= the ttaflfie of Glsiffar 'tUl 
lafter his Bitsfdrtmics. - It m feflkibht to .<ibfetve. here, 
tha^Aardft'<iwe:d -»!) the glory irf his' r€rgn\to the j^ehiUii . 
^alid »lHrttie« of 4iis inihiftcr. ^anneeUle was adoried by » 
tWfjeople he ^bx^emed, and' received from public , gra^* 
^todi. the fine- lui-aastte bi^'gsnerwt* . ' ' / 

* ■ ■ ■ ■ . 

' ii) ?Amm Alrafthid^ the arjtfr ealfjph, 'war fbn df 
M^lJi^ of ^he race^ of the Abaffides. ^His fiilth^r de- 
^Wd lAn*ti*kceffotrr, i» prejtTdic^bf fiis'rf^ 
tat 'A«dn> rtfpeafng the Mgbts t)£ hf g ' brother fladi 
MiOk^ .i^^fddtbt fceptre^ and bt^ittedati diith:af'i$dfsv 
Hftjr itt h» ft vdor, e»ti the part 4f ' alt iJie^ grattdsjs^s; li'hd 
iMW ealfph nrksHnfenfib^e df this bMiefit, andiiiirifit&t^ii 
the^deatib^^ Aaron. ^But the motber of the tmgratcfi^l 
l&efo# ^hom he had^ offended, catiftd : him to bei'isflh^-^ 
taxjtAf. smrdv A8i*on was |»roclalmed caftph.- This prined 
had^eat pe«fenal «iidownientSi and wat^-c^brsited tai 
Ita^fibetalitfi hi« tafle for the iine toCif /kiidi^li» patro* 
na^e-Qf mehof talents. It iBfaid'tbe Aja^ianstnvente<l' 
a^^ra . dunag^ hts Fcignt. lirft^ry fartiidr infermn us^ 
that ^^w^en Aaron vent ^o wat, he Virtis attended by * 
teidH|;d men J0f letters^ '-^hcnfe converihtfon aiForded 
him relaxation under the tolls o£ war. [^Sa fh» Ency* 
iidpedta, and th Hlfibry ,p/' tBe jlmHiiimf ij: Ac Mbi tk 
fSm'^tq ' ■ ^ • . 

T«>1^ honour of our fovtreigh*, ii» Mr. G^Muard ob^^ 
iSwpiwfs^'itfflioukf be pi^liftccd, mat at this period there 
iWbfiftei a fiwedreiatod^ribnaUfifendfhip /between vans' 

'. . • . . • • "' ' ■ 

.^ JM»(ianie de Gcnlis. isr miiUkcn in this. .T^ 

ill^ftrious 
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tlliiftriQus and heroic monarphs^ one in the e^^ ,t2x#> 
other m the weft i between, thue caliph. Aaron an^ Chao:;- 
lemagne.. Thefe two princes^ who never xnet ipi the if 
tives,' had conceived a mutual friendlhip for eacjh. oUier,,5 
from their refpe^ive reputations ; a friendftiip far fu- 
V .pcrior to all-attachments arifing ^oin political and inte- 
rafted mojives. They drove to outdo eacli pth^ in 
kindnefs. even in the fmalleft ccmcems ; , their .mutual^ 
prefents, as to choice, time>,or ctrcumftances, were ever 
inarlcs of efteem and pledges of awiity. Many hiftcw 
Vians afTert, that the caliph ceded to Charlemagne, by 
vva/ of gift, the fovereigpty of Jerufalem^jind ^he Hojy 
Land, refervine; to. hinilelf only thf; title of bis Uei^* 
*. pant. Charkitiagne and Aaron loved the fin« acts, a.a4 
• '. both of them made verier. Aaron Mras^ fo >fenfible tQ 
* the -charms* of poetry, that lie would frequently weep 
• at the recital of a beautiful compofition.;.nor was he. 
lcf§ alive to the charms of mufic ; he coinpoi^d V^^J^ 
of the tunes w'hich a^. this day are in vogucLin^the^e^flj. 
Aaron particularly refembled fcharlemagne it^^^w. of; 
trut^h and jnftice : J^ut is it polfible for a conqueror tp 
be always jiiftadrid true I A womkn one day cQmplaiaei 
to him of having been aggrieved by his foldiers^ Aacoi^ 
bbferyed to her it was writ;ten in the Koran, thatprinies 
wafted every country through which their armies paffed* 
•* Yes,** replied ther wi)man,. " and I have lilceivife readl 
therCfc that tTie houfes of kings are deftroyed, on ac? 
count . of their injuftjce," The caliph approved of thj« 
hard reply, and immediately redreffed her wron^^ 
A'*iron, as well aj5 Charlemagne, was a grejjt alaj3.? 
giver ; he '^ died iive years before tbe, la^er, in ,&95t»- 
V^fter a reigiil af twetity-three, years, and in the /orty* 
jeventh yeac pf his ageJ ^ \Sce fhe Htftory of^ .C^or^r 

ma^ne.2 • " . ■ / ; . s : , 

(4) It is ttvown that the fir ft organ which vsf^s fe?ti . 
In Europe,, wa» fent.to Charlemagne by the calipfi 
Aaron, fhay^ oiiTy iuperadded the. origin of that yj.",, 
ftrument, wjilch is entirely unknown to us. 

, ■' ; ' :^ :.. • :{ff The 
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(5) The anfwer of Barmecick, when the. caliph, tras.' 
ilratting the door, ift order to rcW* a'tvofk Upon th^' 
rij^hts of man; is? truly hiftorical. But it is rclate4 cmly 
thdt ^e <iyas' going' ts read voith a- fdge^ without nitfntion 
bkiin'g made of his tlame, and I have fbpp9rcd that faga * 
to beBarmedde^ ,.)^ - :; 

(6) Arrchifus, duke of Benevento, tind an enen^y to 
. ChaHefmigtie, di^d ^as likewhe'did' RoiniiTdus, h'scld- 

e^l ion) leavmg but one fon, named .GHtert^yo, then ia- 
the power of Charkmagne, to "^hom he haJ been deli-/ . 
vered as a hoftage. Charlemagne had ( whdl . Were - 
tlieh called ) well founded rights to the duchy of Bcr, 
nfeTiento, auithe Beneventines wiflied him to rule OYet . * 
tkera ; but Charlemagne reftored Gfimaldo bQtii'hi? ^.^^ 
liberty and domini6ns. He ventured, lays his hfS^^^ % * 
rian, on obfcrvirtg the extent to vi'hkrh the power of in- 
juries \Va& battfi^d vS the world, to trull likewifc in the ' 
power of favours. Grimaldo, touclied at the genercffity. 
of that prince, endeavoured to render himfelf worthy of 
it,' and the emperor could not ^oaft; of a more faithful . 
fl^je^ft. He fought againfl the enemies of Charlemagne, 
-agaitift-Adalgife, though his brother-in-lavy (he had mar- 
ried a fifter of the latter), and the Greeks, and with 
ecpiai ardof "TcaA fuccefs* After the defeat of Adalgife, 
hiftory makes no firther mention of him. It was be- 
lieved that after this he retired to. Conllantinoplc, where 
h© lived and died in obfcurity; ' 

(7) There was really a king of the name of Theu* 
dfril, >Xrho liv^d at that period ; he Was one of the petty 
mOnaVchs of Pannoiiia. 'Pliilory feprefehts this prince * 
fuch ais I- ddcribe him; he was ambitious, deceitful,^ 
liypbcritical, but eminent for military talents ; hfe turn- ' 
ed chriftian to pleafe Charkmagne, and afterwards be- 
trafycd him. j^annonia was what is now called" Hungary 
and ACil!ria.* ; ' 

Duke Aimon was a relation or ally of Charlemagne, ' 
icflth Whnom, according to the ^ chronicles, he had \ 
many difputes. His four fons ^Wtf^ named Renold, ' ' 
Ricliardy et Richardet^ Alard, and Guicharil ; the 

\« eldc^ 



»1.^ - 
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ddeft iin4 aioft- cekbratad €>^whom wa^ the-^n'oi^i^d 
Rdtiold, of MqoAtauHaAr Theie four' brothers^ iky-tlie- 
rocaancesy all ro4t: upon one horfe, wtiich-^was ^cstil^bd- 
Bayard.. Ba^le^^^r^ diat ReooU, wlv^ naflae- was-ifb' 
f^bus. in ; roznance and- poefy, . fuffei<e<d' timxtyr^k^nriy 
and that the church of St. Renold, at Cglo^ei M'BS^rde*- - 

dicsted to hixa. 

• - '.'■.-. 

(8) Amxlb^ga> yiho lias been can©ni««d» wsis-it 
young and beautiful lady of the court ef Charl^ma^e. ? 
Itial larincirf f«ll in lovt? «<ith her,- and* thcvirtttc- oF. 
iVoi^lbtrga vas proof a^in 11 the fuit of th^ xpoft amia* - 
bfc znan^.and greateft ^ncro of his time, Hiftorj^ - tells 
fXs, that beM)g one day on the balcony, aftd peroeiiring 
tBe emperor approaching, (}te threw herfelf from it, in 
fifder td avoid anr interview,, which fii^- apprehended 
might be dangerous, and broke htr arm in thfe faBf. ■ She - 
at *aft retired to a convent,- where fh^\ tvA^d her/day*^ . 
[See the- tijflory of Cbarlana^Me,!^ \ 

(9) The dufee of Spoletto^ Henry ^ like of FnuK/ 
Hartrad count; of Thurftgrn, are real : perfbnages bf - 
thofe times. The lattci was coneerned'in a grekt- cOi^i 
fj^racy againft Charlemagne. ^ 

Conikintine Porphi»ogenitus, foil" of the eittprefs Irfe|ie, 
was,to JiaA'e married Rottuda, one of the d^n^Jters of 
Charkniagne, and the emperor having broken off the ' 
marriage, Conltantine joined his own relehtment to Qxit ' 
of Adalgiie, but witliout any fucccfs. 

,(10) The idea of this fabuloiis plant is not of 'my. 
own invention ;. 1 found it in- Bpmare's di^Elionary df 
natural hiftofy. The following is the defcription gWii 
by that .uatdhiliA : '* Baurasy the name of a piftnt '-ioiifbi 
upon moont' Libanus in Syrian Jofephus, the hiftoriah^ . 
fay^ it 1imt% during the nig^it, like a fmali; taper ; th«^ • 
it« light goes out by day 5 that its leaves, when Wrapped : 
up in ra^haftdkei^ieff gel out of it, and quickly dift'js' 
pear\:tl^at.tlus plant |k befct by demoii^^^ * that 'it fetii - 
the power of changing all ; metals inti^goji^^- ib^wln^ 
reafpn iti 4» ^^alledi by the ■ Arabians^ -me )^erfi 4ftrhx 

' : . ' that 



.thaXfit.4d|rqjfs^tb.e pexibn who gs^l^ers it, if.|>rpper., 
x>r$c';i'uti6nft be not taken, an4 thefjp' unhappily are not ^ 
xnown ; that k is nourifhed by bitumen ; that its 
o4our is %fibcating, . when it. ts . pli|^cked, i and. that 
it [ muil he. Ipoked, for in places planted . with c$dar .. 
irces,'^ ' ',.''■ ' ' ' • 

t 4 * % , - ' - 

.{l ij Hiftory; infbrni? us that Aaron cjare.thp hand of 
his 4ft^r AbalTa .to Barmecide on this iftrange coriditipni. 
and that he cbnferrted to .the marriage, in order to fee . 
^'o perfons he4oyed at the fame time ; !an^ Kk^wife told ' 
Barme<;i4e that if the priU(:efs was not his filter^ he wp,nld . 
hirafetf marry her, [A-^ de Ni/lory of ike jiralnan^f by the 
^bH de^ Jlfari^ni, ] . , 



« - 



V j(i2,) We leaijn from hiftory thaj^ Barmecide, notwith- , 
ftanding the watcnfulnefs of tjae caliph, had a fon by . 
A^afla, whona ;he fent privately to Mecca. -. 

> * 

(13) As neither the dead nor the livings not tyrants . 

cveQ, Ihouli b» calumniated, in "any work whatever j 
fer frojp having added to the Sltrocity.of this a^> I have 
4iminifKed the horrour of it. Th0 ft)lk)^ying . is the hif- 
torical fa<i : ^The caliph, on difcoypring .the &CFet com- 
merce of , Barmecide and Aba/ra, ordered xhe matifHCTje 
of. nis grj^nd vizier, and all the Barmecides. Forty per# 
fcps, it is, faid,. wIk) coijipofe4 the whole family^ were 
dfertroyed. The. (laye, charged with the aifaffination of. 
the vizier, was much inclined tp fave him : ** I Avill go^'* , 
faid h^, " to tfie caliph, and announce thy. death : if he 
afktne.np queftions, J will return and procure thy ef-^ 
cape ; but if be afk to fee thy head, thou muft then fub-* 
mit to the fentence." The execrabU. tyrant* ordered the , 
head of Barmecide to be brought, him* and -the ilav©.. 
oteyed. • •* • • •^' • • • • • As to the princefs Abajfa, feme &y ,. 
i$e was (hut lip in a durig'*on, where ihe died with griefs . 
otl^i^s, that, ihe was only bani^vd froip, .cQUf t» and. was^ 
r^jiuced to the moft it)ifei7i^^,. condition ; th^t.^many 
y^^js^after, a lady maVing her^a fWfftiit of Jive itUndred , 
dra«;timas, U Jaffpr^^ her 'as fWUch 4elight as if ^ Ihe/ 
lo^ b^^n r^fidred to her fprmer (late* .iVba^;|yhad mnch 
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wit, and ftiaie gObd v^ti^^^^Seethe'tftjlar^ofj^^^^ 

hions-i and the DiSiionary of iUvftrhus J^Ien*'^ • / ' ', 
t ; . '. . 1 • ' ' * ■ _ .4 -^ 

(14) Barmecide was in'realtty idoJized by the nation, • 
and his death Occatioiiedvtorehtai^d umver/al fbrrovsr. 
The caliph perceiving, that there were no bounds tothis ' 
jull regret, .publilhed au e(Ji<3 which forbad^ w4er j^ain 
of death, ttie name of Barmecide to be. uttered, o^/. any - 
irtention x.6 be made, of him. An old man brayed, "this" 
ptohibitlbli, and at the very gates of tlie palace recited' a., 
copy of v'efles in the praife of Barmecide. The caliph, 
fOrprifed at his boldilefs,. ordered him' to be brought into 
h]s prefeiticfe ; he aflc^d him what could have encouir'aged ' 
fuch cxccflive temerity. " Gratitude,"hrepiied the old" 
man ; ** Bar«iecid^. was my benefa^or."- "/WelV 
returned the .caliph, •• I will henceforth ,T)e thy ^bene- 
fa<5tor U^ewife ; fubftitute my name in the . place of 
Barmecide*s." On faying this, he gave *him a mkc^nifi- 
ccnt cup of pure gold. *^ O Barmecide*'- e^^claira^d 
the old man, "it Is ftill to thee that! am, indebted for, 
this prefent ; even after .U^ty death I receive thy be-. 
n'efaftions ! — how then Ihall I be made ^o forget thee ?'* 

■(i'5;) In thefe ages there really exi(led.a' duchefs'of 
Cleves, of the name df Beatrice. . Hi iipry informs us, 
that the neighbouring princes perCecu ed and befieged 
her : that ihe ^vas delivered by a brave French knight, 
* named Trelie, and that ll^e married her beneladlor. 
This knight bore a fwan lipon his buckler, and the clu» 
chefs iiittituted the order o^the Knhhts (>f ihe Swun. Thefe 
particulars I have found in the Encyclopedia, linder the 
article of' Knights of the Szuim : and Uiis Hfticle it was 
\Chteh funii|lied"me vvith the idea of my tale, as well as 
itTs title. I'haV^ fmce foiihd iri another, work, wriften " 
aft hundred and' Hfty years ago, and intitled, The Impof- \ 
tiire of the Divih\ an old fabdious tradition, founded'upoi^ 
the hiftoricartr'ait we have jiift mentioned. \. Th? autbor 
of thisVdrk, "who was jphyfician to the duchefs of Cleves, 1 
rdates, that ancient manufcripts. afcribc4 a .miracvilous, 
ofi'gin'to the ^ dukes of Cleves,' Vnd thus be relates the 
traditiofi': " The *fbl(e remaiiling heir'to* tlie duchy"' was/ 

* *' . a. prin- 
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ft princcfs ;. one diy, hs fhe was walking upon the banks 
of the river, (he perceived a beautiful little veffel drawn 
by a noble fwan. The princefs remained motionlefs with 
furprife ; but her aftonifhment was doubled when fiie 
beheld the'veflel making toward' tbc fhore** and-ftopping 
near the fpot wher^' ftie ftood. A young knight came 
Qut of the bark, and the veffel difappeared. The knight 
cQndu&e4 the princcfs to her caftle. This wonderful' 
fltranger received the name of the Knight oftJie Swom, ^^nd 
the princefs married him^ This pair were, perfedly 
happy for two years ; but at tne expiration of that time^ 
the Knight of the Swan fell into a deep nfelaneholy ; 
^nd one morning when he was walking on the banks, of 
the river, the. vefTel and the fwan again made their ap- 
pearance ; the knight ftepped on board, and the vefTel 
difappeared for ever." The author, who gives this 
relation, gravely adds, that he does not certify the truth 9/ 
k ; " but one thing is certain,'* fays he, " that the caf- 
tle is £bill full of monuments, which attefl the exi/lence 
of a Knight of tJye S%uati., Upon the; towers are fculp- 
tured representations of that bird, and the old hangings 
reprefent the armours of chivalry, bearing a fwan as - 
an emblem,'' &c. 

(16) This ancient caftle flill exiils at one of the ex- 
tremities of the pleafant city of Cleves. 1 paffed thiougk 
that place a year ago, and vifited the habitatioa of Be^.- 
trice ; fome parts of the caftle have been rebuilt, but 
xnoft of the ancient apartments and the antique roofs 
Hill fubfift.' I redified upon the fpot the defcription I 
give in my romante, and therefore it is exaA ; but I 
could not make mention of the charming Englifli gardea. 
which has been planted around the caftle upon the flope 
of the mountain, and which is the moft agpeable and 
pifSlurefque I have ever feen of the kind. This delight* 
ful habitation: was the refidence of the govemour orthc 
city. I walked for two hours over the gardens, and I 
felt that it was there I fhould have written the hiftory 
of. the Knights of the Swan, and the duchefs of Cleves. 
That nothmg fhould be wanting to the aereeable- 
nifs of. this caflle> it is fituate at (be extremity of a 

Vol. 11. P handfome. 
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handfome city, in a country remarkable for its fer- 
tility, and the beauty of its woods, plantations, -and 
walks. 

{17) Beatrice incoming out to meet the knights adeii 
confonnably to ihe cuftoms of her time. We read 
in Perceforeft, fays Mr. de Ste. Palaye, of a queen, 
although juft recovered from ficknefs, fetting out to 
meet a poor but brave and virtuous knight, who came 
to pay her a vifit. Mr. 4e.5te. Palaye mentions other 
inftances of this kindL 

(iS) Knights only had the right of wearing rich furs, 
fuch as the vair, the ermine, the merm-vair. Other furs 
of a more common kind were referved for the fquires. 
Scarlet, and all forts of red colours we^e- appropriated 
to the knights, becaufc,' fays Mr. de Ste. Palaye, of their 
fplendour and excellence. The ^colour is preferved iiv 
the drefle* of ftiperior itiagiftrates and dodlors. It' may 
befidcs be obferved, that the liberality of the duchefs 
. towards her defenders was fo much the more natural^ 
. as it was at that time .a law -of hofpitality, and that th^^ 
knights were always magnificently treated and main^ 
tainedj and loaded with prefents by the princes with whom 
they fojourned. See in FroilTart the particulars of the 
exceffive liberality of the count de Foix to die knights 
who vifited at his court. i 

(19) It was, as 1 have already faid, the indifpenfable 
duty of a knight, to fuccour all the unfortunate, and 

.to devote himfelf particularly to the defence of bppreffed 
women. Boucicaut inftituted an order of chivalry under 
the name of the white lady of ihe green Jbieid^ in order to 
force reftitution to be made to all ladies whofe eftate« 
had been taken from them by violence in recent wars. 
*I could' cite -a multitude of inftances of this kind> but 
wifhing to write a nfte, and not a book on this fub* 

^ea, I confine myfelf to the relation of a few traits only ; 
the following one is taken from the memoirs of an- 
cient chivalry of Mr. de Ste. Palaye. I have re- 
trenched 
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trenched fome particulars, but what I cxtradt is literally 
copied. 

A fadion known under the name of the jacquerie, at 
firft taking its rife in the diocefe of Beauvais, foon ex- 
tended itfelf to the provinces, and made a league againft 
the order of knighthood, and all the -nobihty. More 
than a hundred t^oufand plebeians and peafants taking 
arms, refolving to exterminate the nobles, ravaged the 
country, burned the callles, and put the knights, the 
fquires, and all the gentry to the fword, without fparing 
even women and children. The better to (ignalize an 
inveterate hatred\ againft all the nobility, and as if it 
were to infult the gentlenefs and humanity of chivalry, 
they gave the name of virtue to the moft brutal ferocity 
and barbarous cruehy*. The duchefs, of Normandy, 
wife of the regent, the duchefs of Orleans, and three 
hundred ladies, were at Meaux, and not in a ftate of fe- 
curity : fome detachments of thefe furious wretches,- 
joined by others^, ikllying forth from Paris and its 
neighbourhood, thought themfelves i\ire of feizing a. 
prey, yhich tl«pr iniagrned, could not efcape them. The 
inhabitant* hau opened their gates, *and in concert with 
this fa(5lious rabble, had driven the ladies and their at- 
tendants to take refuge in the place called the market of 
Meaux ; a poft divided from the tow-n by the river Marne. 
The danger was extreme ; and there were no excefles 
which were not to be dreaded from thefe turbulent bands. 
The count de Foix, and the captal de Buch, who at thk 
time were on their return from Pruffia, heard of this iad 
news jrt Ghalons. Although they liad only fixty lance«, 
tliat is to fay, fixty knights with their ordinary atten- 
dants, they iuftantly determined to go and join the fmall 
number of the defenders of the fortrefs of Meaux. The 
honour of the ladies did not allow the count de Foix to 
jefle^ upon the danger of the enterprife, or the captal dc 
Buch to confider that he wa* an tlnglifliman>; he ca* 
gcrly avaded bimfelf of the liber Jy ^hich the truce be- 

• I ought here to repeat, that this pafTage is faithfully copied. 
See the edition in 3 vols, printed io th« ,year I7$l, vol. I, page 
198, aod what follows. 

P 2 tweca 
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tween France and England afforded him, to gratify 3 
fentiinent more powerful in the heart of a knight than 
national enmity. Thefe two .heroes with their little 
troop repaired to Meaux, and marched againft the' ene- 
my. The knights cut their way through the koftile 
ranks, flew feven thoufand men, difperfed the reft, and 
returned in triumph to the ladies, whom they deliveredt 
5fc. W. 1 9 page 199, and what follows. 

This generofity towards women was not peculiar to 
France and England ; it was univerfal through all E)i- 
r#:)pc; and even in earlier times it prevailed among the 
Icaft civilized nations. The north was the cradle of chi- 
valry fays Mt". Mallet;. all the monuments of tjie an- 
cient Scandinavia evince it ; in tliefe monuments the tafte 
for chivalry, as in its bud, is to be feen ; the hiftory of 
other nations reprefcnts it as unfolding itfelf and fpread- 
ing into 5pain, France, Italy, and England, with the 
people of the north who eftahlilhed themfclves there. 
Wherever we open the old hiftoxie^ of the north, we 
Ihall read of the feats of knights of equal gallantry and 
prowefs; A^Swedifk prince had a daughter of rare 
beauty, named Thora? fhe was carried away by vio- 
lence. Her father publilhed in all the neighbouring 
dates, that he who conquered the raviiher of Thora 
ihould obtain her hand, of whatever condition he might 
be. The youthful Regner delivered the fair captive^ 
5ind married her. - Thora afterwards ciying, Regner mar- 
ried a young ftiepherdefs named Aflanga, whom be railed 
to the throne. Harold the fine hairedy king of a part of 
Norwa)% fell in love with a young girl named Gtda<t and 
aiked her in marriage ; but (he replied, that in order t-e 
merit her heart, he muft fignalize himfelf by more glo- 
rious exploits than he had yet atchieved ; and that fte 
fhould not corifider him worthy of her until he had fub- 
dued all Norway. Harold fwpre to take no farther 
care of his hair till he had completed the conqueft of 
that country, nor did he marry Gida before he had 
brought the whole kingdom into fubjeftion. Thefe fafts, 
and a thoufand Others of the kind, appear to be well 
authenticated ; but (continues Mr. Mallet) it fignilies 
little whether ^ey be true or not ; it is fufficient to give 

US 
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ts^ an idea of the manners of thofe times/ that thefe 
chronicles are Written by men well informed in the 
hiftory and cuftoms of their country. -[^Hi/hry of Den- 
rtiarJ^y by Mr. Mallet *,'\ ,^ 

It was by their elevated fentiments and ifrcproacha- 
ble conduft, that the women of thofe days acquired 
fuch an empire. The laws of chivalry, fays Mr. de Ste. 
Palaye, which forbad flandering the ladies, obliged them 
to have particular regard to the decency of their own 
tonduft ; and in order to be refpeded, it was neceflary 
tfbey fhould firft learft to refpeft tbemfclves. But, if 
by an oppofite condu^ they gave caufe of juft cenfure,-- 
they had always to apprehend feme knight at hand^ who 
would call them to an account for their behaviour. The 
' chevalier -de la Tour, in fome inftrudtions he addreffes 
to his daughters, towards the year .1391, makes mention 
of a knight of his time* who, pafiing by ca(Ue& inhabited 
l)y ladtes, marked with infamy the abode of thofe fe- 
males, who were not worthy to receive loyal knights purf%i* 
mg honour and virtue ; and on fuch as merited public ef< 
teem, he laviflied his praifeSi- The fame wtiter mentions, 
that in a grand aifembly, the good knights placed a lady of 
inferiour condition, but of good refutation^ above a lady of 
high rank; becaufe the latter was h^ifinee defonhonneut :' 
that is to fay, of bad repute. 

A man may run into many follies for aworthlefs wo- 
man, but can only achieve great adions for her who is 
capable of infpiiing great fentiments. 

(20) I know of no governments purely* ^mocratic, 
but in the fmaller cantons of Switzerland j and I know 
of no places where tyranny ejrercifes a more arbitrary 
oppreffive fway. There, although no fumptuary laws 
exift ; yet, if people appear m public drefTed in a better 
garb than the rude manufadlory of the country, they 
are infulted. There, if a man think fit to embellifh his 
• houfe or garden^ or conftruft* a dwelling more remarka- 

* This hiftory, containing nine volumes, is "written with much 
iagaciry ; it abounds in curious and intcrefling inquiries, and gives 
a ckar idea of the hiflbr]r of the northern nations* 

ble 
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ble than thofe of his neighboors, the f<yverttgn people rafe or 
bum his houfe, and cut down his plantations. There, 
if a <nagiflrate give offence, the people rife, and feize 
and hang him without any formality of law ; {ox popu" 
lar jitftice is very expeditious. The Landamtftiann of 
Zug was executed in this manner two years before the 
French revolution, and fuch examples are very frequent. 
It is true, that, after the death of this magiilrate, the 
people found out that the unfortunate man was innt)cent, 
and they honoured him with a handfome JuiuraL In fine, !^ 

the almighty people of thefe fmall democratic cantons 
have but one diftind idea, which is, they that' are th^ 
firottgeji are the majlers; and they very naturally conclude 
thence, that their will is the only (acred law^ and that 
every thing Ihould yield to it. The extravagant pride, 
which this perfuafion creates, giVes them a foverdgn 
contempt for all ftrangers ; thus, none can have the 
honour of being naturalized in theie little cantons, or 
even to purchafe an eftate there ; and, tn no country are 
Grangers fo ill treated by the inh^lMtants. In the public 
markets, for tnftance, they are made to pay at teaft the S, 

double 6f its value for every article ; .U their fervanis \ 

difpute the price, they are told, that ftrangers afe not 1 

allowed to hagm^e ; and if they givq the money which 
is aOtcd, without making any diffictdty, the other l^uy- 
ers complain, that fuch prodigality raifes the price of 
things. In fuch a predicament a ftranger is at a lofs ^ 

how to a£t. While I lament thefe abufes, I am not the 
lefs ftruck with admiration and refpedl for a country, 
the other cantons of which are fo praife-worthy on ac- 
count of their laws, their morals, and the well-informed 
and virtuous men who govern them. 

I 

(21) This Aftolphus, the Englifh paladin, is a real [\ 
peribnage of the time, of much renown in old chroni- 
cles and ancient romances, and likewife the hero of fe- 

veral modern poems. 

(22) Queen Eadburga really exifted at this period j j 
I have given her the chara6fer which hiftory aictibes to : 
her, and have made no alteration in the iaiQi% relating I 
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to her ftory. She- was the rival of Egbert ; the Wcft- 
AngleS abandoned her and repaired to his ftandard, and 
fhe dcferved. this fate for her vices, the depravity of her 
ttianners, and her crimes. Driven ont of England, (he 

' found an afylum at the court of Charlemagne. One 
day fhe obferved to that emperor, that her higheft am- 
bition was to be queen of France ; "Well," replie4 

-Charlemagne, by way of joke, "I am a widower, my 
eldefl: fon is a batchelor ; which of the two will you 
marry V^ " The younger/' faid Eadburgav ** Had you 
chofen me/' replied the emperor, " 1 ftiould have given 
you my fon, but fmce you prefer him- to me, you fhall 
have neither of us." Charlemagne conferred an abb^y 
upon this princefs, which fhe quitted in order to go off 
with a new paramour. Sh« at length retired to ravia, 
where ^ ended her days in mifer y.^ 

(23) Hiftor}'" affords many examples of that heroifm 
which I afcribe. to Barmecide ; a very famous one is to 
b^ {^tn in the Henriade, in the cafe of DuplefTis Mornay* 
the moil virtuous man on the fide of Henry IV. 

Moroay revole au priiice, il k fuit, il IVfcorte; . 
11 pare ea lui parlaot, plus d'lui coup au*on lui porte ; 
Msus il ne permet pa» a fes fLoi'ques mains, 
De fe fouiller du fang^des malheureux humains. 
De fon roi feulement fon ame eft occupee ; 
~ Pour fa defenfe feule il a tire I'cp^^c ; 
£t ion rare courage, ennemi lies combats, ■ 
Salt affronter la mort,.etne la donne pas^ ' 

Henriade, Book VIU. - 

II marche en philofophe, ou Thonneur le condiiir,. 
Condamne les combats, plaint fon maitre^et Ic fuit, 

HENRiADe, Book VT. 

(24) The old chronicles fay, that, in the days of 
Oger, there was a giant of the name of Bruhier, whom 
Oger at laft combated and flew. Beiides, a giant is 
no fabulous being, when defcribed. as eight or nine feet 
high only, which is certainly a fiice gigantic enough in 

all 
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all reafon. Every one knows, that the late king 4£ 
Pniflia had a giant among his guards eight feet, fix 
inches, eight lines high, French meafurc (See Bomare'i 
IDitfHonary, article giant). Thas we may reafonably 
fuppofe, that fuch a ftature is not the litmoft effort of 
aature in this kind of produ^ion. 

(25) In this work I have been able to give but a- very 
imperfect reprefentati on of thefe interefting ^(Tociations : 
the hiftory of France muft be confuked ftr thepartictf-* 
iarsofthem. Imagination cannot embellilh them : they 
are of themfclves fufficient tb render for ever refpedbable 
the inftitmion of ancient chivalry. In the hiftory of 
Cruefclin, Clinbn, Sancerre, the valiant Boucicauty Ba£* 
fompicrre, and many other French heroes, will be found 
the true models and admirable examples of that pure 
and elevated friendfhip, which in the prefent day is only 
a chimera. In fine, it is in the hiftory of thefe remote 
ages, that we -fhall fee the enthufiafm df friendfhip tkdd 
to the enthufiafm of glory and virtue, and triumph even 
-over that of love itfelf. I fhall here only copy the detail 
of the ceremonies mentioiied by Mr. de St. Palaye. The 
brotherhoods of arms', fays he, are formed in various 
manners. Sometimes, though rarely, the knights are 
bled toeetKer, and then mix their blood. Moft com- 
monly the compiinions in arms make therr vows with all 
the facred ceremony of religion ; they kifs together the 
bread prefented to the faithful at the celebration of mafs ; 
fometimes they receive the facrament at the fame mo- 
ment ; frequently they make a mutual exchange of arms. 
From this inftant'they wear the fame kind of clothes 
and armour. They are defirous the ^nemy fhould be 
miftaken as to their perfons, and wifli to ftiare equal 
clangers; The union of the brothers in arms was fo in- 
timate, that ft did not allow of rick'nowledging any 
frifnds who would not %c friends to both. The bro- 
ther in arms of Boucicaut thought it his dtrty to refufe 
a very confiderable fum of money from Henry de Traftt 
tamerf, for no other reafon than bccaufe this prince 
was the enemy of Boucicaut. The oath of the brother 
in arms was never to abandon his companion, into what- 
ever 
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ever danger he might fall,, /<? aid htm with his counfJ^ 
kvith his bodyy and his pojfejjionsy until death y and to anfwer • 
all challenges for him, ihould he die before he himfelf 
could accept them. The brother in arms was to be the 
enemy of his companion's enemies, the friend of his ^ 
friends. Both were obKged to divide their prefent and 
future fortune, and to employ* all their wealth, and de- 
vote their lives to the deliverance of each other when 
taken prifoner. 

(26) Duels were very frequent in battles and fiege§, 
and the commoti motive of the combatants was? the 

f lory of their ladies. It would hardly be believed, i^iys ' 
fr. de St. Palaye, were it not fupported by the au- 
thority of hiftory, that the befieged and befiegers would 
ceafe fighting in the heat of a battle, to leave the fiel^ 
open to a party of fquires defirous of immortalizing the ' 
beauty of their ladies by combating for theifi. This is 
neverthelefs what was feen at the fiege of the caftle of 
Touri en Beauce, and a multitude of fimilar inftances 
may be cited. This fpirit of gallantry- "had not eva- 
porated in the wars of Henry IV. and Lewis XIV. ; and ' 
it was a common thing for a man to fire a piftol for. the ' 
love or honour of his lady. At the fiege of a certain 
place, an officer, who was mortally wounded, wrote his 
miftrefs's name upon a gabion as he was ftruggUng iu 
the pangs of death. 

(27) In the challenge which was propofed at the fiege ' 
^f Arras, in the year of 1414, between four French 
men, the chief of whom \vas the baftard of Bourbon, a 
young lad, and four Burgundians, whofe chief was the 
cTievalier Cotte-brune, the latter furniflied himfelf with 
long and thick laiices ; but when he faw he had to do 
^ith a (tripling, 1/ trova maniere d^avoir lances graciet^es^ 
Jefquelles il feiftjes armes a^ Vencontre du batard de BourbanJ 
gracieufementf que nul nefut bltfsL 

(28) Of all the recompenfe^g which chivahy held out, 
fays Mr. de St. Palaye, the moft glorious was certainly 

, the prize of valour, awarded by the judgment of tliofe 

•P 3 who 
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who themselves had a right to pretend to it. Thus Joia-^ 
yille imagined he could not better finiOi the eulogium of 
Henry dc Cone; bis uncle, who died of the wounds he 
had received in an a^ion agatnd the Turks, than in 
adding thefe words ; *^ and I hearit iivxn fay on his 
death-bedy that he had been in his time m thirty-^fix bat- 
tles and engagements, in which he had feveral tim«& 
borne away me prize of arms," Befides the prize 
awarded to the braveft knight of the day, it was the 
cuftom fomctinaes, after a battle or aflault, to prefcnt 
other warriors who had fignalized themfelvcs with chains 
of gold. In aftertimes ap allegorical meaning *was 
given to this preient 5 it was intended to ftgnify to thoie 
who received it^ that their valour wanted nothing but 
to be chained. By. God's eqfitr^ faid L.ewis XL to the 
brave Raoul de Lannoy^as heprefented him with a gold 
chain worth five hundred crowns, ^By God^s eafiePy. nsjr 
frUnd^you arc toe furious in combat^ you mu^ he cbmmdyfor 
I <tvdl not lofe you^ being defirous of .making ufe of you again^ 
The Englifh likewife conferred great honours upon 
thofe who had *furpafled their fellow combatants vol 
an a^ioQi . - 

(19) At the fiegc of Calais, Edward III eombated 
with Euftace de Ribaumont, a hardy and^puiffata knighy 
who twice brought him upon his inees* The monarch iliU 
recovered hixofelf, and at laft forced this formidable 
enemy to deliver up his fword and become his prifoner* 
Edward HI had the eenerofity to crown thb knig|it, 
who had treated him to roughly. Having gained the 
battle, he gave a fupper to. the French prifoners, after 
having clothed them with new and magnificent man- 
tles Uke the Englifh knights. " After fupper, he came," 
fays Froiflard, " to memre Euftace and Ribaumont. ** Of 
all the knights in the world,* faid he, < I never faw one 
more valiantly attack his enemies, or defend himfeif ;. 
and I never found myfelf in a battle, where I met with 
one who put me to it fo hardly hand to hand, as you 
have done this day : therefore of right I adjudge to 
you the prize, before all the knights of my court.' Then 
the king took the cbaplet^ which be wore on his head, 

and 
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^and which was enriched rith valuable pearls, and, put- 
ting it on the head^jf monfiegneur Euftace^faid : * Mon- 
feigneur Euftace, I prefent you with this chaplet, as the 
ableft combatant of this day, both of thofe within and 
thofe without th« Walls ; and I pray, that you will wear 
It a year for ray fake. I know, that you are of a gaj 
amorous difpofition, and that you willingly frequent the 
company of the ladies ; fay, therefore, wherever you go, 
that I gave it you. You are alfo no longer 3 prifoner, 
and are at liberty to depart to-morrow, it yon pleafe/*^ 
• It is well known what honours the prince of Wales 
rendered to John king of Bohemia, his prifoner, after 
the battle of Poitiers ; with what marks of refped and 
veneration he continually refufed to fit down at table 
with that monarch, and what fplendid encomiums he 
paid to his valour. The hiftorians of France and Engr 
land are filled with ifillanices of this nature. May that of 
the end of the prefent century again renew thefe touch- 
ing examples of generofity. 

(30) We read in the memoirs qf ancient chivalry, that 
the ladies and princeffes went to vifit the wounded 
knights ; that the young damfels learnt the art of heaU 
ing wounds and dreffing them ; an ofBce in which they 
were frequently employed* 

{31) The author of Phifomnay or PhUununa^ a worlc 
of the greateft value on account of its antiquity*, fays, 
that Balahac, who had caufed himfelf to be crowned 
king of CarcaiTone, perilfced at the ^itg'^ of that city, 
and left a widow, a woman, of great courage, whofe 
name 1 may be allowed to change, as from the fignifica- 
tion it has fiiKe received, it would not exhibit an agree- 
able idea at the preient day, of the heroine of a ro- 
xxiance ; for Ihe was named Carcasy or Carcafi. The 
reprefentatton of her, fays Mr. Gaillard, is flill to he 
feen ov^r the gate of the city, with this- kifcription, 

.. * TKis is an hiftorical romance, ■ It is coDjedure<l, thae the name 
of Pbilomtna is that of a fecrctary, hiHoriaxi, or chronider, either real 
or fuppofcd, of Charlemagne* 

Carcdi 
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Carcas fum ; the corruption of which has doubtl^fsly 
given the name to the place. The widow of Balabac 
undertook to avenge her hufband, and fuftained the 
fiege with fo much glory, that Charlemagne left her in 
poiieffion of the fovereignty and jurlfdidion of the city. 
The Saracens came and infulted the Countefs of Car- 
cafFone imder her own walls^ jefting at the idea of a 
female warrior, and recommending to her the care of 
her fpinning.^ She armed herfelf with a large diftaff, 
which was a formidable lance ; fhe fi^ed a great ikaiii 
of hemp to it, leaving only the point of the lance free 
and uncovered. She fet fire to the hemp, and in this 
manner rufhed into the midft of the Saracens, whom ihe 
filled with terrour, and put to flight. In the city of 
Carcalfone arc yet fhewn her fhield, and her diftaff, or 
vi<5torious lance. Her .county of Carcaffone, joined to 
her perfonal glory, induced the handfomeft, youngeft, 
and braveD; kniehts of her time to folicit her hand. 
The fortunate, fuitor was a French knight of the name 
of Roger, a branch of a long race of counts of Carcaflbne, 
of whom the greater part were fo named. 

S^c the Hiflory of Charlemagne^ by Mr^ GcuHard, 

(32) We know that in thofe times j and even ddwfi 
to the lad century, the efficacy of philters, talifmans, 
&c. was believed. Ma^iomet the impoftor, the famous 
Walftein, and many others, took philters which poifoned 
them, though they were only adminiftered with the de- 
fign of rendering them amorous. Hiftory informs us, 
that Lucretius the poet fwallowed a philter, the violence 
of which affe<Sed his reafon for^ a long while. The ro- 
xnaiiice writers relate, that Charlemagne, being already 
advanced in years, had u miftrefs, who was neither 
young nor handfome, but whom he loved to diftradlion. 
She died. Charlemagne ordered a magnificent coffin 
to be made for her, covered at the top with glafs, through 
which the deplorable objed it contained could be ieen. 
He pafled whole days in contemplating this fpeftacle : 
at length he fhewed fuch extravagant marks of grief, 
that archbifhop Turpin fufpefted that fo fingular an at- 
tachment muft arife from fome fupematural cauflF. He 

examined 
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examined the tQrpfe of the deceafed, and perceived that 
on her left finger was a ring, upon which were engraved 
certain -charadters, which he confidered as magic : he 
took ofF the ring, and put it on his own finger, dnd ap- 
peared before the emperor. He was received by him 
with a degree of kindnefs which hitherto all the good- 
nefs of the emperor towards him had not exhibited. He 
was peftered with demonftrations of friendftiip which 
exceeded all bounds. There was nothing that Charle- 
magne would not do for him, and in an inftant too. 
At one time he was going to mahe cqnqueft of the einpire 
of the eaft, and confer it upon him, that Turpin might 
at lead become his equal ; at another time he vas gomg 
to make him pope, in order that Turpin ftiould be his 
fpiritual fuperior. The vivacity of his tranfports, th« 
impetuofity of his tendernefs, confirmed the archbifhop 
in his opinion. He was too religious, to be capable of 
taking any advantage of a magical operation ; he was 
only defirous of uncharming the monarch. In order^ 
therefore, to prevent this dangerous ring from ever fall- 
ing into hands which might make an improper ufe of it, 
like its firft poffeffor, he threw it into a pond in the 
neighbourhood of the fpot where Aix la Chapelle was 
afterwards built. Then it was with th^pond that Char- 
lemagne fell in love.^ On its banks he caufed a palace, 
a temple, and a city, which he made the capital of his 
etnpire, to be built. This abode he preferred to the 
whole univerfe ; and here he was determined to live ^nd 
die *. I have read many curious works upon philter.s 
and talifmans, written in the beginning of the lad den^ 
tury, the authors of w^hich, although men of erudition, 
treated the fubje<fl with the greateft gravity, and had no 
idea that the reader could have any doubt of a mul- 
titude of fz&Sf, which are quoted in "every page. Con- 
iideringt therefore, the general prevalency of fuch opi- 
nions, my little page will not be accufed of exceffive. 
credulity. Befides, he is only fifteen years old, apd in 
love. What inducements to implicit belief ! 

• See the Life of. Charlemagne. 

(33.) Abder- 
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(33) Abderahma I, fumamed ( thougb finery \mptopcVf 
ly) thejuftywas the grandipn of the caliph Had^exn, 
©f the race of the Omroiadcs. After' the ruin of his fa- 
mily, he was called into Spain by the Saracens, who had 
revolted again!): their king. The latter was defeated in 
combat by Abderahma, who aflumcd the title of king of 

•Cordova. He made the conqueft of Caftile, Arragon, 
Navarre, and Portugal. He proteded the- artsi enlight- 
ened and embelli filed Spain. He it was who built the 
famous mdfque of Cordova, which fubfifts to this day. 
He had many (hining qualities, but yet was not a great 
king, for he opprefled his fubje^ls, who, under his reign, 
were exceflively burdened with taxes. He died in the 
year 789 or 790. Bermudus I, whom 1 make the fa- 
ther of Axiana, abdicated the goverument in the year. 
791, fo that the conqueft of Cordova by Abderahma was 
tnade before the death of Bermudas ; but I have alrea- 
dy faid, that I (hould not always confine myfelf to chro- 
nological precifion^- 

The founder of Cordova muft not be confounded with 
another Abderahma, who lived a little . before him ; he 
was governor of Spain under the reign of Hachem, 9^5- 
liph of the Saracens, and was flain in -battle as he was 
fighting agalnft^bailes' Maj:tel in 732. 

(34) Juftice, moderation, and generofity, form the 
true bafis of found policy. This fublime policy was 
pradifed by Lewis IX. whqfe very enemies cho^ him 

. for arbiter. Sully aded agreeably to the fame princi- 
ples (fee his memoirs) ; and truly in thofe. tempeftubus 
times,; a minifter of the character of Mazarine wonld 
not have fettled the diftradcd aflFairs of Henry IV. I 
have ftudied Kiftory very much, and 1 fhould infinitely 
regret having given up fo confiderable a portion ef my 

. time to reading, which in general is dry and fatiguing, 
had I not drawn this conclufion from it. That in every 
thing the moft equitable and ifirtuqus refohe is the moft ufeful 
and the bejl. Certain ftatefmen of the prefent age moft 
afluredly will not approve of the policy of the Knights 
of the Swan and Beatrice. I could quote examples of 
ftill greater generofity from hiftory, the utility of which 

has 
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^as been eftabliflied by its fucccfs ; and if, on the con- 
trary, 1 fliould enter into the detail of tlie evils and in- 
conveniences which have refulted from the want of juC- 
tice and moderation, 1 i>»oirld undertake a voluminous 
hiftory. I fhall confine myfelf to the citation of one 
lingle inftance of this nature, with which Mr. Gaillard, 
the excellent hiftorian I have fo often quoted, furnifhes 
me, and whofe judicious reflexions I Ihall Kkewife fub- 

During the captivity of Francis I. at Madrid, Charles 
V. deliberated in council upon the treaty he ihould make 
with that Prince. The -bifhop of Offna, the emperor's 
confeflbr, was of opinion, that the French king fhould 
be treated with a generofity which might fecure his 
gratitude and friendfhip. He therefore propofed tp ex- 
tort no harfh conditions, but at once to give him his 
liberty. The duke of Alba rejeded this advice as pious 
^nd chimerical, and he brought the council to his way 
of thinking. At the fame time the famous Erafmus 
mentioned in his writings fuch generous procedure as the 
fole means of fecuring a lafting peace.. This, faid the 
minifters of Charles V. in a difdainful manner, is the idea 
of a wit, very fine in morals, and upon paper, but good 
for nothing in politics. It is known that Francis I. pro- 
tefted againft every thing he had flgned in Spain. Two 
centuries of war, the confequence of the rigour of the 
treaty of Madrid, and the inexecution that neceflarily 
followed fuch hard conditions, have however proved, that 
it was the iadvice of the confefl'or and the ^it, that ought 
to h^ve been preferred and adopted* 
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VOLUME SECOND. 

CHAfTER T. 

Is there a foul fo ftubbom as not to feel reverential^ 
emotions^ on- confidering the gloomy fpaeioufnefe of 
our churches, and hearing the dcvotion-infpiring toaeft- 
ot our oz;gans ? 

CHJkPtER 11. 

A tyrant's frien Jfiiip is a chain of flavety* 

Chapt£r IV. 

1. Hi? hate is ever greater than his love^ 

2. At court, the fervices of many years 
Are in a moment cancelled aUd forgot.. 
There, favour, always fought too eagerly,. 
Is often but a fnare to cover death. 

Chapter V. 

X. What charms in beauty, when adorn'd with virtue ! 

Chapter VI. 

Not always beft, the counfel of the many. 

Chapter VII. 

I. That cruel art- which teaches to prefage 
Future misfortune, is not furely wifdom ; 

*Ti» 
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*Tis folly— W^en the timid, credulous mind 
Paints to' itfelf fuppofed impending ills. 
The image always is beyond the truth. 
Why, then, fhould foolifh man himfelf torment 
With vain anxiety, and realize 
Evils, which, at the mo ft, are only doubtful ? 
t* Myfterious doings cover dark defigns. 

Chapter VIIL 

I. All power is derived from God : and whatfoevet 
is derived from God, is eflablifhed only for the advan- 
tage of mankind. The great would be ufelefs upon the 
earth, if there were none poor and unfortunate : their 
^elevation they owe to- the public needs : and fo far are • 
the people from being made for them, that they them- 
felves are entirely made for the people* 

a. So ftrong is popular prejudice in favour of the 
great, that if thefe would bkt think of b&ing good^ it 
would am^ount to idolatry. 

Chapter JX. 

Tiht Briton, independent, brave and botd, 

Was never yet a flave to court caprice * : 

He never regulates his love or hate 

By kingly favour : no fuch prejudice 

Has any influence on his anions — ^Hcj 

To fkve his country would o'ertura a throne ! 

Chapter X* 

'The heart has fecrets to the mind unknown. 

Chapter XL 

1. Love ill conceals itfelf. 

2. The words we hear, the vifage fair wc fee : 
But who can teB what pafles in the heart ? 

Chapter XIL * 

«. ^Contempt follows Love infpired by coquetry. 

* Did Mr. De U Harpe koow us fufl^c'cirtl; } or arc we changed 
fiacch«wrot«^ 

2. 'Tis 
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a. 'Tis the providence of lovci that coquettes fhould 

meet inconftant lovers. 
3. 'Tis virtue only proves a coaftant lovc% 



*. 



Chapter XIII. 



1. O times 1 "DTiappy times! when the red forge 
Burn'd only to produce the fock and fickle. 

2. £v'n in its prudepce love is indifcreet. 

Chapter XIV. 

u The whiteft fkin muft yield to whiter paint j 
As lovely nature dazzles lefs than art. 

2. Age of the palHons ! bold, but blind-fold youth I 
Ah 1 whither lead'ft thou the impaifioh'd heart ^ 

Chapter XV. 

1. Love, though defied, will renge himfelf at length* 

2. The man who fwears to love eternally; 
And he who fwears never to love at all, 
Appear, to me, to be of equal rafhnefs. 

Chapter XVI. 

There wanted only fpeech — or, rather, fpeech 
There wanted not — if one could truft the eyes. 

Chapter XVII. 

2. Behold 1 how beauteous and how bleft I am; 
And lofe thy grief in my felicity. 

Chapter XVIII. 

O ye, who wifti, malignly, to obfcpre 
The glory of the fex, fay, have ye e'er. 
Among your heroes, virtue moretublime? 

Chapter XIX. 



I. Where'er he be, were it at the world's end, 
I'll fly to find lilm : Love will lend me ^ving6. 
2^ Have feas, or ftorms, or exile daunted me ? 



CHAr« 
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.. Chapter XX. '' 

Prudence is ever needful to the wicked. 

JChapter XXII. 
The mdment of danger's the moment of love. 

Chapter XXIII. 

' Sweet cup, empoifon*d with the dregs of horrour 1 
Dear, fatal objed of both joy and grief! 

Chapter XXIV. 

Monftcr ! -that o'er my unfufpedting heart 
Haft held fuch empire, with fuch deep deceit : 
I afk "not Heav'n to blaft thee, in its ire, 
With fudden death, and dread-infpiring pain. 
No, no ; more lafting punifhments are due 
To divine juftice. — May it pay thy crimes 
With lafting infamy, ftamp on thy face 
Thy worthlefs character in traits fo deep 
That all may fee it, — ^as 'tis feen by me J 

Chapter XXV. 
One is rarely great at the fummit of greatnefs. 

Chapter XXV I. 

X. How hard the heart of him, whoas not touch'^d 

By fweet and interefting infancy? 
2. All the emotions of that tender age. 

Which has not been corrupted, tend to virtue. 

Chapter XXVII. 

» 

Men, or devils ! whofoever ye be, dare ye juftify 
thefe attempts againft. my independence by the right 
of the ftrongeft ?— Proud and difdainfal being, who 
difowneft thy brother ! canft thou not fee that this 
contempt rebounds upon thyfelf ? Wouldeft thou enno- 
ble thy pride ? Have dignity enough to place, it in thy 
neceflary relations with the wretches whom thou de- 
bafeft. One common father, an immortal foul, future 
happincfs— fuch is thy real glory, fuch is alfo theirs \ 

Chapter 



